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Race, Gender, and Nationalism  

 

  

Advanced Topics In Social Theory: 

Sociology 729C 

 Fall 2006 

 

Basic Information 
 

Instructor: Patricia Hill Collins, Professor of Sociology  

Office: 4105 Art-Sociology Bldg., University of Maryland, College Park 

Phone: (301) 405 7707 

Email: pcollins@socy.umd.edu 

Class: Wed. 3:30-6:10, Art-Sociology Bldg. 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday, 2:15-3:00 pm and by appointment. 

 

Course Overview 
 

Nationalism is proving to be an enduring feature of global social organization. Neither the nineteenth-century European 

nation-states nor the new nation-states in Africa and Asia founded after World War II have disappeared. Within nation-states, 

racial, ethnic and/or religious groups use nationalist ideologies for a variety of political purposes. Whether wedded to nation-

state power, or used to fuel resistance movements against state power, nationalist ideologies remain powerful in shaping 

contemporary global politics.  

 

As a construct, the idea of nation (or people) has historically been tightly bundled with ideas of ethnicity and race. Because 

nation, race and ethnicity are mutually constructing categories, nationalism, racist and anti-racist projects, and ethnic conflict 

(and cooperation) also are linked both within and across specific national contexts. Nationalism also articulates with gender 

and sexuality. Concepts of masculinity and femininity remain central to nationalist ideologies, to the concept of nation on 

which nationalist ideologies are built, to reproducing gendered populations of nations on both sides of nation-state power, 

and to social movements that claim nationalist principles. Overall, nation, race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, age and 

ability constitute mutually constructing, intersecting categories of analysis. Each gains meaning through and in conjunction 

with the others.  

 

Our overarching goal for this course is to examine nationalism through the theoretical lens of intersectionality. We also strive 

to study how analyses of nationalism might advance theoretical understanding of paradigms of intersectionality. We use race 

and gender as a starting point or anchor for this much larger theoretical project, yet the course also addresses other systems of 

power. The course investigates the following core questions: 

 

 How has nationalism been conceptualized within Western social theory? How might the study of nationalism 

advance contemporary social theory? 

 What are the key contemporary debates in the study of nationalism? 

 What might empirical research tell us about nationalism’s status under conditions of globalization and 

transnationalism?   

 How might an intersectional analysis (race/class/gender/ethnicity/sexuality/ability/age) illuminate theoretical 

understandings of nationalism? 

 Conversely, how might increased attention to nationalism advance theoretical understandings of intersectionality?  

 What is the relationship between nationalism and social justice projects (e.g., state social policies and/or social 

movement politics)? 

 

Part I of the course introduces theoretical and conceptual frameworks concerning the study of nationalism and its 

relationship to intersectional paradigms, primarily, ethnicity, race, gender, and sexuality.  

mailto:pcollins@socy.umd.edu
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Part II of the course examines the links between nationalist ideologies, nation-states policies and contemporary processes of 

transnationalism and globalization. It does so by focusing on four areas of social policy: (1) citizenship debates that 

accompany global labor migrations; (2) patterns of incorporating racial, ethnic, and/or religious groups within modern 

nation-states (e.g., theories and policies of multiculturalism and racial democracy); (3) economic policies whereby nation-

states compete in the global marketplace (tourism and sex work); and (4) nation-state social policies of state-sanctioned 

violence.  

 

Part III builds upon the interpretive frameworks explored in Parts I and II to investigate how citizenship and democracy are 

being negotiated within the contemporary United States. Rather than interpreting the American case as the “norm” against 

which other experiences are measured, we aim to situate domestic social policies of American nationalism and as well as 

resistance to them within a global, transnational framework. Intersections of race, gender and nationalism within American 

domestic politics comprise neither a normative nor an exceptional case, but rather constitute a particular social location for 

investigating the core questions that guide the course.  

 

 

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria 
 

Class Participation (50%):  

 

The success of this seminar will depend on the quality of your preparation and participation. My expectation is that you 

approach course readings and interpret class discussions in light of how this course addresses the particular and multiple 

concerns that you bring to it. In class sessions, I expect you to raise questions and share information about your specific areas 

of expertise and interest.  Just as I bring a particular set of questions to the course concerning my own research on 

nationalism and intersectionality, I hope that you will be able to identify your interests and to do likewise. I will use the 

following criteria to evaluate class participation: 

 

Attendance: Attend class on time prepared to engage in informed dialogue about each week’s assigned readings. The 

course will be conducted as a seminar where we will all learn from and teach each other. Please come prepared to participate. 

