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Module Description  
 

 

This module explores issues of gender and sexuality in relation to global conflict and global security.  

The first two weeks of the module provides grounding in key concepts, theories and methodologies 

pertinent to the study of gender and sexuality in world politics. This includes ‘mainstream’ 

constructivism, feminist theories and Queer Theory. Thereafter, week by week, students will study a 

range of topic relating to conflict, violence and security, including: gender mainstreaming in UN 

security and UN peacekeeping; sexual violence in conflict and recent developments in international 

humanitarian law and human rights laws.   

 

A primary aim of this module, reflected in the modes of assessment, is to encourage the development 

of transferable academic skills including the ability to conduct independent research, the ability to 

communicate ideas effectively, both verbally and in writing, and the ability to present planned research 

to an audience of peers.  

 

Learning outcomes 
 

 

By the end of the module the student should be able to: 

 

 Demonstrate the ability to analyse debates and issues relevant to the analysis of gender, 

violence, conflict and security and to articulate the core issues arising from these debates 

concisely and persuasively.  

 Engage in informed discussion about contemporary and historical developments in feminist 

studies of global politics, with particular emphasis on feminist security studies and feminist 

scholarship in international law.  

 Engage in informed theoretical discussion of Queer Theory and LGBTI issues as they arise in 

relation to global conflict and global security.  

 Construct persuasive, theoretically informed arguments about world politics, specifically 

events and phenomena in global conflict and global security. 

 

mailto:j.a.steans@bham.ac.uk


Module Description (long) 
 

The Module at a Glance 

Semester One 

Week  Lecture topic Seminar topic 

1 PART ONE: 

Introduction and Overview 

 

Feminist approaches to 

security 

 

Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Q and A on course 

2 Men and masculinities 

 

Queer perspectives on 

security 

 

LGBTI rights 

 

Reading 

 

3 PART TWO:  THE UN 

WOMEN AND SECURITY 

AGENA 

United Nations Security 

Council Resolution  1325 

Student presentations: 

4 UN Peacekeeping Student presentations: 

5 Post-war reconstruction Student presentations: 

6 Reading Week --- No seminar 

7 PART THREE: SEXUAL 

VIOLENCE 

Sexual Violence in Conflict 

 

Student presentations: 

8 Developments in 

International Humanitarian 

Law and Human Rights 

Advocacy at the ICCs 

Student presentations: 

9 Sexual Violence and 

Militarism 

Student presentations: 

10 PART FOUR: TERRORISM 

 

Gendering the War on Terror 

Student presentations: 

11 Female Suicide Bombers Student presentations: 



Teaching Methods 
 

Contact hours:  
Students taking this module will attend weekly two-hour seminars. The seminars will be largely 

student-led, consisting of a short introduction from the module convenor, a student presentation, a 

student-led discussion based around core readings for the subject study in any given week.  

The module is supplemented by a web-based learning environment (CANVAS). Please check the 

CANVAS page regularly for further information on reading and other supplementary resources. 

 

Methods:  

 Listening and speaking in a seminar setting  

 Seminar presentation  

 Essay writing  

 Independent research  

 

Expectations: 

For each seminar, you are expected to spend at least six hours reading in preparation for the class. 

This should allow time for the required reading and at least one additional piece from the 

recommended list. These lists are not designed to provide a comprehensive reading list; they are 

intended to aid research and preparation of class and essay topics.  

 

In the week that you are presenting to the rest of the group you will need to do significantly more by 

way of preparation (see below for further information on presentations).  

 

You will find that the readings for each week will be relevant to more than one topic.  

 

You must also bear in mind that one of the skills you should gain from extensive reading is the ability 

to identify the theoretical position/s that inform an author’s writing. Just because the readings are 

grouped into ‘Required’, ‘Recommended’ and ‘Supplementary’, do not assume that the authors all 

have similar assumptions or are writing from the same theoretical background.  

 

Required reading  

A set of required readings is provided for each week (below). These are the readings we will all have 

in common and they must be read before the seminar meeting. These pieces have been chosen 

because they are either particularly accessible or particularly relevant, or both. You are expected to 

read at least one piece from this list to prepare for seminar discussions. It is also a good place to start 

when preparing presentations and essays 

 

You must come to the seminar prepared to discuss the reading. At least one required reading per 

week can be accessed 4 electronically, either from the Internet, or the University electronic journals. 

This is deliberate: it will help you to learn to find and access such materials.  

Methods of Assessment 
 

 

ASSESSMENT (total = 100%)  

Formative  

1 x 1000 word critical review 

Summative  

1 x oral presentation (20 minutes, with one-page hand-out as learning resource) = 20%  

1 x 4000 word essay = 80%  

All written assessments must be submitted via Canvas on or before the submission date.  

Read the regulations on plagiarism. If you do not understand what plagiarism is, ask. Ignorance is not 



an acceptable defence.  

Do not forget - you are allowed to submit essays early.  

 

DATES DUE 

 

8 November 2017 

1,000-word critical review  

(formative)  

Written feedback returned in class 

29 November 2017 

 

Oral presentation (20%) (summative) 

Written feedback on oral presentation returned 

 in class within 4 weeks of delivery throughout term 

 

8 January 2018 

4,000-word literature review (80%) 

 

Written feedback & mark  returned via CANVAS 

29 January 2018 

 

Academic Tutors provide feedback and consultation opportunities during office hours each week. 

 

Rationale for the assessment regime  
To align with the module’s learning outcomes, the module must assess your ability to analyse relevant 

academic literature and policy debates. This can best be achieved through an essay. The inclusion of a 

formative critical review allows you to practice your analytical skills and receive feedback on their 

strengths and weaknesses that they can take forward in future assessments.  

The oral presentation assesses the verbal component of your ability to articulate persuasive arguments, 

and also contributes to the development of professional skills that you are likely to find useful in your 

chosen career after graduation, whether academic or non-academic in nature. This also encourages 

independent research skills and further consolidates the skills achieved throughout the module.  

