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The Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights created this bibliography to 
provide a guide to the landscape of gendered research on roads, transportation, and 
mobility. Our goal is to bring together sources useful in thinking about how to rebuild 
physical infrastructure in postwar countries in ways that will contribute to gender-just 
sustainable peace. Because the literature explicitly linking gender analysis of roads, 
transportation, and mobility with postwar settings is still quite sparse, this bibliography 
casts a wider net. The sources we have chosen explore issues we think are important to 
address as part of postwar reconstruction, even though the authors are frequently not 
focused on postwar contexts at all. Thus, the research herein addresses issues related to: 
difficulties that women and children face when they live in communities that are 
inaccessible by main roads and highways; the ways that transportation infrastructure 
projects are affected by the inclusion or exclusion of gender considerations; and the impacts 
of policy, culture, and safety on women’s mobility.  

Although Consortium bibliographies are primarily focused on academic research, in this 
case we have decided to include sections for non-academic resources, including newspaper 
articles, blog posts, and reports from non-governmental and human rights organizations. 
Thus, the bibliography is divided into three core topics—roads, transportation, and 
mobility—and within each, there are separate sections for academic and non-academic 
sources.  

Consortium interns Julia Canney, Natasha Karunaratne, and Jasmine Wallack undertook 
the primary research for this bibliography, with additional contributions from Shannon 
Bownes, Tomesha Campbell, Nicholas Guthrie, Laura Beth Hooper, Amy Loper, Svenja 
McGrath, Anis Mebarki, Yael Nevo, Hallie Nothmann, Isabelle Scarborough, and 
Consortium staff members. Entries include citations, and, insofar as possible, abstracts or 
summaries. If you are familiar with resources that you think should be included in the next 
draft of this bibliography and/or in the Consortium's Research Hub, please send us the 
citation, and, if possible, the PDF. Resources can be submitted through our website 
at: http://genderandsecurity.org/projects-resources/bibliographic-resources. 

This bibliography was created by the Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights, 
as part of our Feminist Roadmap for Sustainable Peace and Planet (FRSPP) project. The 
FRSPP focuses on the transnational economic actors and processes that tend to deepen the 
inequalities that underlie armed conflicts and to undermine the prospects for peace that is 
both politically and environmentally sustainable. Its goal is to provide: forward-looking 
expert knowledge of those processes; analyses of their impacts on gender relations and 
other structural inequalities underlying armed conflicts; and recommendations for how to 
engage and modify those processes to be more supportive of the societal transformations 
critical to building gender-equitable, sustainable peace. Topics addressed in the FRSPP 
include, inter alia: the economic recovery policy prescriptions of international financial 
institutions; extractive industries and natural resource policy; land rights, large scale land 
acquisition and land grabbing; infrastructure reconstruction; and climate disruption. 

http://genderandsecurity.org/projects-resources/bibliographic-resources
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I. Gender, Roads and Roadbuilding 

 

A. Academic Resources  

 

 

Abhishek, Abraham, Cecilia Borgia, Kebede Manjur, Frank van Steenbergen, and Letty 

FarjadoVera. 2020. “Gender Mainstreaming in Rural Road Construction/Usage in 

Ethiopia: Impact and Implications.” Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers 

– Transport 173 (2): 122–31. 

 

Abstract:  

This study investigated the engagement of men, women spouses (WS) and women heads-

of-household (WHH) in the planning and construction of rural roads in two Ethiopian 

districts of Tigray and Amhara, and the differential impacts of rural roads on the mobility 

and transport of men, WS and WHH. The fieldwork established that there is a strong 

demand among women for both road use and employment opportunities in road 

construction. Compared with men, women demonstrated specific priorities with respect 

to rural road development, such as access to ambulance services, flat, wide and levelled 

roads, and improved access to means of transport. Although women's concerns have been 

slowly but steadily pushed up the planning agenda, there are gaps between gender 

provision in rural road development and implementation. The benefits of roads for 

women can be enhanced by \ targeting gender mainstreaming provisions to take into 

account the specific travel and transport needs of WS and WHH. (Abstract from original 

source) 

Keywords: government; infrastructure planning; local government 

 

 

Adom-Asamoah, Gifty, Clifford Amoako, and Kwasi Kwafo Adarkwa. 2020. "Gender 

Disparities in Rural Accessibility and Mobility in Ghana." Case Studies on 

Transport Policy 8 (1): 49-58. 

 

 Abstract: 

Many African governments claim that substantial proportions of development budgets are  

spent on transport infrastructure. However, physical access and mobility continue to be a 

challenge for rural dwellers. Several studies have attempted to establish the impact of 

such investments, using quantitative approaches, which are largely impersonal and have 

little or no direct personal impacts expressed by households. This paper explores 

household impacts of rural road investments under the Road Sector Development Project 

(RSDP) implemented by the Government of Ghana between 2002 and 2008. Based on a 

quasi-experimental design under the “withand-without” framework together with 

qualitative and participatory methods, the gendered impacts of the RSDP were assessed 

in selected communities along both “experimental” and “control” road corridors. The 

study reveals that transport needs and travel patterns in the selected communities are 

gendered; because they were differentiated for men and women. The paper also reveals 

the embedded social and economic benefits rural men and women derive from improved 
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access. For sustained impacts of rural road investments on residents; the issue of gender 

must be re-negotiated and properly understood. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; rural transport; accessibility; mobility; rural development; Ghana 

 

 

Bravo, Ana. 2002. “The Impact of Improved Rural Roads on Gender Relations in Peru.” 

Mountain Research and Development 22 (3): 221–4.  

  

 Abstract:  

 The Andean region of Peru covers over one third of the country’s territory and contains 

about 30% of its total population. Development is constrained by both natural and non-

natural barriers, especially in rural areas. Geographic isolation, difficult mountainous 

terrain, high costs associated with improving transport infrastructure, deficient services, 

and intermediate means of transport limit the mobility of the rural poor as well as their 

access to basic services and utilities. Illiteracy rates are high in rural areas; the rate for 

women (28.2%) is 3 times that of men (9.1%). Responsible de facto for family life 

activities (education, health, food, recreation, child-care, family relations, etc) and 

increasingly sharing productive and management roles with men, rural women carry a 

significant workload. The impact of improved rural roads on gender relations in the 

Peruvian Andes is highlighted in the present paper, with a focus on the example of the 

Rural Roads Program. Recommendations are made for more gender-sensitive policy 

programs in the transport sector. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Haina, Lu. 2019. “Adding a Gender Perspective to China's Belt and Road Initiative as an 

International Human Rights Obligation.” Frontiers of Law in China 14 (4): 455-77. 

 

 Abstract: 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has a significant impact on the gender equality of 

receiving countries. It is noted that many BRI countries are facing challenges to realizing 

gender equality. Nevertheless, China has not developed a gender-mainstreaming or 

rights-based approach to implement the BRI. Hence, this paper argues that it is China’s 

international human rights obligation to develop such an approach and the country should 

adopt a gender policy in its BRI to ensure that its overseas investments and aid programs 

respect and promote gender equality. First, this paper maps China’s overseas investments 

and aid globally and particularly in BRI countries, and examines, in general, how the BRI 

may have an impact on gender equality both globally and in BRI countries. Second, the 

paper reviews international standards on gender equality in transnational trade and 

foreign investment and aid projects in the context of international human rights’ norms. It 

clarifies China’s obligations to promote gender equality within the BRI framework under 

international law. Third, based on the aforementioned findings, this paper conducts a gap 

analysis on the gender policy followed by China’s overseas investment and aid programs 

set within the context of international standards. Finally, the paper recommends some 

possible policy steps to ensure gender equality is mainstreamed in BRI projects of China. 

(Abstract from original source) 
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Keywords: gender equality; Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); China’s overseas investment; 

foreign aid; human rights 

 

 

Huning, Sandra. 2018. “‘New Roads – New Goals. Positions of Feminist Planning’.  

Frei.Räume No. 10, Edited by the German FOPA (Feminist Organisation of  

(Female) Planners and Architects) in 1998.” Local Environment 23 (9): 907–11.  

 

Abstract:  

This Translations contribution presents the 10th issue of the series Frei.Räume (in 

English: Free spaces), edited by the German Feminist Organisation of (female) Planners 

and Architects (FOPA) in 1998. The issue was titled “New roads – new goals. Positions 

of feminist planning” and reflected the contemporary discussions on the state of the art of 

feminism, gender and planning. While progress was recognized, many authors felt 

uncomfortable with the ways that feminist concerns had been implemented into planning, 

and they were looking for ways forward. Among the authors were the most important 

protagonists of the debates at the time. Looking at the issue today, it becomes clear that 

many concerns are as up to date as they were in the late 1990s, although circumstances 

have changed. The paper argues that it is worthwhile to pay attention to these feminist 

debates in order to develop future strategies for feminism in planning. (Abstract from 

ResearchGate) 

Keywords: feminist planners; gender planning; urban gender studies; feminist urban 

critique; feminist planning critique 

 

 

Jeckoniah, John Nshimba. 2018. “Social and Cultural Determinants of the Spread of 

HIV/AIDS, STIs and Gender Based Violence in High Risk Areas: A Case of Road 

Construction Sites in Tanzania.” International Journal of Development and 

Sustainability 7 (7): 2187–203. 

 

Abstract: 

High mobility of sexually active population continues to be a risky factor for the spread 

of STIs and HIV, both in the source and destination sites. This paper analyses the social 

and cultural determinants for the spread of STIs and HIV along road construction sites 

which harbour a number of migrant workers from rural and urban areas. The study 

adopted a cross-sectional study design, using a structured questionnaire for respondents, a 

checklist for key informants and a guide for focus group discussants. A total of 308 

respondents, including eighteen key informants and 20 focus group discussions were 

involved. Descriptive statistical analysis was employed for quantitative data whereas 

ethnographic content analysis was used for qualitative data. It was found that the level of 

knowledge about HIV/AIDS, how the disease spreads and the prevention methods was 

generally high. However, a corresponding change in sexual behavioural response was 

low. Many respondents still practise risky sexual behaviour, have many sexual partners 

and are inconsistent in using condoms. Some misconception about HIV/AIDS spread 

were also found. Also, there are many incidences of gender based violence which are 

under reported. Social and cultural factors responsible for the spread of HIV/AIDS 
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include low risk perception and marital instability. It is recommended to the government 

and NGOs to involve and support local organizations for capacity building against HIV. 

(Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Khumya, Tanaradee, and Kyoko Kusakabe. 2015. “Road Development, and Changes in 

Livelihood and Mobility in Savannakhet, Lao PDR.” Development in Practice 25 (7): 

1011–24.  

 

 Abstract:  

The development of roads is a major focus of development projects in the Mekong Sub-

Region. This empirical study was conducted in Savannakhet, Lao PDR, to examine the 

benefits of road development, its impact on livelihoods, and the link between livelihoods 

and mobility through the concept of sense of place. The results showed that road 

development affected people’s livelihoods, which, in turn, affected their sense of place 

and mobility. Analysing sense of place allows us to understand how road development 

can change gender norms and why more women migrate than men. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: gender and diversity; labour and livelihoods – migration; aid – development 

policies 

 

 

Levin, Lena, and Charlotta Faith-Ell. 2011. “Women and Men in Public Consultations of 

Road-Building Projects.” Women’s Issues in Transportation: Summary of the 4th 

International Conference, Volume 2: Technical Papers, no. 46, 236-45. Washington, 

DC: The National Academies Press.  

  

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“This paper discusses results of a research project designed to increase knowledge about 

women’s and men’s participation and their opportunities to take part in and influence the 

road planning process. The project was accomplished in an explorative case study, an 

advertisement study, and an implementation study that used questionnaires, observations, 

quantitative and qualitative analyses of conversations, content analysis of minutes, and 

advertisements. A basic principle of public participation argues that it should be inclusive 

and equitable to ensure that all interests and groups are respected. A literature study 

found that the subject of gender equality is basically nonexistent in the literature on 

environmental impact assessment. This project shows that about a quarter of participants 

at consultation meetings are women, but men talk longer and ask more questions. Those 

who attend meetings are generally older and have more education than the average 

person. Men and women bring up environmental and road safety issues during meetings, 

but men more often discuss economy, technical facts, alternative routings, and 

landownership. Some participants had more experience taking part in public meetings 

and talking in front of other people. Participants with less experience seem to need more 

guidance and take a more active part in the meeting when a moderator leads the 
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discussion. It is tempting to say that men are more experienced and women are less 

experienced, but that would be an oversimplification. The aim of increasing gender 

equality through an intervention study did not completely succeed” (Levin and Faith-Ell 

2011, 236). 

 

 

Lo, A. W.-T., and D. Houston. 2018. “How Do Compact, Accessible, and Walkable 

Communities Promote Gender Equality in Spatial Behavior?” Journal of Transport 

Geography 68 (April): 42-54. 

 

Abstract: 

Directing growth towards denser communities with mixed-use, accessible, and walkable 

neighborhood design has become an important strategy for promoting sustainability, but 

few studies have examined whether compact development strategies could help reduce 

within-household gender disparities in spatial behavior by increasing accessibility. We 

analyze spatial behavior of heterosexual married couples in Southern California based on 

the 2012 California Household Travel Survey and find that households living in areas 

with greater regional accessibility and neighborhood walkability have smaller, more 

centered, and more compact activity spaces overall compared to households in less 

compact areas, and that married pairs living in more accessible areas have greater 

equality in the size and centeredness of their activity spaces. We account for residential 

selection bias in our multivariate analysis and find that a ten unit increase in near-

residence Walk Score was associated with a 12–18% decrease in activity space size, a 6–

8% decrease in residential distancing, and a 12–13% increase in spatial concentration for 

both men and women. Men and women, however, had significantly different activity 

space behaviors regardless of their neighborhood type. Compared to women, men on 

average had larger activity spaces and conducted their activities farther from home. 

Overall, results support our hypothesis that compact development provides married 

couples greater flexibility in how they divide household out-of-home activities by making 

destinations more convenient and lowering the overall spatial fixity of these activities. 

Future research and planning efforts should carefully consider which aspects of compact, 

accessible development are most effective for a given local context. (Abstract from 

original source) 

 

 

Mulongo, Godfrey, Gina Porter, and Amleset Tewodros. 2020. “Gendered Politics in Rural 

Roads: Gender Mainstreaming in Tanzania’s Transport Sector.” Proceedings of the 

Institution of Civil Engineers – Transport 173 (2): 87-96. 

 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the impacts of gender mainstreaming initiatives in Tanzania's 

transport sector on the everyday reality of rural women's lives, including those facing 

multiple forms of discrimination. Using qualitative methods, including co-investigation 

with community members, data were triangulated from diverse sources: vulnerable 

women and other residents in two Tanzanian districts, road contractors, professionals 

engaged in supporting the country's transport programmes and staff in donor agencies. 
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The results indicate that progress in mainstreaming has been slow. Despite government 

directives, few women have benefitted from employment in road construction except 

through two national programmes: the Village Travel and Transport Programme and the 

Tanzania Social Action Fund. However, most women, particularly those disadvantaged, 

derive benefit from road improvement, even if only as pedestrians or wheelchair users 

taking advantage of a smoother surface, or better travel security when vegetation is cut 

back. For women with the funds and independence to access the expanded transport 

services that tend to follow road improvements, there can be significant benefits – faster 

travel, improved access to farms and markets and sometimes lower transport costs. 

Nevertheless, women's constrained resources and prevailing cultural mores continue to 

militate against them directly operating transport, whether for personal or business use. 

(Abstract from ICE Virtual Library) 

 

 

Ruwanpura, Kanchana N., Loritta Chan, Benjamin Brown, and V. Kajotha. 2020. 

“Unsettled Peace? The Territorial Politics of Roadbuilding in Post-War Sri 

Lanka.” Political Geography 76 (January): 1-10. 

 

Abstract:  

This paper analyses the role of roadbuilding as a process of state territorialisation in post-

war Sri Lanka. In the aftermath of a brutal civil war (1983–2009), and in lieu of a broader 

peace and reconciliation process between Sinhalese, Tamil and Muslim communities, 

road infrastructure has been promoted by the state as essential to the region's recovery 

and nation's sovereignty. Roads were to bring national unity and political integration. We 

interrogate such claims, drawing on fieldwork conducted in Jaffna and neighbouring 

areas to cast doubt on the prospects of new roads to ameliorate ethnic tensions. Rather, as 

militarised security discourses and policies continue to dominate the Sri Lankan public 

sphere, such schemes can be understood as part of broader Sinhala-Buddhist nationalist 

project to consolidate territorial control in restive parts of the country. Our research 

suggests that, rather than facilitating rehabilitation and recovery, road networks mirror 

pre-existing fault lines and entrench the privileged position of the military in Sri Lankan 

society. Such shifts do little to avail persistent minority sentiments of political 

marginalisation, aggravating social fractures and re-constituting the hegemony of 

Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: Sri Lanka; peacebuilding; road infrastructure; territorialisation; 

securitisation 

 

  

Sherpa, Mona, Ansu Tumbahangfe, Niraj Acharya, Devendra Chhetry, Indu Tuladhar, 

and Jane Carter. 2020. “Transforming Gender Relations in Nepal’s Trail Bridge 

Programme: Policies and Practice.” Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers 

– Transport 173 (2): 107–21. 

 

Abstract: 

This paper considers the extent to which the full and equal rights guaranteed in Nepal’s 

constitution are reflected in the government’s trail bridge programme (TBP). A review of 
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the legal provisions and relevant literature was used to inform interviews and field 

enquiries at nine short-span trail bridges and one long-span bridge. The analysis indicates 

that the TBP is broadly gender responsive in its policies, but often falls short at field 

level. Analysis of the findings of the study was guided by five drivers of change for 

women’s economic empowerment identified by the 2016 United Nations High-Level 

Panel. It considered the degree to which the TBP tackles adverse gender norms and 

promotes positive role models; addresses unpaid care work; promotes women’s assets, 

representation and leadership; and contributes to a revision of gender-discriminatory 

laws. The paper concludes with five key suggestions for rendering the TBP more gender 

transformative: to address the time constraints imposed on women by unpaid care work; 

to ensure better facilitation of social processes; to strengthen women’s leadership; to 

maximise women’s income from wage labour through avoiding debt, turning it into 

assets and undertaking skills training; to incorporate inclusive community planning and 

construction of long-span bridges. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: bridges; public policy; transport management 

 

 

Widana, Anura. 2018. “Gender in Road Construction: Experience in the Papua New 

Guinea Highlands.” Open Access Library Journal 5 (12): 1-19.  

 

 Abstract:  

 This article presents experiences in engaging women in road construction work in Papua 

New Guinea (PNG) Highlands. Providing labour for road construction is a new 

experience and a demand for tribal women in the high- lands region. Women have never 

before worked on paid road construction works. However, similar to men, women also 

need cash to pay for goods purchased for the household. Although several road 

construction activities are in progress in a number of Pacific countries including PNG, 

there is less evidence reported on the engagement of women. This article initially begins 

a discussion on gender role in a patriarchy society and gender engagement in road 

construction program. The article highlights the need for and the process of getting 

women engaged in road construction works. Women engagement in road construction 

has been zero in the early years of road construction program which has been increased to 

13% of the work force in late 2017. This massive increase is attributable to various 

strategies adopted by the project staff. The women’s new role in road construction, 

benefits accrued to both men and women and, recommendation to increase women 

participation in road construction is discussed. The paper is based mainly on the 

extensive knowledge gained by the author in working on road construction projects in the 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) Highlands. Where possible, the findings are supported by 

previous research. (Abstract from original source)  

 Keywords: Papua New Guinea; Highland Region; gender; road construction 

 

 

Zuvalinyenga, Dorcas, and Liora Bigon. 2020. "Gender-Biased Street Naming in Urban 

Sub-Saharan Africa: Influential Factors, Features and Future Recommendations." 

Journal of Asian and African Studies. doi:10.1177/0021909620934825.  
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Abstract: 

This article explores the present-day problematic of gender-biased street names as 

prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa’s cityscapes. That is, the abundance of masculine street 

names as opposed to feminine ones in the urban environments of this region. The article 

first provides a comparative view on the scope of this toponymic phenomenon in other 

geographic regions with relation to sub-Saharan Africa. It also identifies few decisive 

factors in the creation of the gender-biased urban landscapes in sub-Saharan Africa. 

These factors consist of: recent tendencies in critical toponymy studies; colonial and post-

colonial cultures of governmentality; and inadequate urban planning legislation and 

vision as pertained by post-colonial states. This toponymic problematic is then 

exemplified in a site-specific analysis of the city of Bindura in north-eastern Zimbabwe. 

The article concludes with recommendations for designing a more socially inclusive 

urban management policy in the region, pointing to future research directions of this 

under-studied phenomenon in critical place-name studies. (Abstract from ResearchGate) 

Keywords: critical toponymy studies; gender-biased street names; sub-Saharan Africa; 

Bindura/Zimbabwe; urban planning; urban management 

 

 

B. Non-Academic Resources  

 

 

Abhishek, Abraham, Cecilia Borgia, Kebede Manjur, Letty Fajardo Vera, and Frank van 

Steenbergen. 2017. “Gender Mainstreaming in Rural Road Construction and Usage 

in Ethiopia: Impact and Implications.” Final Project Report. Thame, UK: Research 

for Community Access Partnership (ReCAP).  

 

Abstract: 

This Completion Report documents the process, key findings, and recommendations of 

the project ‘Gender Mainstreaming in Rural Road Construction and Usage in Ethiopia: 

Impact and Implications.’ The project examined the differential experiences and benefits 

of rural road planning, road construction, transport, and mobility; for men, Women 

Spouses (WS), and Woman Heads of Household (WHH). Findings highlight that men 

exert a much greater influence on road planning, benefit the most from road 

development, and have much greater access to transport services. Between WS and 

WHH, the latter stand much disadvantaged due to their lower economic standing and 

greater time poverty.  

 

Rural road development through the social protection, employment-guarantee scheme 

PSNP is effective in reaching out the benefits to women, through its gender 

mainstreaming provisions. The project recommends that more WHH-specific provisions 

will further enhance inclusion. Women can benefit immensely from skills-development; 

it will open up higher- paying skilled jobs to them. Women’s mobility will be enhanced 

through better First-Mile connectivity, their travel experience will improve greatly by 

management of dust rising from unpaved roads. Most important is the need to proactively 
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introduce Intermediate Means of Transport (IMTs) in rural areas, to fill the gap in rural 

transport services. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: feeder roads; PSNP; rural; women spouses; women heads of households; 

planning; participation; gender; IMTs; construction 

 

 

Casabonne, Ursula, Bexi Jiménez, and Miriam Müller. 2015. Roads to Agency: Effects of 

Enhancing Women’s Participation in Rural Roads Project on Women’s Agency – A 

Comparative Assessment of Rural Transport Projects in Argentina, Nicaragua, and 

Peru. 99173. Washington, DC: The World Bank.  

  

 Abstract: 

Infrastructure projects, and more specifically, roads construction, and maintenance are 

one of the core operations of the World Bank. However, despite the increase of gender 

mainstreaming efforts in transport projects little is known about the effects of these 

interventions on women’s agency defined as the ability to make effective choices and 

transform these choices into desired outcomes. This study aims to bridge this knowledge 

gap. The study looks at the effects of women’s participation in roads construction and 

maintenance and rural economy promotion activities on women’s agency, which has 

recently become a focus of study at the World Bank. Through individual interviews and 

focus groups the study assesses the effects of women-targeted interventions in three rural 

transport projects in Argentina, Nicaragua, and Peru. By focusing on agency, the study 

sheds light on effects of gender mainstreaming interventions that have more lasting 

effects on gender equality given the catalytic value of agency on other gender outcomes 

such as economic opportunities and endowments. The report is structured as follows: 

section one gives introduction. Second section describes the gender dimensions and 

agency-enhancing approaches in transport projects and the gender approaches in project 

implementation in the selected case studies. The third section provides a summary of the 

methodology of the study. The fourth section describes the key findings of the qualitative 

research. The fifth section presents the lessons learned to inform future rural transport 

interventions. The sixth section provides concluding remarks. (Abstract from the World 

Bank)  

 

 

Darooka, Priti, and Sejal Dand. 2019. AIIB’s Roads to Inequality: A Gender Case Study 

from Gujarat. New Delhi: Programme on Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (PWESCR). 

 

Abstract:  

Rural roads have enormous economic and social benefits to the poor in terms of increased 

agricultural production, lower input and transport costs, increased school enrollment, 

increased access to health and other services. In addition, rural roads construction, 

maintenance, and rehabilitation are an excellent employment and income-generating 

opportunity for the local population. (Abstract from original source) 
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO), International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD), and International Labour Office (ILO). 2010. Women in 

Infrastructure Works: Boosting Gender Equality and Rural Development! Gender and 

Rural Employment Policy Brief #5. Rome: FAO.  

  

No abstract available. 

  

Summary:  

Gender is an important but largely neglected aspect of infrastructure planning and 

provision. Rural women pay a particularly high price for the lack of infrastructure, in 

time spent accessing water for domestic or agricultural uses, processing and marketing 

food and other agricultural or non-farm products, collecting firewood and reaching health 

services for themselves and their families. This ‘time poverty’ limits their ability to 

develop or access complementary sources of income. Rural infrastructure programmes 

can enhance women’s participation and benefits – as workers during construction and as 

beneficiaries of the asset(s) created. (Summary from original source)  

 

 

Fort, Lucia, and Aurelio Menendez. 2004. Making Rural Roads Work for Both Women and 

Men: The Example of Peru’s Rural Roads Program. Washington, DC: The World 

Bank.  

 

Abstract: 

Access to transport is often a critical precondition for rural development. This note 

describes a rural transport project that, by involving rural women in its design and 

implementation, was able to deepen and broaden the project’s development impacts. The 

joint World Bank/Inter American Development Bank (IADB) Peru Rural Roads program 

(RRP) sought to optimize development effectiveness and sustainability, by involving all 

community members-including rural women-in project design, and in the committees and 

micro-enterprises responsible for project implementation. The constraints on travel faced 

by women included women’s heavy time burdens caused by their “double day”; cultural 

barriers to women’s use of public transport and to long-distance travel; women's limited 

control over household resources, including lack of money and inability to access 

privately held modes of transport; and their limited voice in the planning of previous 

transport interventions, which had resulted in their transport needs being largely ignored. 

Because of women’s important productive and care-giving roles in the project 

communities, these transport constraints were potentially costly to economic growth. In 

response to the needs expressed by women, the project supported improvements, not only 

to the roads connecting communities, but also to 3000 km of non-motorized transport 

(NMT) tracks-tracks that are most often used by women and are commonly ignored by 

road upgrading programs. Overall, the project helped reduce travel times of both women, 

and men by up to one-half, decreased transport costs for both passengers and freight, and 

increased the availability and quality of transport services. Women’s involvement was 

clearly key to these project outcomes. (Abstract from the World Bank) 
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Martínez Sola, María Luz, Yngve Braaten, Saskia Vossenberg, Franz Wong, and Jesse 

d’Anjou. 2018. Mainstreaming Gender Equality to Improve Infrastructure 

Development Impact. United Kingdom: Private Infrastructure Development Group 

(PIDG). 

      

No abstract available.   

 

Summary: 

“Gender relations, social norms and values often set unequal parameters for men and 

women’s (differentiated) access to the use of, and control over, infrastructure services 

and facilities. Indeed, women are frequently found to benefit less than men from 

infrastructure, and are sometimes negatively impacted by the “gender-blind” 

infrastructure projects. Infrastructure development is not gender-neutral, and 

infrastructure interventions do not automatically result in inclusive growth. Infrastructure 

stakeholders, including PIDG, can benefit from designing gender-responsive 

infrastructure projects. Lessons learned from leading Development Finance Institutions 

(DFIs) and others illustrate a clear business case for institutionalizing efforts to mitigate 

gendered risks and catalyse positive impact for women as stakeholders, workers and end-

users in infrastructure projects. This report provides a summary of evidence and case 

studies highlighting that while women’s empowerment is important in its own right, a 

focus on women’s empowerment in infrastructure developments can further enhance the 

effectiveness and sustainability of infrastructure investments.  

 

“This report presents a review of gendered risks and opportunities in infrastructure 

development cutting across three key sectors in which PIDG operates – energy, transport 

and telecoms” (Martínez Sola et al. 2018, 2). 

 

 

Munoz-Raskin, Ramon, Monserrat Bordas Geli, and Sergio Garcia Monroy. 2017. 

“Women on the March! Two Decades of Gender Inclusion in Rural Roads in Peru.” 

Transport for Development (blog), World Bank Blogs, June 26. 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/transport/women-march-two-decades-gender-inclusion-

rural-roads-peru. 

  

No abstract available. 

 

Summary:  

“Women maintaining roads? As their job? Until recently, the idea was pretty much 

unfathomable in many countries. But in Peru, it isn’t. Since 2001, the Peruvian 

government and the World Bank have been working hand in hand to ensure female 

workers can play an active role in the routine maintenance of rural roads. This is part of a 

broader effort to reduce the gender gap in rural areas, and to improve women’s access to 

social and economic opportunities” (Munoz-Raskin et al. 2017, 1). 
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Neophytou, Maria. 2015. “What Has Gender Equality Got To Do with Road Building?” 

Thomson Reuters Foundation News, July 15. 

http://news.trust.org/item/20150715123008-695xr/. 

  

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“Last week, the UK’s International Development Secretary Justine Greening identified 

what she saw as one of the most powerful laws passed in the last UK Parliament. A big 

statement for a senior government minister – so what was she talking about? The 

Secretary of State was speaking at the launch of a report on the International 

Development (Gender Equality) Act 2014. But what is the Gender Act and why have so 

few people heard of it?” (Neophytou 2015, 1).   

 

 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 2019. “Issues Note: 

Gender Equality and Sustainable Infrastructure.” Paper presented at OECD 

Council on SDGs: Side-Event on Gender Equality and Sustainable Infrastructure, 

OECD Headquarters Paris, March 7.  

  

 No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“The 2030 Agenda frames these interrelated global social and sustainability objectives, 

including SDG 5 that aims to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls; 

SDG 6 on water and sanitation, SDG 7 on sustainable energy, SDG 9 on industry, 

innovation and infrastructure; SDG 11 on sustainable cities and communities; SDG 13 on 

climate action, SDG 14 on life below water and SDG 15 on life on land. Within the 

spectrum of policy tools, infrastructure plays a central role since it supports co-ordinated 

action to deliver on many other goals, including those regarding education, health, social 

protection, jobs, and the environment.  

 

“Such considerations call for an integrated policy approach to quality and sustainable 

infrastructure development with a gender lens, taking into account other societal goals 

such as economic growth, employment creation, environmental sustainability, and well-

being. Such an approach must recognise the gender sustainable infrastructure nexus, and 

thereby manage the inherent trade-offs and synergies that may arise between different 

goals and policies, in line with SDG target 17.14 (policy coherence for sustainable 

development)” (OECD 2019, 2). 

 

 

Son, Hyun H. 2017. “When Investing in Infrastructure, Don’t Forget Gender.” Asian 

Development Blog, July 4. https://blogs.adb.org/blog/when-investing-infrastructure-

dont-forget-gender. 