 

Weekly Question: Each week, write one substantive discussion question that the week’s assigned reading(s) raised for 

you.  Please make your question brief, no more than a sentence or two. Following your question, please include 1-2 

paragraphs placing your question in some sort of interpretive context. Why this question?  What about the readings generated 

this question?  We will use your questions as the basis for class discussion. The better the questions, the better the 

discussions. Aim for substance, clarity and brevity. Please e-mail a copy of your question and paragraph(s) to the entire 

class no later than 24 hours before the start of class.  

 

Presentations on Readings: In conjunction with one or more students, lead two discussions on the assigned readings. 

The goal of the presentations is to generate substantive class discussions on the assigned readings. At minimum, your 

presentations should:  

 

(1) summarize the main ideas of the author(s)’ arguments. 

  

(2) when appropriate, place the readings in some sort of interpretive context that might facilitate class discussion. 

 

(3) lead off discussion by sharing your questions, your rationales for writing them and/or how your questions 

engage questions raised by your classmates.  

 

 

Literature Review (30%): 
 

Select a topic of your choice that is related to this course and to your own research. Survey recent literature on your topic 

within scholarly journals and/or chapters in edited books. Your goal is to write a literature review of your topic that you can 

use for your own empirical research.  
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Please keep in mind that this assignment is not asking you to write an essay on the topic itself, the focus of a standard 

research paper. Rather your task is to analyze patterns in the literature itself. For example, identify patterns of emphasis, 

omission, distortion, bias, promise, as well as explanations of which journals are more likely to publish articles on your topic 

and which are not. You want to go beyond describing patterns in the research. Try to explain them. The bibliography for your 

literature review should reflect a synthesis of (a) the scholarly articles and book chapters that you read specifically for this 

essay; (b) any of our assigned course readings that are relevant to your topic; and (c) any previous and/or additional research 

from other courses/projects that is germane to your topic. 

 

Your literature review should be approximately 15 pages long, exclusive of references. It is due in my office no 

later than 3:30pm on Wednesday, December 13.  

 

 
Annotated Bibliographies and Class Presentation (20%):  
 
Your goal here is to share with the rest of the class some of the most significant articles (noteworthy or notorious) from your 

literature review. Your annotated bibliography should have two parts: (a) an abstract of your literature review (a condensed 

version of your longer paper); and (b) articles selected from your broader project that illustrate some of the main ideas of the 

abstract. Think of your annotated bibliography as a suggested readings list for your classmates on the topic that you research. 

For this assignment, you should do the following: 

 

 Link your annotated bibliography to your literature review. Identify eight articles from scholarly journals and/or chapters 

from edited volumes. Longer annotated bibliographies are certainly welcome, but place your efforts on the quality of 

your annotations, not on quantity of articles. Possible. Annotations need not be long, but they should make clear 

reference to course themes and link your topic to the course.  

 

 Prepare a one-page abstract of your literature review that provides a framework for the entries on your annotated 

bibliography. Draft an introduction to your specific annotated bibliography that describes the process you used in 

identifying articles, the data bases you consulted, and an analysis of your selection process. 

 

 Make a 15-20 minute presentation of your annotated bibliography. Each individual should allot no more than 5 

minutes to introduce his/her bibliography (your classmates can read the actual annotations at their leisure) and 10-15 

minutes for Q&A. On the day of your presentation, distribute copies of your annotated bibliographies. Please duplicate 

enough copies of the bibliography for everyone in the class.  You will be evaluated on not just on the quality of your 

presentation, but also on you ability to engage your classmates in some of the major patterns, issues, debates and/or 

controversies of literature on your chosen topic. Presentations will be scheduled for November 15, 22, 29 and 

December 6. 

 

 
Other Things That You Should Know 

 

This seminar requires a high level of student organization and preparedness. Over-scheduling on your part, work conflicts, 

childcare responsibilities, and/or other personal matters are typically not grounds for extensions. Generally, I do not give 

incompletes but assign grades based on work accomplished by the end of the semester. However, if you do have an 

unexpected major problem of some sort that compromises your performance, please do not hesitate to contact me. Please 

keep in mind that I grade work that has been submitted to fulfill incompletes when I can. It might be some time before you 

receive a grade.  