 

Guidelines to the oral presentation  
All presentations MUST be prepared using a variety of sources, including the Internet. Presentations 

MUST be accompanied by a word-processed single page hand-out with COMPLETE references 

(Harvard style) and a bibliography. Please note that if you expect me to copy the handout for your 

presentation you must get it to me at least twenty four hours in advance. The requirements below 

MUST be met:  

 The presentation is to be no more than 20 minutes in length. Part of the exercise is to practice 

being concise.  

 It must be made from notes, not read out word-for-word.  

 It must address directly the question specified for that week’s presentation in the syllabus.  

 It must contain a bibliography of all works used, which must exceed the required readings.  

 It must contain accurate references (Harvard style).  

 It must be accompanied by a word processed handout no more than one side of A4 paper in 

length, which will act as a learning resource for the rest of the group. You must provide 

sufficient handouts for the students in the group, or ask me to do the photocopying for you 24 

hours in advance of the session.  

 There will be up to ten minutes for you to answer questions from the seminar group. In 

addition you must prepare two questions that relate to the topic you are addressing. These will 

be used to structure debate in the seminar.  

 The seminar tutor will provide comments on your presentation via a written feedback sheet. 

When preparing for your presentation, bear in mind the importance of quality of handout, 



presentation style (pace, volume, and time management), and the presentation’s content and 

contribution to the entire seminar. The comments and mark on the feedback sheet will be 

returned to you in class within two weeks.  

 The presentation will be assessed on the basis of your ability to produce a concise and 

pertinent argument, convey ideas and concepts clearly, and lead debate effectively.  

 

Guidelines to the critical review  
This short exercise is due halfway through the term (Week 7, just after Study Week). Producing a short 

critical review of an academic article from the shortlist below will enable you to develop vital critical 

skills that will stand you in good stead for the production of the assessed essay. The critical review 

exercise examines the ability to write fluently and coherently with close reference to one source and to 

engage critically with the assumptions and arguments put forward in the article.  

In this assignment you are to choose one academic, scholarly article from the list below. You will want 

to include:  

 a complete and accurate bibliographic reference to the article and references to the text 

wherever appropriate;  

 a paragraph describing its argument, its perspective, and its underlying assumptions;  

 a paragraph assessing its strengths and weaknesses;  

 a paragraph assessing where, if at all, the author has used literature critically;  

 a paragraph outlining how this piece makes a contribution to academic debates.  

 

If you choose to use additional sources in critiquing the article you review, you must provide a 

bibliography and complete references.  

 

The list of articles from which you can choose is:  

 

Weber, Cynthia (2015) Why is there no queer international theory? European Journal of International 

Relations, 21 (1). pp. 27-51. ISSN 1354-0661 

Pratt, Nicola (2013) ‘Reconceptualizing Gender, Re-inscribing Racial–Sexual Boundaries in 

International Security: The Case of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on “Women, Peace and 

Security”’, International Studies Quarterly,  57, (4), 772-783. 

Caprioli, M., 2000, ‘Gendered Conflict’ Journal of Peace Research 37(1), 51-68.  

Caprioli, M. and M. Boyer , 2001, ‘Gender, Violence and International Crisis’ Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 45(4), 503-18. 8  

Carpenter, R. C. 2013, Innocent Women and Children: Gender norms and the protection of civilians, 

London: Ashgate.  

Cohn, Carol, 1987, ‘Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defence Intellectuals,’ Signs: Journal of 

Women in Culture and Society, 12(4), pp.687-718.  

Cockburn, Cynthia (2010) ‘Gender Relations as Causal in Militarisation and War, International 

Feminist Journal of Politics, 12, (2), 139-157.  

Baaz, Maria and Maria Stern (2009) ‘Why Do Soldiers Rape? Masculinity, Violence, and Sexuality in 

the Armed Forces in the Congo (DRC)’, International Studies Quarterly, 53, (2), 495–518 

Skjelsbaek, Inger (2012) ‘Responsibility to Protect or Prevent? Victims and Perpetrators of Sexual 

Violence Crimes in Armed Conflicts’, Global Responsibility to Protect, 4, (2), 160-1 

Sivakumaran, Sandesh (2007) ‘Sexual Violence Against Men in Armed Conflict’, European Journal of 

International Law, 18, (2), 253–276.  

Brunner, Claudia ‘Female Suicide Bombers – Male Suicide Bombing? Looking for 

Gender in Reporting the Suicide Bombings of the Israeli–Palestinian Conflict’, 

Global Society, 19, 1 (2005), 29–48. 

Zedalis, Debra (2004) The Female Suicide Bomber, Hawaii, University Press of the 

Pacific. 

Frances S. Hasso ‘Discursive and Political Deployments by/of the 2002 Palestinian Women Suicide 

Bombers/Martyrs’, Feminist Review, 81 (2005), 26. 

Shepherd, Laura, 2006, ‘Veiled References: Constructions of Gender in the Bush Administration 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/isqu.12032/abstract


Discourse on the Attacks on Afghanistan post-9/11’ International Feminist Journal of Politics 8(1), 

pp.19-41  

Harrington, Carol ‘The Politics of Rescue: Peacekeeping and Anti-Trafficking 

Programmes in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo’, International Feminist Journal of Politics, 7, 2 

(2005), 175–206. 

 

 

Guidelines for the essay  
The essay questions offered on this module are deliberately broad so that you have some flexibility in 

how you choose to respond to the essay questions. As such, it is important for you to explain how you 

have approached your selected essay question in the introduction to your assignment. For further tips 

on how to write a good essay see: www.sagepub.com/upm-data/39896_9780857023711.pdf  

 

Textbooks  

(In disability accessible form) 
1.  Steans, Jill (2013) Gender and International Relations: Theory, Practice, Policy, Cambridge: Polity 

Press. 