  

 No abstract available. 
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 Summary: 

 “Let's better integrate gender-responsive components in infrastructure investments. Can 

building a road, improving electricity access, or upgrading a port help to promote gender 

equality? Though it might seem counter-intuitive, the answer is an unqualified ‘yes’. The 

fact is that poor infrastructure exacerbates the gender gap in many ways...Renewable 

energy is a good sector for these interventions. An ADB project in Viet Nam provided 

subsidized connections to power grids for households headed by women, involved 

women’s groups in energy efficiency campaigns, and registered replacement land in the 

names of both husband and wife. Making infrastructure gender-responsive is not rocket 

science. It can be as simple as putting streetlights on roads, replacing wood and charcoal 

with clean cooking fuel, or bringing safe piped water into or near homes” (Son 2017, 1). 

 

 

The Republic of Uganda Ministry of Works, Housing and Communications. 2006. 

Guidelines for Mainstreaming Gender into the Roads Sub-Sector. Kampala: Office of 

the Minister of Works, Housing and Communications. 

  

 No abstract available.  

  

Summary:  

“The MoWHC has prepared a Gender Policy Statement for the roads sub-sector. The 

Policy Statement was prepared in order to address the gender inequalities in the 

subsector. These inequalities manifest themselves in gendered travel patterns, transport 

needs and differences in capabilities and opportunities for women and men to benefit 

from developments in the sub-sector. 

 

“The Ministry recognises that, adopting gender mainstreaming has the potential to 

address the inefficiencies that possible gender inequalities might create, as well as the 

inefficiencies that could result from the failure to recognise gender inequalities in the 

sub-sector” (The Republic of Uganda Ministry of Works, Housing and Communications 

2006, 1).  

 

 

The World Bank. 2019. Making Inroads for Women: A Qualitative Study on Constraints and 

Opportunities of Women’s Equal Participation in the Roads Sector in Malawi. Women 

in Development and Gender Study. Washington, DC: The World Bank.  

 

Abstract: 

The study aims to understand the constraints to women’s equal participation in the roads 

sector in Malawi to inform the development of interventions to promote gender equality 

in the sector. The study adopts a career cycle approach that allows to identify and 

describe the barriers to career progression for women in the roads sector at each stage in 

the career cycle focusing on: attraction, selection, retention, and advancement. The study 

employs qualitative research methods consisting of focus group discussions with women 

and girls along the career cycle in the roads sector and key informant interviews. The 
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study has yielded insights into the multiple and overlapping factors embedded in the 

socialization, learning and hiring processes that result in high rates of attrition of women 

in the engineering and roads-related technical field at different stages of the career cycle, 

often called the “leaky pipeline” in policy discussions about women in STEM. From 

secondary school through university and vocational schools, female students report less 

confidence and aspiration in engineering and vocational training in the roads sector. At 

the selection stage, women face gender bias in hiring and difficult work environment, 

representing an exodus of talent among women who could otherwise become the next 

generation of architects, engineers, and roads sector contractors. At the retention and 

advancement phase women confront a difficult work environment where women are 

sidelined from career advancement opportunities, face sexual harassment and have 

difficulty balancing work and family obligations in a sector where many of the 

opportunities are in remote locations. The roads sector in Malawi offers opportunities for 

women: opportunities in the forms of generating substantial incomes, designing transport 

infrastructure to foster socio-economic development, and providing role models for the 

young women of the future. Increasing the gender balance in the roads sector requires a 

comprehensive and multi-sectoral approach and one that needs to address the underlying 

causes that subtly results in gender stereotypes and gendered occupational cultures and 

career choices. The table summarizes the key study findings and core set of actions to 

help women overcome the obstacles at different stages of the career cycle targeting 

women at all age groups. (Abstract from the World Bank Group) 

 

 

 Turner, Jeff. n.d. “Gender Equality.” Rural Roads Project. https://ruralroads.org/gender-

equality/.   

  

 No abstract available. 

 

 Summary: 

“This page is concerned solely with promoting gender equality on road work sites. It only 

touches on one facet of the many impacts that roads can have the lives of women in rural 

areas, on mobility, gender equality, and on family well-being. For example, poor access 

to health facilities, whether due to poor roads or lack of health centres, is a major cause of 

high infant and maternal mortality” (Turner n.d., 1).  

 

 

UN Women. 2019. “The Journey Along the Gender Road in Cameroon.” UN Women. 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/3/feature-story-cameroon-gender-

road. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary:  

“A 200-kilometre road (124 miles) project stretches between the townships of 

Batschenga, Ntui and Yoko, in central Cameroon. The road crosses farms, forests, water 

https://ruralroads.org/gender-equality/
https://ruralroads.org/gender-equality/
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bodies and pastoral areas that sustain the mostly agrarian economy of nearly 40 villages 

and three towns. 

“The road, a basic infrastructure that many countries take for granted, literally shapes the 

lives and livelihood of the people living along it. It decides whether a small entrepreneur 

will get her products transported on time, and at what cost, and whether more people will 

come to a restaurant that another has invested in. It determines what markets a woman 

farmer can access and how often a working mother can visit her daughter who is studying 

in the city. The red dirt road, waiting for asphalt, will determine if food, income, job, 

healthcare, livelihood will come, when, and to whom. 

“UN Women’s “Gender Road Project”, funded by The Development Bank of Central 

African States and the Government of Cameroon, is aiming to reach at least 20,000 

women by 2020, living in rural communities along this road, to prepare them for a better 

future and access to bigger markets once the road is built. The project teaches them 

financial and entrepreneurial skills, improved farming techniques and facilitates their 

access to public services and land rights” (UN Women 2019, 1).  

 

 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE): Inland Transport 

Committee. 2009a. “Report to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Executive Committee on the Implementation of the Priorities of the UNECE Reform 

for Strengthening Some Activities of the Committee: Review of Gender Issues in 

Transport.” 71st Session Working Document, ECE/TRANS/2009/6, UNECE Inland 

Transport Committee, Geneva, Switzerland, 24-26 February.   

  

No abstract available. 

 

 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE): Inland Transport 

Committee. 2009b. “Report to the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe Executive Committee on the Implementation of the Priorities of the UNECE 

Reform for Strengthening Some Activities of the Committee: Review of Gender 

Issues in Transport.” 71st Session Working Document, ECE/TRANS/2009/7, 

UNECE Inland Transport Committee, Geneva, Switzerland, 24-26 February.   

 

No abstract available. 

 

 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE): Inland Transport 

Committee. 2009c. “Report to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Executive Committee on the Implementation of the Priorities of the UNECE Reform 

for Strengthening Some Activities of the Committee: Review of Gender Issues in 

Transport.” 71st Session Working Document, ECE/TRANS/2009/8, UNECE Inland 

Transport Committee, Geneva, Switzerland, 24-26 February.   

 

No abstract available. 
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II. Gender and Transportation 

 

A. Academic Resources  

 

 

Adlakha, Deepti, and Diana C. Parra. 2020. “Mind the Gap: Gender Differences in 

Walkability, Transportation and Physical Activity in Urban India.” Journal of 

Transport & Health 18 (September): 1-10. 

 

Abstract: 

Introduction: Insufficient physical activity (PA) is a key contributor for premature 

mortality in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Despite the well-documented 

health benefits of PA, few women achieve the recommended levels of PA. The global 

average of inactivity among women is higher at 31.7% compared to 23.4% for inactive 

men. The gender gap in PA participation is wider in India where estimates indicate that 

44% women are insufficiently active, compared to 25% men. Methods: This cross-

sectional study was conducted in the city of Chennai, India. Participants (N ¼370) were 

recruited from 155 wards stratified by neighborhood walkability and socio-economic 

status. The adapted Neighborhood Environment Walkability Scale for India (NEWS-

India) was used to assess built environment perceptions on density, land-use mix, street 

infrastructure, aesthetics, traffic and crime safety. Travel and leisure PA were recorded 

using the International Physical Activity Questionnaire-Long Form (IPAQ-LF). Study 

protocols were based on recommendations of the International Physical activity and the 

Environment Network (IPEN; www. ipenproject.org) and previously used in studies in 

Brazil, Colombia, and Nigeria. Results: A greater number of women reported achieving 

weekly PA levels from travel-related activities (n ¼54, 16.0%) compared to men (n ¼33, 

9.8%). In contrast, a  higher percentage of men (n ¼75, 22.3%) met weekly PA 

recommendations during leisure-time compared to women (n ¼54, 16.1%). Street 

connectivity (aOR ¼3.2, CI ¼1.3, 8.0) and land-use mix access (aOR ¼3.7, CI ¼1.4, 8.2) 

significantly increased odds of travel PA among women. Conclusions: Low engagement 

in leisure PA among women can be linked to prevailing socio-5rcultural norms that 

constrain women’s  mobility and hinder their participation in PA. Aspects of gender 

equity in transportation planning are closely linked with citywide indicators of live-

ability, sustainability and resilience in LMICs like India. Public health practitioners must 

address gender-specific barriers to increase PA among women through context-specific 

group exercise programs, peer support and guidance that emphasize the importance of 

PA. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: non-communicable diseases; low- and middle-income countries; physical 

activity; neighborhood walkability; India 

 

 

Ait Bihi Ouali, Laila, Daniel J. Graham, Alexander Barron, and Mark Trompet. 2020. 

"Gender Differences in the Perception of Safety in Public Transport." Journal of 

the Royal Statistical Society Series A 183 (3): 737-769. 
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 No abstract available.  

 

 Summary:  

Concerns over women's safety on public transport systems are commonly reported in the 

media. We develop statistical models to test for gender differences in the perception of 

safety and satisfaction on urban metros and buses by using large‐scale unique customer 

satisfaction data for 28 world cities over the period 2009–2018. Results indicate a 

significant gender gap in the perception of safety, with women being 10% more likely 

than men to feel unsafe in metros (6% for buses). This gender gap is larger for safety than 

for overall satisfaction (3% in metros and 2.5% in buses), which is consistent with safety 

being one dimension of overall satisfaction. Results are stable across specifications and 

robust to inclusion of city level and time controls. We find heterogeneous responses by 

sociodemographic characteristics. Data indicate that 45% of women feel secure in trains 

and metro stations (and 55% in buses). Thus the gender gap encompasses more 

differences in transport perception between men and women rather than an intrinsic 

network fear. Additional models test for the influence of metro characteristics on 

perceived safety levels and find that more acts of violence, larger carriages and emptier 

vehicles decrease women's feeling of safety. (Summary from Royal Statistical Society) 

 

 

Anand, Anvita, and Geetam Tiwari. 2006. “A Gendered Perspective of the Shelter–

Transport–Livelihood Link: The Case of Poor Women in Delhi.” Transport Reviews 

26 (1): 63–80.  

  

 Abstract:  

 Women form an important part of the workforce originating from the slums in the city of 

Delhi, India. The paper illustrates that women spend more time travelling on slower 

modes of transport to access work; the faster modes are more expensive. Their time–

poverty demands they look for work at shorter distances from home. The basic argument 

presented is that their ability to contribute to the alleviation of their standard of living and 

their status in society is severely curtailed by their limited mobility and the constrained 

accessibility to the transport system of the city. This transport deprivation becomes 

further exacerbated by the process of forced eviction and relocation of low‐income 

households to the periphery of the city, causing the women to lose livelihood 

opportunities. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Babinard, Julie, and Kinnon Scott. 2011. “What Do Existing Household Surveys Tell Us 

About Gender and Transportation in Developing Countries?” In Women’s Issues in 

Transportation - Summary of the 4th International Conference, Volume 2: Technical 

Papers, no. 46, 213–24. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

  

 No abstract available.  

 

Summary: 
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“Access to affordable, reliable, and safe transportation is critical in improving the welfare 

of individuals in developing countries. Yet, transport data are limited overall, and data 

that address the different patterns of use by women and men are even scarcer. A few 

studies have shown, however, that women and men have different transport needs and 

constraints. Typically, analysis of these topics has been hampered largely by the costs 

involved in carrying out the large-scale transportation surveys needed to provide such 

data. There are household surveys, how- ever, that can provide further insights into how 

women and men use transportation in the developing world. Four common household 

surveys—income and expenditure surveys, living standards measurement study surveys, 

demographic and health surveys, and multiple indicator cluster surveys—are reviewed to 

identify the extent to which they can provide transportation planners and researchers with 

relevant data. The results are mixed. Substantial data on one or two aspects of 

transportation, such as cost and mode used to visit education and health facilities, are 

available across countries; however, the surveys contain little information on other 

important factors, such as mode choice, security, and travel pat- terns. A marginal 

influence on surveys to expand the data collected on gender and transportation may be 

possible. Stand-alone transport surveys, however, will continue to be needed to foster the 

production of gender statistics in transportation in developing countries and the 

incorporation of gender differences into transport decisions” (Babinard & Kinnon 2011, 

213). 

 

 

Böcker, Lars, Ellinor Anderson, Tanu Priya Uteng, and Torstein Throndsen. 2020. “Bike 

Sharing Use in Conjunction to Public Transport: Exploring Spatiotemporal, Age 

and Gender Dimensions in Oslo, Norway.” Transportation Research Part A: Policy 

and Practice 138 (August): 389-401. 

 

Abstract:  

Bike sharing could provide a key role in a transition towards a less car dependent and 

more sustainable, healthy and socially inclusive urban transport future. This paper 

investigates two important prerequisites for bike sharing to fulfil these premises: Does it 

synergise rather than compete with current alternatives to car-based urban mobility; and 

is it inclusively accessible across population and spatial segments? Drawing on complete 

2016–2017 trip records of the Oslo (Norway) bike sharing system, this paper analyses the 

potential use of bike sharing for accessing, egressing and interchanging public transport 

and explores its age and gender dimensions. Bike sharing ridership is substantially higher 

on routes that either start or end with metro/rail connectivity, whilst controlling for other 

factors, such as route distance, elevation, urban form, time of day and bike dock 

capacities. However, our results also reveal that bike sharing – both as a stand-alone 

system and in conjunction with public transport – is less accessible to, suited to, and used 

by women and older age groups. Especially gender biases appear profound, multifaceted, 

and intersected by spatial inequalities favouring central male-dominated employment 

areas. These findings are discussed to derive policy and design directions regarding 

multimodal integration, dock expansion, rental limitations, and the introduction of e-

bikes, to improve the performance, multimodal integration, gender equality and overall 

socio-spatial inclusiveness of bike sharing. (Abstract from original source) 
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Keywords: bike sharing; public transport; access-egress; gender; age; Oslo Norway 

 

 

Bryceson, Deborah Fahy, and John Howe. 1993. “Rural Household Transport in Africa: 

Reducing the Burden on Women?” World Development 21 (11): 1715–28. 

 

Abstract: 

Rural household travel patterns have been largely ignored in African transport studies. 

Over the past 10 years, however, village-level surveys have been undertaken which 

reveal the predominance of female porterage in rural transport. Donor agencies are now 

focusing efforts on “appropriate” technology interventions to directly enhance rural 

mobility and to indirectly improve agricultural productivity. Preliminary evidence, 

however, suggests that men rather than women are the main beneficiaries of appropriate 

transport technology. This paper asks why and suggests a number of methodological 

refinements to future rural transport studies to generate the information necessary for 

devising programs with a higher likelihood of effective assistance to rural women 

transporters. (Abstract from ResearchGate) 

 

 

Campbell, Morgan Frances. 2018. “Navigating Gender Using Transportation: Theme and  

Variations in Urban India.” PhD diss., School of Graduate Studies, Rutgers 

University. 

 

Abstract:  

Starting with the knowledge of overt patriarchal structures and gender norms that affect 

when, where, and why women in urban India travel in public, this dissertation is an 

inquiry into how different groups of working women literally navigate gender and class 

positions while using various transportation modes. The geographies of Bengaluru and 

Delhi were chosen for the significant physical and social transformations that reflect 

realities of globalization, conflicting political ideologies, internal migration, and rapid 

urbanization. These changes are embedded within slick metro systems, the millions of 

new car owners, company provided transportation for employees of multinationals, and 

failing public bus systems. They are transcribed onto the bodies of urban women in 

which a tension between mobility in a literal sense and immobility with respect to gender 

norms and socio-economic hierarchies constantly plays out. The project investigates the 

daily mobility practices of four populations of working women: women in Bengaluru’s 

IT sector, young, unmarried women staying in Delhi’s working women’s hostels, women 

working in Delhi’s retail sector, and women bus conductors in Bengaluru. A mixed 

methods approach of surveying, interviewing, and participant observation is utilized in 

order to understand what modes these women use for commuting in the city and why 

these modes are chosen. The primary aim is to locate the influence gender and class has 

on these commuting decisions. Rooted in Right to the City activism, social exclusion 

research, and feminist epistemologies, this project is motivated by the reality that 

transportation decisions for women are inherently gendered, especially in respect to 

concern for personal security. At the same time, transportation mobility cannot be 

reduced to gender alone. Urban women do not constitute a cohesive user category and 
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policies that improve the mobility of one group can exacerbate socio-economic 

inequalities of others. To illustrate this, a comparative analysis is used. However, by 

focusing on qualitative evidence, the project locates individual agency within these 

women, the various ways in which women navigate through and around physical and 

social structures that restrict women’s mobility. To conclude, this dissertation argues that 

the act of commuting in the city is one salient and important way in which a renegotiation 

of gender norms and class positions can be achieved. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Cottrill, Caitlin D., and Piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah. 2011. “Privacy and Gender: 

Reviewing Women’s Attitudes Toward Privacy in the Context of Intelligent 

Transportation Systems and Location-Based Services.” In Women’s Issues in 

Transportation: Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical 

Papers, no. 46, 117-26. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

 

No abstract available.   

 

Summary: 

“Limited previous research has shown that women value online privacy more than men, 

potentially influencing their online behavior or willingness to reveal personal data online. 

New generations of intelligent transportation systems (ITS) and location-based services 

(LBS) technologies depend on the input of personalized and localized information to 

give, potentially, information that may uniquely address women’s complex travel 

patterns, but which may raise locational privacy concerns for women and cause them to 

hesitate to share the needed information. This paper examines gender differences in the 

propensity to reveal the potentially sensitive information necessary to make ITS and LBS 

highly personalized to individual travelers. The authors develop privacy indicators based 

on refusals to answer sociodemographic and location questions in a household travel 

survey to evaluate whether women have a significantly different attitude toward 

willingness to share data related to position and personal identifiers compared with men. 

The results show that gender differences regarding privacy preferences are not 

statistically significant. However, this result is inconclusive because the survey overall 

achieved low response rates and participating households may already be self-selected 

into being open about divulging sensitive travel and locational information” (Cottrill and 

Thakuriah 2011, 117).  

 

 

De Madariaga, Inés Sánchez. 2013. “From Women in Transport to Gender in Transport: 

Challenging Conceptual Frameworks for Improved Policymaking.” Journal of 

International Affairs 67 (1): 43–65. 

  

 Abstract:  

Gender analysis provides a conceptual and methodological basis for developing new 

insights in research and policymaking in any field dealing with human interaction. The 

disciplines of the built environment are fields where gender-specific insight can 

significantly contribute to improved policymaking and professional practices, better 
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incorporating the realities of all individuals. Recent developments in European science 

policy since 1999 have led to the integration of gender into the upcoming EU Framework 

Programme for Research and Innovation, known as Horizon 2020. Transport, energy, and 

climate change are societal challenges that are specifically targeted for research funding 

in Horizon 2020. These policy developments in science policy can provide the 

knowledge base for further integration of gender dimensions in specific policy fields, 

such as transport. While pioneering work in the transport field has already focused on 

women in transport, I argue for a full integration of gender in all dimensions of transport 

research. This article presents some conceptual innovations and critical analysis of ideas 

that have been taken for granted in the field of metropolitan transport. It argues for a full 

acknowledgment of the idea of a "mobility of care," and for a reevaluation of current 

overarching uses of notions such as "compulsory mobility." This would contribute to a 

needed rebalancing of the topics of care and employment as being equally important for 

transport policy. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Dunckel-Graglia, Amy. 2013. “‘Pink Transportation’ in Mexico City: Reclaiming Urban 

Space through Collective Action against Gender-Based Violence.” Gender & 

Development 21 (2): 265–76.  

 

Abstract: 

Women-only transportation has become a popular option for urban women around the 

world who are tired of being groped and harassed in buses, subways and taxis. The 

separation of men and women in public transit is controversial among feminists, since it 

does not address or solve the fundamental issue of gender inequality which causes 

violence and harassment. However, less addressed among feminists is how violence 

makes women afraid to act collectively. To support them, the state can play a role in 

setting up measures to protect them, while they confront their attackers. This article 

shows how women’s organisations in Mexico City use women-only transportation to 

create a safe place for female commuters, where municipal and state authorities have 

developed ‘pink transportation’. This includes segregated transport together with wider 

changes to laws, provision of support for victims of violence, and positive images of 

women which help women act collectively against violence. Pink transportation has 

catalysed creating wider conversations about gender discrimination, women’s rights and 

gender equality in media and society. (Abstract from original source) 

 Keywords: liberated space; the city; Mexican feminism; transport; gender-based 

 violence 

 

 

Dunckel-Graglia, Amy. 2016. “Finding Mobility: Women Negotiating Fear and Violence in 

Mexico City’s Public Transit System.” Gender, Place & Culture 23 (5): 624–40. 

 

Abstract: 

Feminists have long known that a woman’s confidence, sense of possibility, aspirations, 

and personal growth depend on their ability to be mobile. Yet gender-based violence and 

sexual harassment against women commuters greatly limit those freedoms. How then 
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should cities adapt in order increase women’s equal access to mobility? To address this 

question, this article looks at the case of Mexico City, investigating how women pursue 

mobility despite hostile and violent conditions that immobilize them. Based on women’s 

testimonies, comments made on online debate forums, and surveys among women 

commuters in Mexico City, this article maps the ways women cope with violence and 

harassment on public transportation. The analysis also pays particular attention to how 

women’s coping strategies are restructured through state interventions, including women-

only transportation. The data reveals that gender-based violence in Mexico City’s public 

transportation limits women’s mobility and reinforces gender inequality. It also shows, 

however, that under the right circumstances women-only transportation can be used as a 

place to create a rights-based movement. The article concludes that Mexico City is an 

example where women-only transportation has played a role in changing the traditional 

gender norms which have reinforced violence against women commuters. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: gender-based violence; public transportation; public policy; coping 

strategies; gender inequality; women-only transportation 

 

 

Dupuis, Josette, Deborah R. Weiss, and Christina Wolfson. 2010. “Gender and 

Transportation Access among Community-Dwelling Seniors.” Canadian Journal on 

Aging / La Revue Canadienne du Vieillissement 26 (2): 149–58.  

 

Abstract:  

Purpose: This study estimates the prevalence of problems with transportation in a sample 

of community-dwelling seniors residing in an urban setting and investigates the role that 

gender plays in the ability of seniors to remain mobile in their communities.  

Design and Methods: Data collected as part of a study assessing the prevalence and 

consequences of unmet needs for community-based services in a random sample of 839 

elderly aged 75 years and older were employed in bivariate and multivariable analyses. 

Results: The prevalence of problems with transportation was 23 per cent, with 33 per cent 

of females and 10 per cent of males categorized as having problems with transportation. 

Of those subjects categorized as having problems with transportation, 88 per cent were 

women. In addition to being predominantly women, those who reported problems with 

transportation were older, in poorer health, and had lower income and income 

satisfaction.  

Implications: Problems with transportation are an important issue facing seniors; women, 

in particular. These results highlight the differences in aging as experienced by women 

and men with respect to social effects, needs, and the significance attached to the 

experience. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Elias, Wafa, Gregory L. Newmark, and Yoram Shiftan. 2008. “Gender and Travel 

Behavior in Two Arab Communities in Israel.” Transportation Research Record: 

Journal of the Transportation Research Board 2067 (1): 75–83.  

  

 Abstract:  
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This research addresses the critical but understudied issue of gender differences in travel 

behaviors in traditional societies, in general, and in the Arab world, in particular. To 

avoid known problems of data collection, a careful and labor-intensive survey process 

was undertaken in two Arab communities in northern Israel. The data gathered through 

this process were analyzed by a variety of statistical means to reveal that rather stark 

gender distinctions in travel behavior exist. On the whole, men make more tours, spend 

more time traveling, make more stops, and spend more time at activities at those stops 

than women. Men disproportionately travel by private vehicle modes, whereas women 

disproportionately walk. In the communities surveyed, the amount of transit provided 

was low and had a correspondingly low mode share. This dearth of transit seems to 

impair women’s travel further. An extensive comparison of adult female and male tour 

frequencies was undertaken by using bivariate correlations and an ordered logit model. 

The most striking finding of this analysis was that 1/6th of Arab women do not leave the 

house to make even a single tour, whereas this proportion is 1/30th for men. The more 

nuanced statistical analyses revealed that demographic factors affect tour frequency 

differently for women and men. Effective policy interventions must consider these gender 

distinctions to address in the best way possible the travel needs of individuals in 

communities in the Arab world. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Fernando, Priyanthi. 1998. “Gender and Rural Transport.” Gender, Technology and 

Development 2 (1): 63–80. 

 

Abstract: 

Rural transport issues have only recently received the attention of transport planners and 

technologists. This paper draws on existing literature and the author’s own experience 

with Intermediate Technology programs to illustrate the gender inequalities in the 

distribution of the transport burden among women and men in rural house holds, and in 

the provision and use of transport technologies. Typically, women spend more time and 

energy than men on transport tasks and have less access to the means of transport, to 

infrastructure and to transport services that can help reduce this effort. This depicts a 

considerable waste of human energy on what is, essentially, low productive activity. The 

author argues that the non-economic nature of women’s transport tasks and the low 

participation of women in the decision-making processes that prioritize and design 

interventions have constrained the implementation of more appropriate transport 

strategies. There are however new planning methodologies and a growing body of 

practical examples of innovative projects that can have (and have had) a positive impact 

on women. The paper argues not only for the integration of gender into transport 

strategies, but also for the inclusion of transport issues into strategies that seek to 

empower rural women. It concludes by identifying some key areas for future research and 

action. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Fernando, Priyanthi, and Gina Porter, eds. 2002. Balancing the Load: Women, Gender and 

Transport. London: Zed Books. 
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No abstract available.  

 

Summary: 

This work draws together local-level research from 15 countries across Asia and Africa 

to promote understanding of how gender affects men and women’s access to transport. It 

looks at what steps can be taken at community, provider and policy levels to improve the 

situation. (Summary from WorldCat) 

 

Table of Contents: 

1. Introduction: Bridging the Gap between Gender and Transport – Priyanthi Fernando 

and Gina Porter 

2. Social Exclusion and Rural Transport: A Road Improvement Project, Tshitwe, South 

Africa – Mac Mashiri and Sabina Mahapa 

3. Intermediate Means of Transport and Gender Relations – Zimbabwe – Dorris 

Chingozho 

4. Do Intermediate Means of Transport Reach Rural Women?, Tanzania – Josephine A. 

Mwankusye 

5. Bicycles, Boda Boda and Women's Travel Needs, Mpigi, Uganda – Harriet Iga 

6. Gender and Safety in Rural Transport, Busia, Uganda – Kwamusi Paul 

7. Bridges: The Impact on Travel and Market Activities, Nkone River Bridge, Meru, 

Kenya – P. G. Kaumbutho 

8. Feeder Roads and Food Security, Darfur, Sudan – Suad Mustafa Elhaj Musa 

9. Off-road Areas: A Gender Perspective on Transport and Accessibility Women 

Traders in Gomoa, Ghana – Gina Porter 

10. Road Rehabilitation: The Impact on Transport and Accessibility Soba District, 

Kaduna State, Nigeria – Mohammed-Bello Yunusa, E. M. Shaibu-Imodagbe and Y. 

A. Ambi, with Aminu Yusuf and Binta Abdul Karim 

11. Gender Needs and Access to Rural Transport Tuya, Yatenga Province, Burkina Faso 

– Amadou Ouedraogo 

12. Women's Empowerment and Physical Mobility Implications for Developing Rural 

Transport, Bangladesh – Nilufar Matin, Mahjabeen Mukib, Hasina Begum and 

Delwara Khanam 

13. Cycling into the Future: The Pudukkottai Experience, Tamil Nadu, India – Nitya Rao 

14. Women, Water and Transportation: Mapping the Interplay Banaskantha, Gujarat, 

India – Poorni Bid, Reema Nanavaty and Neeta Patel 

15. A Forest Economy and Women's Transportation Dumka District, Bihar, India – Nitya 

Rao 

16. My Daily Odyssey: Transportation in the Lives of SEWA Bank Clients Ahmedabad, 

India – Sangita Shresthova, Rekha Barve and Paulomi Chokshi 

17. From Dawn to Dusk: Transportation of Rural Women to and from the Metropolis 

Calcutta, India – Mahua Mukherjee 

18. Gender and Rural Transport Development Chattra Deurali, Nepal – Chattra Deurali, 

Nepal - David Seddon and Ava Shrestha 

19. Transport in the Mountains and the Terai Kushiya Damrang and Shivpur, Nepal – 
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20. Cash Crops and Transport: Cashew Growing and Processing, Sri Lanka – Kusala 

Wettasinghe and Upali Pannila 

 

 

Hada, Jun Dongol. 2020. “Gender Mainstreaming in the Nepalese Rural Transport Sector: 

Working Towards Transformative Change.” Proceedings of the Institution of Civil 

Engineers – Transport 173 (2): 97–106 

  

Abstract: 

Nepal is progressive in mainstreaming gender equality and social inclusion in the rural 

transport sector. Research studies were conducted using qualitative methods to assess the 

extent to which people living within the zone of influence of road and bridge projects 

have benefitted in two rural districts, namely, Ramechhap and Okhaldhunga. The projects 

in these districts were successful in meeting the quantitative targets. The project's 

targeting approach to provide employment to women and disadvantaged groups in 

construction projects had very positive impacts on their livelihoods. With increased 

incomes, people could send their children to schools, add wealth and start small 

businesses. However, heavy domestic duties constrain women's potential to participate 

fully in road/bridge construction. (For full participation, a worker is expected to work in 

road/bridge construction for 90 days in a year; the wages earned would fulfill their food 

sufficiency for a year for an economically poor family.) Project quotas for women in user 

committees have increased their representation, but they are hardly influencing decisions. 

Participation in training is at times constrained by factors such as women's domestic 

duties and distance to training venues. These wider issues need more attention in 

accommodating the specific needs, constraints and vulnerabilities of women to bring 

genuine transformations in the lives of women. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: bridges; roads & highways 

 

 

Hsu, Hsin-Ping. 2011. “How Does Fear of Sexual Harassment on Transit Affect Women’s 

Use of Transit?” In Women’s Issues in Transportation: Summary of the 4th 

International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical Papers, no. 46, 85-94. Washington, DC: 

The National Academies Press. 

 

No abstract available.  

 

Summary: 

“The purpose of this study is to understand how women’s fear of sexual harassment on 

transit changes their transit use and travel behavior. The study, which employed a 

qualitative research approach, found that cultural differences are important to women’s 

perceptions of sexual harassment and women’s attitudes about adequate policy responses. 

Yet cultural differences are not as important as the availability of a car in influencing 

how women modify their use of transit in response to sexual harassment. Thus, a feasible 

and effective policy addressing this issue should take the cultural context into 

consideration” (Hsu 2011, 85).  
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Hsu, Hsin-Ping, Marlon G. Boarnet, and Douglas Houston. 2019. "Gender and Rail Transit 

Use: Influence of Environmental Beliefs and Safety Concerns." Transportation 

Research Record 2673 (4): 327-38. 