 

This course will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the University of Maryland Student Code of Academic 

Integrity. Please read it thoroughly, especially regarding academic misconduct and plagiarism. The policy is available on the 

University of Maryland web page at http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/code.html. 

 

http://www.studenthonorcouncil.umd.edu/code.html
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Readings 
 

Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso. 

ISBN 086091546B 

   

Bederman, Gail. 1995.  Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-

1917. Chicago: University of Chicago. ISBN 0226041395 

 

Chatterjee, Partha. 1993. The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press. ISBN 0-691-01943-6 

 

Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. 2002. Unequal Freedom: How Race and Gender Shaped American Citizenship and Labor. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. ISBN 0-674-01372-7 

 

Mosse, George L. 1985. Nationalism and Sexuality: Middle Class Morality and Sexual Norms in Modern Europe. 

Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. ISBN 0-299-11894-0 

 

Ogbar, Jeffrey O. G. 2004. Black Power: Radical Politics and African American Identity. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press. ISBN 0-8018-8275-3 

 

Ong, Aihwa. 1999. Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. Durham: Duke University Press. ISBN 0-

8223-2269-2 

 

Ordover, Nancy. 2003. American Eugenics: Race, Queer Anatomy, and the Science of Nationalism. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota. ISBN 0816635595 

 

Puri, Jyoti. 2004. Encountering Nationalism. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. ISBN 0-631-23106-4 

. 

Ramos-Zayas, Ana Y. 2003. National Performances: The Politics of Race, Class and Space in Puerto Rican Chicago . 

University of Chicago Press. ISBN 0226703592 

 

Additional Readings to Skim: Available at Local Bookstores 
 

Ali, Ayaan Hirsi. 2006. The Caged Virgin: An Emancipation Proclamation for Women and Islam. New York: Free 

Press.  

Roy, Arundhati. 1997. The God of Small Things. New York: Random House. 
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Course Outline 
 

Part I. Intersectional Paradigms and Nationalism 

 
Historically, the study of nationalism has focused on European nation-states, with the implicit assumption that the civic 

nation-states of Western Europe constituted the vanguard of modernity. Within this framework, other forms of national 

expression, such as the use of nationalist ideologies by colonized groups has been viewed as “cultural” or “ethnic” politics, 

often not “authentic” nationalism.  Postcolonial and feminist scholarship has challenged these views of nationalism and of 

modernity. Initially, such work advanced race-only or gender-only critiques, but more recently, intersectional analyses have 

become more prominent. Part I briefly surveys selected key works in this vast literature.  

 

 
Session One.   Rethinking Nationalism: Race, Gender, Sexuality, and Ethnicity (Aug. 30) 

 

This session introduces some of the core constructs in the study of nationalism. We also will finalize the syllabus. 

 

 
Note: There is no class session on Wed. September 6. 

 
For this week, please use your time to:  

 

 Skim Encountering Nationalism. You may find that some chapters will be basic for you whereas others will be new 

material. We will not discuss Puri’s volume in class, but will use it as a framework to establish some common 

vocabulary. You may with to reread specific chapters as we encounter and reencounter the themes raised by Puri. 

 

 Identify a topic for your literature review, locate some promising articles, and begin surveying material. 

 

 Skim Arundhati Roy’s novel The God of Small Things. (New York: Random House, 1997, available in local 

bookstores). Week eight contains an article that uses Roy’s novel as a text. Having read the novel will help. 

 

We will make up this class on Wed. Oct. 18. On that day, please attend the colloquium “Rebuilding with Tools of Social 

Justice” colloquium held from 12:00-5:00. We will meet directly after the colloquium to discuss its ideas as well as how our 

readings for that week work with the conference’s themes. 

 

Required Reading:  

Jyoti Puri. 2004. Encountering Nationalism. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Anthias, Floya and Nira Yuval-Davis. 1992. Racialized Boundaries: Race, Nation, Gender, Colour and Class and the 

Anti-Racist Struggle. New York: Routledge. 