 

2. Steans, Jill and Daniela Tepe-Belfrage (2016) Handbook of Gender in World Politics, Cheltenham: 

Edward Elgar. 

 

3. Meger, Sara (2016)  Rape Loot Pillage: The Political Economy of Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict. 

New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

4.  Weber, C. (2016) Queer International Relations: Sovereignty, Sexuality and the Will to Knowledge, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

5. Ackerly, B. Stern, M. and True, J. (2006) Feminist Methodologies for International Relations, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

 

 

Relevant academic journals  

 
KEY JOURNAL 

 

International Feminist Journal of Politics 

 

OTHER USEFUL JOURNALS 

 

British Journal of Politics and International Relations 

European Journal of International Relations 

Global Society 

International Studies Perspectives 

International Studies Review 

Millennium: Journal of International Studies 

Review of International Studies 



Critical Security Studies 

Security Studies 

Critical Terrorism Studies 

Sexualities 

Signs 

Women’s Studies International Forum 

Feminist Review 

Browsing online journals is also a good research technique – go to http://www.elibrary.bham.ac.uk/ . 

The International Feminist Journal of Politics is particularly relevant for feminist IR. You can also 

browse electronic journals’ contents pages for useful articles. A list of journals relevant to this unit is 

given below. This list is not exhaustive. Use the library search engine to find other useful journals by 

title or keyword.  

 

Relevant Documentaries, Films and other Media Sources 

 

This list is by no means extensive, but these documentaries complement specific topics/weeks 

covered on the course and might be viewed ahead of the seminar. Links are included for sources 

currently available online (for free).  

 

Me, My Sex and I 

Excellent BBC documentary on intersex; challenges received notions of the ‘truth’ of sex. 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/me-my-sex-and-i/ 

Miss-Representations 

Media representation of female politicians (US).  

http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Representation-Cory-

Booker/dp/B006GRWCF2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1344280592&sr=8-

1&keywords=Miss+Representation 

Dangerous Living 

Human Rights and Sexuality in Developing World 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0379752/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dangerous_Living:_Coming_Out_in_the_Developing_World 

http://www.afterstonewall.com/1/dangerous.html 

The Transgender Taboo 

Personal stories from different corners of the world 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/taboo-transgender/ 

Call Me Kuchu 

The life and death of LGBTI human rights campaigner David Kato 

https://www.netflix.com/title/70276338 

Calling the Ghosts 

Rape/sexual violence in war (Bosnia) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFc0o0cVnwU 

In the Land of Blood and Honey 

Directed by Angelina Jolie, a film about rape in warfare (Bosnia) 

As if I am not There 

Sexual Violence (Bosnia) 

A Woman in Berlin 

Sexual Violence in Conflict (Berlin) 

BeFrier und BeFreite (Parts 1 and 2) 

Helke Sander’s (director) interviews soldiers and rape survivors (Berlin) 

Sorrowful Homecoming 

Korean Comfort Women 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRmhsulHpLE 

The Whistleblower 

Sex-Trafficking/UN Peacekeepers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_5Ta6BzJ9I 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/me-my-sex-and-i/
http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Representation-Cory-Booker/dp/B006GRWCF2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1344280592&sr=8-1&keywords=Miss+Representation
http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Representation-Cory-Booker/dp/B006GRWCF2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1344280592&sr=8-1&keywords=Miss+Representation
http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Representation-Cory-Booker/dp/B006GRWCF2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1344280592&sr=8-1&keywords=Miss+Representation
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0379752/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dangerous_Living:_Coming_Out_in_the_Developing_World
http://www.afterstonewall.com/1/dangerous.html
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/taboo-transgender/
https://www.netflix.com/title/70276338
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFc0o0cVnwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_5Ta6BzJ9I


The Invisible War 

Rape and Sexual Violence in the US Military 

http://www.democracynow.org/2012/1/30/the_invisible_war_new_film_exposes 

Taxi to the Dark Side 

Documentary about Torture and Human Rights Abuses at Begram and Abu Ghraib 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/taxi-to-the-dark-side/ 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0854678/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxi_to_the_Dark_Side 

Standard Operating Procedure 

Documentary about the ‘bad apples’ of Abu Ghraib which offers a critique of framing practices. Flags 

how many acts portrayed as torture were ‘standard operating procedure’, thus implicating the US 

military rather than attributing blame to ‘rogue’ soldiers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YooG1hrPNNg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Operating_Procedure_(film) 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0896866/ 

The Ghosts of Abu Ghraib 

Examines and contextualizes abuse and torture of prisoners. Probes the psychology of the torturer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxfPpi7IUaU 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0912585/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghosts_of_Abu_Ghraib 

Britz 

Dramatization on British Muslim experience post-9/11 

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/britz 

 

 

Online databases  
Online databases are accessible through the Information Services website at 

http://www.isresearch.bham.ac.uk/. The page also gives information on how to go about using 

databases as a research resource. ZETOC, Lexis/ Nexis, IBSS and Web of Knowledge are particularly 

useful for Law, Politics and IR.  

Internet sources  
You are encouraged to explore Internet sources for your presentations and essays, but be aware that 

these cover a wide range of standards, from very scholarly to pure drivel. Also be aware that your 

seminar tutors know how to use search engines and that all information gathered from Internet 

research needs to be appropriately referenced.  

Journals  
If you have trouble finding hard copies of journals, be sure that you also check the library’s holdings 

of electronic journals. These are easily accessible through the library’s home page at 

http://www.elibrary.bham.ac.uk/. Be advised that the library does not necessarily hold paper copies of 

e-journals and vice versa, so you should always check both locations.  