 

Abstract: 

Research suggests that gender influences attitudes toward both the environment and 

safety. While pro-environmental attitudes might encourage transit use, safety concerns 

might discourage transit use if the transit environment is perceived as unsafe. To 

quantitatively examine how gender, environmental beliefs, and safety concerns jointly 

affect transit use, we analyze results from a longitudinal quasi-experimental study which 

conducted pre- and post-opening travel surveys near a new light rail transit service in Los 

Angeles. We find that the influence of safety concerns on transit use is more prominent 

than that of environmental attitudes, particularly for women. Living closer to a new light 

rail transit station correlates with an increase in train ridership. This effect, however, is 

significantly lower for women. The results suggest that to foster transit use, reducing 

personal safety concerns related to transit may be more effective than increasing public 

awareness of transportation-related environmental issues, especially for attracting female 

riders. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; transit use; environmental beliefs; safety concerns; quasi-experiment 

 

 

Iqbal, Sana, Andree Woodcock, and Jane Osmond. 2020. “The Effects of Gender 

Transport Poverty in Karachi.” Journal of Transport Geography 84 (April): 1-9. 

 

Abstract:  

Karachi is the economic hub of Pakistan, with an estimated population of 20 million 

(Khawar, 2017). However, it lacks a systematised public transport service, with few 

buses and no trains, leaving private bus owners to run poor-quality deregulated services. 

Although it may be argued that poor service fails to accommodate the needs of the 

inhabitants of this megacity, women are additionally marginalised by restricted transport 

services. Men not only have more space allocated to them on public transport but also 

have the freedom to use alternative and cheaper private modes of transport such as 

motorbikes and cycles, which are socially discouraged for women. However, there is 

little literature on the barriers to women's mobility in countries in the Global South, 

which shows how they are differentially deprived of their agency owing to the cultural 

norms and gender disparity in transport provision. This paper aims to identify and assess 

the various aspects of gender transport poverty faced by young working women in 

Karachi using a quantitative survey. It will broaden the understanding of gender transport 

poverty in the Global South. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Jaitman, Laura. 2019. “Public Transport from a Gender Perspective: Insecurity and 

Victimization in Latin America. The Case of Lima and Asuncion Metropolitan 

Areas.” Journal of Economics, Race and Policy 3 (March): 24–40. 
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 Abstract:  

Lack of security is the main concern of citizens in the region. Crime and violence distort 

the allocation of resources by governments and businesses and alter citizens’ routines. 

This is particularly the case for women. This paper measures women’s perceptions of 

insecurity and victimization on public transport in the Asuncion (Paraguay) and Lima 

(Peru) metropolitan areas and analyzes their influence on mobility patterns. An 

innovative methodology, which considers both users and nonusers of public transport in a 

representative sample from those metropolitan areas, is used. The paper concludes that 

both women’s perceptions and experiences of insecurity when using public transport, 

especially in the Lima metropolitan area, are among the worst in Latin America. This is 

associated with lower public transportation use; therefore, it limits women’s transport 

options, directly affecting their mobility and causing economic and time loss. About 30% 

of women in Lima and 6% of women in Asuncion area reported being victims of crime 

on public transport systems, while 79% in Lima and 24% in Asuncion have witnessed 

episodes of violence against women on public transport in the past 12 months. More than 

one third of women have suffered sexual offenses on public transport at some point in 

their lives. More than 80% of women do not report these crimes. Policies to enhance 

women’s security on public transport are analyzed as they are key to promoting gender 

equality. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Korzhenevych, Artem, and Manisha Jain. 2018. “Area- and Gender-Based Commuting 

Differentials in India’s Largest Urban-Rural Region.” Transportation Research Part 

D: Transport and Environment 63 (August): 733–46.  

 

Abstract:  

In the countries of the Global South such as India, rapid urbanization and the increase in 

individual motorization may lead to a predominance of unsustainable commuting 

patterns. However, urbanization also has important positive effects, including the 

empowerment of women. This paper examines newly released, spatially disaggregated 

data on home-to-work commuting by non-agricultural workers in the National Capital 

Region of India. It aims to understand and compare commuting patterns in urban and 

rural areas, including choice of travel modes, commuting distances, and gender 

differentials. 

The results reveal a tendency observable in urban residents to use individual motorized 

transport more often both for short and for long trips, although the proportion of 

individual motorization is far from what it is in the industrial world. Rural areas are 

characterized by the predominance of non-motorized travel modes and a large share of 

long trips. The mobility gap between men and women does not appear to increase with 

literacy. In urban areas, women often choose to commute by car rather than using green 

modes of transportation (especially in higher-income districts). The paper stresses the 

importance of the area and gender differentials that need to be taken into account when 

formulating regional transport policies. (Abstract from original source)                                                                                                                    

Keywords: commuting; India; gender differentials; rural-urban area; spatial regressions 
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Kronsell, Annica, Lena Smidfelt Rosqvist, and Lena Winslott Hiselius. 2016. “Achieving 

Climate Objectives in Transport Policy by Including Women and Challenging 

Gender Norms: The Swedish Case.” International Journal of Sustainable 

Transportation 10 (8): 703–11.  

 

Abstract: 

This article explores whether women can become the change agents for a sustainable 

transport sector and how such a change can be accomplished through transport policy. 

Based on the Swedish case, women still on average have transportation behavior with 

lower environmental impact than men have; women also tend to have stronger 

preferences for improving sustainability in the sector. The results imply that there are 

interesting behavior and attitude characteristics expressed by women that ought to be 

recognized and applied, e.g., through contesting prevailing norms and methods, in order 

to achieve sustainability goals for the sector. Altogether this suggests that women, 

beyond democracy reasons, should become more active as change agents to challenge the 

dominant male norms. Policy implications of these findings include measures to improve 

gender equal participation that would, e.g., make it possible to take advantage of these 

differences by (1) putting more emphasis on the relationships among travel patterns, 

sustainability, and gendering on all levels in transportation planning as a measure for 

improved sustainability; (2) implementing new ways of framing the problems to be 

solved, challenging existing norms working against gender equity and raising 

consciousness of sustainability issues; and (3) using gender mainstreaming to monitor 

policy impacts on different groups of men and women. However, today there is a lack of 

incentives to apply these tools. Since there is a tremendous complexity in the 

relationships on all levels, more research is needed together with improved dissemination 

of knowledge for the competence to increase within the transport sector. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: Attitudes; CO2 emissions; gendered institutions; sustainability transitions; 

travel behavior 

 

 

Lecompte, María Carolina, and Bocarjeo S. Juan Pablo. 2017. “Transport Systems and 

Their Impact Con Gender Equity.” Transportation Research Procedia 25: 4245–57.  

 

 Abstract:  

 This paper summarizes recent research on unequal access to transport systems. It focuses 

on how gender and socioeconomic inequalities may be aggravated by differences in 

transport accessibility. The investigation evaluated three hypothesis; first, transport 

accessibility is different between men and women with similar socioeconomic 

background; second due to these differences, women have less transport accessibility to 

jobs; and third, that these differences are stronger in lower income socioeconomic areas. 

Four zones in Bogotá were studied in more detail. The data used consisted of Bogota's 

2005 mobility survey, and two stated and revealed preference surveys developed by the 

University of the Andes to study socioeconomic and gender accessibility. This data 

helped establish differences in daily practices of men and women from different 

socioeconomic strata, as well as the access characteristics to different transport systems. 
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The data was also used to estimate the real accessibility of the four zones, and this was 

gender disaggregated. In conclusion, it was found that women generally travel less than 

men and they spend more than men in transport, even though their trips may be shorter. 

This did result in lower transport accessibility to job locations. Also, it was found that 

gender differences were stronger in lower socioeconomic areas. With these results, the 

investigation states the differences and several possible policies that could be considered 

to diminish the inequity. (Abstract from original source)  

 Keywords: transport accessibility; gender; inequalities 

 

 

Lei, Lei, Sonalde Desai, and Reeve Vanneman. 2017. “Village Transportation 

Infrastructure and Women’s Non-Agricultural Employment in India: The 

Conditioning Role of Community Gender Context.” India Human Development 

Survey (IHDS) Working Paper 2017-2, India Human Development Survey,  

University of Maryland and the National Council of Applied Economic Research.   

 

 Abstract:  

 Previous studies have examined how demographic characteristics, education, culture, and 

labor policy suppress Indian women’s labor supply. However, not enough attention has 

been paid to the role of poor labor market opportunity structure in causing Indian 

women’s exclusion from wage labor, particularly non-farm work. The recent government 

investments in transportation infrastructure has led to an expansion of employment 

opportunities for rural women, which allows us to examine the role of demand factors. 

Using data from the India Human Development Survey collected in 2005 and 2012, we 

study the impact of village transportation conditions on women’s participation in non- 

agricultural work. Conditional logit models show that access by roads and frequent bus 

services positively influence men’s and women’s participation in non-agricultural work. 

Similar effects are found for women and men. The positive impact of transportation 

infrastructure on women’s non-farm employment is stronger in communities with more 

egalitarian gender norms. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Levy, Caren. 2013. “Travel Choice Reframed: ‘Deep Distribution’ and Gender in Urban 

Transport.” Environment and Urbanization 25 (1): 47–63.  

 

 Abstract:  

 Transport is a critical system in the city, which, through providing access to essential 

activities, enables diverse women and men, girls and boys to “appropriate” their right to 

the city and to realize a fully rounded and substantive urban citizenship. Yet, despite 

decades of work on gender in urban development and urban planning, mainstream 

transport planning still remains largely untouched by debates on diversity and difference 

in cities. The tendency to focus on the economic and now environmental aspects 

continues to dominate urban transport. In contrast, concerns for the identity of urban 

residents or “users” are addressed through, and ultimately marginalized to, “the social” 

and distributional aspects of urban transport planning. This paper argues that the 

distributional aspects of transport are cross cutting, and go beyond the disaggregation of 
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transport users by social relations such as class, gender, age and ethnicity. The social 

identities of transport “users” are deeply embedded in social relations and urban 

practices, the latter ranging from the everyday lives of people to urban policies and 

planning. Furthermore, in transport, these social relations are played out in public space, 

with implications for how diverse women and men, girls and boys are able to exercise 

individual and collective “travel choice” and negotiate access to essential activities in the 

city. Recognition of these processes, as reflected in the “deep distribution” of the 

transport system, is essential to reframing the notion of “travel choice” and, ultimately, to 

urban transport and urban planning that is committed to social justice in cities. (Abstract 

from original source)  

 Keywords: gender; deep distribution; right to the city; transport; travel choice  

 

 

Mahapa, Sabina M., and Mac Mashiri. 2001. “Social Exclusion and Rural Transport: 

Gender Aspects of a Road Improvement Project in Tshitwe, Northern Province.” 

Development Southern Africa 18 (3): 365–76. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

This article presents a case for a reorientation of the way in which rural transport needs 

are perceived, planned and provided for, with a view to improved targeting of 

interventions, particularly with regard to addressing the mobility and accessibility needs 

of rural women. In addition, it seeks to critically appraise the sustainability of poverty 

alleviation properties attributed to the labour-based road works, especially in respect of 

their impact on women. It also explores the role that non-motorised modes of transport 

could play in reducing the transport burden of the Tshitwe community. (Summary from 

original source) 

 

 

Martinez, Daniel, Oscar A. Mitnik, Edgar Salgado, Lynn Scholl, and Patricia Yañez-

Pagans. 2019. “Connecting to Economic Opportunity: The Role of Public Transport 

in Promoting Women’s Employment in Lima.” Journal of Economics, Race, and 

Policy 3 (March): 1–23. 

 

Abstract:  

Limited access to safe transportation is one of the greatest challenges to labor force 

participation faced by women in developing countries. This paper quantifies the causal 

impacts of improved urban transport systems in women’s employment outcomes, looking 

at Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and elevated light rail investments in the metropolitan region 

of Lima, Perú. We find large gains in employment and earnings per hour among women, 

and not for men, due to these investments. Most of the gains arise on the extensive 

margin, with more women being employed, but employment does not appear to be of 

higher quality than that for comparison groups. We find also evidence of an increase in 

the use of public transport. Results are robust to alternative specifications and we do not 

find evidence that they are driven by neighborhood composition changes or 
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reorganization of economic activity. Overall, these findings suggest that infrastructure 

investments that make it faster and safer for women to use public transport can generate 

important labor market impacts for women who reside in the area of influence of the 

improved infrastructure. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Mejía-Dorantes, Lucía. 2018. “An Example of Working Women in Mexico City: How Can 

Their Vision Reshape Transport Policy?” Transportation Research Part A: Policy 

and Practice 116 (October): 97-111.  

 

Abstract:  

This paper focuses on mobility and accessibility in Mexico City especially for low-

medium income working women using a qualitative approach. Through in-depth 

interviews, we discuss different mobility and transport issues to understand what the 

main factors that influence their travel patterns are, how the different services are 

perceived and evaluated, and what their dairy constraints are. Our final aim is to 

understand what is still missing and to discuss the following steps regarding transport 

policy in Mexico City and its Metropolitan area through a gender perspective. 

Interestingly, even if there are important gender issues raised by participants, they have 

assumed these issues as being part of their daily life, modifying their transport patterns 

accordingly. They also perceive that there are many problems, which concern the 

transport system in general, others related to the complexity of the metropolis and the 

lack of civic-mindedness. The results also show a huge gap between women’s needs, 

depending on their income and place of residence. (Abstract from ScienceDirect)  

Keywords: transport disadvantage; social and gender inequalities; transport and land-

use policy; qualitative methods; developing countries; megacities 

 

 

 Mejía-Dorantes, Lucía, and Paula Soto Villagrán. 2020. “A Review on the Influence of 

Barriers on Gender Equality to Access the City: A Synthesis Approach of Mexico 

City and its Metropolitan Area.” Cities 96 (January): 1-9. 

 

Abstract:  

This paper explores the link between urban planning and transport through a gender 

perspective. Using as case study Mexico City Metropolitan Area, we discuss the 

importance of public transport for its inhabitants, the vital role it plays for carrying out 

different activities and enjoying the city. Moreover, we present the experiences that 

public transport system brings about to female citizens. Through a synthesis approach of 

different qualitative sources, we discuss how these issues are transformed into multiple 

barriers that shape the accessibility of women and define their commuting trips. The 

results suggest that, apart from many barriers, there is one type not widely discussed in 

the transport and accessibility literature, regarding emotional and corporal experiences, 

which may generate other specific forms of urban exclusion. Finally, we discuss how 

these barriers directly affect gender and its adverse consequences to society as a whole. 

(Abstract from original source) 
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Keywords: gender inequality; barriers; transport and land-use planning; social 

exclusion; time poverty; Mexico City metropolitan area 

 

 

Mitra-Sarkar, Sheila, and P. Partheeban. 2011. “Abandon All Hope, Ye Who Enter Here: 

Understanding the Problem of ‘Eve Teasing’ in Chennai, India.” In Women’s Issues 

in Transportation: Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical 

Papers, no. 46, 74-84. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

 

No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“Fear of victimization and crime are important concerns for women in cities around the 

world, and this fear is provoked through encounters with men in public space because 

they are “unpredictable, potentially uncontrollable and hence threatening.” The South 

Asian literature has focused more on the subordinate role of women in Indian society and 

the workplace than on gender-based crime (referred to as “Eve teasing”) in the public 

spaces and transportation systems in South Asia. The objective of this paper is to elicit 

information on sexual harassment faced by women commuters in Chennai, India. The 

study found 66% of the surveyed respondents had been sexually harassed while 

commuting. Many of the respondents first encountered sexual harassment during their 

adolescent years. Very few (5% or less) found any of the modal choices to be best. The 

largest number of women (more than 40%) rated their worst harassment experiences to 

be in buses and trains with no separate sections for women. The paper offers other 

findings on the nature and frequency of sexual harassment and suggestions to address 

these incidents” (Mitra-Sarkar and Partheeban 2011, 74).  

 

 

Njenga, Peter, and Nite Tanzarn. 2020. “Scaling Up Gender Mainstreaming in Transport: 

Policies, Practices and Monitoring Processes.” Proceedings of the Institution of Civil 

Engineers – Transport 173 (2): 64–75. 

 

Abstract:  

Four rural transport programmes, one each in Ghana, Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania, were 

reviewed in respect of gender mainstreaming. National gender frameworks and transport 

policies were analysed for each country. The four countries have constitutional, policy 

and legislative frameworks that underpin the principles of gender equality. Gender 

mainstreaming measures have further been cascaded downwards into sector policies, 

including transport. The programmes reviewed showed good practices in integration of 

gender across the project cycle. However, it is notable that the programmes reviewed 

were donor-funded and thus were significantly influenced by the gender policies of the 

funding mechanisms. While it was not ascertained if government-funded rural transport 

programmes had similarly embedded gender integration issues, there is undoubtedly a 

good foundation that has been laid through the programmes reviewed in this study. This 

practice needs to be replicated and institutionalised so that it becomes a common norm 

across all transport programmes. An important part of this is for national governments to 
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ensure sector-wide enforcement of the constitutional and legislative gender precepts. The 

case study programmes reviewed have put in place some good gender performance 

assessment tools, which provide examples of the tools that could be made mandatory as 

part of gender accountability in the transport sector. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: developing countries; knowledge management; public policy 

  

 

Njoh, Ambe J. 1999. “Gender-Biased Transportation Planning in Sub-Saharan Africa with 

Special Reference to Cameroon.” Journal of Asian and African Studies 34 (2): 216–

34. 

 

Abstract: 

The paper discusses transport problems facing women in Cameroon. Among major 

factors contributing to these problems are: societal attitudes, urban-biased development 

schemes, gender based discriminatory transport policies, inappropriate spatial 

organization, and negative trends in the country’s economy. The author argues that the 

uniqueness of women-specific transport problems warrants special and calculated action 

on the part of planners and policy makers in a developing nation such as Cameroon. 

Remedial steps, such as altering societal attitudes, lessening and simplifying women’s 

chores, promoting non-motorized modes of transport, reducing trip volume and length by, 

for instance, revamping antiquated zoning ordinances, and actively discouraging gender-

based discrimination in public transportation through appropriate legislation, are 

suggested. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Nyangueso, Samuel Ouma, Samuel Oyoo Orwa, Margaret Ombai, and Salma Sheba. 2020. 

“Effects of Gender Mainstreaming Efforts on Rural Transport Institutions in 

Kenya.” Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers – Transport 173 (2): 1–11. 

 

Abstract: 

This paper reports on an investigation into the effects of gender mainstreaming efforts on 

the institutions that deliver and support rural transport infrastructure and services in 

Kenya. It comes at a time when the nation is implementing robust policies, supported by 

enabling legislative and institutional frameworks for gender mainstreaming as required 

by the Constitution of Kenya 2010. A multi-level case study was conducted at national 

and county levels where many institutions were surveyed. Qualitative and quantitative 

data were collected, covering gender analysis in staffing, decision-making and 

procurement for a sample of rural transport institutions. Results show that gender 

mainstreaming efforts have transformed rural transport institutions towards gender-

responsive staffing, human-resource practices, budgeting, procurement and 

implementation of transport-related works. However, achieving the constitutional two-

thirds affirmative action policy in staffing remains a challenge, more so in technical and 

decision-making bodies. The study found that the meaning and purpose of gender 

mainstreaming is not sufficiently understood by the majority of transport sector 

institutions. Additionally, gender-disaggregated data are neither readily available nor 

applied to rural transport programming and implementation. A change of strategy and 
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long-term progressive efforts are required to realise gender equity in rural transport 

institutions in Kenya and beyond. (Abstract from ICE Virtual Library) 

  

 

Panjwani, Neha. 2018. “Mainstreaming Gender in Karāchī’s Public Transport Policy.” 

European Journal of Sustainable Development 7 (1): 355-64. 

 

Abstract:  

Conversations around gender inequality often focus on access to health, education, and 

workplace rights, but scarcely concern the transportation sector. The latter is highly 

gender discriminatory, especially in developing countries such as Pakistan, affecting the 

mobility of women and third genders, who face inequities in the provision and 

accessibility of this public service. Such constraints to safe, efficient, and comfortable 

mobility create serious problems for certain genders reflecting their economic security: 

this by extension is both a cause and an effect of social inequality, and the failure of 

federal budget allocation towards transportation leading to profound gender disparities in 

cities. It not only affects mobility but also, consequently, shapes the way in which space 

is occupied by women in public spheres. In the light of these challenges, this policy paper 

seeks to highlight the specific mobility challenges faced by women and transgender 

population, in the metropolis of Karāchī, who commute via public transport that includes 

buses, taxis and rickshaws. It highlights existing shortcomings in, and recommends an 

urgent focus on a more inclusive, need-based public transportation system. By drawing 

on the principles of gender mainstreaming interventions in public transportation in other 

countries, and data from first-hand interviews with local conductors, bus drivers and 

passengers – this policy makes some pragmatic recommendations, paying special 

attention to issues of inclusion, accessibility, safety and mobility. The implications of this 

study are to enhance evidence-based policy-making in transportation with particular 

focus on urban planning and gender – sensitive city development. (Abstract from original 

source) 

 

 

 Peters, Deike. 2001. “Gender and Transport in Less Developed Countries: A Background 

Paper in Preparation for CSD-9.” Background paper for the Expert Workshop 

‘Gender Perspectives for Earth Summit 2002: Energy, Transport, Information for 

Decision-Making,’ Berlin, Germany, January 10-12.  

 

No abstract available.  

 

Summary: 

Few developing country research and development projects have adequately accounted 

for the intersection of gender, transport, and mobility. This paper brings together recent 

evidence from rural and urban transport case studies in less developed countries. 

Women’s disadvantaged position in transport systems is apparent throughout. However, 

rather than simply use the studies to confirm general trends, this paper highlights both 

similarities and differences in women's experiences in order to stress the need for locally-

adapted gender-sensitive transport strategies. Once this local dimension is brought back 
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in, “giving voice” to women in transport planning and practice does not have to remain a 

lofty theoretical principle. Crucial, practical advances can be made by improving the 

quality of household and user surveys and by collecting all data in a sex-disaggregated 

manner. These efforts should be complemented by comprehensive, locally-targeted 

gender analyses and action plans. Depending on local context, the provision of special 

transit services to women may be an appropriate intervention, but should not be seen as a 

permanent solution. (Summary from original source)  

 

 

Plyushteva, Anna, and Kobe Boussauw. 2020. “Does Night-Time Public Transport 

Contribute to Inclusive Night Mobility? Exploring Sofia's Night Bus Network from 

a Gender Perspective.” Transport Policy 87 (March): 41-50.  

  

 No abstract available. 

 

 Summary: 

“While a growing body of research has demonstrated the significance of mobility to 

processes of social exclusion and inclusion (Akyelken, 2017; Lucas, 2012; Schwanen et 

al., 2015), the gendered dimensions of nocturnal mobility remain underexplored. To the 

extent that they are reported, gendered night mobility research has mostly focused on 

safety, vulnerability and crime (Cozens et al., 2004; Loukaitou-Sideris and Fink, 2008). 

Safety and vulnerability are undoubtedly important to mobility and immobility at night, 

yet focusing exclusively on them is insufficient in accounting for the multi-faceted nature 

of gendered mobilities. In this paper we explore safety concerns as one dimension of 

gendered night mobilities, in a framework which points to a wider variety of ways in 

which changes in transport policy and practice render mobility at night more or less 

inclusive. 

 

“A related concern of the paper is that in prior discussions, the benefits of night-time 

public transport for inclusion are often neglected, or alternatively, they are uncritically 

assumed (Volterra Partners and London First, 2014). What aspects of access to mobility 

are made possible by night transport services – affordability, access to jobs and services, 

safety, to name a few – and for whom, can be unclear. Bringing together these two sets of 

concerns, we examine the 2018 introduction of a night bus service in Sofia, Bulgaria. We 

draw on a theoretical perspective informed by gender studies in transport and mobility 

and on a mixed-method research design, in order to critically examine the impact of 

night-time public transport on inclusion” (Plyushteva & Boussauw 2020, 41). 

Keywords: night-time; public transport; gender; inclusion; night mobility 

 

 

Polk, Merritt. 2009. “Gendering Climate Change through the Transport Sector.” Kvinder, 

Køn & Forskning (3–4): 73–8. 

 

 Summary: 

“Within the climate change discourse, definitions of equality are not primarily formulated 

to take differences that are based upon the influences of gender, class, race and ethnicity 
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within countries into account. One of the main differences are seen between women’s and 

men’s travel behavior and their resultant impact on carbon dioxide emissions. Current 

research in Sweden, one of the most gender equal countries in the world, shows 

substantial differences between women’s and men’s greenhouse gas emissions (Carlsson-

Kanyama et al 1999; Polk 1998, 2004). Even though there are large individual variations 

among both women and men, overall men are more represented among the users who 

travel the longest, by the most energy intensive modes, resulting in significantly longer 

travel distances per day than women. Men, on an aggregate level, thus stand for a 

majority of kilometers traveled by car, and consequently for a majority of carbon dioxide 

emissions from the transport sector in Sweden (Carlsson- Kanyama et al 1999; Polk 

1998). While Sweden is just one case in point, it represents the apex of present gender 

equality. Similar, if not larger differences, can be seen in other European countries as 

well as in the US (Crane 2007; Hjorthol 2001). 

 

Differences in travel behavior and their consequent carbon dioxide emissions between 

women and men become visible when different measures of individual behavior are 

quantified and aggregated. Such quantified differences must be interpreted carefully since 

they are generalizations and simplifications from a wide array of complex interactions 

within social relations and obscure broad variations among women and among men” 

(Polk 2009, 74). 

 

 

Porter, Gina. 2012. “Reflections on a Century of Road Transport Developments in West 

Africa and Their (Gendered) Impacts on the Rural Poor.” EchoGéo 20 (April, 

June): 1-16.   

 

Abstract:  

This paper explores broad trends in road construction and associated transport services 

development in two West African countries, Ghana and Nigeria, over the last hundred 

years and considers their impact on the rural poor, with particular reference to rural 

women. It draws on diverse evidence, including twentieth century colonial archives, 

personal ethnographic field research undertaken over a 35- year period, associated 

quantitative surveys, and relevant secondary literature. Following an outline of each 

major phase in transport development, an assessment is made of its impacts on the rural 

poor, with particular reference to women. The study concludes with a review of recent 

donor policy shifts and the prospects for positive change. (Abstract from EchoGéo) 

 

 

Porter, Gina, Kate Hampshire, Albert Abane, Alister Munthali, Elsbeth Robson, Mac 

Mashiri, and Augustine Tanle. 2011. “Youth Transport, Mobility, and Security in 

Sub-Saharan Africa: The Gendered Journey to School.” In Women’s Issues in 

Transportation: Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical 

Papers, no. 46, 105-16. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

 

Summary: 
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“This paper draws on empirical data from a three-country (Ghana, Malawi, and South 

Africa) study of young people’s mobility to explore the gendered nature of children’s 

journeys to school in sub-Saharan Africa. Gender differences in school enrollment and 

attendance in Africa are well established: education statistics in many countries indicate 

that girls’ participation in formal education is often substantially lower than boys’, 

especially at the secondary school level. Transport and mobility issues commonly form 

an important component of this story, though the precise patterning of the transportation 

and mobility constraints experienced by girls and the ways in which transport factors 

interact with other constraints vary from region to region. In some contexts, the journey 

to school represents a particularly hazardous enterprise for girls because they face a 

serious threat of rape. In other cases, girls’ journeys to school and school attendance are 

hampered by Africa’s transport gap and by cultural conventions that require females to be 

responsible for pedestrian head loading (transporting loads such as food crops or fuel on 

the head) and other work before leaving for, or instead of attending, school. evidence 

comes from a diverse range of sources, but the data used here are principally drawn from 

a survey questionnaire conducted with approximately 1,000 children ages 7 to 18 years 

across eight sites in each country. The aim of this study is to draw attention to the 

diversity of gendered travel experiences across geographical locations (paying attention 

to associated patterns of transport provision); to explore the implications of these findings 

for access to education; and to suggest areas in which policy intervention could be 

beneficial” (Porter et al. 2011, 105).  

 

 

Porter, Gina, Kathrin Blaufuss, and Frank Owusu Acheampong. 2012. “Gendered Patterns 

of IMT Adoption and Use: Learning from Action Research.” Research in 

Transportation Economics 34 (1): 11–5. 

  

Abstract:  

This paper illustrates the value of using an action research methodology to improve 

understanding of gendered patterns of adoption and non-adoption of Intermediate Means 

of Transport (IMTs) and similar gender-related transport issues. It presents results from a 

novel action research project undertaken in five farming villages in southern Ghana, a 

region where IMT usage is currently low. The participatory action research study not 

only revealed important issues around differences between stated preferences and actual 

gendered patterns of adoption and non-adoption in the particular context of southern 

Ghana, but offers a methodology which may have value in many other gender and 

transport contexts across sub-Saharan Africa and beyond. (Abstract from original source) 

 Keywords: action research; gender; women; transport; IMT; Ghana 

 

 

Prati, Gabriele. 2018. “Gender Equality and Women’s Participation in Transport  

Cycling.” Journal of Transport Geography 66 (January): 369–75.  

 

Abstract:  

Population-level health benefits are associated with cycling as a means for day-to-day 

travel. Several factors inhibit women's participation in transport cycling. The aim of the 
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present study was to investigate the relationship between gender equality using the 

composite indicator of Gender Equality Index and its six core domains (work, money, 

knowledge, time, power, and health) plus violence and women's participation in transport 

cycling across the 28 member states of the European Union. The gross domestic product 

was included as a controlling variable. Results showed that the composite indicator of 

Gender Equality Index was associated with women's participation in transport cycling as 

well as with gender differences in participation in transport cycling. The core domains of 

health and work were not related to women's participation in transport cycling. Women's 

participation in transport cycling was associated with the following domains: time, 

power, and violence. The effect of gender equality varied across different indicators, with 

the strongest effect size found for time. The traditional sexual division of labour (gender 

gaps in caring and educating children or grandchildren, as well as in cooking and 

housework) may inhibit women's participation in transport cycling. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: bicycling; gender equality; active transport; mobility; Bayesian inference 

 

 

Richard, Shaibu Hasssan, and Emmanuel Okokondem Okon. 2018. “Gender Issue in 

Transportation Sector of Nigeria: A Case Study of Lokoja, Kogi State.” American 

International Journal of Social Science Research 2 (1): 52–61. 

 

Abstract: 

This paper aimed at finding out what constraint women in transport sector in Lokoja and  

why employers are reluctant in employing women in the sector? The null hypothesis is 

that women constraints have no significant effect in transportation sector in Lokoja. 

Information for the paper was basically from the questionnaire survey method Data 

generated were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as mean, simple percentages 

and graphical illustrations. Chi-square analysis was used to test the formulated 

hypothesis. The result reveals that women constraints have significant effect in 

transportation sector in Lokoja. Transport business in Lokoja is so dominated by male 

counterpart and  yet  some  routes  are  not  adequately  covered. Based on the 

aforementioned findings, it is recommended that social attitude in Lokoja, Kogi state and 

Nigeria in general should be changed in favour of women employment in transport 

sector. The government of Kogi state should establish driving schools and transport 

scheme meant to enhance the livelihood of women. The National Union of Road 

Transport Worker (NURTW) should encourage women to invest in the sector. (Abstract 

from original source) 

Keywords: Gender bias; transport sector; Lokoja; labour force; Nigeria 

 

 

Rivadeneyra, Aldo Tudela, Abel Lopez Dodero, Shomik Raj Mehndiratta, Bianca Bianchi 

Alves, and Elizabeth Deakin. 2015. “Reducing Gender-Based Violence in Public 

Transportation: Strategy Design for Mexico City, Mexico.” Transportation Research 

Record 2531 (1): 187–94. 