Leslie McCall. 2005. “The Complexity of Intersectionality.” 

H.J. Kim-Puri. 2005. “Conceptualizing Gender-Sexuality-State-Nation: An Introduction.” Gender and Society 19, 2 

(April): 137-159. 

 

 
Session Two. Modernist Paradigms of Nationalism (Sept. 13) 

 

Four general paradigms have been used to study nationalism, namely, modernism, perennialism, primordialism and ethno-

symbolism. Of these four, modernist approaches that link the emergence of nationalism and European nation-states and 

modernity now hold sway. Here we read Anderson’s Imagined Communities,  a modern classic for the study of nationalism 

within this modernist tradition.  

 

Required Readings: 

Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities. London: Verso. 
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Suggested Readings:   

Jyoti Puri. Encountering Nationalism, chapter 1. 

Dahbour, Omar and Micheline R. Ishay, eds. 1999. The Nationalism Reader. Amherst, NY: Humanity Books. 

Renan, “What Is a Nation?” 

Smith, Anthony D. 1991. National Identity. Reno, Nevada: University of Nevada Press. 

Smith, Anthony D. 2001. Nationalism. Polity Press. 

Calhoun, Craig. 1997. Nationalism. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 

Hobsbawm, Eric J. 1990. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Myth and Reality. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Greenfeld, Liah. 1992. Nationalism: Five Roads to Modernity. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press. 

 
 
Session Three.  Colonialism, Postcolonialism and Nationalism (Sept. 20) 

 

Writing from the vantage point of postcolonial studies, Chatterjee criticizes modernist paradigms of nationalism as 

represented by Anderson’s imagined nationalism.  Chatterjee suggests that placing the colonial experience generally and 

ethnicity specifically as central to social analysis yields a different understanding of nationalism and its accompanying 

perspective on modernity. Like Mosse, Chatterjee advances an intersectional analysis that incorporates issues of gender (the 

treatment of women) and class &/or caste relations (his discussion of elites, outcasts, etc.)  

 

Required Reading: 

Chatterjee, Partha. 1993. The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Jyoti Puri. Encountering Nationalism, chapter 2. 

Fanon, Frantz. 1963. The Wretched of the Earth. New York: Grove Press. 

Said, Edward W. 1978. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books. 

Said, Edward W. 1994. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Vintage. 

Memmi, Albert. 1967. The Colonizer and the Colonized. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Young, Robert C. 1995. Colonial Desire: Hybridity in Theory, Culture and Race. New York: Routledge. 

Bhabha, Homi K. Nation and Narration. 

Radcliff, Sarah and Sallie Westwood, eds. 1996. Remaking the Nation: Place, Identity and Politics in Latin America. 

New York: Routledge. 

Appelbaum, Nancy. P., Anne S. Macpherson and Karin Alejandra Rosenblatt, eds. 2003. Race and Nation in Modern 

Latin America. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press. 

Balibar, Etienne, and Immanuel Wallerstein. 1991. Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities. London: Verso. 

Chatterjee, Partha. 1986. Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press. 

Reza Rahbari. 2000. “Unveiling Muslim Women: A Trajectory of Post-Colonial Culture.” Dialectical Anthropology 25: 

321-332. 

 
 
Session Four. Gender, Sexuality and Nationalism (Sept. 27) 

 

Mosse completes our brief survey of modern “classics” in the study of nationalism. This particular volume by Mosse is 

typically overlooked within the nationalism literature. Yet Mosse’s discussion of sexuality and gender, as well as his attention 

to race in modern European nation-state development foreshadowed contemporary intersectional analyses.  

 

Required Reading 

Mosse, George L. 1985. Nationalism and Sexuality: Middle Class Morality and Sexual Norms in Modern Europe. 
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Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 

 

Suggested Readings:  

Jyoti Puri. Encountering Nationalism, chapter 3 & 4. 

Yuval-Davis, Nira. 1997. Gender & Nation. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Mayer, Tamar, ed. 2000. Gender Ironies of Nationalism. New York: Routledge. 

Jayawasrdena, Kumari. 1986. Feminism and Nationalism. New Delhi: Kali for Women. 

West, Lois A. ed. 1997. Feminist Nationalism. New York: Routledge. 

Parker, Andrew et. al. eds. 1992. Nationalisms and Sexualities. New York: Routledge. 