 

Weekly Readings 

  

Week 1  

 

PART ONE: INTRODUCTION 

 

Introduction and overview of the course  

 

Seminar  

Feminist approaches to conflict, peace and security 

http://www.democracynow.org/2012/1/30/the_invisible_war_new_film_exposes
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/taxi-to-the-dark-side/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0854678/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxi_to_the_Dark_Side
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YooG1hrPNNg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Operating_Procedure_(film)
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0896866/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxfPpi7IUaU
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0912585/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghosts_of_Abu_Ghraib
http://www.channel4.com/programmes/britz


 

Preliminary Reading 

Approaches to gender and sexuality in world politics: overview 

Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 Steans, Jill (2013) Gender and International Relations: Theory, Practice, 

Policy. 

Gender as a ‘variable’ in security studies 

Jenny Russell and Hudson, Valerie (2016) ‘Gender and Security’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, 

Handbook of Gender in World Politics, Cheltenham, Edward Elgar. 

Feminist Security Studies 

Laura Shepherd (2016) ‘Feminist Security Studies’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook. 

Methodologies 

Hansen, Lene, 2010, ‘Ontologies, epistemologies, methodologies’ in Laura J. Shepherd (ed.) Gender 

Matters in Global Politics, London: Routledge.  

 

 

Week 2  

 

PART ONE: INTRODUCTION 

 

Gender is not a synonym for women 

 

Seminar 

 

1. Why do we need to address men as men in discussions on masculinity, conflict and violence? 

2. Should we speak of hegemonic or militarized masculinity or masculinities?  

3. Why is heteronormativity such a key concept in the study of conflict and violence? 

 

Watch ahead of class 

 

Cindy Weber on Queer Theory and International Relations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8MgE0fc9Ws 

 

Reading  

 

Paul Kirby (2016) ‘Masculinities in International Relations’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook. 

Sexualities 

Terell Carver (2016) ‘Sex, Gender and Sexuality’, in Steans and Tepe-Befrage, Handbook. 

Markus Thiel ‘LGBTQ politics and International Relations: Here? Queer? Used to it?’ International 

Politics Reviews October 2014, Volume 2, Issue 2,51–60 

Toni Johnson (2016) ‘LGBTI Rights in International Context’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook 

 

 

Week 3  

 

PART TWO: UN WOMEN AND SECURITY AGENDA 

 

 

UNSCR 1325 and subsequent resolutions 

 

Seminar 

 

1. What is gender mainstreaming? How has the United Nations Security Council ‘mainstreamed’ 

gender? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8MgE0fc9Ws
https://link.springer.com/journal/41312
https://link.springer.com/journal/41312
https://link.springer.com/journal/41312/2/2/page/1


2. Are the disappointments of UNSCR 1325 best explained in terms of the discourse/language and 

framing of ‘gender’ within the resolution? Or do we need to consider structural factors and 

institutional contexts? 

3. Are feminists activists empower or co-opted in engagements with the UN Women Peace and 

Security Agenda? 

 

Watch ahead of class 

 

Jaqui True on UNSCR 1325 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvsj7D50X1s 

 

 

Reading  

 

McLeod, Laura (2016) ‘The Women Peace and Security Resolutions: UNSCR 1325 to 2122.’ In: 

Steans, Jill and Daniela Tepe-Belfrage (eds.) Handbook of Gender in World Politics, Oxford: Edward 

Elgar 

 

Jacqui True (2016) ‘How Effective is Gender Mainstreaming in International Peace and Security 

Policymaking?’,  in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage Handbook 

 

Jennifer Klot (2015) The United Nations Security Council’s Agenda on ‘Women, Peace and Security’: 

Bureaucratic Pathologies and Unrealised Potential (chapter 2). Available online: 

http://etheses.lse.ac.uk/3101/1/Klot_The_United_Nations_Security_Council%E2%80%99s_Agenda.pdf 

 

 

 

Week 4  

 

PART TWO: UN WOMEN AND SECURITY AGENDA 

 

 

Peacekeeping 

 

Seminar  

 

1. Are peacekeepers a threat to women’s security? 

2. In what sense and why does Duncanson think that peacekeepers can be ‘forces for good’? 

3. Is the concept of military masculinities helpful in understanding how peacekeeping operates in 

practice? Or do we need to adopt a more nuanced and plural conception of military 

masculinities? 

 

Watch ahead of class 

 

The Whistleblower 

Sex-Trafficking/UN Peacekeepers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_5Ta6BzJ9I 

 

Reading  

 

Steans, Jill (2013) (3
rd

 edition) Gender and International Relations, Cambridge: Polity Press (chapter 6). 

Harrington, Carol (2016) ‘Peacekeeping.’ In: Jill Steans and Daniela Tepe-Belfrage (eds.) Handbook of 

Gender in World Politics, Oxford: Edward Elgar (page references not yet available) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvsj7D50X1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_5Ta6BzJ9I


Duncanson, Clare ‘Forces for Good? Narratives of Military Masculinity in 

Peacekeeping Operations’, International Feminist Journal of Politics, 11, 1 (2009), 

63–80. 

Higate, Paul (2016) ‘Solving the Problem of Men and Masculinities in the Private Military and Security 

Industry.’ In: Jill Steans and Daniela Tepe-Belfrage (eds.) Handbook of Gender in World Politics, 

Oxford: Edward Elgar, (page references not yet available). 

Doezema, Jo ‘Now You See Her, Now You Don’t: Sex Workers at the UN Trafficking 

Protocol Negotiations’, Social and Legal Studies, 14, 1 (2005), 61–89. 

Ling, Lily H. M., and Anna A. Agathangelou ‘Desire Industries: Sex Trafficking, UN 

Peace-Keeping and the Neo-Liberal World Order’, Brown Journal of World Affairs, 

10, 1 (2003), 133–48. 

 

Week 5  

 

PART TWO: UN WOMEN AND SECURITY AGENDA 

 

 

Peace and post-war conflict resolution and reconstruction 

 

Seminar 

 

1. Do women have a unique contribution to make to peacebuilding? 

2. Can women articulate their experiences of war only in the language of victimhood or as 

peacemakers? 