  

 Abstract:  
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 Gender-based violence on public transportation in Mexico City, Mexico, is a growing 

concern. Current efforts to counteract the violence have focused on transit vehicles for 

exclusive use by women and children and campaigns to promote the report of offenses. 

To characterize the problem, this study conducted a transit user survey, workshops with 

transit users, interviews with operators, and interviews with experts in the field. The 

study found that, even though transit users believed that the gender-exclusive transport 

service reduced problematic encounters, they did not view the service as a solution to the 

problem of gender-based violence. Transit users would prefer to see the problem 

addressed through a combination of interventions including social marketing, mobile 

phone reporting systems, and transit service upgrades. Government agencies 

acknowledged that gender segregation and current reporting systems were only partially 

successful, and nongovernmental organizations and private operators agreed. Those 

agencies added that they were ready to contribute to the effort to find solutions to the 

problem. Study recommendations included (a) a communication campaign to foster better 

social behavior by passengers; (b) the use of technology, such as cell phone applications, 

to enable users to report offenses; and (c) the further investigation of the potential for 

new technology-based niche transportation services to address particular markets that 

were unsafe. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Rivera, Roselle Leah K. 2010. “Gender and Transport: Experiences of Marketplace 

Workers in Davao City, Philippines.” Environment and Urbanization ASIA 1 (2): 

171–86.  

  

 Abstract:  

 What are the strategies which men and women in poor communities utilize to meet their 

daily mobility needs? This is a key question which captures the emerging policy 

discussion on transport deprivation in developing countries. As transport deprivation 

means how people in poor communities, mostly women, experience greatest access 

problems. The article revisits a neglected dimension of urban poor housing discourse. 

More often than not, communities are seen as homogenous without recognizing that 

women and men, from diverse backgrounds, in poor communities have widely varying 

mobility and accessibility needs. This article initially begins a discussion on the transport 

experiences, the gendered differences of mobility and travel patterns of the men and 

women in poor communities, their transport conditions, and the related conditions 

experienced by poor men and women in three marketplaces. Methods for primary data 

gathering include (1) a random sample survey of 120 men and women from 3 major 

marketplaces of the three districts of the city (2) focus group discussions with 

representatives from four sectors (i.e., transportation leaders, public sector, private sector 

and NGOs, feminist leaders) and (3) key informant interviews of local and national 

officials. Secondary data such as official documents of the city were also utilized. While 

the costs of journey to work vary in the three districts, the time spent traveling for the 

short distance to work raises time poverty concerns. The article shows that men and 

women are predominantly pedestrians in a city whose official transport policy and 

practice is very biased towards high cost projects praised for technological efficiency and 

management. (Abstract from original source)  
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 Keywords: transport deprivation; mobility; gender and transport; Davao City 

 

 

Riverson, John, Mika Kunieda, Peter Roberts, Negede Lewi, and Wendy M. Walker. 2006. 

“Gender Dimensions of Transport in Developing Countries: Lessons from World 

Bank Projects.” Transportation Research Record 1956 (1): 149-56. 

 

 Abstract:  

 Women in most developing countries have limited access to transport services and 

technology. This lack of transport imposes severe constraints on their access to health, 

education, and other social facilities and services, making them and their children more 

vulnerable to serious injury or death as a result of childbirth or another medical 

emergency. Understanding and responding to women's transport needs are essential for 

reducing poverty, as reflected in the United Nations statement of the Millennium 

Development Goals. Many governments and development agencies have learned much 

from extensive field research and case studies about women's and men's substantially 

different patterns of mobility needs. In recent years, the World Bank has integrated these 

gender concerns and needs into its policies and has encouraged borrowing countries to 

address the concerns of women in their national, regional, and local projects and 

programs. The World Bank has developed corresponding guidance for the transport 

sector and encourages its application as appropriate in all the transport investments that it 

supports. This paper summarizes examples of good practice and illustrates its application 

in Ethiopia. However, the World Bank's Transport Sector is concerned that the outcomes 

for women of the interventions that it supports often continue to fall short of 

expectations. This paper describes the steps that are being taken to improve the effective 

meeting of gender needs. The paper also highlights the value of participating in a broad 

network of development specialist groups to share experience of effective good practices 

and to strengthen the scope for matching specific cultural and institutional conditions. 

(Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Root, Amanda, Laurie Schintler, and Kenneth Button. 2000. “Women, Travel and the Idea 

of ‘Sustainable Transport’.” Transport Reviews 20 (3): 369–83.  

 

 Abstract:  

 Women form an increasingly large proportion of both the populations of the US and of 

European countries. This, together with the changing role of women in modern society, 

has important potential implications for transport policy. Looked at from the micro level, 

women have different travel patterns from men, reflecting factors such as lower labour 

force participation, lower income levels, their traditional role in the family, the decision-

making structure within households, the current age distribution and physical 

vulnerability. The situation is changing and this will have implications on transport 

demands. The female population is also, on average, getting older. Traditional travel 

modelling spends much time on modal attributes, such as speed and cost, but for many 

women this may not be the central issue. Security is often important. Standard traffic 

models only implicitly allow for gender (e.g. travel time is valued different from work 



Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights 

Roads, Transportation, Mobility and Gender: Bibliography with Abstracts 

 

 43 

and non-work trips). With the increased complexity of life styles and the growth in multi-

purpose trips by women, the conventional approach to travel time valuation may need to 

be rethought. This paper looks at some of the emerging issues regarding women and 

travel and puts them in the context of the emerging ideas concerning sustainable 

transport. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Salon, Deborah, and Sumila Gulyani. 2010. “Mobility, Poverty, and Gender: Travel 

‘Choices’ of Slum Residents in Nairobi, Kenya.” Transport Reviews 30 (5): 641–57.  

 

Abstract:  

A survey of 4375 slum residents in Nairobi, Kenya, reveals that the majority cannot 

afford any of the motorized transport options in the city. They cope by limiting their 

travel outside their settlement and, if they do travel, by often ‘choosing’ to walk. As 

compared to the non‐poor, poor households are systematically worse off. But the burden 

of reduced mobility is borne disproportionately by women and children. Using 

joint‐choice modeling to empirically explore the travel ‘choices’ of Nairobi’s slum 

residents, we show that women, men, and children in this population face distinct barriers 

to access. We conclude that policy aiming to improve mobility and transport access for 

the poor needs to grapple not only with the crucial issue of affordability but also with 

specific constraints faced by women and children. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Sánchez de Madariaga, Inés, and Michael Neuman, eds. 2020. Engendering Cities: 

Designing Sustainable Urban Spaces for All. New York: Routledge. 

 

 No abstract available.  

 

 Summary: 

 Engendering Cities examines the contemporary research, policy, and practice of 

designing for gender in urban spaces. Gender matters in city design, yet despite 

legislative mandates across the globe to provide equal access to services for men and 

women alike, these issues are still often overlooked or inadequately addressed. This book 

looks at critical aspects of contemporary cities regarding gender, including topics such as 

transport, housing, public health, education, caring, infrastructure, as well as issues which 

are rarely addressed in planning, design, and policy, such as the importance of toilets for 

education and clothes washers for freeing-up time. In the first section, a number of 

chapters in the book assess past, current, and projected conditions in cities vis-à-vis 

gender issues and needs. In the second section, the book assesses existing policy, 

planning, and design efforts to improve women’s and men’s concerns in urban living. 

Finally, the book proposes changes to existing policies and practices in urban planning 

and design, including its thinking (theory) and norms (ethics). 

 

The book applies the current scholarship on theory and practice related to gender in a 

planning context, elaborating on some critical community-focused reflections on gender 

and design. It will be key reading for scholars and students of planning, architecture, 
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design, gender studies, sociology, anthropology, geography, and political science. It will 

also be of interest to practitioners and policy makers, providing discussion of emerging 

topics in the field. (Summary from Google Books)  

 

Table of Contents: 

1. Planning the Gendered City – Inés Sánchez de Madariaga and Michael Neuman 

2. A Gendered View of Mobility and Transport: Next Steps and Future Directions – 

Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris 

3. Gendered Mobility Patterns of Carers in Austria – Bente Knoll and Teresa Schwaninge 

4. Violence Against Women in Moving Transportation in Indian Cities: 

Reconceptualising Gendered Transport Policy – Yamini Narayanan 

5. Planning Mobility in Portugal with a Gender Perspective – Margarida Queirós and 

Nuno Marques da Costa 

6. Implementation of Gender and Diversity Perspectives in Transport Development Plans 

in Germany – Elena von den Driesch, Linda Steuer, Tobias Berg, and Carmen Leicht-

Scholten 

7. Why Low-Income Women in the U.S. Need Automobiles – Evelyn Blumenberg 

8. Public Toilets: The Missing Component in Designing Sustainable Urban Spaces for 

Women – Clara Greed 

9. Are Safe Cities Just Cities? A Perspective from France – Lucile Biarrotte and Claire 

Hancock 

10. Everyday Life Experiences of Afghan Immigrant Women as Representation of their 

Place of Belonging in Auckland – Roja Tafaroji 

11. Gender Mainstreaming in the Regional Discourse over the Future of the Ruhr 

Metropolitan Area: Implementation of Gender Mainstreaming in Planning Processes – 

Jeanette Sebrantke, Mechtild Stiewe, Sibylle Kelp-Siekmann, and Gudrun Kemmler-Lehr 

12. An Analysis of EU Urban Policy from the Perspective of Gender – Sonia De 

Gregorio Hurtado 

13. Gender Mainstreaming Urban Planning and Design Processes in Greece – Charis 

Christodoulou 

14. Gendering the Design of Cities in Aotearoa New Zealand: Are We There Yet? – Dory 

Reeves, Julie Fairey, Jade Kake, Emma McInnes, and Eva Zombori 

15. Gender Impact Assessments, a Tool for the Implementation of the New Urban 

Agenda: The Case of Madrid Nuevo Norte – Ines Novella Abril 

16. Gender and the Urban in the 21st Century: Paving Way to ‘Another’ Gender 

Mainstreaming – Camilla Perrone 

17. Epilogue: Unifying Difference and Equality Concepts to Buttress Policy – Inés 

Sánchez de Madariaga 

 

 

Scheiner, Joachim, and Christian Holz-Rau. 2012. “Gender Structures in Car Availability 

in Car Deficient Households.” Research in Transportation Economics 34 (1): 16–26.  

 

Abstract:  

This paper studies the intra-household allocation of cars in car deficient households from 

a gender perspective. An individual’s car access is measured in terms of duration of car 
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use over a week. Car deficient households are defined as households with fewer cars than 

drivers. We develop a set of hypotheses that serve to explain gender differences in car 

availability, and empirically test some of these hypotheses by using multiple regression 

analysis. The data we use is the German Mobility Panel 1994–2008. Our findings provide 

evidence for the importance of social roles and economic power in intra-household 

negotiations about the limited resource of the household car. We cannot clearly decipher 

whether patriarchal structures and/or gender preferences are relevant as well, but our data 

suggest that both may play a role. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; car availability; car deficient households; time use; intra-household 

car allocation 

 

 

Schmid, Thomas, Omari Kanenda, Indu Ahluwalia, and Michelle Kouletio. 2001. 

“Transportation for Maternal Emergencies in Tanzania: Empowering Communities 

through Participatory Problem Solving.” American Journal of Public Health 91 (10): 

1589–90. 

 

No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“Inadequate health care and long delays in obtaining care during obstetric emergencies 

are major contributors to high maternal death rates in Tanzania. Formative research 

conducted in the Mwanza region identified several transportation-related reasons for 

delays in receiving assistance. In 1996, the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief 

Everywhere (CARE) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) began 

an effort to build community capacity for problem-solving through participatory 

development of community-based plans for emergency transportation in 50 villages. An 

April 2001 assessment showed that 19 villages had begun collecting funds for 

transportation systems; of 13 villages with systems available, 10 had used the system 

within the last 3 months. Increased support for village health workers and greater 

participation of women in decision making were also observed” (Schmid et al. 2001, 

1589).  

 

 

Scholten, Christina Lindkvist, and Tanja Joelsson, eds. 2019. Integrating Gender into 

Transport Planning: From One to Many Tracks. Basingstoke; New York: Palgrave 

MacMillan.  

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

This edited collection brings together feminist research on transport and planning from 

different epistemologies, with the intention to contribute to a more holistic transport 

planning practice. With a feminist perspective on transport policy and planning, the 

volume insists on the political character of transport planning and policy, and challenges 

gender-blindness in a policy area that impacts the everyday lives of women, men, girls, 
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and boys. The chapters discuss everyday mobility as an embodied and situated activity in 

both conceptual and theoretical ways and suggest practical tools for change. The 

contributions of this collection are threefold: integrating gender research and transport 

planning, combining quantitative and qualitative gender research perspectives and 

methods, and highlighting the need to acknowledge the politicization of transport 

planning and transport practice. (Summary from Palgrave MacMillan) 

 

Table of Contents: 

1. The Political in Transport and Mobility: Towards a Feminist Analysis of Everyday 

Mobility and Transport Planning – Tanja Joelsson, Christina Lindkvist Scholten 

2. Are We Still Not There Yet? Moving Further Along the Gender Highway – Clara 

Greed 

3. Travel Choice Reframed: ‘Deep Distribution’ and Gender in Urban Transport – Caren 

Levy  

4. Gendered Perspectives on Swedish Transport Policy-Making: An Issue for Gendered 

Sustainability Too – Lena Smidfelt Rosqvist  

5. How to Apply Gender Equality Goals in Transport and Infrastructure Planning – Lena 

Levin and Charlotta Faith-Ell  

6. Til Work Do Us Part: The Social Fallacy of Long-Distance Commuting – Erika 

Sandow  

7. Measuring Mobilities of Care, a Challenge for Transport Agendas – Inés Sánchez de 

Madariaga and Elena Zucchini  

8. The ‘I’ in Sustainable Planning: Constructions of Users Within Municipal Planning 

for Sustainable Mobility – Malin Henriksson  

9. Towards an Intersectional Approach to Men, Masculinities and (Un)sustainable 

Mobility: The Case of Cycling and Modal Conflicts – Dag Balkmar  

10. Hypermobile, Sustainable or Safe? Imagined Childhoods in the Neo-Liberal 

Transport System  

11. Gendering Mobilities and (In)equalities in Post-Socialist China – Hilda Rømer 

Christensen  

12. Towards a Feminist Transport and Mobility Future: From One to Many Tracks – 

Tanja Joelsson and Christina Lindkvist Scholten  

 

 

Song, Lily, Mariel Kirschen, and John Taylor. 2019. “Women on Wheels: Gender and 

 Cycling in Solo, Indonesia.” Journal of Tropical Geography 40 (1): 140-57.   

 

 Abstract:  

This paper explores the question of how to promote cycling among women who face 

disproportionate mobility and accessibility barriers in rapidly urbanizing contexts by 

analyzing empirical findings from a multi method research study based in Solo, 

Indonesia. Building on and applying a combination of critical gender, geography, and 

development perspectives, it focuses on the perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors of 

women residing in low income neighbourhoods with little access to public transportation 

networks in Solo as an ‘indicator species for bike friendly cities’. Based on research and 

analytic findings, the paper further contemplates alternative policy and planning 
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approaches to promoting cycling in more gender inclusive and responsive terms. 

(Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Sovacool, Benjamin K., Johannes Kester, Lance Noel, and Gerardo Zarazua de Rubens. 

2019. “Are Electric Vehicles Masculinized? Gender, Identity, and Environmental 

Values in Nordic Transport Practices and Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) Preferences.” 

Transportation Research Part D: Transport and Environment 72 (July): 187-202. 

 

Abstract:  

In this paper, we provide a comparative and mixed methods assessment of the gendered 

dimensions of electric mobility and stated preferences for electric vehicles in the Nordic 

region. This includes the potential for such vehicles to be configured in a vehicle-to-grid 

(V2G) manner, where they can store energy and offer services to the grid, generating 

revenue and accelerating decarbonisation. Based primarily on a survey distributed to a 

mix of more than 5000 respondents across five countries, research interviews, and focus 

groups, and supplemented with a comprehensive literature review, we examine how 

perceptions, attitudes, values and identities towards electric mobility differ by gender. We 

use this data to test, and largely confirm, with some exceptions, three hypotheses: H1: 

Men use cars (conventional and electric) more than women, more often own a car or EV, 

drive further than women, and use less public transport. H2: Women have stronger 

preferences for the environmentally friendly or safety attributes of vehicles (such as EVs 

and V2G), reflecting higher levels of environmental awareness. H3: Women attach less 

importance to acceleration, power, or sound, whereas men will emphasize range, sex 

appeal, and acceleration. In examining these hypotheses about gender, we reveal the 

more complex social dynamics behind how potential adopters in Denmark, Finland, 

Iceland, Norway, and Sweden consider and calculate various aspects of conventional 

mobility, electric mobility, and V2G. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; femininity; masculinity; electric vehicles; vehicle-to-grid; electric 

mobility 

 

 

Thakuriah, Piyushimita (Vonu), Lei Tang, and Shashi Menchu. 2011. “Young Women’s 

Transportation and Labor Market Experiences.” In Women’s Issues in 

Transportation: Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical 

Papers, no. 46, 276-88. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

 

 No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“This paper examines the transportation and labor market experiences of women at a 

stage of life that has been called “emerging adulthood,” “young adulthood,” and even 

“older youth.” Although young children and older individuals have been the focus of 

transportation policy research, research on mobility and transportation issues facing 

young adults is much more limited. The main research questions addressed by this paper 

are (a) how do the transportation and labor market experiences of young women compare 
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with those of young men and (b) what factors are likely to contribute to the transportation 

experiences of young women? The National longitudinal Survey of Youth, which is a 

panel data set of a large sample of respondents since 1979 and continuing until the 

present, was used. Gender differences were examined in several labor market indicators, 

including the age at entry into the labor force, the number of jobs, the number of weeks 

worked per year, and aver- age earnings. The transportation indicators analyzed are 

perceptions of young women with regard to difficulties associated with transportation, 

job search distance, and the duration of time they remain carless after entering the labor 

force. Compared with men, a higher proportion of young women perceived difficulties 

with their travel and transportation conditions, were likely to restrict their job search 

geographically to a smaller area, and acquired a vehicle earlier through their husbands or 

later if single. More research is needed to better understand gender- based mobility 

policies that apply to a large cross section of young women” (Thakuriah et al. 2011, 276). 

 

 

Turner, Jeff. 2012. “Urban Mass Transit, Gender Planning Protocols and Social 

Sustainability – The Case of Jakarta.” Research in Transportation Economics 34 (1): 

48–53. 

 

Abstract:  

The discussion within a number of Global South cities is increasingly focused on the 

planning and implementation of large-scale urban mass transport systems. There is, 

however, a significant challenge of delivering such large investments in a manner to 

produce equity in the benefits across different urban spaces and across different social 

groupings. The transaction costs of urban survival and its associated urban mobility and 

their differences across gender and other social groups may work against the 

48esarrollo48e distribution of benefits predicted from traditional individualistic, utility-

maximising rational choice planning models. This may affect the social sustainability of 

such large-scale investments. There is a need for new methods and protocols in transport 

planning and management to ensure that such transport systems promote social 

sustainability. The mainstreaming of gender into the planning, financing, implementation, 

operation and management of such large-scale urban transport systems is a fundamental 

component for tackling the challenges facing the delivery of social sustainability. This 

paper will look at a case study of the Jabotabek Suburban Rail and Bus Rapid Transit 

systems in Jakarta as examples of large-scale mass transit investment. It will draw on 

survey research that highlights the gender differences in the use of this large urban 

transport system, gender differences in how the system interacts with geographies of 

opportunities and daily travel patterns, gender differences in the impact of the systems 

operation on passenger safety and security. It will highlight the need for new gender and 

user group protocols in the planning, implementation and management of urban mass-

transit systems. It will provide some concrete examples of what measures would arise 

from such new planning protocols. (Abstract from original source) 

 Keywords: Jakarta; urban mass transit; gender planning protocols; social sustainability  
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Usman, B.A., and O.F. Akinola. 2017. “Gender Differentials in Transportation 

Characteristics of Students of Tertiary Education Institutions in Ilorin, Nigeria.” 

Geography 15: 91-106. 

 

Abstract:  

Women tend to be exposed to more restrictions in their mobility requirements than men 

and a lot of evidence from research has shown that there are differences between males 

and females in terms of the access, usage pattern and burden of transport. This study 

examines the usage of transport modes, transportation problems and adaptation strategies 

of male and female students in Ilorin city. A total of 381 students were sampled from four 

higher educational institutions in the city. The data were analysed using simple 

percentages, tables, graphs and chi-square statistical technique. Results show that more 

males (16.7%) than females (9.2%) travel by bus while 28.3% of the females as against 

23.3% of the males travel to school by taxi. Magnitude of various transportation 

problems was also found to differ between the sexes. The difference in modal choice 

between the males and females was however, not significant at 0.05 level of significance. 

In addition, the study shows that the male and female students significantly perceive the 

magnitude of the various transportation problems differently and also significantly differ 

in their adjustment to these problems. Recommendations include the provision of more 

on-campus hostel accommodation particularly for female students, provision of more 

school buses and adoption of separate queues for males and females at bus stops. 

(Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender differences; travel behavior; campuses; transport modes;           

transportation problems   

 

 

Uteng, Tanu Priya, and Jeff Turner. 2019. “Addressing the Linkages between Gender and 

Transport in Low- and Middle-Income Countries.” Sustainability 11 (17): 1-34.  

 

 Abstract: 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) specifies gender equality and sustainable 

development as their two central priorities. An area of critical importance for sustainable 

and gender-fair development is mobility and transport, which has so far been neglected 

and downplayed in research and policy making both at the national and global levels. 

Rooted in the history of the topic and the emerging ideas on smart, green and integrated 

transport, this paper presents a literature review of on gender and transport in the low- 

and middle-income countries. The paper presents a host of cross-cutting topics with a 

concentrated focus on spatial and transport planning. The paper further identifies existing 

research gaps and comments on the new conceptualizations on smart cities and smart 

mobilities in the Global South. Due attention is paid to intersections and synergies that 

can be created between different development sectors, emerging transport modes, data 

and modeling exercises, gender equality and sustainability. (Abstract from original 

source) 

Keywords: gender; transport; accessibility; smart city; smart mobility; low- and middle-

income countries 
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Vaughn, Stephen T. 2011. “Women’s Safety and Security Issues with Bicycling and 

Walking: Examination of Potential Planning, Design, and Technology Solutions.” In 

Women’s Issues in Transportation: Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 

2: Technical Papers, no. 46, 95-104. Washington, DC: The National Academies 

Press. 

 

 No abstract available.   

  

Summary:  

“In the non-motorized transportation field, gender differences in bicycling and walking 

are well documented, and personal safety has been identified as a deterrent to their 

increased usage. This concern for safety is not limited to the physical environment of the 

roadways, but includes the individual’s perception of safety in the surrounding 

neighborhoods as well as the environment of multi-use paths and lanes. This paper uses 

data from the National Crime victimization Survey and the FBI’s National Incident-

Based Reporting System to examine gender issues and to identify major safety and 

security concerns for users. The study incorporates focus group recommendations to offer 

planning and policy recommendations to increase the number of women who choose non-

motorized transportation” (Vaughn 2011, 95). 

 

 

Waygood, E. Owen D. 2011. “What Is the Role of Mothers in Transit-Oriented 

Development? The Case of Osaka–Kyoto–Kobe, Japan.” In Women’s Issues in 

Transportation: Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical 

Papers, no. 46, 163-78. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

 

 No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“The majority of mothers in Japan are not employed out- side the home, but their role in 

chauffeuring and accompanying children on their trips is much less than in Western 

societies. Cultural expectations and the built environment in the Osaka region of Japan 

contribute to children as young as 10 and 11 traveling without adult accompaniment for 

the majority of trips. This independent travel in turn reduces the chauffeuring burden on 

parents. The chauffeuring of children in the United States and other Western countries is 

conducted mostly by mothers, but the role of mothers in the travel context of their 

children’s travel has not been investigated for Japan. Children ages 10 and 11, from nine 

different schools in varying neighborhoods, were surveyed about their travel by using a 

child-friendly diary. The survey results show that parents accompanied children for less 

than 15% of their trips on weekdays, whereas data from the United States indicate that 

children are accompanied by a parent on more than 65% of weekday trips they make. The 

average daily travel time was 40 min for children in Japan versus 72 min for their 

American counterparts, despite a similar number of trips per day. The paper further 

examines children’s trips with the accompaniment of parents, by sex of parent, by time of 

day and mode, and by destination. The influence of various built environment 
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measurements and car ownership on accompaniment and the accumulated time burden on 

parents is also examined. This research contributes to land use planning through 

examining the built environment and mobility management through discussion on 

cultural values” (Waygood 2011, 163). 

 

 

Wittbom, Eva. 2011. “Gender Mainstreaming in Transportation: Impact of Management 

Control.” In Women’s Issues in Transportation: Summary of the 4th International 

Conference, Vol. 2: Technical Papers, no. 46, 264-75. Washington, DC: The National 

Academies Press. 

 

  No abstract available.  

 

  Summary:  

  “In international surveys, Sweden is considered to be the locus classicus for gender 

mainstreaming. At a macro level, the picture is clear, as government directives include 

specific goals for gender equality and the expectation that public agencies will 

mainstream gender into their core business. At a micro level, the situation is more 

complex. Formal governance meets with gendered norms and cultures that are equally 

strong, but informal, driving forces among civil servants. The question raised here is how 

the management control system functions under the pressure of mainstreaming gender. 

With an interpretive approach, research has been conducted to disclose constructions that 

tend to enable or to hamper gender equality in the practice of management control at a 

micro level. The evidence stems from a case study of the Swedish Road Administration 

and the Swedish National Rail Administration. Interviews, observations of meetings, and 

close reading of documents furnish this paper with data covering the years 2002–2007 

with regard to a policy goal of a gender-equal transport system. Applying a gender 

perspective together with a sociological institutional perspective makes gendered rules, 

norms, and culture visible. The results show how management control is involved in 

integration of gender by assimilation and by decoupling, obstructing transformative 

gender mainstreaming. The administration is busy keeping up the appearance of fulfilling 

the goal, legitimizing its activities by reporting relative fulfillment in accordance with the 

rules of the control system, regardless of the relevance connected to the norms of gender 

equality. The management control system perpetuates a culture in which reliability lies in 

measurability; therefore, the goal of gender equality results in a quantitative perspective 

on women and men instead of a qualitative gender perspective on the transport system” 

(Wittbom 2011, 264). 

 

 

You, Sotheary. 2019. “Women’s Unsafe Mobility in Public Transport in Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia.” Journal of Peacebuilding & Development 14 (2): 222–7.  

 

No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  
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“This briefing focuses on the unsafe mobility of women when they are in transit, with a 

specific focus on public transportation. Since the Phnom Penh Municipality considers 

revamping the public transportation system, there is an opportunity for the municipality 

to craft a gender-responsive public transportation policy” (You 2019, 222). 

 

 

Zheng, Yubing, Yang Ma, and Jianchuan Cheng. 2020. “Cycling Anger in China: The 

Relationship with Gender Roles, Cycling-Related Experience, Risky and Aggressive 

Riding.” Transportation Research Part F: Traffic Psychology and Behaviour 68 

(January): 52–66. 

  

Abstract: 

As vulnerable road users, cyclists are suffering from a disproportionate burden of crash 

injuries and fatalities. Road anger has been demonstrated as an important precursor of 

unsafe behaviors and crash-related outcomes for drivers. However, little attention has 

been paid to road anger experienced by cyclists and less is known about how cyclists’ 

road anger would impact their road safety, especially in middle-income countries. The 

purpose of this study was to evaluate the psychometric properties of the Cycling Anger 

Scale (CAS) in a Chinese sample, and to explore the road anger experienced by Chinese 

cyclists as well as international differences regarding cycling anger. A further aim was to 

investigate the relationship between cycling anger and cyclists’ demographics, gender 

roles, cycling-related experience, risky riding as well as aggressive riding. The survey 

was operated with an online questionnaire. A total of 442 cyclists were included in the 

final sample. Confirmatory Factor Analysis supported the original four-factor solution of 

the 14-item CAS. The overall cycling anger and anger levels in different situations 

reported by Chinese cyclists significantly differed from those of German and Australian 

cyclists. Cyclists with a stronger masculine identity reported a higher level of cycling 

anger, and those who cycled for over 20 km per week were less likely to be provoked by 

interactions with cars, cyclists and pedestrians. Cyclists who had been involved in crashes 

over the past three months reported a higher level of anger towards car interaction. 

Besides, both risky riding and aggressive riding were significantly correlated with cycling 

anger, and the two types of behaviors were predicted by different aspects of cycling 

anger. This study again demonstrates that the CAS is a reliable and valuable tool to 

measure cyclists’ road anger, and the results can aid in designing evidence-based 

interventions for cycling anger in China. (Abstract from original source) 

 Keywords: gender roles; cycling-related experience; risky riding; aggressive riding 

 

 

B. Non-Academic Resources  

 

Ali-Nejadfard, Fatemeh. 2000. “Rural Travel and Transport and Economic Development – 

Problems and Prospects – Examples from Malawi and Zimbabwe.” In Empowering 

Farmers with Animal Traction: Proceedings of the Workshop of the Animal Traction 

Network for Eastern and Southern Africa (ATNESA) Held 20-24 September 1999, 

Mpumalanga, South Africa, edited by Pascal Kaumbutho, Anne Pearson, and 
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Timothy Simalenga. Alice, South Africa: Animal Traction Network for Eastern and 

Southern Africa. 

  

Abstract:  

The paper highlights some of the results and findings from several studies carried out in 

Africa and Asia to show how rural travel and transport could catalyse rural development.  

 

The paper discusses the rural accessibility planning tool which has been developed by 

ILO and gives detailed insight on gender and rural access problems related to distribution 

of transport workload among rural households.  

 

Case studies from Malawi and Zimbabwe have been used to show some possible 

interventions which can reduce the transport burden and provide means of transport that 

are suitable to women. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Aljounaidi, Lamis. 2010. Gender and Transport in MENA Case Studies from West Bank 

Gaza and Yemen. No. 21. MENA Knowledge and Learning: Quick Notes Series. 

Washington DC: The World Bank. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“Mobility is a major factor in access to economic resources, education, health and other 

key elements influencing women’s empowerment. In Middle East and North African 

countries, like in many other developing economies, women’s mobility is constrained not 

only by limited transport supply, but also by social factors reducing women’s access to 

the outside world as well as political realities.  

 

“The following brief is a summary of three studies that were implemented on Gender and 

Transport in the region, two in Yemen and one in West Bank Gaza. The goal was to 

better understand how transport infrastructure and services are facilitating or constraining 

women‘s access to resources, markets, training, information, and employment. A key 

objective was also to identify priority areas for public intervention to improve women‘s 

mobility and enhance their access to economic empowerment” (Aljournaidi 2010, 1). 

 

 

Allen, Heather. 2018. “Approaches for Gender Responsive Urban Mobility.” Module 7a. In 

Sustainable Transport: A Sourcebook for Policy-makers in Developing Cities. 2nd 

Edition. Bonn and Eschborn: Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. 

  

No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  
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“Cities grow rapidly: Since 2000, there are more people living in urban areas than in rural 

ones. Ninety-five percent of all urbanization is expected to occur in cities in developing 

countries and this is where the majority of cities with populations over 10 million will be. 