McClintock, Anne. 1995. Imperial Leather: Race, Gender, Sexuality in the Colonial Contest. New York: Routledge. 

Waetjen, Thembisa. 2001. “The Limits of Gender Rhetoric for Nationalism: A Case Study from Southern Africa.” 

Theory and Society 30: 121-152. 

Kim, Elaine H. and Chungmoo Choi, eds. 1998. Dangerous Women: Gender & Korean Nationalism. New York: 

Routledge. 

Kaplan, Caren, Norma Alarcón and Minoo Moallem, eds. 1999. Between Woman and Nation: Nationalisms, 

Transnational Feminisms, and the State. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

Badran, Margot. 1995. Feminists, Islam, and Nation: Gender and the Making of Modern Egypt. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press.  

Guy, Donna J. 1990. Sex and Danger in Buenos Aires: Prostitution, Family, and Nation in Argentina. Lincoln, Neb.: 

University of Nebraska Press.  

Kutzinski, Vera M. 1993. Sugar’s Secrets: Race and the Erotics of Cuban Nationalism. Charlottesville: University 

Press of Virginia.  

 
 

Part II. Nation-States, Social Policies and Globalization  
 
Part I examined how the study of nationalism has expanded to include greater attention to race, ethnicity, gender and 

sexuality. But what about social class? In Part II, we turn to social class broadly defined, namely, the realities of the 

contemporary global political economy. Globalization and transnationalism are typically presented as unraced, seemingly 

colorblind processes. They also appear to follow rules that exempt them from analyses that view gender and/or sexuality as 

core features of these macroprocesses. Here we examine how globalization (class) intersects with race, ethnicity, gender and 

sexuality. This focus enables us to investigate why nationalism has proven to be such a tenacious factor in contemporary 

global relations. 

 

 

Session Five. Globalization and Transnationalism: Work, Family and Citizenship (Oct. 4) 

 

Citizenship debates lie at the heart of the meaning of national identity for contemporary nation states. Who belongs to the 

nation-state and who does not? What are the categories of first and second-class citizenship within the nation-state? Social 

policies vary widely regarding the national identity of a specific nation-state as well as how its policies regarding work, 

family and service to the nation reflect its notions of citizenship. This week’s readings sample a growing body of literature on 

how citizenship shapes the different work and family experiences of people from varying gender, racial, and ethnic groups.  

 

Required Reading: 

Yuval-Davis, Nira. 1997. “Women, Citizenship and Difference.” Feminist Review 57: 4-27. 

Ong, Aihwa. 1999. Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. Durham: Duke University Press. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Jyoti Puri. Encountering Nationalism, conclusion. 

Cesarini, David and Mary Fulbrook, eds. 1996. Citizenship, Nationality and Migration in Europe. New York: 

Routledge. 

Sassen, Saskia. 1998. Globalization and Its Discontents: Essays on the New Mobility of People and Money. New 

York: The New Press. 
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Heater, Derek. 2004. A Brief History of Citizenship. New York: New York University Press. 

Carnegie, Charles V. 2002. Postnationalism Prefigured: Caribbean Borderlands. New Brusnwick NJ: Rutgers 

University Press.  

Seidman, Gay. 1999. “Gendered Citizenship: South Africa’s Democratic Transition and the Construction of a Gendered 

State.” Gender & Society 13 (3): 287-307. 

 

 
Session Six. Religion, State Policies, and Citizenship: Muslim Communities in Europe (Oct. 11) 

 

Many similarities characterize nationalism and religion. In particular, forms of political mobilization (ethnic, religious and/or 

racial) of immigrant groups can reflect varying uses of the symbols and practices of both religion and nationalism. Here we 

examine how social policies concerning multiculturalism within different European nation-states interact with the growth of 

Muslim identities among diverse racial/ethnic groups in selected European nation-states. We focus on the multicultural 

policies of the Netherlands, Britain and France as three very different national responses to new Muslim migrations of the 

postcolonial era. Each of these nation-states has also had a major event that signals the types of controversies it faces.Our 

focus will be on gender generally, and on the status of Muslim women in these controversies.  

 

Required Readings: 

Paul Statham et al. 2005. “Resilient or Adaptable Islam? Multiculturalism, Religion and Migrants’ Claims-Making for 

Group Demands in Britain, the Netherlands and France.” Ethnicities 5 (4): 427-459. 