 

Reading 

 

Confortini, Catia Cecilia ‘Doing Feminist Peace’, International Feminist Journal of 

Politics, 13, 3 (2011), 349–70. 

Puechguirbal, Nadine (2010) ‘Peacekeeping, peacebuilding and postconflict reconstruction’, in Laura J. 

Shepherd (ed.) Gender Matters in Global Politics, London: Routledge.  

Paul Grady (2013) ‘The Public Life of Narratives’, in Molly Andrews, Connie Squire and Maria 

Tamboukou, Doing Narrative Research, London: Sage. 

 

Week 6 – Reading Week 

 

Week 7  

 

 

PART THREE: SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT 

 

 

Rape in War 

 

Watch ahead of class 

 

Calling the Ghosts 

Rape/sexual violence in war (Bosnia) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFc0o0cVnwU 

 

 

Seminar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFc0o0cVnwU


 

1. How is rape a tactic or strategic weapon in war? 

2. Why is there a pervasive silence around the subject of rape in war? Is this problem exacerbated 

when the victims of sexual violence are men and boys or LGBTI people? 

3. Should sex-trafficking in conflict situations be classed as sexual violence, rape or sexual 

slavery in all circumstances? How do issues of structure and agency bear on this debate? 

 

 

Reading  

 

Paula Drumond ‘Conflict-related sexual violence’ in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook 

Stiglmayer, Alexandra (1994) Mass Rape: The War against Women in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Lincoln: 

Nebraska University Press (Introduction). 

Carpenter, R. Charli (2006) ‘Recognizing Gender-Based Violence against Civilian Men and Boys in 

Conflict Situations’, Security Dialogue, 37, (1), 83–103 

Doezema, Jo ‘Now You See Her, Now You Don’t: Sex Workers at the UN Trafficking 

Protocol Negotiations’, Social and Legal Studies, 14, 1 (2005), 61–89. 

 

Week 8  

 

PART THREE: SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT 

 

Developments in International Law 

 

Seminar 

 

1. What roles have feminist activists and advocates played in elevating sexual violence to a war 

crime or crime against humanity prosecuted at the highest level? 

2. Why does rape in war seemingly inevitably entangled in the identity politics? 

3. International humanitarian law deems the circumstances of war ‘inherently coercive’? What 

does these mean for how we view women’s agency in war? 

 

Reading  

 

Helen Kinsella ‘With all due Regard to their Sex’ in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook. 

Doris Buss ‘The International Criminal Courts’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook. 

Jutta Joachim (2016) NGOs, Feminist Activism and Human Rights, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, 

Handbook. 

Chinkin, Christine (2014) 'Gender and armed conflict', in Clapham, Andrew and Gaeta, Paola, The 

Oxford Handbook of International Law in Armed Conflict, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 675-679 

Clapham, Andrew and Gaeta, Paola (2014) The Oxford Handbook of International Law in Armed 

Conflict, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Gardam, Judith (1997) 'Women and the law of armed conflict: why the silence?', The International and 

Comparative Law Quarterly, 46,(1),55-80 

 

 

 

Week 9  

 

PART THREE: SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT 

 

Sexual violence and militarism 

 



 

Watch ahead of class 

 

The Invisible War 

Rape and Sexual Violence in the US Military 

http://www.democracynow.org/2012/1/30/the_invisible_war_new_film_exposes 

 

Reading  

GQ Special on sexual violence against men in the military:  https://www.gq.com/long-form/male-

military-rape 

Rosemary Slaine (2016) Sexual Assault in the US Military, Santa Barbara: Praeger Press (chapter 1). 

 

 

 

Week 10  

 

PART FOUR: GENDER IN GLOBAL TERRORISM 

 

The War on Terror and Abu Ghraib 

 

 

Watch ahead of class: 

 

 

Taxi to the Dark Side 

Documentary about Torture and Human Rights Abuses at Begram and Abu Ghraib 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/taxi-to-the-dark-side/ 

 Or: Standard Operating Procedure 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YooG1hrPNNg 

Or: The Ghosts of Abu Ghraib 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxfPpi7IUaU 

 

Seminar 

 

1. Why did women’s human rights figure so prominently in Western discourse on the War on 

Terror? 

2. Why do you think Lynndie England (specifically) was afforded preeminent attention in the 

media coverage of the Abu Ghraib scandal? 

3. Why did Abu Ghraib so unsettle feminist peace activists like Barbara Ehrenreich?  What are the 

implications of ‘bad women’ for feminist theorising about conflict, peace and security? 

 

 

Reading  

 

Hunt, Krista, 2002, ‘The Strategic Co-optation of Women’s Rights: Discourse in the ‘War on 

Terrorism’’, in International Feminist Journal of Politics, 4(1), pp.116-121.  

Herjeet Marway and Heather Widdows (2015) Women and Violence: the agency of victims and 

perpetrators, London: Palgrave/MacMillian (Introduction) 

Either: Sjoberg, Laura and Caron Gentry (2007) Mothers, Monsters, Whores: Women’s Violence in 

Global Politics, Chicago: Chicago University Press (chapter 3) 

Or:Tara McKelvey (2007) One of the Guys: Women as Aggressors and Torturers, Emeryville, CA; Seal 

Press (Introduction) 

 

http://www.democracynow.org/2012/1/30/the_invisible_war_new_film_exposes
https://www.gq.com/long-form/male-military-rape
https://www.gq.com/long-form/male-military-rape
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/taxi-to-the-dark-side/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YooG1hrPNNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxfPpi7IUaU


Week 11  

 

PART FOUR: GENDER IN GLOBAL TERRORISM 

 

Female Suicide Bombers 

 

Seminar  

 

1. Why are the actions and motives of female suicide bombers often/usually explained by 

reference to their gendered relationships to others (mothers, daughters etc) rather than political 

motivations for action? 