(UN Habitat 2016) Transportation systems make cities function and provide access to 

goods and services. As cities grow so does demand for transport. In 2050, there may be 

three to four times as many passenger-kilometers travelled as in the year 2000 (UN 

Habitat 2012). A lot of this growth is happening in the form of slums, or in conditions of 

poverty – and the majority of the urban poor are women.  

 

“While the impacts of urban growth are well documented, the impacts of this growth on 

men and women are not, and there is still no systematic inclusion of women’s needs in 

transport projects. Transport is often seen as gender neutral – a road or bus system will 

benefit all equally. In fact, it´s not! Women and men have different expectations, needs 

and constraints for using transport. Without taking this into consideration, planning and 

projects do not adequately meet this demand, and transport is not efficient and is 

unsustainable.  

 

“In 2017, the debate about sexual harassment of women has caused an international 

outcry and led to increasing public attention for the restrictions of mobility women face 

in their daily movements in the city. It has given momentum to long overdue debate in 

transport policy, planning and operation. While the differences between how men and 

women use transport are widely known and acknowledged, approaches on how to address 

them are just recently being discussed, researched, tested and implemented- and it has 

given momentum to a discussion long overdue in transport policy, planning and 

operation.  

 

“This sourcebook has also been developed to look at where gender and urban transport 

intersect, seeing the concept of gender as a transversal topic that is relevant in all phases 

of planning, design and implementation and one that needs to be urgently addressed. It 

examines transport systems around the world to establish what is important for transport 

users in general and how gender affects the ways users view and experience transport.  

To date much of the current work on gender and transportation in developing countries 

has focused mostly on rural transport and there is a lack of analysis of gender responsive 

transport planning and projects in urban areas. This module aims to bridge that void and 

bring together current best practices” (Allen 2018, 5). 

 

 

Asian Development Bank. 2009. Intersections: Gender, HIV, and Infrastructure Operations – 

Lessons from Selected ADB-Financed Transport Projects. Mandaluyong City, 

Philippines: Asian Development Bank (ADB).  

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

ADB is committed to mainstream gender equality approaches in all sectors of its 

operations. This publication assesses the nexus between gender inequalities, HIV spread, 
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and infrastructure development. A desk review and comparative analysis of existing 

infrastructure sector policies, legal and regulatory frameworks related to HIV prevention 

in Cambodia, the People s Republic of China, India, Papua New Guinea, and Tajikistan 

identifies factors which may contribute to promote an effective response to the epidemic. 

The assessment of and field visits in selected ADB transport project sites identified 

promising practices for a more sustainable and gender-inclusive response to the epidemic. 

(Summary from ProQuest) 

 

 

Asian Development Bank. 2013. Gender Tool Kit: Transport – Maximizing the Benefits of 

Improved Mobility for All. Mandaluyong City, Philippines: Asian Development Bank 

(ADB).  

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

The purpose of the tool kit is to assist staff and consultants of the Asian Development 

Bank (ADB) and government partner executing agencies to conceptualize and design 

gender-responsive projects in the transport sector. ADB’s Policy on Gender and 

Development adapts gender mainstreaming across all sectors to promote and support 

gender equality and women’s empowerment.  

 

The tool kit provides guidance for transport sector specialists and gender specialists by 

drawing attention to the gender dimensions of transport, and how to mainstream gender 

equality issues into transport project design, implementation, and policy engagement 

(Summary from ADB)  

 

 

Bamberger, M., World Bank, and A. S. C. Davis. 2001. Women and Rural Transport in 

Development. 5:2:a. Module 5: Social and Environmental Issues. Washington DC: 

The Rural Transport Knowledge Base, SSATP Africa Transport Policy Program, 

The World Bank. 

 

Abstract:  

The UK Government’s 1997 White Paper on International Development states that a 

commitment to equality between men and women ‘is an integral and essential part of our 

approach to development’, that it is ‘…based on principles of human rights and social 

justice’, and that poverty cannot be eliminated ‘…until men and women have equal 

access to the resources and services necessary to achieve their individual potential and 

fulfill their obligations to the household, community, and more broadly, society’. The 

Global Platform for Action at the 1995 World Conference on Women in Beijing agreed 

that a more strategic approach is required to promote full equality between all men and 

women, as opposed to the former efforts of focusing on women’s practical needs through 

a reduction of the burden placed on them by poverty and their multiple roles in society.  
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This paper is intended to draw on the experiences of various organisations, including the 

Department for International Development, World Bank and International Forum for 

Rural Transport Development (IFRTD). Its purpose is to discuss gender and transport 

issues and identify some interventions which can be adopted to alleviate the transport 

burden of rural women. (Abstract from original source) 

  

 

Blomstrom, Eleanor, Aimee Gauthier, and Christina Jang. 2018. Access and Gender. Access 

for All Series: Policies for Inclusive Transit-Oriented Development. Institute for 

Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP) and Women’s Environment and 

Development Organization (WEDO).  

  

 No abstract available.  

  

 Summary:  

 The paper explores how transportation systems have failed to account for diverse 

mobility patterns and needs among genders. It provides an overview of the gender aspects 

of sustainability mobility for civil society, government officials, foundations, and 

transport experts, and it offers a set of recommendations to improve access for women. 

The paper further discusses how transport systems historically have not taken into 

consideration the different mobility patterns and needs between genders and how this 

creates a dynamic that perpetuates gender gaps in society, in both developed and 

developing world cities. (Summary from WEDO) 

 

 

Breengaard, Michala Hvidt, Hilda Rømer Christensen, Helene Hjorth Oldrup, Helle 

Poulsen, and Tea Malthesen. 2007. TRANSGEN – Gender Mainstreaming European 

Transport Research and Policies: Building the Knowledge Base and Mapping Good 

Practices. Copenhagen: Co-ordination for Gender Studies, University of 

Copenhagen.   

  

No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“This report documents that there are clear and persistent gender differences in travel 

patterns. Men consistently travel further than women, men are more likely to travel by car 

and women by public transport, and women’s trips tend to be more local. Explanations to 

these differences are linked to unequal gendered relations in the household and labour 

market and urban structures as well as gender 56esarrollo56e56. This means that men and 

women make different uses of a shared system of transport” (Breengaard et al. 2007, 5).  

 

 

Duchene, Chantal. 2011. “Gender and Transport.” Discussion Paper No. 2011-11 presented 

at the 2011 International Transport Forum, Leipzig, Germany, May 25-27.  

  

 No abstract available.  
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 Summary: 

“While greater account is increasingly being taken of gender in a variety of areas, little 

progress has been made in this respect in the transport sector. In both developed and 

developing countries, our societies are gendered in that women and men play different 

roles, notably because household chores and children are mainly the preserve of women, 

which reduces the time they have available for activities for which they are responsible 

and for the trips they need to make in order to perform these activities. 

 

“Development, employment and even health policies must take account of the issue of 

travel. And to do this successfully, it is essential to seek ways in which to incorporate the 

issue of gender into policies relating to mobility and transport.  

 

“At present, it is no longer women’s non-governmental organizations that stress this 

point, but the community as a whole. It is for this reasons that this theme is now being 

examined in greater depth by the International Transport Forum which commissioned this 

report.  

 

“The report begins with an overview of the situation, and then presents good practices 

and a set of recommendations. It addresses both developed and developing countries, 

urban and rural areas, and infrastructure and services” (Duchene 2011). 

 

 

Hamilton, Kerry, Linda Jenkins, Frances Hodgson, and Jeff Turner. 2005. “Promoting 

Gender Equality in Transport.” EOC Working Paper No. 34, Equal Opportunities 

Commission, Manchester. 

  

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“The greater amount of time that women spend relative to men on caring-related roles, 

results in women and men travelling by different means, at different times, to different 

locations over different distances. These differences are not addressed systematically by 

current transport policy and provision.  

 

“The present transport system has largely been constructed for men by men. The 

evidence for this is provided by the nature of vehicle design; the extent of radial routing 

(i.e. routes that run from suburb to centre) in public transport, which means that 

passengers have to travel to the centre and out again to arrive at an area adjacent to their 

starting points; and the emphasis on the peak-time periods in the provision of bus and rail 

services.  

 

“Transport professionals are increasingly aware of the social dimension of transport. 

There is, however, still a fundamental lack of awareness of the gender-differentiated 

impact of transport policy and provision. Piecemeal initiatives, such as the Public 
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Transport Gender checklist produced by the Department for Transport, are often not 

implemented at a local level and their take-up is not closely audited.  

 

“The need to address specifically the different needs of women and men appears not to be 

understood by transport policy-makers. This may be because it is believed that it is 

cheaper to do nothing, that gendered transport planning is an ‘add-on’ to ‘proper’ 

transport planning and policy and that gender-awareness does little to improve or 

substantially re-direct the final outcome of the transport policy” (Hamilton et al. 2005, 

iii). 

 

 

International Forum for Rural Transport and Development (IFRTD). 2004. 

“Mainstreaming Gender in the Transport Sector – From Rhetoric to Practice.” 

Forum News 11 (3): 1–4.  

  

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“Recent research funded by the World Bank helps us to examine the nature of this 

progress.The research carried out by IC Net, TRL and members of the IFRTD network 

looks at a series of donor supported projects and programmes from the transport sector 

that have, or should have, integrated gender within them. It reports the findings of 10 

separate case study reports from 9 countries across the developing world. Seeking to 

broaden the micro-scale, household, and village level focus of earlier projects/research, in 

order to examine transport programmes and projects in the context of; the national gender 

and transport policies within which they operate; and the approaches and capacity of the 

transport institutions responsible for their implementation” (IFRTD 2004, 1). 

 

 

International Transport Forum. 2019. Transport Connectivity: A Gender Perspective. Paris: 

OECD Publishing. 

  

No abstract available. 

 

Summary:  

“Transport connectivity is a crucial factor in economic development- connecting people 

to opportunities and businesses to markets enhances potential for inclusive growth and 

prosperity. In Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

the United Nations highlights that better transport connectivity improves mobility and 

serves ultimately as a catalyst for integration between local communities, cities, regions 

and countries.  

 

“This compendium is a collection of voices from international organisations, 

governments, businesses and academia on the importance of transport connectivity as a 

factor in women’s empowerment. It showcases that enhanced transport connectivity 

provides better access for women and girls to education, jobs and other opportunities. It 
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highlights that transport planning should consider the needs of, and 59esarrol access to 

opportunities, for all travellers equally. International Transport Forum (ITF) stakeholders 

propose solutions for better transport connectivity for women and girls; solutions that 

ultimately result in more inclusive and sustainable transport. Examples from different 

modes of transport, including road, aviation and maritime are covered in this report” (ITF 

2019, 6). 

 

Table of Contents: 

1. Introduction – International Transport Forum  

2. Gender-based Analysis Plus and the National Trade Corridors Fund in Canada – 

Jennifer Sully  

3.  Public Transport System Design: A Gender Perspective from Chile – Catalina 

Guevara and Lorena Àlvarez 

4. Changing the Mindset: Transport that Meets User Needs – Lenka Čermáková 

5. Closing the Gender Gap in Transport Data: Good Practices from Jalisco in Mexico – 

Laureen Montes Calero and Valentina Montoya 

6. Gender Inclusion: Land Transport in Peru – Peruvian Ministry of Transport and 

Communications 

7. Gender Equity in Transport is an Economic Imperative: Los Angeles’ Approach – 

Seleta Reynolds 

8. Reading Between the Lines of Codes and Algorithms – Karla Gonzalez Carvajal 

9. Transport Connectivity for Women and Girls: Beyond the Concept of Mobility as 

Movement Only – Angie Palacios 

10. The Gender Data Gap: Undermining Sustainable and Social Mobility – Sheila 

Watson and Kate Turner 

11. Women’s Mobility is Defined by Transport Connectivity and Accessibility – Heather 

Allen 

12. How Technology Can Contribute to Women’s Safety in Transport: Uber’s Experience 

– Rana Kortam 

13. Have a Nice Flight Connection: A Gender Perspective on Airport Facilitation and 

Planning – Raquel Chinea, Pilar Diez, María de los Ángeles García-Cuevas, María 

Ibáñez and Noa Soto 

14. Sticky Floors and Glass Ceilings: Women’s Employment in the Transport Sector – 

Dr. Bipasha Baruah 

15.  Improving Diversity in the United Kingdom’s Transport Sector Through 

Apprenticeships – Miriam Lea 

16. More Women in Transport Can Only Mean Better Connectivity – Elisabeth Suciu, 

Cécile Sadoux and Dionisio González 

17. Increasing Diversity in European Ports – Isabelle Ryckbost 

18.  The Mobility Sector is on the Verge of an Awakening – Kelly Saunders 

19. Women’s Travel and Participation in Regional Transport Systems – International 

Transport Forum 
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Jaffe, Eric. 2012. “Public Transportation’s Hidden Gender Imbalance.” City Lab, February 

1. https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2012/02/public-transportations-hidden-

gender-imbalance/1107/. 

   

 No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

 “If we bothered to anthropomorphize the problems of public transit, we’d probably 

consider them equal-opportunity haters. Cars crowd, fares rise, service dwindles for one 

and all. 

 

“But it turns out our public transportation services might harbor a bit of a gender bias 

against women. That’s the argument put forth by Gendered Innovations, a Stanford 

University project devoted to gender analysis, in a new line of study called 

‘Transportation: Reconceptualizing Data Collection.’ 

 

“By reexamining transportation data, the researchers at Gendered Innovations believe 

they’ve uncovered evidence that women ride transit systems much more often than 

typical numbers suggest. The researchers contend that regular transit surveys obscure the 

number of trips caregivers (particularly parents or, more likely, mothers) take; that serial 

trips, which women make more often than men, aren’t sufficiently defined; and that 

aggregated ridership figures, particularly by race, create incomplete pictures of the riding 

public. 

 

“These true numbers, the researchers conclude, should encourage metro transit systems to 

redesign facilities to accommodate the transport needs of women” (Jaffe 2012, 1).  

 

 

Kaufman, Sarah M., Christopher F. Polack, and Gloria A. Campbell. 2018. The Pink Tax 

on Transportation. New York: NYU Rudin Center for Transportation.  

 

 Abstract:  

 Women report day-to-day experiences of harassment, catcalling and general discomfort, 

much of it on transportation systems, affecting their sense of safety and self-worth. This 

report, prepared by the NYU Rudin Center for Transportation, is based on an online 

survey of New Yorkers conducted in September-October, 2018. The Pink Tax is a form 

of gender-based price discrimination. It is the extra amount that women pay for certain 

products, such as deodorant, and services, including dry cleaning. A study conducted by 

the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs found that on average, women’s 

products cost 7% more than similar products for men. This report seeks to determine 

whether and how the Pink Tax applies to Transportation in New York City. (Abstract 

from the National Academy of Sciences)  

 

 

Kunieda, Mika, and Aimée Gauthier. 2007. “Gender and Urban Transport: Smart and 

Affordable.” Module 7a. In Sustainable Transport: A Sourcebook for Policy-Makers 

https://www/
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in Developing Cities. Eschborn: Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GTZ).  

 

Abstract:  

This module, which is a component within the GTZ Sourcebook on Sustainable Urban 

Transport, examines transport systems around the world to establish what is important for 

transport users in general and how gender affects the ways that users view transport. 

Ultimately these are universal concerns. When gender-based needs are not taken into 

consideration, transport is inefficient and unsustainable. Urban transport systems are 

frequently overlooked in discussions of quality of life issues for city dwellers. Moreover, 

transport is often seen as gender neutral – a road or a bus system is seen to benefit all 

equally, however this isn’t a given. Urban transport systems are dynamic, influenced by 

society and influencing the choices that members of that society make. The objective of 

this module is to promote thinking about the concept of gender in urban transport through 

two concepts – fashion and affordability. The author defines ‘fashionable’ in this context 

as public transport, cycling and walking which is attractive to the consumer as it offers 

personally satisfying advantages (cleanliness, safety and convenience) that compete with 

the perceived advantages of private cars. (Abstract from BRIDGE) 

 

 

Maffii, Silvia, Patrizia Malgieri, and Caterina Di Bartolo. n.d. Smart Choices for Cities 

Gender Equality and Mobility: Mind the Gap! Italy: Civitas Wiki Consortium.   

  

No abstract available.  

  

 Summary:  

Achieving the target of sustainability in urban mobility also means considering the needs 

of different users and thereby offering equal levels of accessibility to transport to all 

different groups. The need to adopt a gender-sensitive perspective is emerging as a 

challenging and impending task for urban mobility policy makers and planners. In this 

sense, to be effective, urban mobility policy action needs to be more gender-sensitive.  

A review of the body of literature and research confirms that still little is known about 

specific needs of genders. On the other hand, the analysis of the socio-economic 

background together with projections and trends confirm that, though narrowing, the gap 

between genders is still evident and has effects on mobility patterns.  

 

Lower employment rates, part-time roles and low-wage positions are the main factors 

which determine a sensible difference between genders in the labour market, in social life 

and in transport behaviour. Furthermore, even at retirement gender needs are notable, 

given that women make up the predominant part of the elder population. The picture that 

emerges is one where women travel differently than men in relation to transport modes 

used, distance travelled, the daily number of trips and their pattern, and, not surprisingly, 

they also travel for different purposes.  

 

The gender imbalance emerging from current patterns and trends in mobility and 

transport reveals the existence of a disparity, which essentially affects three different 
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aspects: the lack of knowledge of gender issues and the scarcity of gender mobility data 

and statistics, the need to plan gender tailored mobility services and the need to better 

exploit the synergies between urban and mobility planning.  

In this document some noteworthy gender-sensitive experiences of pioneer European 

countries and cities that have started embedding gender mainstreaming in urban and 

mobility planning are presented. However a consolidated and shared gender perspective 

in mobility policy-making is still far from being achieved.  

 

Lessons learned from experiences across Europe reveal that, in addition to the large 

information gap to be filled by improving gender-based statistical data and research, the 

measures implemented at local level are usually pilot projects, presenting implementation 

and sustainability problems due to the lack of dedicated public funds projects. 

Furthermore, addressing women’s mobility requires interaction between transport and 

welfare policies which might increase the complexity and length of the decision-making 

process. 

 

From these considerations gender-sensitive policy recommendations are drawn: key 

issues to be tackled are the support of women’s participation in decision-making, the 

improvement in accessibility, safety and comfort of transport modes and the planning of 

transport services in response to gender needs. Notably, an important driver in this 

process could be the fact that, according to some studies, women are more likely than 

men to support or accept sustainability and green economy policies as they appear to be 

more sensitive to environmental risks and more prepared to make behavioural changes. 

(Summary from original source)  

  

 

Ng, Wei-Shiuen, and Ashely Acker. 2018. Understanding Urban Travel Behaviour by Gender 

for Efficient and Equitable Transport Policies. Paris: OECD/International Transport 

Forum. 

 

Abstract:  

Gender is one of the key socio-demographic variables that can influence travel behaviour, 

but it is often the least understood. Understanding travel behaviour by gender will help 

better design transport policies that are efficient and equitable. Due to the gendered 

division of work in households, women often have multiple tasks and activities. As a 

result, women are more likely to have shorter commute distances, to chain trips, to have 

more non-work related trips, to travel at off-peak hours, and to choose more flexible 

modes. This study examines travel behaviour by gender in eight different cities, across 

three different continents, focusing on transport mode, trip purpose, travel distance and 

departure time for Auckland, Dublin, Hanoi, Helsinki, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Lisbon 

and Manila. The most common trends found in the cities are that women tend to travel 

shorter distances and prefer public transport and taxi services to cars more than men. 

(Abstract from original source)  
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Peters, Deike. 1999. “Gender Issues in Transportation: A Short Introduction.” 

Presentation notes for UNEP Regional Workshop, ‘Deals on Wheels: Sustainable 

Transportation Initiatives in Developing Countries,’ San Salvador, July 28-30. 

  

No abstract available.  

 

Summary: 

“Seventy percent of the 1.3 billion people living in poverty worldwide are women, 

according to the UN 1995 Human Development Report. Transport-related issues such as 

access to jobs, markets and social/educational facilities play an important, but 

underappreciated role in perpetuating women’s disadvantaged position in society. While 

there have been an increasing number of efforts to incorporate gender perspectives 

especially into the health, education and agricultural sectors, much fewer attempts have 

been made in the transport sector” (Peters 1999).  

 

 

Shah, Sonal, Kalpana Viswanath, Sonali Vyas, and Shreya Gadepalli. 2017. Women and 

Transport in Indian Cities. New Delhi: Institute for Transportation and Development 

Policy (ITDP) and Safetipin.  

  

 No abstract available.  

 

 Summary:  

 The performance of urban transport services places different burdens on women and men, 

with the costs of poor public transport often being borne by women. Safe, comfortable, 

convenient and affordable transport can play an important role in not only helping meet 

women’s practical needs such as access to schools and markets, but also in contributing 

to their strategic empowerment by facilitating access to social and economic 

opportunities. 

 

 While there is momentum by different levels of government in addressing women’s 

safety in public transport, urban transport investments are largely gender blind with a 

limited understanding of the interrelationships between gender and transport inequities. 

Sustainable urban development will remain elusive without integrating women and girls’ 

safety, comfort, convenience and affordability in urban transport. Addressing this, and as 

a first of its kind, a paper on Women and Transport in Indian Cities was created by ITDP 

India Programme and Safetipin. 

 

 This paper outlines the broad issues faced by women and girls when using or accessing 

urban transport, and recommends key measures to enable equitable access. The brief 

recommends gender responsive indicators, service level benchmarks and guidelines for 

comprehensive/green mobility plans as well as walking, cycling, public and intermediate 

public transport. (Summary from ITDP) 
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Suri, Shipra Narang. 2010. “Women Only: From Delhi To Mexico, Making Public 

Transport Safer.” In Women’s Feature Service: Women, Safety and the City, 1-4.  

New Delhi: Jagori.  

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary:   

“Indeed, in a recent survey of over 5,000 persons conducted across Delhi by JAGORI and 

New Concept for the Government of Delhi, over half of the women respondents reported 

that public transport was the most unsafe ‘place’ for women in the national capital. The 

survey was released in July this year. Forty percent said that waiting for public transport 

was equally risky. Yet, using public transport is not optional for most women, whether in 

Delhi or elsewhere. A safe and women-friendly public transport system – not only the 

various modes of public transport like buses, metro, auto-rickshaws and taxis but also 

associated infrastructure such as bus stops and metro stations, pavements and other 

waiting areas – is , therefore, central to improving women’s safety, and enhancing their 

access to their city” (Suri 2010, 1).  

 

 

Tanzarn, Nite. 2017. Scaling Up Gender Mainstreaming in Rural Transport: Policies, 

Practices, Impacts and Monitoring Processes. RAF2004J. Thame: Cardno Emerging 

Market (UK) Ltd/International Forum for Rural Transport and Development 

(IFRTD).  

 

Abstract:  

This report 64esarrollo64 four country case studies conducted in Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania 

and Uganda as part of a networked research project. The case studies analysed transport 

sector policies, legislation, regulations and programmes in order to generate key learning 

around good and promising gender mainstreaming practices for possible up-scaling. Each 

of the case study countries has political frameworks that allude to gender equality, to 

varying degrees, in law and policy. However, many of these political commitments are 

yet to translate into gender equitable transport. The attempts to incorporate gender in 

most of the national transport policies were found not to be methodical with some 

relegating gender to specific sections of the documents. The traffic and safety regulations 

were found to be most lacking in gender responsiveness, as they did not refer to sexual 

and gender-based violence that is reportedly prevalent in public transport spaces. A 

project cycle analysis of seven rural transport projects revealed various innovative 

approaches adopted to mainstream gender, some of which informed transport policy and 

practice. To further institutionalise mainstreaming, the report recommends evidence-

based policy engagement, collection of gender disaggregated transport data, gender 

capacity building of transport and engineering professionals/researchers and retrofitting 

of policy and regulations for improved gender sensitivity. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

The World Bank. 2013. Empowering Local Women, and Delivering Better-Maintained Roads 

in Rural Vietnam. Results Profile. Washington, DC: The World Bank. 
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Abstract: 

This Results Profile talks about empowering local women, and delivering better-

maintained roads in rural Vietnam. The rapid expansion of the road network in rural areas 

had created new challenges in terms of sustainability. The Third Rural Transport Project 

identified barriers along the route to more accessible road networks, including a lack of 

incentives to local bureaucracies to regularly maintain rural roads in remote areas. The 

project provided financing support to ethnic minority women to undertake road 

maintenance in rural areas, thereby increasing women’s employment in poor, remote 

areas, and developing a cost-effective way to maintain rural roads. (Abstract from the 

World Bank) 
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III. Gender and Mobility 

 

A. Academic Resources  

 

 

Adeel, Muhammad, and Anthony G.O. Yeh. 2018. “Gendered Immobility: Influence of 

Social Roles and Local Context on Mobility Decisions in Pakistan.” Transportation 

Planning and Technology 41 (6): 660-78. 

 

Abstract:  

This paper examines the instances of one-day immobility in Pakistan and reports its 

socio-demographic determinants using the nationally representative dataset of the 2007 

Pakistan Time Use Survey. Of 37,830 time diary respondents, nearly 30% did not report 

travel during the diary day. Homemakers and those out of the workforce were more likely 

to be immobile than employed or student respondents. Immobility rates were very high 

among women (55%) as compared to men (4%). Among women, those between 20 and 

34 years of age, married, with children, having better education, dependent on other 

household members and those living in higher income households were more likely to be 

immobile. The excessive gender nature of immobility seems to be triggered by a gender-

based sociocultural environment, which restricts female mobility due to family honor 

concerns. Other than this, those living in the provinces of Sindh and Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa or in urban areas were more likely to be immobile than those living in 

Punjab and Sindh provinces or in rural areas. The significant geographic effect at broader 

spatial scale is caused by the demographic structure as well as due to differences in the 

social and cultural context of these areas. Finally, questions regarding the measurement 

of immobility and the potential implications of increased female immobility are 

discussed. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: mobility; travel behavior; gender; time use; immobility; Pakistan  

 

 

Akyelken, Nihan. 2013. “Development and Gendered Mobilities: Narratives from the 

Women of Mardin, Turkey.” Mobilities 8 (3): 424–39.  

  

 Abstract:  

 This paper addresses gendered mobilities in Mardin in the context of the implications of 

transport investments for the female labour market. I seek to illustrate that the 

relationship between infrastructure provision and gendered mobilities is entangled in a 

wider context which encompasses politics and cultural geographies. Drawing on theories 

of mobilities, I argue that a lack of understanding of the complementary and 

contradictory impacts of local context and physical infrastructure investments may 

undermine social and cultural conditions within communities, resulting in misguided 

development policies. (Abstract from original source)  

 Keywords: gender and mobilities; Turkey; Mardin; regional development policy; 

transport  
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Anwar, Nausheen H., Sarwat Viqar, and Daanish Mustafa. 2018. “Intersections of Gender, 

Mobility and Violence in Urban Pakistan.” In Social Theories of Urban Violence in 

the Global South: Towards Safe and Inclusive Cities, edited by Jennifer Erin 

Salahub, Markus Gottsbacher, and John de Boer, 15-31. Routledge Studies in Cities 

and Development. Abingdon; New York: Routledge. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

This chapter explores the intersections of gender, mobility, and violence by analysing 

gender as a key mediator of mobility in two urban areas of Pakistan: Karachi and the twin 

cities of Rawalpindi-Islamabad. Karachi is the commercial hub of the country, Islamabad 

is the federal capital, and Rawalpindi is the headquarters of the all-powerful Pakistani 

military. Much journalistic, and some academic, attention has been paid to the various 

kinds of violence in Karachi: terrorist activity, ethnic violence, and extrajudicial killings 

by law-enforcement agencies. As women and men move through public spaces-streets, 

neighbourhoods, and the larger city-they indicate different aspects of mobility. The 

chapter suggests that certain mobilities, mostly masculine, impact the immobility of other 

genders; and that these gendered mobilities are inextricably bound with social norms, 

class, ethnicity, and violence. The larger context of dominant masculinity inhibits 

women’s mobility, as do its claims about the appropriate and “natural” behaviours of men 

and women in public and private spaces. (Summary from Taylor & Francis Group) 

 

 

Bagheri, Nazgol. 2019. “Tehran’s Subway: Gender, Mobility, and the Adaptation of the 

‘Proper’ Muslim Woman.” Social & Cultural Geography 20 (3): 304–22.  

 

Abstract: 

Tehran’s subway, the most affordable means of public transportation in the city, offers a 

useful context to study the relationship between women’s spatial mobility, the 

construction of self, and social production of space. This study focuses on Line 1 of 

Tehran’s subway that connects Tehran’s Bala Shahr (Northern Tehran) and Paeen Shahr 

(Southern Tehran) neighborhoods. This study draws upon 46 semi-structured interviews 

with women who were using subway Line 1 in the fall and winter of 2012. The average 

hour-long interviews examine how women’s emotional states as well as their perceptions 

of self and space vary as they traverse the city on Line 1. Representing a cultural as well 

as a spatial transect through the city, the perceptions of women on subway’s Line 1 

convey the repudiation of the state’s attempt to promote a singular Muslim female 

identity. The findings suggest that similar to women’s perception of space, their gendered 

identities are constantly changing through the enhanced mobility that is facilitated by 

Tehran’s subway system. In contrast to what is presumed in the West, with a simple 

change in their hijab style or make-up, Iranian women innovatively negotiate contrasting 

spaces. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; mobility; social construction of public space; Muslim identity; Iran, 

subway 
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 Barnes, Teresa A. 1992. “The Fight for Control of African Women’s Mobility in Colonial 

Zimbabwe, 1900-1939.” Signs 17 (3): 586–608. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“…restricting the mobility of women had become an unworkable policy by the mid-

1930s. Providing ideological and practical barriers to keep women in rural areas may 

have supported both the men who were becoming migrant workers and the system that 

forced them into it. But there were other spaces in the colonial political economy. 

Working men in the mines and towns, low-paid migrants though they were, still wanted 

cooked food, clean clothing, and sexual services; as Luise White has recently written, 

they wanted “the comforts of home.” Colonialism did not transform the expectation that 

these comforts should be provided by women. Therefore, as I will discuss, mobile 

African women filled these voices by moving to and fro across the barriers of the 

supposedly all-white and all-male towns of Southern Rhodesia” (Barnes 1992, 588).   

 

  

Bélanger, Danièle, and Rachel Silvey. 2019. “An Im/Mobility Turn: Power Geometries of 

Care and Migration.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 1–18. 

doi:10.1080/1369183X.2019.1592396. 

 

Abstract: 

This special issue explores the analytical significance of immobility for understanding the 

inequalities that animate—and co-exist in tandem with—growing global mobility and 

migration. With a particular focus on the literature on migrant care workers, the 

collection examines how the socio-spatial mobility of these workers is blocked, stuck, 

and constrained, and how these immobilities are integral to their migration experiences. 

Extending Doreen Massey’s idea of ‘power geometries’ to migration studies, we offer the 

concept of an ‘im/mobility turn’—wherein the back slash highlights the connections 

between immobility and mobility—to emphasise how particular forms of movement are 

shaped by the regulations, inequalities, and disciplinary pressures that delimit that 

movement. In the current global context where anti-immigration and xenophobia are on 

the rise, and where temporary migrant labour regimes of all kinds are increasingly 

common, we argue that attention to the many forms of immobility that are evident in care 

work migration may offer clues for grasping how immobilities function in relation to 

contemporary migration politics more generally. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: immobility; mobility; care work; migrants; gender; power geometries; social 

reproduction; inequality 

 

 

Bergman Lodin, Johanna, Amare Tegbaru, Renee Bullock, Ann Degrande, Lilian Wopong 

Nkengla, and Hyeladi Ibrahim Gaya. 2019. “Gendered Mobilities and Immobilities:  
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Women’s and Men’s Capacities for Agricultural Innovation in Kenya and Nigeria.”  