Pnina Werbner. 2004. “The Predicament of Diaspora and Millennial Islam.” Ethnicities 4 (4): 451-476. 

Sunier, Thijl. 2005. “Interests, Identities, and the Public Sphere: Representing Islam in the Netherlands since the 

1980s.” Pp. 85-97 in European Muslims and the Secular State, Lesart and McLouglin.  

Kastoryano, Riva. 2006. “French Secularism and Islam: France’s Headscarf Affair.” Pp. 57-69 in Multiculturalism, 

Muslims and Citizenship, Tariq Modood et al, eds. New York: Routledge. 

Ali, Ayaan Hirsi. 2006. The Caged Virgin: An Emancipation Proclamation for Women and Islam. New York: Free 

Press. (Skim) 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Jyoti Puri. Encountering Nationalism, chapter 5. 

Connor, Walker. 1994. Ethnonationalism: The Quest for Understanding. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

May, Stephen, Tariq Modood and Judith Squires, eds. 2004. Ethnicity, Nationalism and Minority Rights. New York: 

Cambridge University Press.  

Fetzer, Joel S. and J. Christopher Soper. 2005. Muslims and the State in Britain, France, and Germany. New York: 

Oxford University Press.  

Amiraux, Valérie. 2006. “Speaking as a Muslim: Avoiding Religion in French Public Space.” Pp. 21-51 in Politics of 

Visibility, Valerie Amireax and G. Jonker, eds. Biedefelf: Transcript.  

Amireax, Valérie. 2005. “Discrimination and Claims for Equal Rights Amongst Muslim in Europe.” Pp. 25- in 

European Muslims and the Secular State, Lesri and McLoughlin: Ashgate.  

Salih, Ruba. 2004. “The Backward and the New: National, Transnational and Post-National Islam in Europe.” Journal 

of Ethnic and Migration Studies 30 (5): 995-1011. 

Armando Salvatore. 2004. “Making Public Space: Opportunities and Limits of Collective Action Among Muslims in 

Europe.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 30 (5): 1013-1031. 

Van Nieuwkerk, Karin. 2004. “Veils and Wooden Clogs Don’t Go Together.” Ethnos 69 (2): 229-246. 

 
 

 

Session Seven. Gender, Race and Urban Economies: Tourism and Sex Work (Oct. 18) 

 

Issues of globalization, citizenship and transnationality remain intertwined with questions of urbanization, tourism and the 

sex industry. This week we explore how the reconfiguration of sexuality and sex work as one important outcome of 

globalization works with racial reconfigurations of post-colonial nation-states. Nation-states have varying patterns of 

participation in the sex industry, from incorporating sex tourism as part of a national GNP (Thailand) or local economies 
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(pre-Katrina New Orleans), to condoning migration to other nation states of its female and young citizens as sex workers 

(Eastern Europe and Africa to Western Europe), to the growth of the global film industry (pornography in Los Angeles). 

Moreover, because sexuality is typically racialized, these processes reflect and shape urban and national racial orders. Here 

we examine Cuba, the Dominican Republic, the Netherlands, Germany and the United States as distinctive sites where these 

global processes intersect.  

 

The city of New Orleans constitutes a U.S. location where the politics of race, gender, sexuality and nation can be seen 

converging on one local urban area. New Orleans also participates in the global relations of sexuality and tourism that form 

the focus of this week’s readings. I have planned this session to build on the conversations and workshops associated with the 

colloquium “Rebuilding with Tools of Social Justice: Hurricane Katrina One Year Later,” which will be held on campus 

from 12-5 on Oct. 18. Please attend the luncheon conversation as well as the afternoon session. We will convene as a class 

after the afternoon’s activities.  

 

Required Readings:  

Wonders, Nancy A. and Raymond Michalowski. 2001. “Bodies, Borders, and Sex Tourism in a Globalized World: A 

Tale of Two Cities – Amsterdam and Havana.” Social Problems 48 (4): 545-571. 

Cabezas, Amilia. 2004. “Between Love and Money: Sex, Tourism, and Citizenship in Cuba and the Dominican 

Republic. Signs.  