2. Do female suicide bombers pose particular security risks? 

3. Do you agree with Brunner that there is an occidental bias to much Western discourse on FSB? 

 

Watch ahead of class 

 

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/britz 

 

Reading  

 

Claudia Brunner ‘Female Suicide Bombers’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook 

Bloom, Mia ‘Mother. Daughter. Sister. Bomber’, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 61, 

6 (2005), 54. 

Frances S. Hasso ‘Discursive and Political Deployments by/of the 2002 Palestinian Women Suicide 

Bombers/Martyrs’, Feminist Review, 81 (2005), 26. 

Claudia Brunner ‘Occidentalism Meets the Female Suicide Bomber: A Critical Reflection on Recent 

Terrorism Debates; A Review Essay’, Signs, 32, 4 (2005), 963. 

Lindsey O’Rourke ‘What’s Special about Female Suicide Terrorism?’ Security Studies, 18, 4 

(2009), 684. 

 

ADDITIONAL READING 

 

GENERAL READING 

 

 

Methodologies 

 

Ackerly, Brooke, Maria Stern and Jacqui True, (eds) 2006, Feminist Methodologies for International 

Relations, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Harding, Sandra, 1991, Whose Science? Whose Knowledge? Thinking from Women’s Lives, Ithaca, 

NY: Cornell University Press.  

Harding, Sandra, (ed.) 1987, Feminism and Methodology, Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.  

Celine-Marie Pascale (2011) Cartographies of Knowledge, London: Sage. 

Paul Grady (2013) ‘The Public Life of Narratives’, in Molly Andrews, Connie Squire and Maria 

Tamboukou, Doing Narrative Research, London: Sage. 

 

 

Queer Theory 

 

Weber, C. (2016) Queer International Relations: Sovereignty, Sexuality and the Will to Knowledge, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Judith Butler (1993) Bodies that Matter: On the Discursive Limits of ‘Sex’, London, 

Routledge. 



Judith Butler (2009) Frames of War. Available at: http://humanities.wisc.edu/assets/misc/Butler.pdf 

Foucault, Michel (1998) (Translation Robert Hurtley) The History of Sexuality: The Will 

to Knowledge vol. I, London, Penguin. 

Fryer, David Ross (2010) Thinking Queerly, Boulder, Colo., Paradigm Publishers. 

Green, Adam ‘Gay But Not Queer: Toward a Post-Queer Study of Sexuality’, Theory 

and Society, 31, 4 (2002), 521–45. 

Wilchins, Riki (2004). Queer Theory Gender Theory, Los Angeles, Alyson Books. 

Sharpe Andrew (2010) Foucault's Monsters and the Challenge of Law, London: Routledge. 

 

 

LGBTI 

 

Manuela Lavinas Picq and Markus Thiel (2015) Sexualities in World Politics: How LGBTQ Claims 

Shape International Relations, London: Routledge. 

Toni Johnson (2016) ‘LGBTI Rights in International Context’, in Steans and Tepe-Belfrage, Handbook 

Dennis Altman and Jonathan Symons (2016)  Queer Wars: The New Global Polarization over Gay 

Rights, Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Barker, Nicola (2013) Not the Marrying Kind: A Feminist Critique of Same-Sex Marriage, London: 

Palgrave. 

Cooper, Davina (1995) Power in Struggle: Feminism, Sexuality and the State, New York: New York 

University Press 

Douglas, Stacy Suhraiya Jivraj & Sarah Lamble (2011) ‘Liabilities of queer anti-racist critique’, 

Feminist Legal Studies, 19, (2), 107-118 

Gerber, Paula and Joel Gory (2014) ‘The UN human rights committee and LGBT rights: what is it 

doing? What could it be doing?’, Human Rights Law Review, 14, (3), 403-439. 

Grabham, Emily, Davina Cooper, Jane Krishnadas and Didi Herman (2009) Intersectionality and 

Beyond: Law, Power and the Politics of Location, London: Routledge. 

Gross, Aeyal (2008) ‘Sex, love and marriage: questioning gender and sexuality rights in international 

law’, Leiden Journal of International Law, 21, 235-253 

Helfer, Laurence and Erik Voeten (2014) ‘International courts as agents of legal change: evidence from 

LGBT rights in Europe’, International Organization, 68, 1, 77-110. 

Human Rights Watch (December 2008) This Alien Legacy: The Origins of Sodomy “Laws” in British 

Colonialism. Available at: http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/lgbt1208_webwcover.pdf 

(accessed June 2015). 

Moran, Leslie J. (1996) The Homosexual(ity) of Law, London: Routledge 

Mertus, Julie (2007) ‘The rejection of human rights framings: The case of LGBT advocacy in the US’, 

Human Rights Quarterly, 29, 1036-1064. 

Turk, Volker (2013) ‘Ensuring protection to LGBTI persons of concern’, International Journal of 

Refugee Law, 25,(1), 120-129. 

Waites, Matthew (2009), ‘A critique of sexual orientation and gender identity in human rights 

discourse: global queer politics beyond the Yogyakarta principles’, Contemporary Politics, 5, (1), 137-

156. 

Weait, Matthew (2007) The Criminalisation of HIV Transmission, London: Routledge. 

Randy Shilts (1993) Conduct Unbecoming: Gays and Lesbians in the US Military, New York: St 

Martin’s Press. 

 

Men and Masculinity (General) 

 

Hooper, Charlotte (2001) Masculinities, International Relations and Gender Politics, New 

York, Columbia University Press. 

Jones, Adam Gender Inclusive: Writings on Violence, Men, and Feminist International Relations, 

London: Routledge, 2008.  

Jones , Adam ‘Engendering Debate’, Review of International Studies, 24, 2 (1998), 

299–303. 