Gender, Place & Culture 26 (12): 1759-83. 

 

 Abstract: 

Social norms surrounding women’s and men’s mobility in public spaces often differ. 

Here we discuss how gendered mobilities and immobilities influence women’s and men’s 

capacities to innovate in agriculture. We analyze four case studies from Western Kenya 

and Southwestern Nigeria that draw on 28 focus group discussions and 32 individual 

interviews with a total of 225 rural and peri-urban women, men and youth. Findings show 

that women in both sites are less mobile than men due to norms that delimit the spaces 

where they can go, the purpose, length of time and time of day of their travels. Overall, 

Kenyan women and Nigerian men have better access to agricultural services and farmer 

groups than their gendered counterparts. In Southwestern Nigeria this is linked to 

masculine roles of heading and providing for the household and in Western Kenya to the 

construction of women as the ‘developers’ of their households. Access and group 

participation may reflect norms and expectations to fulfill gender roles rather than an 

individual’s agency. This may (re)produce mobility pressures on time constrained 

gendered subjects. Frameworks to analyze factors that support women’s and men’s 

agency should be used to understand how gendered mobilities and immobilities are 

embedded in community contexts and affect engagement in agricultural innovation. This 

can inform the design of interventions to consider the ways in which norms and agency 

intersect and influence women’s and men’s mobilities, hence capacity to innovate in 

agriculture, thus supporting more gender transformative approaches. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: gender; mobility; agriculture; innovation; Kenya; Nigeria 

 

 

Boyer, Kate, Robyn Mayes, and Barbara Pini. 2017. “Narrations and Practices of Mobility 

and Immobility in the Maintenance of Gender Dualisms.” Mobilities 12 (6): 847–60.  

 

Abstract: 

This paper analyses the role of practices and representations of mobility in supporting 

particular kinds of gender orders. While scholarship has shown the various ways women 

are materially and symbolically ‘fixed’ in place, less attention has been paid to how 

discourses and practices of mobility interface with systems of gender differentiation more 

broadly. This work is based on a robust empirical base of 55 interviews, 90 h of 

participant observation and an analysis of museum displays in Kalgoorile, Western 

Australia, an iconic frontier mining town selected for this investigation as a site of 

strongly bifurcated gender discourses. Analysing our field data through the lens of 

feminist theory which problematizes gender binaries, we argue that while some narrations 

of gender mobilities serve to reinforce gender binaries, lived practices of movement can 

also destabilise (69esarroll) notions of gendered movement. This paper extends 

conceptual work by advancing understanding about the role of mobility within systems of 

gender differentiation, showing how lived practices of mobility are just as likely to 

challenge 69esarroll patterns of gendered movement as they are to reinforce these 

patterns. (Abstract from original source) 
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Keywords: mobility; sex-work; skin-work; gender binaries; mining; Kalgoorlie Australia 

 

 

Camlin, Carol S., Adam Akullian, Torsten B. Neilands, Monica Getahun, Anna Bershteyn, 

Sarah Ssali, Elvin Geng, Monica Gandhi, Craig R. Cohen, Irene Maeri, Patrick 

Eyul, Maya L. Petersen, Diane V. Havlir, Moses R. Kamya, Elizabeth A. Bukusi, 

and Edwin D. Charlebois. 2019. “Gendered Dimensions of Population Mobility 

Associated with HIV across Three Epidemics in Rural Eastern Africa.” Health and 

Place 57 (May): 339-51. 

  

Abstract: 

Mobility in sub-Saharan Africa links geographically-separate HIV epidemics, intensifies 

transmission by enabling higher-risk sexual behavior, and disrupts care. This population-

based observational cohort study measured complex dimensions of mobility in rural 

Uganda and Kenya. Survey data were collected every 6 months beginning in 2016 from a 

random sample of 2308 adults in 12 communities across three regions, stratified by 

intervention arm, baseline residential stability and HIV status. Analyses were survey-

weighted and stratified by sex, region, and HIV status. In this study, there were large 

differences in the forms and magnitude of mobility across regions, between men and 

women, and by HIV status. We found that adult migration varied widely by region, 

higher proportions of men than women migrated within the past one and five years, and 

men predominated across all but the most localized scales of migration: a higher 

proportion of women than men migrated within county of origin. Labor-related mobility 

was more common among men than women, while women were more likely to travel for 

non-labor reasons. Labor-related mobility was associated with HIV positive status for 

both men and women, adjusting for age and region, but the association was especially 

pronounced in women. The forms, drivers, and correlates of mobility in eastern Africa 

are complex and highly gendered. An in-depth understanding of mobility may help 

improve implementation and address gaps in the HIV prevention and care continua. 

(Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: HIV; mobility; migration; gender; Kenya; Uganda; population-based 

 

 

Castro, Maria Victoria, and Lina Buchely. 2018. “Cities and the City: Spatio-Temporal  

Imaginaries of Class and Gender in Barranquilla and Cali, Colombia.” Gender,  

Place & Culture 25 (12): 1719-37.  

 

  Abstract:  

 This paper analyzes the spatio-temporal imaginations of women in the upper, middle, and 

lower classes of Barranquilla and Cali. These two intermediate Colombian cities are 

becoming increasingly important in terms of Colombia’s urbanization and modernization 

plans. The text explores the ‘mobility tragedy’ as one of the main urban issues of 

Colombian cities, and the homogeneous and linear way in which this ‘tragedy’ 

supposedly affects women. Using focus groups, the authors show that mobility has 

differential effects according to the gender and class of the urban inhabitants of the two 

cities, who, from their differential experiences, build different spatio-temporal 
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imaginaries and representations of urban spaces that are never pre-established elements. 

Based on the findings of the fieldwork carried out during 2016 and 2017, the authors 

propose a conceptualization of urban spaces, associated with the life experiences of their 

inhabitants. This approach emphasizes the distributive effects of mobility on men and 

women. This is a call to see ‘cities’ within the city, shedding light on the fact that some 

women take on greater burdens within the city than their male counterparts, destroying 

the longing for urban spaces as neutral constructions and showing how space and the 

ways in which different urban systems attempt to manage it through mobility 

mechanisms, operate as governmentality: they grant meaning to people’s lives without 

them recognizing such mechanisms as influential. (Abstract from Taylor & Francis 

online)  

Keywords: city; gender studies; inequality and mobility; legal geography; women 

 

 

Cresswell, Tim, ed. 2008. Gendered Mobilities. 1st Edition. London: Routledge.  

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

Being socially and geographically mobile is generally seen as one of the central aspects 

of women’s wellbeing. Alongside health, education and political participation, mobility is 

indispensable in order for women to reach goals such as agency and freedom. Building 

on new philosophical underpinnings of ‘mobility’, whereby society is seen to be framed 

by the convergence of various mobilities, this volume focuses on the intersection of 

mobility, social justice and gender. The authors reflect on five highly interdependent 

mobilities that form and reform social life. (Summary from Taylor & Francis Group) 

 

Table of Contents: 

1. Gendered Mobilities: Towards an Holistic Understanding – Tim Cresswell and Tanu 

Priya Uteng 

PART 1: DIALOGICAL REFLECTIONS 

2. Mobility as Capability – David Kronlid 

3. Embodying the Space Between: Unmapping Writing about Racialised and Gendered 

Mobilities 

4. Motherhood, Risk and Everyday Mobilities – Lesley Murray 

5. ‘Mobile Belonging’: Exploring Transnational Feminist Theory and Online 

Connectivity 

6. Gendering Mobility: Insights into the Construction of Spatial Concepts – Nadine 

Cattan 

7. The Culture of Automobility: How Interacting Drivers Relate to Legal Standards and 

to Each Other in Traffic 

PART 2: HOW AND WHY ARE MOBILITIES GENDERED? 

8. Gender Still Matters: Mobility Aspirations among European Scientists Working 

Abroad 

9. ‘I’m More Sexy Here’: Erotic Subjectivities of Female Tourists in the ‘Sexual 

Paradise’ of the Costa Rican Caribbean 
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10. A Spatial Exploration of the Accessibility of Low-Income Women: Chengdu, China 

and Chennai, India 

11. Gendered Mobilities in Developing Countries: The Case of (Urban) Uganda 

12. Gender Differences in the Influences of Urban Structure on Daily Travel 

13. Daily Mobility of Men and Women – A Barometer of Gender Equality? – Randi 

Hjorthol 

PART 3: SEEKING GROUNDS FOR FUTURE POLICIES 

14. Gender and the Social Usage of Mobile Technologies: From Information Society 

Policies to Everyday Practices 

15. Gender Mainstreaming in Swedish Transport Policy – Merritt Polk 

16. Are We There Yet? Women and Transport Revisited – Clara Greed 

EPILOGUE 

17. Gendered Mobilities: Epilogue – Mimi Sheller 

 

 

De Regt, Marina. 2010. “Ways to Come, Ways to Leave: Gender, Mobility, and Il/Legality 

among Ethiopian Domestic Workers in Yemen.” Gender & Society 24 (2): 237–60. 

 

Abstract: 

Based on anthropological fieldwork in Yemen, this article examines the relationship 

between gender, mobility, and il/legality in the lives of Ethiopian domestic workers. 

Studies about migrant domestic workers in the Middle East often focus on abuse and 

exploitation, making a plea for the regulation of women’s legal status. Yet legal 

migration does not automatically mean that women gain more rights and become more 

mobile; regulation may also entail more control. The relationship between method of 

entry and legal status is not fixed, and the boundaries between legality and illegality are 

often blurred, with women moving in and out of il/legality and legal organizations 

following illegal practices, and vice versa. Gendered state policies and practices also 

affect women’s space for maneuvering, and attempts at regulation may further restrict 

rather than increase their mobility. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: international/transnational relations; migration; work/occupations 

 

 

Ella, Giscard Assoumou. 2020. “Gender, Mobility, and Covid-19: The Case of Belgium.” 

Feminist Economics. doi:10.1080/13545701.2020.1832240. 

 

Abstract: 

Studies have shown that women are disadvantaged when facing infectious disease 

outbreaks. This study uses descriptive data analysis, causality, and VAR modeling to 

verify this hypothesis in the case of COVID-19 in Belgium in relation to people’s 

mobility. The results confirm this women’s disadvantage hypothesis, in particular among 

the working-age population in Belgium. This disadvantage is explained by women’s 

greater mobility during the pandemic. Despite the restrictions on nonessential travel 

imposed by Belgian authorities, women use public transportation more often than men to 

travel for work and family reasons and are thus more likely to be exposed to the virus. 

Therefore, it is necessary that the health, economic, and social response provided by the 
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Belgian authorities correct this inequality. HIGHLIGHTS Belgium has a larger share of 

women with confirmed COVID-19 cases than most countries. Women are a large 

proportion of the country’s essential and frontline workers. Women’s use of public 

transportation during lockdown to fulfill responsibilities increased their exposure to the 

virus. The measures to combat COVID-19 in Belgium must correct the inequalities 

caused by the pandemic to women’s detriment. Belgian women should join the health, 

economic, and social response against the pandemic to prevent future health crises. 

(Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; women’s disadvantage; COVID-19; Belgium; confirmed cases; 

infection 

 

 

Gauvin, Laetitia, Michele Tizzoni, Simone Piaggesi, Andrew Young, Natalia Adler, Stefaan 

Verhulst, Leo Ferres, and Ciro Cattuto. 2020. “Gender Gaps in Urban Mobility.” 

Palgrave Communications 7 (1): 1-13. 

 

Abstract: 

Mobile phone data have been extensively used to study urban mobility. However, studies 

based on gender-disaggregated large-scale data are still lacking, limiting our 

understanding of gendered aspects of urban mobility and our ability to design policies for 

gender equality. Here we study urban mobility from a gendered perspective, combining 

commercial and open datasets for the city of Santiago, Chile. We analyze call detail 

records for a large cohort of anonymized mobile phone users and reveal a gender gap in 

mobility: women visit fewer unique locations than men, and distribute their time less 

equally among such locations. Mapping this mobility gap over administrative divisions, 

we observe that a wider gap is associated with lower income and lack of public and 

private transportation options. Our results uncover a complex interplay between gendered 

mobility patterns, socio-economic factors and urban affordances, calling for further 

research and providing insights for policymakers and urban planners. (Abstract from 

original source) 

 

 

Gilow, Marie. 2020. “‘It’s Work, Physically and Logistically’: Analyzing the Daily Mobility 

of Employed Mothers as Domestic Mobility Work.” Journal of Transport Geography 

85 (May): 1-7. 

 

 No abstract available.  

  

 Summary:  

“Understanding the interactions between the domestic, family realm and gendered 

mobilities remains therefore highly relevant for the study of inequalities in daily mobility. 

Innovative concepts that problematize trips related to the domestic sphere provide 

valuable tools for such analysis. Several authors have stressed the need to conceptually 

grasp household-, family- and care related mobility through specific categories such as 

“domestic mobility” (Coutras, 1997, p. 78), “reproductive mobility labor” (Beik and 

Spitzner, 1999), or “mobility of care” (Sánchez de Madariaga, 2016, Sánchez de 
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Madariaga, 2013; Zucchini, 2015). Yet, these authors have treated household related trips 

only from a quantitative point of view, with regards to mobility surveys and the trips 

motives they take into consideration. This paper builds on such approaches with a 

qualitative approach, which takes the lived experiences of employed mothers as a starting 

point. Through a Grounded Theory method, it will develop the concept of Domestic 

Mobility Work. 

 

“As the notion of work is key to this concept, we will first briefly review how this term 

has been used in gender and mobility studies (2). After a brief presentation of the data 

and the Grounded Theory method (3), we will proceed to the analysis of the interviews 

(4). Analyzed through the lens of DMW, the testimonies of 45 employed mothers in 

Brussels will shed light on the logistical and physical labor trips related to the domestic 

sphere require. As women from different social classes participated in this inquiry, the 

contrasting testimonies of the interviewees highlight how their class intersects with their 

gendered role regarding DMW. The paper will conclude with a discussion on how DMW 

contributes new perspectives to the literature on gender and daily mobility (5)” (Gilow 

2020, 1-2). 

  

 

González-Sánchez, Guadalupe, Elvira Maeso-González, María Isabel Olmo-Sánchez, 

Mario Gutiérrez-Bedmar, Alberto Mariscal, and Antonio García-Rodríguez. 2018. 

“Road Traffic Injuries, Mobility and Gender. Patterns of Risk in Southern 

Europe.” Journal of Transport & Health 8 (March): 35–43. 

 

Abstract: 

Background 

The identification of risk groups for road traffic injuries (RTI) is essential for effective 

prevention strategies. This information is still limited in several geographical areas. The 

aim of this study was to evaluate the risk of RTI according to gender, age, mode of 

transport, type of journey and injury severity in a Southern European region. 

 

Methods 

A cross-sectional study was conducted during the period from January 2008 to December 

2013 in Andalusia (South of Spain). We estimated the specific morbidity rates by gender, 

mode of transport and age. The relative risk assessment was performed by Poisson 

regression models adjusted by gender, age, type of journey, injury severity and mode of 

transport. The measure of exposure was person – hours travelled. 

 

Results 

Except for pedestrians, the highest RTI rates were found in women. This pattern was still 

fulfilled in minor injuries. In serious and fatal injuries, the trend was reversed with the 

risk of increased RTI in men. The most hazardous mode of transport was motorcycles, 

while public transport was the safest. Injury severity was positively associated with age 

for all modes of transport, except motorcycles where the opposite was the case. Finally, 

the risk of serious or fatal injury was greater in long-distance trips. 
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Conclusions 

In our Southern European region, preventive strategies should be targeted in men, young 

and older people, motorcycles and long-distance drivers, as they present a higher risk of 

serious and fatal injuries. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: road traffic injury; gender; mode of transport; injury severity 

 

 

Grace, Joshua. 2013. “Heroes of the Road: Race, Gender and the Politics of Mobility in 

Twentieth Century Tanzania.” Africa 83 (3): 403–25.  

 

Abstract: 

This article follows the careers of two African drivers in social environments that 

circumscribed their movement and access to technology. It begins with Vincent Njovu, 

whose memoir, The First Driver of Tanganyika, describes the driver’s ability to navigate 

racial hierarchies of movement and technology, including the unlikely circumstances in 

which he fell in love with an ideal colonial machine. It then explores post-colonial 

cultures of gender and modernization by using the unpublished memoirs of Hawa 

Ramadhani, a woman who used automotive skills learned among nuns in the 1940s to 

become Tanzania’s most respected driver. Paired together, the life histories of these 

drivers challenge historical narratives in which movement and technology (roads and 

motor vehicles, in particular) are used to discuss Africa’s marginalization and decline. 

Instead, they show how transgressive practices of mobility can be used to challenge 

social and political orders and inspire new ways to think and act at uncertain historical 

junctures. Roads in these narratives are defined less by their danger than by their 

potential to turn unlikely individuals into heroes. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Grieco, Margret. 2006. “Gender, Transport and Social Empowerment: Investigating the 

Consequences of the Interaction Between Gender and Constrained Mobility.” In 

Naturbilder und Lebensgrundlagen: Konstruktionen von Geschlecht, edited by 

Waltraud Ernst and Ulrike Bohle, 53-64. Hamburg, Germany: Lit Verlag. 

 

 Abstract: 

The consequences of women’s constrained mobility for their social and political 

empowerment have been greatly neglected in the discourse on social equity. 

Consideration of women’s constrained mobility in terms of their empowerment, when 

they do feature in discourse, are largely focused on developing countries or upon 

fundamentalist Islamic societies, however, the constrained mobility of women is a 

pervasive characteristic of society to date. The organization of modern societies also 

displays gender inequities in mobility and accessibility of services and these inequities 

both create and are a consequence of social disempowerment.  

 

This chapter formalizes these relationships for investigation and explores their 

consequences for social and political change. It reviews the differences that the advent of 

new information communication technologies can make to this traditional set of relations. 

(Abstract from original source)  
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Hanson, Susan. 2010. “Gender and Mobility: New Approaches for Informing 

Sustainability.” Gender, Place & Culture 17 (1): 5–23.  

 

Abstract: 

Feminists have long known that gender and mobility are inseparable, influencing each 

other in profound and often subtle ways. Tackling complex societal problems, such as 

sustainability, will require improved understandings of the relationships between gender 

and mobility. In this essay I propose new approaches to the study of mobility and gender 

that will provide the knowledge base needed to inform policies on sustainable mobility. 

Early in the essay I survey the large literature on gender and mobility, teasing out what I 

see as two disparate strands of thinking that have remained badly disconnected from each 

other. One of these strands has informed understandings of how mobility shapes gender, 

while the other has examined how gender shapes mobility. Work on how mobility shapes 

gender has emphasized gender, to the neglect of mobility, whereas research on how 

gender shapes mobility has dealt with mobility in great detail and paid much less 

attention to gender. From this overview of the literature, I identify knowledge gaps that 

must be bridged if feminist research on gender and mobility is to assist in charting paths 

to sustainable mobility. I argue for the need to shift the research agenda so that future 

research will synthesize these two strands of thinking along three lines: (1) across ways 

of thinking about gender and mobility, (2) across quantitative and qualitative approaches, 

and (3) across places. In the final part of the essay I suggest how to achieve this synthesis 

by making geographic, social and cultural context central to our analyses. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: gender; mobility; sustainable mobility; Frances Willard; context 

 

 

Hernando, Almudena, Gustavo Politis, Alfredo González Ruibal, and Elizabeth Beserra 

Coelho. 2011. “Gender, Power, and Mobility among the Awá-Guajá (Maranhão, 

Brazil).” Journal of Anthropological Research 67 (2): 189–211.  

 

Abstract: 

The Awá (also known as Guajá) are hunter-gatherers whose way of life prior to their first 

contact with Brazilian society has been altered after relocation to a reservation. Basically, 

their mobility is reduced and they have been forced to start cultivation. Although these 

changes are beginning to affect women’s social role, the traditional power relationships 

can still be inferred from the present conditions. The aim of this paper is twofold: (1) to 

argue that, in otherwise “egalitarian” societies, the differences in physical mobility 

involved in the complementary tasks carried out by men and women may account for 

gender inequality on the symbolic domain, given that mobility is a key factor in the 

construction of personhood in contexts of “relational, “non-individualized identity; and 

(2) to check the validity of that assumption in the light of fieldwork data about gender 

relationships among the Awá-Guajá. (Abstract from original source) 
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Hidayati, Isti, Wendy Tan, and Claudia Yamu. 2020. “How Gender Differences and 

Perceptions of Safety Shape Urban Mobility in Southeast Asia.” Transportation 

Research Part F: Traffic Psychology and Behaviour 73 (August): 155–73. 

 

Abstract: 

Despite numerous studies on how gender differences affect transport mobility choices 

and perception of safety, there has been little emphasis on the influence of spatial and 

socio-cultural constructs on it, particularly in the Southeast Asian context. This article 

investigates this relation through (1) an on-street survey involving 383 participants in 

eight neighbourhoods in Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur, (2) analysing videos taken with the 

walking with video approach, and (3) a computational analysis of the street network 

using space syntax. Findings suggest that a large proportion of women ascribed to 

negative perceptions of safety as compared to men. Negative perceptions of safety were 

related to wariness towards motorcycles in Jakarta and absence of other pedestrians and 

the image of the place in Kuala Lumpur. This difference can be attributed to distinctions 

in spatial configurations and socio-cultural constructs between both cities. Findings 

provide practical insights – mode segregation or changes to street design – to address 

gendered mobility for sustainable urban transport in the region. (Abstract from original 

source) 

Keywords: mobility; gender; perceived safety; on-street survey; walking with video; 

space syntax 

 

 

Hiralal, Kalpana, and Zaheera Jinnah, eds. 2018. Gender and Mobility in Africa: Borders, 

Bodies and Boundaries. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave MacMillan. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

This volume examines gender and mobility in Africa though the central themes of 

borders, bodies and identity. It explores perceptions and engagements around ‘borders’; 

the ways in which ‘bodies’ and women’s bodies in particular, shape and are affected by 

mobility, and the making and reproduction of actual and perceived ‘boundaries’; in 

relation to gender norms and gendered identify.  Over fourteen original chapters it makes 

revealing contributions to the field of migration and gender studies. Combining historical 

and contemporary perspectives on mobility in Africa, this project contextualises 

migration within a broad historical framework, creating a conceptual and narrative 

framework that resists post-colonial boundaries of thought on the subject matter. This 

multidisciplinary work uses divergent methodologies including ethnography, archival 

data collection, life histories and narratives and multi-country survey level data and 

engages with a range of conceptual frameworks to examine the complex forms and 

outcomes of mobility on the continent today. Contributions include a range of case 

studies from across the continent, which relate either conceptually or methodologically to 

the central question of gender identity and relations within migratory frameworks in 

Africa. This book will appeal to researchers and scholars of politics, history, 
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anthropology, sociology and international relations. (Summary from Palgrave 

MacMillan) 

 

Table of Contents: 

1. Introduction: Gender and Mobility in Africa: Historical and Contemporary 

Perspectives – Hiralal, Kalpana 

2. Why Were the Women Left Behind? Chinese and Indian Migration in the Indian 

Ocean Region: A Historical Perspective – Hiralal, Kalpana 

3. The Migration of Women in Tunisia: Between Tradition and Modernity – 

Bouchoucha, Ibtihel 

4. (Re)negotiating Gender Identity Among Zimbabwean Female Pentecostal Migrants in 

South Africa – Chimbidzikai, Tinashe 

5. Migration, Mobilities and Families: Comparative Views Amongst Congolese, 

Burundian and Zimbabwean Female Refugees – Rugunanan, Pragna (et al.) 

6. Negotiating Culture and Responses to Domestic Violence in South Africa: Migrant 

Women and Service Providers’ Narratives – Kiwanuka, Monica 

7. ‘Who I Am Depends on Who I Am Talking To’ – Oliveira, Elsa (et al.) 

8. Between Prosecutors and Counsellors: State and Non-state Actors in the 

Rehabilitation of Victims of Human Trafficking in Nigeria – Ikuteyijo, Lanre 

Olusegun 

9. Crossing Borders, Present Futures: A Study of the Life Histories of Pakistani 

Immigrants in Durban – Rai, Sasha 

10. Senegalese Migrants in Morocco: From a Gender Perspective – Ait Ben Lmadani, 

Fatima 

11. Mobile Women: Negotiating Gendered Social Norms, Stereotypes and Relationships 

– Matshaka, Sarah 

12. Social Control in Transnational Families: Somali Women and Dignity in 

Johannesburg – Shaffer, Marnie 

13. Concluding Thoughts and Pathways for Future Research – Jinnah, Zaheera 

 

 

 Hodgson, Frances. 2012. “Escorting Economies: Networked Journeys, Household 

Strategies and Resistance.” Research in Transportation Economics 34 (1): 3–10.  

 

Abstract: 

This paper is an exploration of strategies used by households to ensure safe journeys for 

household members. It has been long been argued that women’s travel demand is 

suppressed. There is no doubt that this is an important issue simply on the grounds that 

women make up one half of the population but it is also timely and pertinent for policy 

makers and practitioners as legislation at national and international level asserts and 

legitimates rights to access, safety and security as demonstrated in the European Union’s 

assertion in the 2007 Green Paper that “Every EU citizen should be able to live and move 

in urban areas with safety and security”. An understanding of social networks, reciprocity 

and exchange within and between households is integral to our understanding of travel 

demand. This paper, through an exploration of micro-social practices, identifies 

competencies and strategies, such as skills of transaction negotiation, scheduling among 
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household members and across households, escorting, social 79esarrollo79e7979s and 

cost sharing in women’s travel, which add to our theoretical understanding of household 

coping strategies and practices to overcome exclusion. This paper brings together 

contemporary and historical evidence on the strategies and competencies used by women 

and in households to ensure safe travel for household members. There is a paucity of data 

on networked practices and resources which impacts on the efficacy of social policy and 

societal aspirations for sustainability and inclusion. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: travel demand; women; networked practices; access; safety 

 

 

Hyndman, Jennifer, and Malathi de Alwis. 2004. “Bodies, Shrines, and Roads: Violence, 

(Im)mobility and Displacement in Sri Lanka.” Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal 

of Feminist Geography 11 (4): 535–57. 

  

Abstract: 

In Sri Lanka, gender and national identities intersect to shape people’s mobility and 

security in the context of conflict. This article aims to illustrate the gendered processes of 

identity construction in the context of competing 79esarrollo79 nationalisms. We contend 

that a feminist approach is crucial, and that gender analysis alone is insufficient. Gender 

cannot be considered analytically independent from nationalism or ethno-national 

identities because competing Tamil and Sinhala nationalist discourses produce particular 

gender identities and relations. Fraught and cross-cutting relations of gender, nation, class 

and location shape people’s movement, safety and potential for displacement. In the 

conflict-ridden areas of Sri Lanka’s North and East during 1999- 2000, we set out to 

examine relations of gender and nation within the context of conflict. Our specific aim in 

this article is to analyse the ways in which certain identities are performed, on one hand, 

and subverted through premeditated performances of national identity on the other hand. 

We examine these processes at three sites-shrines, roads and people’s bodies. Each is a 

strategic site of security/insecurity, depending on one’s gender and ethno-national 

identity, as well as geographical location. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Jenkins, Pamela, John L. Renne, and John Kiefer. 2011. “Gender Differences in Self-

Reported Evacuation Experiences: Analysis of the City Assisted Evacuation 

Program During Hurricane Gustav.” In Women’s Issues in Transportation: 

Summary of the 4th International Conference, Vol. 2: Technical Papers, no. 46, 127-

33. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

  

 No abstract available.   

 

 Summary: 

“The landfall of Hurricane Gustav in 2008 set in motion the New Orleans, Louisiana, 

City Assisted Evacuation Plan (CAEP), one of the largest publicly assisted evacuations in 

American history. The gendered response to the Hurricane Gustav evacuation is placed in 

the aftermath of the evacuations of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Findings from two sets 

of data, including interviews with Katrina evacuees, suggest that significant gender-based 
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differences exist in evacuation experiences. Women have significantly less access to a 

reliable vehicle for self-evacuation, making them more dependent on a viable CAEP. 

Women are also significantly more likely to depend on non family entities such as social 

service agencies for enrollment in CAEP. Overrepresentation of female heads of 

households in vulnerable communities makes lack of adequate finances a significant 

barrier to evacuation. While almost three- quarters of the CAEP participants for Gustav 

were satisfied with CAEP, women were significantly more likely to report 

dissatisfaction” (Jenkins et al. 2011, 127).  

  

 

Judd, Ellen R. 2010. “Family Strategies: Fluidities of Gender, Community and Mobility in 

Rural West China.” The China Quarterly, no. 204: 921–38. 

 

Abstract: 

This article queries the current mobility of China’s rural population by inverting the usual 

urban perspective and looking at this mobility through exploring the lives of those who 

do not move. It departs from a micro-analysis of who remains in the countryside in three 

west China agricultural communities between 2003 and 2005 and links this with an 

exploration of emergent structural features of rural communities as they are remade in the 

early 21st century in the wake of the abolition of agricultural taxes and levies. The 

ethnographic approach adopted highlights the agency, choices and practices of local 

people in charting their courses in a rural social world being drained of people. It 

proposes the utility for analysis of family strategies, identifying a repertoire of 

resourceful and diverse practices through which people strive to recreate and repopulate 

their social worlds. The argument links the study of historical directions in polity and 

economy with local and gendered practices in everyday life. (Abstract from original 

source) 

 

 

Kusakabe, Kyoko, ed. 2012. Gender, Roads, and Mobility in Asia. Rugby: Practical Action 

Publishing. 