Brennan, Denise. 2001. “Tourism in Transnational Places: Dominican Sex Workers and German Sex Tourists Imagine 

One Another.” Identities 7 (4): 621-663. 

Gotham, Kevin Fox. 2002. “Marketing Mardi Gras: Commodification, Spectacle and the Political Economy of Tourism 

in New Orleans.” Urban Studies 39 (10): 1735-1756. 

 

Suggested Readings 

Guy, Donna J. 1990. Sex and Danger in Buenos Aires: Prostitution, Family, and Nation in Argentina. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press. 

Puer, Jasbir Kaur. 2001. “Global Circuits: Transnational Sexualities and Trinidad.” Signs 26 (4): 

Carnegie, Charles V. 2002. Postnationalism Prefigured: Caribbean Borderlands. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers 

University Press. 

 

 
 
Session Eight. Defending National Interests: Violence and the Nation-State (Oct. 25) 

 

The nation-state constitutes one social location that exercises legitimate authority over mechanisms of violence. Whether 

through domestic policies that differentially affect people within its own borders (patterns of incarceration, implementing the 

death penalty, responding to sexual violence and hate crimes, etc.), racial, ethnic and/or religious nationalist movements 

within nation-states, or foreign policies that condone warfare, nation-states strive to retain control over all legitimated 

violence. A nation-state’s social policies strive to protect the integrity of its borders and are crafted in defense of what are 

deemed to be national interests.  

 

We might ask, what image of the nation-state is being defended and how are national interests determined? In what specific 

ways might the mechanisms of the state typically defend the interests of some citizens over others? How might race, ethnicity, 

gender and sexuality affect patterns of state-sanctioned violence? Who is called upon to defend national interests and who is 

seen as a threat to those interests? Our readings this week provide an intersectional reading of themes that can be loosely 

gathered under this large umbrella of defending national interests. We pay special attention to the military and issues of 

militarization.  

 

Required Readings: 

Friedman, Susan Stanford. 2001. “Feminism, State Fictions and Violence: Gender, Geopolitics and Transnationalism.” 

Communal/Plural: Journal of Transnational and Crosscultural Studies 9 (1): 111-129 

Gill, Lesley. 1997. “Creating Citizens, Making Men: The Military and Masculinity in Bolivia.” Cultural Anthropology 

12 (4): 527-550. 

Sunindyo, Saraswati. 1998. “When the Earth is Female and the Nation is Mother: Gender, the Armed Forces and 
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Nationalism in Indonesia.” Feminist Review 58 (spring): 1-21. 

Tambiah, Yasmin. 2005. “Turncoat Bodies: Sexuality and Sex Work under Militarization in Sri Lanka.” Gender and 

Society 19 (2): 243-261. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Roy, Arundhati. 1997. The God of Small Things. New York: Random House. 

Enloe, Cynthia. 1989. Bananas, Reaches, Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. London: Pandora. 

Enloe, Cynthia. 2000. Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Women’s Lives. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

Levy, Yagil. 1998. “Militarizing Inequality: A Conceptual Framework.” Theory and Society 27 (6): 873-904. 

Gluck, Sherna Berger. 1995. “Palestinian Women: Gender Politics and Nationalism.” Journal of Palestine Studies 24 

(3): 5-15. 

Turshen, Meredeth. 2002. “Algerian Women in the Liberation Struggle and the Civil War: From Active Participants to 

Passive Victims?” Social Research 69 (3): 889-911. 

Hyndman, Jennifer and Malathi De Alwis. 2004. “Bodies, Shrines, and Roads: Violence, (Im)mobility, and 

Displacement in Sri Lanka. Gender, Place and Culture 11 (4): 535-557. 

Poulos, Margaret. 2000. “Gender, Civil War and National Identity: Women Partisans during the Greek Civil War 1946-

1949” Australian Journal of Politics and History 46 (3): 418-427. 

 
 

Part III. National Identity, Citizenship and the U.S. Nation-State 
 

In the Part III of the course, we examine how an intersectional analysis of nationalism that takes race, ethnicity, gender, 

sexuality and/or class into account articulates with American national identity and social policies. Our goal is to contextualize 

the study of American nationalism within both the theoretical literature introduced in Part I of the course as well as the 

political and economic context of postcolonialism and globalization explored in Part II. We aim to rewrite the nation’s story, 

in other words, to craft a new national story that begins to resolve the paradox of American national identity.  