Parpart, Jane L., and Marysia Zalewski (eds.) (2008) Rethinking the Man Question 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/lgbt1208_webwcover.pdf


Raewyn Connell (1995) Maculinities, Los Angles, University of California Press. 

Bob Prease and Keith Pringle (2001) A Man’s World? Changing Men’s Practices in a Globalised 

World, London, Zed Books. 

Michael S.  Kimmel, Jeff Hearn, Raewyn Connell (eds) Handbook of Studies on Men and 

Masculinities London, Sage Publications, 420-41. 

Michael Flood and Judith K. Gardiner (eds) International Encyclopedia of Men and Masculinities, 

New England, Northeastern University Press, 187–90. 

Barker, Gary et. al. (2010) What Men have to Do with It: Public Policies Promoting Gender Equality. 

Washington, DC: The Men and Gender Equality Policy Project, International Center for Research on 

Women and Instituto Promundo. Available at : http://www.icrw.org/files/publications/What-Men-

Have-to-Do-With-It.pdf (accessed November, 2016). 

 

The Men’s Bibliography 

http://mensbiblio.xyonline.net 

 

READINGS ON CONFLICT, PEACE AND SECURITY 

 

Feminist Approaches to Conflict and Security (General)  

 

Elshtain, Jean Bethke (1987) Women and War, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

Enloe, Cynthia (2010) Nimo’s War, Emma’s War: Making Feminist Sense of the Iraq War. Berkeley: 

University of California Press.  

Detraz, Nicole (2012) International Security and Gender, Cambridge, Polity 

Press. 

Shepherd, Laura (2008) Gender, Violence and Security: Discourse as Practice, London, Zed 

Books. 

Sjoberg, Laura (ed.) Special Issue, ‘Security Studies: Feminist Contributions’, 

Security Studies, 18, 2 (2009), 183‐369. 

Wibben, Annick (2010) Feminist Security Studies: A Narrative Approach, London, 

Routledge. 

Hansen, Lene ‘The Little Mermaid’s Silent Security Dilemma and the Absence of 

Gender in the Copenhagen School’, Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 29, 

2 (2000), 285–306. 

Cockburn, Cynthia, 2010, ‘Militarism and war’, in Laura J. Shepherd (ed.) Gender Matters in Global 

Politics, London: Routledge.  

Shepherd, Laura J., 2010, ‘Gendering Security’, in J. Peter Burgess (ed.) Handbook of New Security 

Studies, London: Routledge.  

Blanchard, Eric, 2003, ‘Gender, International Relations and the Development of Feminist Security 

Theory’, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 28(4), pp. 1289-1312.  

Broadhead, Lee-Anne, 2000, ‘Re-Packaging Notions of Security: A Skeptical Feminist Response to 

Recent Efforts’ pp. 27-44 in Jacobs, Susie, Jacobson, Ruth, and Marchbank, Jennifer, (eds.), States of 

Conflict: Gender, Violence and Resistance, London: Zed Books.  

Caprioli, M., 2000, ‘Gendered Conflict’ Journal of Peace Research 37(1), 51-68.  

Caprioli, M. and M. Boyer , 2001, ‘Gender, Violence and International Crisis’ Journal of Conflict 

Resolution 45(4), 503-18. 8  

Carpenter, R. C. 2013, Innocent Women and Children: Gender norms and the protection of civilians, 

London: Ashgate.  

Cohn, Carol, 1987, ‘Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defence Intellectuals,’ Signs: Journal of 

Women in Culture and Society, 12(4), pp.687-718.  

Cooke, Miriam and Angela Woollacott (eds) (1993), Gendering War Talk Princeton New Jersey: 

Princeton University Press.  

Enloe, C et al (2003), ‘Post Gulf-War Forum’, in International Feminist Journal of Politics, vol.5, 

no.3, pp.461-470  

Giles, Wenona and Hyndman, Jennifer, (eds), 2004, Sites of Violence: Gender and Conflict Zones, 

London and Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  

http://www.icrw.org/files/publications/What-Men-Have-to-Do-With-It.pdf
http://www.icrw.org/files/publications/What-Men-Have-to-Do-With-It.pdf
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Grant, Rebecca, 1992, ‘The Quagmire of Gender and International Security,’ in V. Spike Peterson 

(ed.), Gendered States: Feminist (Re)Visions of International Relations Theory Boulder: Lynne 

Rienner  

Hoogensen, Gunhild and Rottem, Svein Vigeland, 2004, ‘Gender Identity and the Subject of Security’, 

Security Dialogue, 35(2), pp. 155-171.  

Jacobs, Susie, Jacobson, Ruth, and Marchbank, Jennifer, (eds.), 2000, States of Conflict: Gender, 

Violence and Resistance, London: Zed Books.  

Kahn, A. et al, 2003, ‘Gendering War Talk’, International Feminist Journal of Politics, 5(3), pp.448- 

460  

Masters, Cristina, 2010, ‘Cyborg soldiers and militarised masculinities’, in Laura J. Shepherd (ed.) 

Gender Matters in Global Politics, London: Routledge.  

Niva, Steve, 1998, ‘Tough and Tender: New World Order Masculinity and the Gulf War’ pp. 109-128 

in M. Zalewski and J. Parpart (eds.) The ‘Man’ Question in International Relations, Oxford: 

Westview.  

Peterson, V. Spike, 1992, ‘Security and Sovereign States: What is at Stake in Taking Feminism 

Seriously?’, pp. 31-64 in Peterson, V. Spike, (ed.), Gendered States: Feminist (Re)Visions of 

International Relations Theory, London and Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner.  

Shepherd, Laura J. 2008, Gender, Violence and Security: Discourse as Practice London: Zed.  

Sjoberg, Laura and Caron E. Gentry, 2007, Mothers, Monsters, Whores: Women’s Violence in Global 

Politics London: Zed.  