 

 Abstract:  

Poor roads and transport infrastructure are key factors in the marginalization of women 

and other disempowered groups, but there is little understanding of the many ways in 

which a lack of mobility affects people’s lives. In South-east Asia, huge strides are being 

made in highway development and regional economic integration, and the connections 

between mobility and livelihood are extremely dynamic. The complex interplay of factors 

makes these connections both interesting and challenging for study. Do roads necessarily 

bring economic opportunities and prosperity? How does the possible change in mobility 

transform the lives of women and marginalized groups? How does the differential impact 

of these changes on people depend on geographical, social, and historical factors and 

people’s own capacities to make optimum use of the new resource? Gender, Roads, and 

Mobility in Asia is a collection of case-based research in developing countries exploring 

the inter-relations between gender, poverty, and mobility, especially in the context of 

transportation development. It brings together stories from different points of 
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transformation and what emerges is a nuanced picture of how people’s own positions and 

capabilities – gender, age, ethnicity, literacy, and education – influence the impact of the 

infrastructure development on their lives. Gender, Roads, and Mobility in Asia should be 

read by policy makers, transportation planners, development practitioners and 

researchers, undergraduates, postgraduates, and academics in the areas of gender and 

development studies and transportation planning and management. (Abstract from 

Practical Action Publishing) 

 

Table of Contents:  

1. Introduction: Gender, Roads, and Mobility in Asia – Kyoko Kusakabe 

2. International Road Transport in GMS – Madan B. Regmi and Shinya Hanaoka 

3. Influence of Transportation Infrastructure Development on Freight Traffic Flow 

Patterns in GMS – Takafumi Iwata, Hironori Kato, and Ryuichi Shibasaki  

4. Rural-Urban-Global Linkages, Economic Integration, and Development – H. Detlef 

Kammeier 

5. The Influence of Highways on Economic Development of Medium- and Small-Sized 

Cities in China – Shinya Hanaoka and Ba Tianxing  

6. Gender, Mobility, and Road Construction in GMS – Kyoko Kusakabe  

7. Gendered Impact of Road Infrastructure Development Along the Kunming-Bangkok 

Highway – Wang Yunxian and Zhao Qun 

8. Effects of Infrastructure Development on Trade and Gender Relations: A Study at 

Lao Bao Border, Vietnam – Nguyen Thi Diem Hang, Nguyen Thi Phuong Hien, 

Trinh Thi Bich Thuy, Vu Thi Hoang Yen, Vo Thi Quynh Truc 

9. Gender Analysis of Changes in Livelihoods at the Border: A Case Study of Houayxai, 

Lao PDR – Saykham Thammanosouth, Viengnam Douangphachanh, and Lamphoun 

Khounphakdy 

10. Impact of Cross-Border Road Construction on the Livelihoods of Women and Men in 

Kyaing Tong-Tachilek, Myanmar – Win Myo Thu 

11. Cross-Border Trading Experiences Before and After the Construction of the Second 

Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge – Nittana Southiseng and John Walsh 

12. Negotiating the Trade Route at the Border: A Case Study of Women Small-Scale 

Cross-Border Traders in Myitkyana, Myanmar – Kin Hnin Phyu  

13. Gendered Patterns of Urban Commuting with Better Connectivity in Jakarta 

Megapolitan Area – Sri Hartini Rachmad, Ardi Adji, and Dendi Handiyatmo 

14. Gendered Mobility of Working Couples: A Case of Soi Sukhumvit 22 – Wijitbusaba 

Ann Marome 

15. Role of Transport Infrastructure in Changing Gender Relations in Rural Sri Lanka – 

Upali Pannilage 

16. Participatory Road Construction and Poverty Reduction in Nepal – Jun Hada 

17. Road Connectivity and Its Impacts on Women’s Poverty in Nepal – Bandana Sharma  

18. Construction of Village Roads by Villagers: Creating Jobs for Women and Men in 

Sunamganj, Bangladesh – Sk. Md. Mohsin, Edward Mallorie, and Michael A. Roy 

19. Road Improvement in Cambodia: Livelihood, Education, Health, and Empowerment 

– John Pilgrim and Ngin Chanrith  

20. Mobility and Accessibility to Health Services in Rural Nepal – Binjwala Shrestha  

21. Conclusion: Studying Gender Relations in a Mobile World – Kyoko Kusakabe  
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Kusters, Annelies. 2019. “Boarding Mumbai Trains: The Mutual Shaping of  

Intersectionality and Mobility.” Mobilities 14 (6): 841–58.  

 

Abstract:  

This article analyses how intersectionality and mobility shape each other in the case of 

deaf women who board the Mumbai suburban trains, which have separate compartments 

reserved for women and for people with disabilities. These compartments being adjacent, 

deaf women often make last-minute decisions where to board, and even happen to switch 

compartments at a further station. Here, intersectionality shapes mobility in that it entails 

a complex and changeable, context-dependent set of strategies and decisions. Mobility 

shapes intersectionality in that by being mobile, people assert or develop different aspects 

of their lived experiences, preferences and aspirations. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: crowding; commuting; women; gender; deaf; ladies compartments  

 

 

Law, Robin. 1999. “Beyond ‘Women and Transport’: Towards New Geographies of 

Gender and Daily Mobility.” Progress in Human Geography 23 (4): 567–88.  

 

 Abstract:  

 Over the last two decades, a feminist critique of gender-blind transportation research and 

planning has generated a spate of research into ‘women and transport’. This article 

critically reviews this literature, and argues that it has come to focus on a relatively 

limited range of research problems (notably journey-to-work travel) at the expense of 

other relevant issues. An alternative approach is suggested which redefines the topic as 

‘gender and daily mobility’ and incorporates it within a larger theoretical project 

investigating social and cultural geographies of mobility. Some areas of scholarship 

associated with the ‘cultural turn’ are explored to illustrate the potential for new 

approaches. The article then argues that future research on the topic must be based on a 

more systematic treatment of gender as a theoretical concept. A framework of analysis is 

outlined which identifies aspects of gender as a social category and symbolic code, and 

links it to aspects of daily mobility. The article outlines potential research questions 

identified through this analysis, and draws attention to a wide range of literature which 

may be brought to bear on the redefined topic area. (Abstract from original source) 

 Keywords: access; gender; journey to work; mobility; transport  

 

 

Law, Robin. 2002. “Gender and Daily Mobility in a New Zealand City, 1920–1960.” Social 

& Cultural Geography 3 (4): 425–45. 

 

Abstract: 

Although it is widely accepted that transport—like other social practices—is gendered, 

the concept of gender used in transport research is often one‐dimensional, with the focus 

on gendered variations in behaviour rather than on gendered meaning and identities. In 

this paper, I develop a more complex and multi‐stranded way of approaching the issue of 
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gender and transport (or rather, daily mobility). A case study of a neighbourhood in the 

New Zealand city of Dunedin in the early decades of last century is presented to explore 

how the practices of daily mobility constituted gender. A three‐part concept of gender is 

developed as a basis for analysis: gender as a pattern of social relations, a cultural system 

of meaning and a component of personal identity. This is then used to analyse a 

collection of sixty oral histories. The period 1920–1960 is particularly interesting; in 

these decades extensive and widely used public transport systems (notably electric trams) 

shared urban streets with bicycles and pedestrians, and the emerging private modes of 

motorcycle and motor car. As new transport technologies were taken up, they offered the 

opportunity for new social practices to be formed around their use, for cultural meanings 

to be assigned to the technologies and for embodied individual subjectivities to be 

constructed. I argue that we can usefully interpret the shifting patterns of transport use 

through the lens of gender, and that we can come to understand the process by which 

gender is constructed by attention to everyday trip‐making and presence on the street. 

(Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; transport; mobility; streets; public transport; trams 

 

 

Lee, Anru. 2017. “Gender, Everyday Mobility, and Mass Transit in Urban Asia.” Mobility 

in History 8 (1): 85–94. 

 

Abstract: 

Mobility is a key word for understanding gender and class formation. In a recent review 

of feminism, gender, and mobility, historian Georgine Clarsen reminds us that movement 

never occurs through neutral physical space; it involves gendered bodies through 

gendered spaces, by means of transport technologies that are often deeply gendered. 

Furthermore, gendered meanings, practices, and experiences change greatly over time 

and location. For all these reasons, mobility is—and has to be—contextualized. This 

article takes inspiration from Clarsen and investigates recent literature on the issue of 

gender and everyday mobility in urban Asia across a number of academic disciplines. 

(Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Lenz, Barbara, Viktoriya Kolarova, and Kerstin Stark. 2019. “Gender Issues in the 

Digitalized ‘Smart’ Mobility World – Conceptualization and Empirical Findings 

Applying a Mixed Methods Approach.” In HCI in Mobility, Transport, and 

Automotive Systems: First International Conference, MobiTAS 2019, Held as Part of 

the 21st HCI International Conference, HCII 2019, Orlando, FL, USA, July 26-31, 

2019, Proceedings, edited by Heidi Krömker, 378-92. Cham, Switzerland: Springer 

Nature Switzerland AG. 

 

Abstract:  

While digitalization provides a range of new mobility options, neither gender specific 

requirements nor role and task specific issues are part of the recent developments. 

Against this background, this contribution is looking into gender issues in the digitalized 

‘smart’ mobility world aiming to contribute to the development of future ‘smart’ mobility 
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options, such as autonomous driving and sharing. A conceptual model which integrates a 

theoretical framework on gender specific mobility patterns and technology acceptance 

elements is proposed and mirrored with empirical evidences from recent works of the 

authors. The results suggest that it is above all the fit of smart mobility options with 

current everyday-life situations that influences the acceptance and use of those options. 

The gender differences that become obvious then are due to gender differences in the 

everyday-life situation between women and men. (Abstract from SpringerLink) 

Keywords: gender equality; smart mobility; autonomous driving; travel behavior; 

technology acceptance    

 

 

Lewis, Sian, Paula Saukko, and Karen Lumsden. 2020. “Rhythms, Sociabilities and 

Transience of Sexual Harassment in Transport: Mobilities Perspectives of the 

London Underground.” Gender, Place & Culture, doi: 

10.1080/0966369X.2020.1734540. 

 

Abstract:  

This article presents an in-depth analysis of women’s experiences of sexual harassment in 

public transport based on 29 qualitative interviews with victims on the London 

Underground. The article draws on mobility studies to develop an innovative theoretical 

framework and identifies three key features of experiences of sexual harassment in this 

space. First, the rhythms of the city (i.e. rush hours and night time) and the Underground 

facilitated and concealed different forms of sexual harassment. Second, women 

frequently did not respond to sexual harassment due to respecting the urban civil 

inattention prevailing on the tube, accentuated by unwillingness to disrupt their fellow 

passengers’ and their own urban trajectories. Third, the transitory nature of the 

Underground created a situation in which women barely fully registered harassment 

before it had passed, anticipated it to be over quickly and meant that the perpetrators 

could disappear into the network. The article suggests that these characteristics of sexual 

harassment in public transport account for its endemic and underreported nature and 

offers analytical insights for research on sexual harassment in different context and on 

different crimes in transport environments. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; mobilities; public transport; rhythm; sexual harassment 

  

 

Lubitow, Amy, JaDee Carathers, Maura Kelly, and Miriam Abelson. 2017. 

“Transmobilities: Mobility, Harassment, and Violence Experienced by Transgender 

and Gender Nonconforming Public Transit Riders in Portland, Oregon.” Gender, 

Place & Culture 24 (10): 1398–418.  

 

Abstract: 

This research endeavours to fill a conceptual gap in the social science literature on 

gender, public space, and urban mobilities by exploring how transgender and gender 

nonconforming individuals experience public transit. Although previous research has 

surveyed gender minorities about harassment and discrimination in a range of 

environments, little is known about the quality or content of these experiences. Drawing 
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from 25 interviews with transgender and gender nonconforming individuals in Portland, 

Oregon, this article finds that gender minorities experience frequent harassment while 

engaging with the public transit system. We articulate the concept of transmobilites to 

describe the ways that transgender and gender nonconforming individuals experience a 

form of mobility that is altered, shaped, and informed by a broader cultural system that 

normalizes violence and harassment towards gender minorities. We conclude that gender 

minorities have unequal access to safe and accessible public transportation when 

harassment is widespread, normalized, and when policies prohibiting discrimination 

remain unenforced on urban public transit. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender minorities; harassment and discrimination; non-hegemonic mobilities; 

public transportation; transmobilities; urban mobility 

 

 

Macedo, Mariana, Laura Lotero, Alessio Cardillo, Hugo Barbosa, and Ronaldo Menezes.  

2020. “Gender Patterns of Human Mobility in Colombia: Reexamining Ravenstein’s 

Laws of Migration.” In Complex Networks XI, edited by Hugo Barbosa et al., 269-81. 

Cham: Springer Publishing Company, Inc. 

 

 Abstract: 

Public stakeholders implement several policies and regulations to tackle gender gaps, 

fostering the change in the cultural constructs associated with gender. One way to 

quantify if such changes elicit gender equality is by studying mobility. In this work, we 

study the daily mobility patterns of women and men occurring in Medellín (Colombia) in 

two years: 2005 and 2017. Specifically, we focus on the spatiotemporal differences in the 

travels and find that purpose of travel and occupation 85esarrollo85e each gender 

differently. We show that women tend to make shorter trips, corroborating Ravenstein’s 

Laws of Migration. Our results indicate that urban mobility in Colombia seems to behave 

in agreement with the “archetypal” case studied by Ravenstein. (Abstract from original 

source) 

Keywords: gender gap; Ravenstein’s laws of migration; urban mobility; networks 

 

 

Maciejewska, Monika, Oriol Marquet, and Carme Miralles-Guasch. 2019. “Changes in 

Gendered Mobility Patterns in the Context of the Great Recession (2007–2012).” 

Journal of Transport Geography 79 (July). doi:10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2019.102478. 

 

Abstract: 

The aim of the present study is to analyze the interrelation between daily mobility and 

gender in the context of economic change. The financial crisis that has affected Spain 

from 2008 has witnessed significant shifts in daily mobility, which have not been equal 

for all socio-demographic groups. This study was undertaken in the Barcelona 

Metropolitan Region and it seeks to understand whether or not, during those 

economically difficult circumstances of the Great Recession, more equal travel patterns 

between men and women have emerged or, by contrast, whether or not the already 

existent gendered differences have deepened, paying special attention to which gender 

has travel habits that have changed the most. Using a quantitative approach, based on 
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mobility data from the Working Day Mobility Surveys (EMEF) from the years 2007 and 

2012, the analysis examines the changing trends in several mobility indicators such as 

men’s and women’s immobility rate, their average number of daily trips, their main 

mobility purposes, their modal choice habits and the time they invest in traveling. 

(Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender differences; daily travel patterns; crisis; Barcelona 

 

 

Malik, Bilal Zia, Zia Ur Rehman, Ammad Hassan Khan, and Waseem Akram. 2020. 

“Women’s Mobility via Bus Rapid Transit: Experiential Patterns and Challenges in 

Lahore.” Journal of Transport & Health 17 (June): 1-18. 

  

Abstract:  

Background: Women in developing countries experience greater restrictions in mass 

urban mobility. UN’s Sustainability Development Goals for 2030 recommend safe, 

affordable, accessible, and sustainable public transportation, particularly for the 

vulnerable groups. Pakistan experiences rapid urbanization trends and considerably low 

ranking worldwide for gender equality. In addition, socio-cultural norms, higher 

dependency on public transport, lack of gender responsive mass transportation, and 

harassment experiences limit women to explore potential growth opportunities. 

 

Objectives: Since limited evidence exists on the subject, this study aims to investigate 

typical mobility attributes of women users of Pakistan’s first bus rapid transit (BRT) in 

Lahore, explore the challenges they face, and recommend measures for improved urban 

mobility. 

 

Methods: Primary data include face-to-face interview-based questionnaire surveys along 

the BRT corridor to assess various quantitative and qualitative travel characteristics. 

Descriptive and cross-comparison statistical techniques were applied to obtain reliable 

results. Responses related to harassment were documented and evaluated. Graphical 

trends and pictorial evidences were also presented. 

 

Results: Major segments of the study sample belonged to lower-income, relatively 

younger and middle age, students, employees and users with no or limited work. More 

prevalent modes to and from BRT stations were paratransit, including rickshaws and 

chingchis (motorbikes converted into rickshaws), followed by walking. Majority 

accessed BRT within 5 km, covered less than 15 km along 27 km BRT corridor, and 

traveled during daylight. Major challenges were harassment at stations and in buses 

(younger users being more affected), limited facilities for the elderly, lack of 

seating/waiting facilities near entrances/exits of BRT stations, limited dedicated space in 

buses and ticketing booths during rush hours. 

 

Conclusion: The study highlights important typical mobility trends and difficulties of 

women while using Lahore BRT. Addressing women’s mass urban mobility issues could 

improve their educational and economic prospects. Findings could be useful for 
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transportation agencies and practitioners to incorporate gender-sensitive measures in 

future BRT systems, particularly in developing countries. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: women’s mobility; bus rapid transit; gender equality; developing country 

 

  

Marchetti, Sabrina, and Ruba Salih. 2015. “Gender and Mobility across Southern and 

Eastern European Borders: ‘Double Standards’ and the Ambiguities of European 

Neighbourhood Policy,” IAI Working Paper 2015/19, Instituto Affari Internazionali 

(IAI), Rome, Italy. 

 

Abstract: 

This article proposes a gendered critique of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), a 

policy framework that, amongst other things, aims to facilitate the mobility of migrants to 

the EU from the bordering countries. We highlight the ambivalences of European 

regimes of gender and migration, and we take issue with the celebration of the 

“87esarrollo87e of migration.” The former fails to offer opportunities to women to safely 

embark on autonomous migratory projects, the latter contributes to reproduce traditional 

gender biases in the countries of origin as well as of destination. We conclude by 

suggesting that the EU critique to emigration countries for failing to tackle women’s 

discrimination falls short of persuasiveness when confronted with the curtailment on 

women’s independent mobility within the ENP framework. (Abstract from original 

source) 

 

 

Martin, Fran, and Ana Dragojlovic. 2019. “Gender, Mobility Regimes, and Social 

Transformation in Asia.” Journal of Intercultural Studies 40 (3): 275–86. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“This special issue, which grows out of an international symposium that the editors 

hosted at the University of Melbourne in November 2016, explores the interrelations 

among gender, human mobilities, and power across selected sites in East and Southeast 

Asia, where today an intensification and acceleration in spatial movements of all kinds is 

reconfiguring the ways in which gender relations are lived and imagined. Gender, 

sexuality, intimacy, and family are taking on new expressions, shaped by political and 

economic demands for participation in geographic mobilities, flexible labour, intimate 

markets, and social reproduction. The articles gathered here explore how contemporary 

regimes of governance in Singapore, Indonesia, China, Taiwan and beyond impact on the 

spatial and social movements of people, and interrogate the economic, political, affective, 

and especially gendered dimensions of these emergent forms of mobility. Bringing 

together scholars from across gender studies, anthropology, and cultural studies, this 

issue explores how interdisciplinary methods and theories can productively engage the 

operations of mobility regimes in the making and un-making of gender relations in the 

Asian region” (Martin and Dragojlovic 2019).  

Keywords: mobility; migration; gender; Asia 
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Masood, Ayesha. 2018. “Negotiating Mobility in Gendered Spaces: Case of Pakistani 

Women Doctors.” Gender, Place & Culture 25 (2): 188–206.  

 

 Abstract: 

 Through their gendered spatial practices, women in Pakistan re-negotiate and contest the 

multiple social and material restrictions in their daily mobility to reclaim the urban transit 

spaces, specifically, roads. Ethnographic research on the automobile use and driving with 

the women doctors in Lahore, Pakistan reveal the relationship between these strategic 

practices and the educational and occupational choices of women. These spatially 

embedded, intentional practices of women doctors, contingent on their social and 

economic positions, are directly linked to the emerging gendered identities and changing 

social and material gendered boundaries in Pakistani society. Moreover, these changing 

spaces are part of on-going flux of shifting power relations between traditional patriarchy 

and capitalism. (Abstract from original source)  

 Keywords: driving; mobility; Pakistan; transport; urban geography; women doctors 

 

 

Metz-Göckel, Sigrid, Mirjana Morokvasic-Müller, and A. Senganata Münst, eds. 2008. 

Migration and Mobility in an Enlarged Europe: A Gender Perspective. Leverkusen, 

Germany: Verlag Barbara Budrich. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

The book investigates transnational migration and mobility of women from and within 

Central-Eastern European countries. It looks at women’s practices and experiences 

mostly in the service sector where they are in demand as substitutes in stereotypically 

“women’s work.” The book combines different perspectives: sociological and 

anthropological studies, comparative policy analysis and historical and statistical 

evidence and provides new insights into current theoretical debates in migration and 

gender studies. (Summary from Google Books) 

 

Table of Contents: 

Gendered Mobilities in an Enlarged Europe – Mirjana Morokvasic, A. Senganata Münst, 

and Sigrid Metz-Gökel 

Female Migration from Central-Eastern Europe: Demographic and Sociological Aspects 

– Krystyna Slany 

Migration Policy between Restrictive Purposes and Structural Demand: The Case of the 

Domestic Sector in Germany and in Italy – Claudia Finotelli 

Whose Status Matters? An Analysis of Italian Couples’ Demand for Domestic Workers 

and Nannies – Ludovica Banfi 

Turning Labour into Love: The Employment of Migrant Domestic Workers in Turkey – 

Ayse Akalin 

Commuting between Private Lives – Dobrochna Kałwa 
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The Boundaries of Monetarizing Domestic Work: Au Pairs and the Moral Economy of 

Caring – Sabine Hess 

Women’s ‘Just-in-Time’ Migration – David Karjanen 

Managing a Mobile Life: Changing Attitudes among Illegally Employed Polish 

Household Workers in Berlin – Norbert Cyrus 

Social Capital in Migration Processes of Polish Undocumented Care- and Household 

Workers – A. Senganata Münst 

Circumventing Restrictions on Free Movement of Labour: Evidence from a Dutch-

German Border Region – Roos Pijpers 

Women at the Cross-Road: Poland and its Emigration and Immigration – Dorota 

Praszałowicz 

Immigrants in Poland: Legal and Socio-Demographic Situation – Krystyna Slany and 

Magdalena Ślusarczyk 

 

 

Miralles-Guasch, Carme, Montserrat Martínez Melo, and Oriol Marquet. 2016. “A Gender 

Analysis of Everyday Mobility in Urban and Rural Territories: From Challenges to 

Sustainability.” Gender, Place & Culture 23 (3): 398–417.  

 

Abstract: 

Gender differences in mobility patterns between women and men have long been 

acknowledged. This study analyses how these differences are reproduced in different 

urban and rural contexts. Using mobility data from a large travel survey taken in 2006 in 

Spain, we examine the differences between gender mobility through age, modal split and 

trip purposes. Special attention is paid to how territory shapes mobility and how these 

territorial settings differently affect gendered mobilities. The use of this data source 

allows the comparison of all trips made by the total population, including all means of 

transport. By taking a global view on mobility, the uneven relationships that men and 

women have with different means of transport become more visible. After disaggregating 

data by age and territorial settings, results show that women are using sustainable 

transport modes more often than men, and travelling for more diverse reasons. Gender is 

thus a fundamental variable in understanding modal split and, by extension, transport 

sustainability, in terms of energy consumption and the emission of greenhouse gases. 

From this point of view, we consider women’s mobility knowledge and practices – 

typically related to the most sustainable means of transport – as factors with rising value 

that could effectively guide public policy in its way to promote more sustainable mobility 

patterns. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: daily mobility; transport; gender; sustainable; urban; rural 

 

 

Moreira, Gustavo Carvalho, and Vania Aparecida Ceccato. 2020. “Gendered Mobility and 

Violence in the São Paulo Metro, Brazil.” Urban Studies, 1-20. 

doi:10.1177/0042098019885552. 

 

Abstract: 
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With about 12 million inhabitants, São Paulo, Brazil, is the largest city in South America. 

As in many other major southern hemisphere cities, this extreme concentration of people 

imposes a number of mobility and security challenges. The objective of this article was to 

investigate the space-time patterns of mobility and violent 90esarrollo90e90 in São 

Paulo’s metro stations from a gender perspective. The methodology combines use of a 

Geographical Information System (GIS), statistical analysis through negative binomial 

regression modelling and hypothesis testing. Results indicate that mobility and the level 

of 90esarrollo90e90 are gender dependent. Women are at higher risk of 90esarrollo90e90 

than men in São Paulo’s central metro station, while men run higher risk of violence at 

end stations – both notably during late night periods. The presence of employees reduces 

the risk of violence, except during the mornings. The article suggests that crime 

prevention initiatives need to be gender informed and sensitive to the particular spatial 

and temporal features of rapid transit environments. (Abstract from original source) 

 

 

Morokvasic, Mirjana. 2004. “‘Settled in Mobility’: Engendering Post-Wall Migration in 

Europe.” Feminist Review 77: 7–25. 

 

Abstract:  

The end of the bi-polar world and the collapse of communist regimes triggered an 

unprecedented mobility of people and heralded a new phase in European migrations. 

Eastern Europeans were not only ‘free to leave’ to the West but more exactly ‘free to 

leave and to come back’. In this text I will focus on gendered transnational, cross-border 

practices and capabilities of Central and Eastern Europeans on the move, who use their 

spatial mobility to adapt to the new context of post-communist transition. We are dealing 

here with practices that are very different from those which the literature on ‘immigrant 

transnationalism’ is mostly about. Rather than relying on transnational networking for 

improving their condition in the country of their settlement, they tend to ‘settle within 

mobility,’ staying mobile ‘as long as they can’ in order to improve or maintain the quality 

of life at home. Their experience of migration thus becomes their lifestyle, their leaving 

home and going away, paradoxically, a strategy of staying at home, and, thus, an 

alternative to what migration is usually considered to be – emigration/immigration. 

Access to and management of mobility is gendered and dependent on institutional 

context. Mobility as a strategy can be empowering, a resource, a tool for social 

innovation and agency and an important dimension of social capital – if under the 

migrants’ own control. However, mobility may reflect increased dependencies, 

proliferation of precarious jobs and, as in the case of trafficking in women, lack of 

mobility and freedom. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: transnational mobility; gender; post-wall Europe; migration 

 

 

Nawaz, Faraha. 2020. “The Impact of Non-Government Organizations on Women’s 

Mobility in Public Life: An Empirical Study in Rural Bangladesh.” Journal of 

International Women’s Studies 21 (2): 94-113. 

 

Abstract: 
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The article aims to analyse the impact of Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) on 

Bangladeshi rural women’s mobility in the public domain, since this is an area that is 

generally only frequented by men whilst women are confined to their own home and 

neighbourhood. In other words, the author explored how and to what extent, NGOs have 

brought changes to women’s freedom of movement in the public sphere. The author was 

influenced by the existing literature that portrays Bangladesh as a country that is 

characterized by poverty, patriarchy and inequality, where there is no tradition of rural 

women participating in the labour force, and where women’s mobility is severely 

restricted. In this study, the indicators of women’s mobility were explored that include 

women’s movement in various public places such as market, medical centre, children’s 

schools, and cinema. By conducting series of in-depth interviews and Focus Group 

Discussions (FGDs), the author collected primary data from rural women and their 

husbands through purposive network sampling. Secondary data was collected from the 

contemporary literature regarding women’s freedom of movement globally in general and 

Bangladesh in particular. By analysing empirical data, the article confirms that rural 

women’s participation in microfinance program of NGOs have enhanced their mobility in 

different ways. However, the women who had education and training had more mobility 

in public life since those women utilized the benefits of NGO programs more effectively. 

Surprisingly husband’s education, occupation and exposure have no positive impact on 

women’s mobility.  (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: women; mobility; education; public life; development NGOs; women’s 

mobility; women in Bangladesh 

 

 

Oliveira, Catarina Sales de. 2014. “Still Driven – Mobility Patterns and Gender Roles in 

Portugal.” Working paper, CIES-IUL, Lisbon. 

 

Abstract: 

This article explores the relationship between gender and mobility based on the results of 

a PhD research about the mobility patterns in Portuguese metropolis. Mobility of human 

groups is one of the strongest trends of the last century with continuity to the present 

(Sheller and Urry, 2006). Although the empowerment of women in western societies, 

geographical mobility continues to be gender specific. If this situation is not new at 

international scene, in Portugal it raises interesting questions as the country has suffered 

recent and important social changes precisely in what concerns women roles. Using both 

an hypothetical deductive analytical model and combining quantitative with qualitative 

techniques in this research we were able to identify different mobility profiles according 

mainly to social identity in which gender performs a central role. (Abstract from original 

source) 

 

 

Passerini, Luisa, Dawn Lyon, Enrica Capussotti, and Ioanna Laliotou, eds. 2007. Women 

Migrants from East to West: Gender, Mobility and Belonging in Contemporary 

Europe. New York City: Berghahn Books. 

 

No abstract available. 
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Summary: 

Based on the oral histories of eighty migrant women and thirty additional interviews with 

‘native’ women in the ‘receiving’ countries, this volume documents the contemporary 

phenomenon of the 92esarrollo92e of migration through an exploration of the lives of 

women, who have moved from Bulgaria and Hungary to Italy and the Netherlands. It 

assumes migrants to be active subjects, creating possibilities and taking decisions in their 

own lives, as well as being subject to legal and political regulation, and the book analyses 

the new forms of subjectivity that come about through mobility.  Part I is a largely 

conceptual exploration of subjectivity, mobility and gender in Europe. The chapters in 

Part II focus on love, work, home, communication, and food, themes which emerged 

from the migrant women’s accounts. In Part III, based on the interviews with ‘native’ 

women – employers, friends, or in associations relevant to migrant women – the chapters 

analyse their representations of migrants, and the book goes on to explore forms of 

intersubjectivity between European women of different cultural origins. A major 

contribution of this book is to consider how the movement of people across Europe is 

changing the cultural and social landscape with implications for how we think about what 

Europe means. (Summary from Google Books) 

 

Table of Contents: 

On Becoming Europeans – Rosi Braidotti 

‘I Want to See the World’: Mobility and Subjectivity in the European Context – Ioanna 

Laliotou 

Transformations of Legal Subjectivity in Europe: From the Subjection of Women to 

Privileged Subjects – Hanne Petersen 

‘A Dance through Life’: Narratives of Migrant Women – Nadejda Alexandrova and Anna 

Hortobagyi 

Imaginary Geographies: Border-Places and ‘Home’ in the Narratives of Migrant Women 

– Nadejda Alexandrova and Dawn Lyon 

‘My Hobby Is People’: Migration and Communication in the Light of Late 

Totalitarianism – Miglena Nikolchina 

Migrant Women in Work – Enrica Capussotti, Ioanna Laliotou, and Dawn Lyon 

The Topos of Love in the Life-Stories of Migrant Women – Nadejda Alexandrova 

Food-Talk: Markers of Identity and Imaginary Belongings – Andrea Petö 

Relationships in the Making: Accounts of Native Women – Enrica Capussotti and Esther 

Vonk 

Migration, Integration and Emancipation: Women’s Positioning in the Debate in the 

Netherlands – Esther Vonk 

Modernity versus Backwardness: Italian Women’s Perceptions of Self and Other – Enrica 

Capussotti 

Moral and Cultural Boundaries in Representations of Migrants: Italy and the Netherlands 

in Comparative Perspective – Dawn Lyon 

Changing Matrimonial Law in the Image of Immigration Law – Inger Marie Conradsen 

and Annette Kronborg 

In Transit: Space, People, Identities – Andrea Petö 

Gender, Subjectivity, Europe: A Constellation for the Future – Luisa Passerini 
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Plyushteva, Anna, and Tim Schwanen. 2018. “Care-Related Journeys over the Life Course:  

Thinking Mobility Biographies with Gender, Care and the Household.” Geoforum  

97 (December): 131–41.  

 

Abstract:  

As they go about everyday life, members of households negotiate complex arrangements 

around mobility and immobility, which continue to change over time. Mobility 

biographies research has made an important contribution to our understanding of these 

dynamics. At the same time, mobility biographies often rely on limited definitions of the 

household and change over the life-course, reflecting an empirical focus on cohabiting 

nuclear families in North-West Europe. In this paper, we approach everyday 

im/mobilities as based in the changing relations of care which shape the everyday life of 

households. We demonstrate how the care relations which underlie everyday 

im/mobilities are gendered and intergenerational, exceeding distinctions between 

productive and reproductive activities, or living together and apart. The transformations 

which everyday im/mobilities undergo over the life-course are not limited to pre-defined 

milestones, but unfold through a range of abrupt, subtle and multi-directional processes. 

Drawing on data from Manila and London, we examine these dynamics with particular 

reference to childcare and ageing, in order to make visible the complex ways in which 

households negotiate and re-negotiate everyday im/mobilities. (Abstract from original 

source)  

Keywords: mobility biography; care; household; gender; life-course 

 

 

Porter, Gina. 2002. “Living in a Walking World: Rural Mobility and Social Equity Issues 

in Sub-Saharan Africa.” World Development 30 (2): 285–300. 