 

 

Session Nine.  Rewriting the Nation’s Story: Work, Family and the U.S. Nation-State (Nov. 1) 

 

Required Readings:  

Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. 2002. Unequal Freedom: How Race and Gender Shaped American Citizenship and Labor. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 

Suggested Readings  

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2001. “Like One of the Family: Race, Ethnicity, and the Paradox of US National Identity.”   Ethnic 

and Racial Studies, 24 (1): 3-28. 

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2006. From Black Power to Hip Hop: Racism, Nationalism and Feminism. Philadelphia: Temple 

University Press. 

Marx, Anthony W. 1998. Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of the United States, South Africa, and Brazil. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Seidman, Gay. 1999. “Is South Africa Different? Sociological Comparisons and Theoretical Contributions from the 

Land of Apartheid.” Annual Review of Sociology 25: 419-440. 

 
 
Session Ten.  Race, Masculinity, and American National Identity (Nov. 8) 

 

Required Reading  

Bederman, Gail. 1995.  Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 

1880-1917. Chicago: University of Chicago. 

 

Suggested Readings 
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To be determined. 

 
 

Session Eleven. Health, Fitness and the Nation-State: The Logic of Eugenics (Nov. 15) 

 

Annotated Bibliographies – group #1 

 

Required Reading  

Ordover, Nancy. 2003. American Eugenics: Race, Queer Anatomy, and the Science of Nationalism. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota.  

 

Suggested Readings 

Phelan, Shane. 2001. Sexual Strangers: Gays, Lesbians and the Dilemmas of Citizenship. Philadelphia: Temple 

University Press. 

Mann, Michael. 2005. The Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Collins, Patricia Hill. 1999. “Producing the Mothers of the Nation: Race, Class and Contemporary U.S. Population 

Policies.”  Pp. 118-29 in  Women, Citizenship and Difference, ed.  Nira Yuval-Davis.  London: Zed Books. 

Collins, Patricia Hill. 1999. “Will the ‘Real’ Mother Please Stand Up? The Logic of Eugenics and American National 

Family Planning.” Pp. 266-82 in Revisioning Women, Health and Healing: Feminist, Cultural, and    

Technoscience Perspectives, ed.  Adele Clarke and Virginia Olesen.  New York: Routledge. 

 

 
Session Twelve. “Nations” within the Nation-State: African Americans and Indigenous Peoples (Nov. 

22) 

 

Annotated Bibliographies – group #2  

 

Required Readings:  

Ogbar, Jeffrey O. G. 2004. Black Power: Radical Politics and African American Identity. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press.  

 

Suggested Readings: 

Glaude, Eddie S. ed. 2002. Is It Nation Time? Contemporary Essays on Black Power and Black Nationalism. Chicago: 

University of Chicago. 

Bush, Rod. 2000. We Are Not What We Seem: Black Nationalism and Class Struggle in the American Century. New 

York: New York University Press. 

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2004. Black Sexual Politics: African Americans, Gender and the New Racism. New York: 

Routledge. 

Walters, Ronald W. 2003. White Nationalism, Black Interests: Conservative Public Policy and the Black Community. 

Detroit: Wayne State University Press. 

Carr, Robert. 2002. Black Nationalism in the New World: Reading the African-American and West Indian Experience. 

Durham, NC; Duke University Press.  

 
 
Session Thirteen.  “Nationalisms” within the Nation-State: Latinos and the Politics of Citizenship 
(Nov. 29) 

 

Annotated Bibliographies – group #3  

 

Required Reading: 

Ramos-Zayas, Ana Y. 2003. National Performances: The Politics of Race, Class and Space in Puerto Rican Chicago. 

University of Chicago Press.  
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Suggested Readings: 

Davila, Arlene M. 1997. Sponsored Identities: Cultural Politics in Puerto Rico. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

Duany, Jorge. 2002. The Puerto Rican Nation on the Move: Identities on the Island and in the United States. Chapel 

Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press. 

 
 
Session Fourteen. Wrap Up (Dec. 6) 

 

Annotated Bibliographies – group #4 

 

 

Literature Review Due in My Office on Wednesday, December 13 at 3:30 pm  