Sjoberg, Laura, 2011, ‘Gender, the State, and War Redux: Feminist International Relations across the 

‘Levels of Analysis’, International Relations, 25(1), pp. 108-134.  

Sylvester, Christine, 1987, ‘Some Dangers in Merging Feminist and Peace Projects,’ Millennium 

19(1), pp. 493-509.  

Young, Iris Marion, 2003, ‘The Logic of Masculinist Protection: Reflections on the Current Security 

State’, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 29(1), pp. 1-25.  

Gender and genocide  

D’Cruze, Shani and Rao, Anupama, 2004, ‘Violence and the Vulnerabilities of Gender’, Gender and 

History, 16(3), pp. 495-512.  

Jones, Adam, 2010, ‘Genocide and mass violence’, in Laura J. Shepherd (ed.) Gender Matters in 

Global Politics, London: Routledge.  

Further Reading  

Cockburn, Cynthia, 2004, ‘The Continuum of Violence: A Gender Perspective on War and Peace’, pp. 

24-44 in Giles, Wenona and Hyndman, Jennifer, (eds), Sites of Violence: Gender and Conflict Zones, 

London and Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  

Cockburn, Cynthia, 2001, ‘The Gendered Dynamic of Armed Conflict and Political Violence’ pp. 13-

29 in Moser, Caroline and Clark, Fiona (eds.), Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? Gender, Armed 

Conflict and Political Violence, London: Zed Books.  

El-Bushra, Judy, 2004, ‘Fused in Combat: Gender Relations and Armed Conflict’, pp. 152-171 in 

Afshar, Haleh and Eade, Deborah, (eds), Development, Women and War: Feminist Perspectives, 

Oxford: Oxfam GB.  

El-Bushra, Judy, 2000, ‘Transforming Conflict: Some Thoughts on a Gendered Understanding of 

Conflict Processes’, pp. 66-86 in Jacobs, Susie, Jacobson, Ruth and Marchbank, Jennifer, (eds), States 

of Conflict: Gender, Violence and Resistance, London: Zed Books.  

El Jack, Amani, 2003, ‘Gender and Armed Conflict: Overview Report’, BRIDGE Cutting Edge Pack 

Series, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies.  

Jones, Adam, 2002, ‘Gender and Genocide in Rwanda’, Journal of Genocide Research, 4(1), pp. 65-

94.  

Mazurana, Dyan, 2005, ‘Gender and the Causes and Consequences of Armed Conflict’ pp. 29-42 in 

Mazurana, Dyan, Raven-Roberts, Angela and Parpart, Jane (eds), Gender, Conflict and Peacekeeping, 

Oxford and Lanham MD: Rowman and Littlefield.  

Peterson, V. Spike, 1999, ‘Sexing Political Identities/ Nationalism as Heterosexism’, International 

Feminist Journal of Politics, 1(1), pp. 34-65.  

Robin Riley, Chandra Talpade Mohanty and Minnie Bruce Pratt (2008) Feminism and War: 

Confronting US Imperialism, London: ZED Books. 



 

Militaries/Militarism 

 

Mackenzie, Megan (2015) Beyond the Band of Brothers: The US Military and the Myth that Women 

Can't Fight. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Cockburn, Cynthia (2010) ‘Gender Relations as Causal in Militarisation and War, International 

Feminist Journal of Politics, 12, (2), 139-157.  

Daniel Conway (2012) Stop the Call Up: Masculinities, Militarisation and the End Conscription 

Campaign, Manchester: Manchester University Press. 

Enloe, Cynthia, 1983, Does Khaki Become You? The Militarization of Women’s Lives, London: Pluto 

Press. 

Enloe, Cynthia (2007) Globalization and Militarism: Feminists Make the Link, Oxford, 

Rowman and Littlefield. 

Hooper, Charlotte, 2001, Manly States: Masculinities, International Relations and Gender Politics, 

New York, NY: Columbia University Press. 

Aaron Belkin (2012) Bring Me Men: Military Masculinity and the Benign Façade of American 

Empire, London: Hurst. 

Mary R. Hopkin (ed) (2010) Men of Peace: World War II Conscientious Objectors, Belize: 

Producciones de la Hamaca. 

Louise Bibbins (2009) Telling Tales about Men: Conceptions of Conscientious Objectors to Military 

Service during the First World War, Manchester: Manchester University Press. 

Miriam Cooke (1996) Women and the War Story, Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Katherine Moon (1997) Sex Among Allies: Military Prostitution in US-Korean Relations, New York: 

Columbia University Press.  

Cockburn, Cynthia (2013), ‘War and security, women and gender: An overview of the issues’ Gender 

and Development, 21, (3), 433-452.  

Robert Dean (2001) Imperial Brotherhood: Gender and the Making of Cold War Foreign Policy, 
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Dahr Jamail (2009) The Will to Resist: Soldiers Who Refused to Fight in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

Chicago: Haymarket Books. 

Trish Wood (2006) What Was Asked of US; An Oral History of the Iraq War and the Soldiers Who 

Fought it,  New York: Back Bay Books. 
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Against the War, Oakland, CA: PM Press. 

Rosemary Slaine (2016) Sexual Assault in the US Military, Santa Barbara: Praeger Press. 

Helen Benedict (2009) The Lonely Soldier: the Private War of Women Serving in Iraq, Boston: Beacon 

Press. 

 

 

 

UNSCR 1325 and subsequent UN resolutions 

 

Pratt, Nicola, and Sophie Richter-Devroe (eds.) Special Issue, ‘Critically Examining 

UNSCR 1325’, International Feminist Journal of Politics, 13, 4 (2011), 489–611. 
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Chinkin, Christine, and Hilary Charlesworth ‘Building Women into Peace: the 
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937–57. 

Cohn, Carol, Sheri Gibbings and Helen Kinsella ‘Women, Peace and Security: 
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