  

No abstract available.  

 

Summary:  

“Accessibility and mobility are embedded in the development nexus in far-reaching 

ways. Field studies of mobility among women and men in rural settlements with poor 

road access illustrate the frustrations and costs of living off-road. They are frequently 

marginalized and invisible, even to local administrations. State decentralization appears 

to have had little positive impact in reducing “tarmac bias” and improving rural service 

delivery. A range of potential interventions, from Intermediate Means of Transport to 

electronic communications is reviewed, and opportunities for building social capital in 

off-road areas through nurturing improvements in state–civil society relations are 

considered” (Porter 2002, 285).  

Keywords: accessibility; mobility; off-road; decentralization; Africa; services 

 

 

Porter, Gina. 2007. “Transport, (Im)mobility, and Spatial Poverty Traps: Issues for Rural 

Women and Girl Children in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Paper prepared for 
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‘Understanding and Addressing Spatial Poverty Traps: An International 

Workshop,’ Spier Estate, Stellenbosch, South Africa, March 29. 

   

 No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“This paper reflects on the experiences of women and girl children resident in rural areas 

of sub-Saharan Africa with poor physical accessibility (to services and markets) because 

of poor roads and inadequate transport (in terms of regularity, reliability and cost). 

Examples from field research conducted in diverse agro-ecological and cultural contexts 

in western and southern Africa are used to explore the impacts of relative immobility and 

poor access to services on women and girls. Three themes are examined in some detail: 

access to education, access to health services and access to markets” (Porter 2007, 1).   

 

 

Porter, Gina. 2008. “Transport Planning in Sub-Saharan Africa II: Putting Gender into 

Mobility and Transport Planning in Africa.” Progress in Development Studies 8 (3): 

281–89.  

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“The first progress report in this transport series presented an overview of major current 

transport research themes and gaps in Sub-Saharan Africa from a social science 

perspective. This second report is specifically concerned with gender and in particular, 

women’s physical mobility, transport needs and patterns of transport use. It reviews the 

causes and effects of the current broad pattern of gender disparity in transport access and 

use in Africa, paying particular attention to cultural constraints on women’s travel, the 

impact of poor transport on women’s health and women’s access to intermediate means 

of transport (IMTs). It then considers the gendered impact of transport interventions and 

suggests reasons why efforts to improve women’s access to transport have had limited 

impact to date” (Porter 2008, 281). 

 

 

Porter, Gina. 2011. “‘I Think a Woman Who Travels a Lot Is Befriending Other Men and 

That’s Why She Travels’: Mobility Constraints and Their Implications for Rural 

Women and Girls in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Gender, Place & Culture 18 (1): 65–81.  

   

 Abstract:  

 This article is concerned with the implications of practices, politics and meanings of 

mobility for women and girl children in rural areas of sub-Saharan Africa. Women and 

girls commonly face severe mobility constraints which affect their livelihoods and their 

life chances. The article reflects on their experiences in rural areas where patriarchal 

institutions (including the gender division of labour, which places great emphasis on 

female labour contributions to household production and reproduction), and a patriarchal 

discourse concerning linkages between women’s mobility, vulnerability and sexual 



Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights 

Roads, Transportation, Mobility and Gender: Bibliography with Abstracts 

 

 95 

appetite, shape everyday social practices and material inequalities. This compounds the 

physical constraints imposed by poor accessibility (to services and markets) associated 

with poor roads and inadequate transport in both direct and more complex ways. The 

article draws on field research conducted in diverse socio-cultural and agro-ecological 

contexts in western and southern Africa (principally southern Ghana, southern Malawi 

and northern and central Nigeria) to explore the impacts of relative immobility and poor 

service access on women and girls. Three (interconnected) issues are examined in some 

detail: access to markets, access to education and access to health services. Possible 

interventions to initiate positive change are considered. (Abstract from original source) 

 Keywords: gender; mobility; markets; education; health; promiscuity; transport 

 

 

Porter, Gina, Kate Hampshire, Albert Abane, Augustine Tanle, Kobina Esia-Donkoh, 

Regina Obilie Amoako-Sakyi, Samuel Agblorti, and Samuel Asiedu Owusu. 2011. 

“Mobility, Education and Livelihood Trajectories for Young People in Rural 

Ghana: A Gender Perspective.” Children’s Geographies 9 (3–4): 395–410. 

 

Abstract: 

This paper examines the gendered implications of Africa’s transport gap (the lack of 

cheap, regular and reliable transport) for young people in rural Ghana, with particular 

reference to the linkages between restricted mobility, household work demands, access to 

education and livelihood potential. Our aim is to show how mobility constraints, 

especially as these interact with household labour demands, restrict young people’s 

access to education and livelihood opportunities. Firstly, the paper considers the 

implications of the direct constraints on young people’s mobility potential as they travel 

to school. Then it examines young people’s (mostly unpaid) labour contributions, which 

are commonly crucial to family household production and reproduction, including those 

associated with the transport gap. This has especially important implications for girls, on 

whom the principal onus lies to help adult women carry the heavy burden of water, 

firewood, and agricultural products required for household use. Such work can impact 

significantly on their educational attendance and performance in school and thus has 

potential knock-on impacts for livelihoods. Distance from school, when coupled with a 

heavy workload at home will affect attendance, punctuality and performance at school: it 

may ultimately represent the tipping point resulting in a decision to withdraw from 

formal education. Moreover, the heavy burden of work and restricted mobility 

contributes to young people’s negative attitudes to agriculture and rural life and 

encourages urban migration. Drawing on research from rural case study sites in two 

regions of Ghana, we discuss ethnographic material from recent interviews with children 

and young people, their parents, teachers and other key informants, supported by 

information from an associated survey with children ca. 9–18 years. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: school distance; child labour; transport gap; load-carrying; educational 

access 
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Rugunanan, Pragna. 2020. “Migration, Mobility and Transnational Families: The Case of 

Indian Women Migrating to South Africa.” Gender Questions 8 (1): 1-22. 

 

Abstract: 

The history of labour migration to South Africa spans centuries. More recently flows of 

skilled and unskilled, documented and undocumented migration to South Africa have 

reached significant proportions. While men have predominated in the flows of migration 

streams to South Africa, the 96esarrollo96e of migration has increased the visibility and 

role of women in the migration context. The impact of migration on the lives of skilled 

married women has been given little attention in the migration literature. Characterised as 

trailing spouses in the broader migration literature, the article explores, through a life-

course framework, how skilled Indian women renegotiate their lives when leaving secure 

jobs to follow their spouses to a foreign country. Attention is given to how mobility is 

negotiated between the spouses, the impact of mobility on the family and the influence of 

transnationalism on the migrants and their families in South Africa. The article is based 

on exploratory research using qualitative in-depth interviews conducted with married 

skilled Indian women who migrated as co-dependents to South Africa. (Abstract from 

original source) 

Keywords: Indian women; gender; transnational migration; trailing spouses; skilled 

labour 

 

 

Sersli, Stephanie, Maya Gislason, Nicholas Scott, and Meghan Winters. 2020. “Riding 

Alone and Together: Is Mobility of Care at Odds with Mothers’ Bicycling?” Journal 

of Transport Geography 83 (February): 1-9. 

 

 No abstract available. 

 

 Summary:  

“A number of studies have observed differences between men’s and women’s bicycling 

behaviour, but few have tried to account for what underpins the gendering of bicycling as 

a form of daily mobility. It is widely accepted that gender is an organizing feature of the 

social world. Parenting can reify gender differentiation and inequalities generated by 

cultural and economic forces. Surprisingly, few studies have examined how women 

bicycle with children in urban areas. This article considers the mobility of care with 

respect to bicycling. Our analysis is informed by the feminist geography literature on 

women’s transport issues which recognize mothers as carrying a disproportionate burden 

of travel with children. We draw upon Social Practice Theory to understand how bi-

cycling fits into women’s daily lives and the shared social conventions that shape 

bicycling in different contexts. 

 

“The aim of this paper is to describe how women begin or maintain bicycling during and 

following the time they have children living at home. We examine the complexity of 

bicycling practices among mothers in Metro Vancouver who completed an urban bicycle 

skills course, and the broader implications for a transition to more sustainable daily 

mobility. We differentiate how women use bicycles when bicycling alone, but also while 
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being responsible for and travelling with children in an urban, car-dominated 

environment” (Sersli et al. 2020, 1). 

 

 

Singh, Yamini, J. 2019. “Is Smart Mobility Also Gender-Smart?” Journal of Gender  

Studies. doi: 10.1080/09589236.2019.1650728. 

 

Abstract:  

In the world of shared economy, the mobility sector is one of the fastest-growing 

segments and includes app-based services to use shared cars, bikes, parking, shuttles and 

more. Its sudden growth is due to the popularity of smart-phones and companies that 

provide mobility on demand. Reportedly, it has changed the way people move. But how 

well do we know its impact on gender equality in mobility? This paper discusses the 

results of an exploratory review of the existing research on shared mobility that reveals 

that most of the research is focused towards assessing its impacts on transit ridership, 

congestion, environmental factors, car-ownership and modal shift. Very little attention is 

paid on how it impacts access, safety, ease or comfort of mobility for females, whose 

travelling needs are strikingly different than those of men. There are views, speculations 

and even expert opinions on the potential impacts; however, currently available 

information clearly shows that these services are used mainly by men implying that they 

are only widening the gender gap in our cities. Detailed empirical studies in developing 

and developed countries can establish the reasons for this gendered pattern, so that they 

can be resolved to create gender parity in urban mobility. (Abstract from Taylor & 

Francis online)  

Keywords: gendered mobility; smart mobility; car-sharing; bike-sharing; ride-hailing 

 

 

Siren, Anu, and Liisa Hakamies-Blomqvist. 2006. “Does Gendered Driving Create 

Gendered Mobility? Community-Related Mobility in Finnish Women and Men 

Aged 65+.” Transportation Research Part F: Traffic Psychology and Behaviour 9 (5): 

374–82. 

 

Abstract: 

Older women are a largely invisible group in traffic research literature. Many phenomena 

related to ageing and transport are however likely to be gendered, although presented as 

gender neutral in research literature. The present study examined how gender-related 

differences in car driving and modal choices are reflected in the mobility options and 

resources of older women and men. The study was carried out as a mail survey among 

Finnish citizens aged 65 and above (N=2500). The response rate was 62%. The results 

showed that older women did not have the option to drive as often as men did. They 

consequently had poorer overall mobility and were more dependent on being in good 

health and on getting help from other people for their personal mobility. The results 

imply that the intersection of both gender and age regimes create different standards for 

personal mobility for older women than for older men. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: gender; aging; car driving; driver license; mobility; gender regimes 
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Turdalieva, Cholpon, and Christopher Edling. 2018. “Women’s Mobility and ‘Transport-

Related Social Exclusion’ in Bishkek.” Mobilities 13 (4): 535–50.  

  

  Abstract:  

 This paper analyses gendered mobilities in Bishkek in the space of the most popular form 

of public transport: the minibus, or ‘marshrutka’. As the means by which women often 

access various important sites of daily life, the marshrutka itself is a site of negotiation 

and interaction. Utilizing theories of mobility and empirical data, we argue that 

marshrutkas are spaces that can give rise to two dichotomous conditions: positive 

marshrutka experiences may increase the social mobility of female passengers and 

subsequently increase social empowerment and influence, while negative ones can 

provide the grounds for social exclusion and gender inequality. (Abstract from original 

source)  

 Keywords: mobility; gender; transport; social mobility; social exclusion 

 

 

Valestrand, Halldis. 2018. “Remasculinization and Mobilities in a Reindustrializing 

Community in Northern Norway.” Gender, Place & Culture 25 (8): 1121–37.  

 

 Abstract:  

 In this article I explore how certain aspects of mobility, especially commuting, became 

predominant in the construction of a dominant ‘place-story’ in a municipality in Northern 

Norway (Nord-Norge), and claim that this stepped up a remasculinization process in the 

community. This former male-dominated mining community had undergone an extensive 

economic and social restructuration process since the 1990s, which had resulted in a 

much more varied job market, but equally importantly a strengthened situation for 

women, occasionally phrased as a feminization of the municipality. From 2009, a 

reindustrialization process mainly based on natural resources was underway, but 

according to private business interests, its further growth and development was dependent 

on attracting skilled labour, which was a new situation in a region that had struggled to 

keep its inhabitant numbers. A place-story was emerging in which increased work-related 

commuting evidently disturbed the local conception of this community as a stable place. 

By looking closer at the background to how this story came about, and the circumstances 

in which it was constructed, I focus on both a controversial commuting issue and other 

work-related mobilities that did not seem to cause the same attention. My conclusion is 

that the commuter issue reinforced a remasculinization process in the community. 

(Abstract from original source)  

 Keywords: reindustrialization; remasculinization; mining town; place-stories; work-

related mobilities 

 

 

Vanderschuren, Marianne J. W. A., Sekadi R. Phayane, and Alison J. Gwynne-Evans. 

2019. “Perceptions of Gender, Mobility, and Personal Safety: South Africa Moving 

Forward.” Transportation Research Record 2673 (11): 616–27. 
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Abstract:  

Transport users make mode choices based on a variety of factors. These factors are 

economic or service driven, based on individual roles, habits, and interests, as well as 

age, life cycle stage, and gender. Analysis reflects different mobility patterns for males 

and females relating to care activities. Literature suggests that experiences of harassment 

have a significant effect on user choices. This study examines how South African data 

compares with international studies. Mode use and trip purposes, distances, and times 

differ depending on gender and are affected by the experience of harassment, which 

affects females more than males. Analyzing trip making in South Africa revealed that 

travel modes, distances, and times are not significantly different across gender. South 

African females make fewer trips than males, but significantly more care trips. Different 

modes of public transport score differently regarding potential experience of harassment, 

with trains performing the worst. The reason mode choice is not significantly different 

between females and males is assumed to be because of financial reasons. Investigating 

harassment perception in Cape Town reveals that females experience harassment more 

often and this influences their choices regarding care trips. These findings have 

significant implications for transport policy in South Africa and suggest that more 

nuanced policies are required. (Abstract from SAGE journals)  

 

 

Vidal, Sergi, and Johannes Huinink. 2019. “Introduction to the Special Collection on 

Spatial Mobility, Family Dynamics, and Gender Relations.” Demographic Research 

24 (21): 593–616. 

 

Abstract:  

Background: There is growing evidence that spatial mobility has an impact on and is 

driven by family dynamics and gender relations. In contexts where family diversity and 

complexity have increased and gender inequalities persist, it is particularly urgent that we 

advance our understanding of decisions regarding spatial mobility and of its patterns and 

outcomes, in relation to families and gender. 

 

Contribution: This special collection highlights the importance of and presents novel 

findings on the interplay between spatial mobility, family dynamics, and gender relations. 

It unites new research perspectives that expand existing horizons with rigorous and 

innovative empirical studies. Contributions to this special collection deal with a number 

of under-researched areas that include, but are not restricted to, non-coresident family ties 

and gender differences in willingness to move, circular mobility patterns, and the 

nonlabour market outcomes of family migration. The insights contained in the articles in 

this collection not only clarify concrete associations but also offer roadmaps for revealing 

the mechanisms that explain them. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Whitzman, Carolyn, Crystal Legacy, Caroline Andrew, Fran Klodawsky, Margaret 

Shaw, Kalpana Viswanath, eds. 2013. Building Inclusive Cities: Women’s Safety and 

the Right to the City. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge.  
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 No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“Building on a growing movement within developing countries in Latin America, Africa 

and Asia–Pacific, as well as Europe and North America, this book documents cutting-

edge practice and builds theory around a rights-based approach to women’s safety in the 

context of poverty reduction and social inclusion. Drawing upon two decades of research 

and grass-roots action on safer cities for women and everyone, this book is about the right 

to an inclusive city. The first part of the book describes the challenges that women face 

regarding access to essential services, housing security, liveability and mobility. The 

second part of the book critically examines programmes, projects and ideas that are 

working to make cities safer. Building Inclusive Cities takes a cross-cultural learning 

perspective from action research occurring throughout the world and translates this 

research into theoretical conceptualizations to inform the literature on planning and urban 

management in both developing and developed countries. This book is intended to inspire 

both thought and action” (Whitzman et al. 2013, i). 

  

Table of Contents:  

1. Introduction: Challenges, Opportunities and Tools – Margaret Shaw, Caroline 

Andrew, Carolyn Whitzman, Fran Klodawksy, Kalpana Viswanath, and Crystal 

Legacy  

2. Gendered Livelihoods and Inclusive Cities – Fran Klodawsky  

3. Women’s Safety and Everyday Mobility – Carolyn Whitzman  

4. Migrant Women’s Safety: Framing, Policies, and Practices – Sara Ortiz Escalante and 

Elizabeth L. Sweet  

5. Gender Inclusive Cities Programme: Implementing Change for Women’s Safety – 

Kalpana Viswanath 

6. The Role of Partnerships in Creating Inclusive Cities – Caroline Andrew and Crystal 

Legacy  

7. What it Looks Like When It’s Fixed: Collaboration Towards a Shared Vision of City 

Safety – Barbara Holtmann  

8. Safe Access to Basic Infrastructure: More than Pipes and Taps – Prabha Khosla and 

Suneeta Dhar 

9. From Gender Mainstreaming to Intersectionality: Advances in Achieving Inclusive 

and Safe Cities – Anita Lacey, Rebecca Miller, Dory Reeves and Yardena Tankel  

10. Safer Discursive Space: Artistic Interventions and Online Action Research – Melanie 

Lambrick  

11. How Do We Evaluate the Safety of Women? – Margaret Shaw  

12. Conclusion: Women’s Safety and the Right to the City – Fran Klodawsky, Carolyn 

Whitzman, Crystal Legacy, Caroline Andrew, Margaret Shaw and Kalpana 

Viswanath  

 

 

Woodcock, Andree, Hilda Romer Christensen, and Lena Levin. 2020. “TinnGO: 

Challenging Gender Inequality in Smart Mobility.” Journal of Road and Traffic 

Engineering 66 (2): 1-5. 
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 Abstract: 

The European transport sector is marked by a strong, persistent unconscious bias, which 

produces gendered inequalities that permeate all aspects of the domain from design,  

modelling, implementation, education, employment and usage. The TinnGO project will 

create a framework and mechanisms for sustainable change in gender and diversity 

mobility through the development of a Pan European TinnGO observatory. This will 

lead, coordinate, and be fed by hubs across EU (UK, France, Germany, Greece, Spain, 

Portugal, Romania, Baltic states, Denmark/Sweden, Italy) providing international and 

national leadership, innovation and critical reviews of smart mobility innovations. The 

ambition is to become a template for other observatories to address barriers to women’s 

mobility through gendered, culturally sensitive smart mobility innovations. Written 

during the first year of a 3-year project, the paper provides an overview of the concept 

and initial results. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: Tinngo; gender; inclusivity; smart mobility 

 

 

Woodcock, Andree, Lena Levin, Miriam Pirra, Cathleen Schöne, and Esti Sanvicente. 

2020. “Gender-Related Contemporary Challenges in the Transport Ecosystem and 

Women’s Mobility Needs TinnGO (special session on ‘Women in Transport – EU 

Projects for Change’).” In Proceedings of 8th Transport Research Arena TRA 2020, 

April 27-30, 1-8. Helsinki: Transport Research Arena. 

 

 Abstract: 

TinnGO addresses contemporary challenges in employment, education and male-

domination, through an intersectional analysis applied to examine inequality and 

privilege in transport and mobility. The European transport sector is marred by strong, 

persistent biases, which produce gender and other inequalities, permeating the sector 

whilst having wider repercussions in relation to quality of life, accessibility and 

inclusivity. The TinnGO project will create a framework and promote mechanisms for 

sustainable change in gender and diversity sensitive smart mobility through the 

development of a Pan European TinnGO observatory. This will lead, coordinate, and be 

fed by hubs across EU (UK, France, Germany, Greece, Spain, Portugal, Romania, Baltic 

states, Denmark/Sweden, Italy) providing leadership, innovation and critique of smart 

mobility innovations. The ambition is to become a template for further observatories 

monitoring and addressing barriers to women’s mobility through gendered, culturally 

sensitive smart mobility innovations. This paper provides an overview of the concepts 

and initial results. (Abstract from original source) 

Keywords: Europe; co and participatory design; gender mainstreaming; gender and 

diversity sensitive; smart mobility 

 

 

Woolfrey, Joy, and Marie Benoit. 1993. “Has the Wheel Rolled Past the Women in the 

South?” Women and Environments 13 (3-4): 12–4. 

 

 Summary:. 
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“This article reports on a project we carried out to provide the Canadian International 

Development. Agency’s (CIDA) Transport Sector with studies which document women’s 

transportation roles in the developing countries. The International Women’s Tribunc 

Centre in New York helped us to cast our net quite widely. We discovered that, of the 

thousands of transportation studies which have been carried out, few have collected data 

that can be disaggregated by gender. Because their methods are imported from countries 

whuch ignore the differential impact of transportation policies and systems, these studies 

cannot reveal women’s role in transport either” (Woolfrey and Benoit 1993, 12). 

 

 

B. Non-Academic Resources  

 

 

Casas, Marina, Cindy Lara, and Carlos Espinosa. 2019. Gender Determinants in Urban 

Mobility Policies in Latin America. FAL Bulletin 371. Santiago: Economic 

Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 

  Abstract: 

 The mobility of people and goods is the expression and determinant of productive, social 

and cultural life for humans, and therefore cannot be examined independently of social 

transformations and dynamics, or development ambitions. In relation to gender 

inequalities, cities and their systems of mobility are not neutral either, as they are bound 

in space and time by the interwoven relationships of a society, built upon gender-based 

control and hierarchies, which determines activities, time use and physical territory 

travelled. These dimensions mediate and determine the mobility of people, especially 

women, with a decisive impact on when and how they travel, and on their physical, 

economic and political autonomy. (Abstract from original source)  

 

 

Dominguez Gonzalez, Karla, Bianca Bianchi Alvez, Verónica Raffo, Brittany Walters, and 

Ana Luiza Machado. 2018. “Improving Women’s Mobility: It’s Not Just about the 

Quality of Buses.” Transport for Development (blog), World Bank Blogs, December 

21. https://blogs.worldbank.org//transport/improving-women-s-mobility-it-s-not-

just-about-quality-buses.  

 

 Summary: 

“The global transport conversation increasingly recognizes that men and women have 

different mobility patterns, and that this reality should be reflected into the design of 

transport projects. In general, women engage in more non-work-related travel such as to 

run household errands and are more likely to travel with children and elders. Therefore, 

but not exclusively because of that, they travel shorter distances and within a more 

restricted geographical area; make more (multi-stop) trips, and rely more on public 

transport. Women also travel at lower speeds and spend a higher percentage of income in 

transport than men, limiting their access to certain employment areas. There are 

exceptions, however, as studies have shown that in some cities, like Mumbai, women 

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/transport/gender-and-transport_5kg9mq47w59w-en
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTURBANTRANSPORT/Resources/2014-Feb-5-Gender-and-Mobility.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTURBANTRANSPORT/Resources/2014-Feb-5-Gender-and-Mobility.pdf
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/case-studies/transportation.html#tabs-2
http://genderedinnovations.stanford.edu/case-studies/transportation.html#tabs-2
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follow mobility patterns that more closely resemble men’s, making longer trips during 

peak hours, directly from point to point. 

 

“Key variables like affordability, availability, and accessibility play a big part in this 

phenomenon. But are there other factors shaping women’s decision to travel in the first 

place? Current evidence on women’s mobility has focused on diagnosing differences in 

travel behavior or on characteristics of transport systems that affect women and men’s 

mobility differently. Less attention has been given to individual, social, cultural and 

relational factors shaping women’s travel behaviors and decisions. The desire to dig 

deeper on this motivated a forthcoming study on Women’s mobility in LAC cities, 

prepared under the auspices of the Umbrella Facility for Gender Equality” (Dominquez 

Gonzalez et al. 2018, 1).  

   

 

Foran, Clare. 2013. “How to Design a City for Women.” City Lab, September 16.  

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/09/how-design-city-women/6739/.  

 

Summary: 

“Gender mainstreaming has been in place in the Austrian capital since the early 1990s. In 

practice, this means city administrators create laws, rules and regulations that benefit men 

and women equally. The goal is to provide equal access to city resources. And so far, 

officials say it's working. 

 

“Vienna has adopted gender mainstreaming in a number of areas of city administration, 

including education and health care policy. But nowhere has it had more of an impact 

than on the field of urban planning. More than sixty pilot projects have been carried out 

to date. As the size and scale of these projects increase, gender mainstreaming has 

become a force that is literally reshaping the city” (Foran 2013, 1).  

 

 

Simalenga, Timothy, Anne Pearson, Elizabeth Waithanjii, Rhoda Mofya, Dirk Hanekom, 

and Pascal Kaumbutho. 1999. “Empowering Farmers with Animal Traction into the 

21st Century.” Report of the Animal Traction Network for Eastern and Southern 

Africa (ATNESA) International Workshop, Mpumalanga, South Africa, September 

20-24. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“This year’s workshop theme, “Empowering farmers with animal traction into the 21st 

Century” was addressed at a workshop that reviewed experiences and lessons learnt by a 

multidisciplinary team of stakeholders. The theme led discussions towards recognizing 

the importance of the smallholder farmers in their contribution to global food security. 

Most smallholder farmers are resource poor and constitute over 80% of domestic food 

producers in Sub Saharan Africa. That notwithstanding, smallholder farmers have been 

marginalised in the era of mechanisation - wrongly perceived as motorisation - hence 

http://urk.tiss.edu/attachments/article/181/Engendering%20Mumbai's%20Suburban%20Railway%20System.pdf
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/09/how-design-city-women/6739/
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supporting the minority largescale farmers. Sadly, this marginalisation has resulted in an 

exponential increase in numbers below the poverty line particularly in Africa and other 

third world regions. Fortunately, animal traction is gaining recognition after close to a 

decade of lobbying by its promoters under the ATNESA umbrella. A lot more action on 

the ground is needed particularly in changing attitudes of potential beneficiaries; as this is 

indeed one of the greatest constraints” (Simalenga et al. 1999, 1). 

 

 

Spitzner, Meike, Frank Weiler, Rahmah Andi, and Jeff Turner. 2007. “Urban Mobility 

and Gender: Promoting the Regional Public Transport System in the Greater 

Jakarta Area.” KfW Entwicklungsbank Position Paper: Focus on Development 

Policy, KfW Entwicklungsbank, Berlin. 

 

No abstract available. 

 

Summary: 

“In the course of implementing its gender strategy, in 2006 KfW Entwicklungsbank 

commissioned a study to examine the gender impact of local public transport and 

mobility in the Asian megacities, taking the greater Jakarta area as an example. The 

study, which largely covered completely new ground, set out to expose gender problems 

that are created or reproduced because of urban transport policies and to determine ways 

of promoting positive gender impacts through urban transport projects. For this purpose a 

team of experts developed an analysis model, known as the Transport Development – 

Gender Impact Assessment (TD-GIA), which can be used in various socio-economic 

conditions as well as for urban and rural transport projects. At the same time, instruments 

were developed to enable KfW Entwicklungsbank to pinpoint and evaluate the 

contribution made to achieving gender impacts in the areas of project planning, the 

further development of existing project concepts and the ex post evaluation of completed 

projects…  

 

“With regard to its gender potential, the project was assessed as tackling that very area 

where, as far as infrastructure construction to date, the perception of transport problems 

and the establishment of priorities when designing a transport system are concerned, the 

most severe gender-related difficulties have occurred. In addition, it also addresses those 

areas where – apart from decreasing traffic generation – transport measures can make the 

greatest contributions to reducing gender inequality. This Position Paper summarises 

some of the main results and draws some initial conclusions” (Spitzner et al. 2007, 1-2). 

 

 

Uteng, Tanu Priya. 2011. “Gender and Mobility in the Developing World.” Background 

Paper, World Development Report 2012: Gender Equality and Development, The 

World Bank, Washington, DC.  

 

 Abstract: 

‘Access’ is primarily a gendered phenomenon in the developing countries, pertaining to 

all the subsets of access, i.e. access to information, rights, land, money, education, skills, 
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political participation and voice. It thus becomes incumbent upon the policy makers and 

development practitioners to shred down the details of these ‘constrained accesses’ to 

truly empower women. This study highlights the ways in which constrained (daily) 

mobility i.e. the element of physical access to different facilities bears upon the issue of 

women empowerment. Rather than being a singular function of transport provision, the 

daily mobility of women in developing countries is guided by a set of complex 

hierarchies. This study contends that the following elements, though not exhaustive in 

nature, are highly influential in gendering of mobility in the present times: prevalent 

social/cultural norms, transport infrastructure, physical/area planning, effects of 

globalization, governance (women’s presence and participation in informal sector and 

micro-credit schemes), pre and post disaster/conflict rehabilitation process and access to 

information and communication technologies (ICTs). Although the study is primarily a 

review of recent academic and policy-oriented literature, the core idea has been to 

salvage the theme of ‘women and transport’ from the narrow confines of transport-related 

understanding and highlight that ‘mobility’ is a multi-faceted phenomenon and bears 

significant impact on the overarching aim of women empowerment. (Abstract from 

original source)  

 

 

Xiong, Jing, Nato Kurshitashvili, Kristina Hadzi-Vasileva, Bekim Imeri, and Svetlana 

Vukanovic. 2020. Assessment of Barriers and Opportunities Using Gender and Roma 

Lens in North Macedonia: Case of Transport. AUS0001531. Washington, DC: The 

World Bank. 

 

 No abstract available. 

 

 Summary:  

“Building and maintaining roads can have significant economic and social benefits in 

terms of economic growth and increased access to jobs and to a range of services citizens 

depend on. However, road infrastructure and transport services are often mistakenly 

assumed to have uniform benefits for everyone, but they are, in fact, differently 

experienced by different population groups. For example, women and men often have 

varying needs for transport infrastructure and services, which stem from their different 

productive and reproductive roles they hold in a society. At the same time, women and 

men are not homogenous and they experience transport differently due to their different 

socio-economic and demographic features, such as, income, age, disabilities, ethnicity 

and/or location. These multiple identities often lead to multiple and overlapping 

disadvantages for many, commonly known as ‘intersectionality’- influencing access to 

and use of services and economic opportunities of the multiple identity holders 

differently. As an example, a Roma woman could face several mobility disadvantages for 

being women and being a member of a socially excluded group.  

 

“This assessment was undertaken as part of the World Bank financed North Macedonia 

Local Roads Connectivity Project (‘the Project’) to explore, for the first time, the less-

studied situation of social inclusion in a transport project along gender and ethnicity lines 

in the country. The assessment (i) identified specific needs of Roma women, Roma men 
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and non-Roma women for road infrastructure and public transport, (ii) explored their 

needs, experiences and aspirations towards the employment in the sector, and (iii) defined 

entry points for the Project to address some of these needs. The Roma are the largest 

ethnic minority in Europe, as well as one of the most deprived and socially excluded 

groups. At the same time, women, in general, tend to face different or more acute 

mobility barriers compared to men. Also, fewer women than men are employed in the 

transport sector, which is traditionally male dominated. Therefore, it was decided to 

apply intersectional lens to the analysis to understand mobility and employment barriers 

that Roma women, Roma men and non-Roma women are facing in order to bring out 

more nuances of social exclusion and better tailor the solutions to the project” (Xiong et 

al. 2020, 5).  


