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kmfd of pzvrzanfw :

: %evwarﬁs. dgrxcuiturai mbm‘ Ciasa, irrigation; magiemizjing_ s;m, psz?t;iamhy, rural
oy M}mam saxual dwmon of mb@r ' T Sy S e

5 ’Fim ar%tza ’iso amﬁvzeg me 6ffwts x}f ;rrsgaﬁm c}n wqmen s wm& m}d imﬁ in mmi wuﬁz i ¥

India. The article focuses on irrigation because it has b&an the most important. compo-

- __nﬂnz of the Green Remiamm package (hxgbyiﬁicimg varieties of seeds, chemical fertil- -
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 (Kohti, 1987).*
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that, to the extent that the state is the site for the systematic concentrativn of
;:mwcr it codifies, m%mﬂt:{ma}we& and lepitimizes patriarchy (MacKinnon, %i}_ﬂ._,‘-,
_ -repucmxmm of the male state for women in m&kﬁ:m}'m& states have gmh just b
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- access 1o the state, and state rweurne~aiia}mt;0r§ States are smmﬁ by %emim struggle
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decisions in ways that mould material realities” {?M;:scm and Staud, 1988, Pt
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.-chang,m in the sexual division of Jabor consequent to the introduction of irrigation cannol
- be seén only as :f,chmcaii} determined tmmiﬁrmaisﬁm Based on socialist feminist the-
_ -_(}ry “both the social relations of production—the mode of appropriation of surplus labor
o and th; r,c}czai distribution of the means of ;}mdtmmnwagd patriarehy are taken into
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- from unirtigated vil %agm where living conditions were even more bl
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| ‘work longer hours than local laborers, h@i{img them captive i HY T
e wm:k site. Work mnéxtmm were, anci still are, m?m:mmf fzg}gsr,; :
- continue to be responsible for child care . finding fuel and water A
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Hages are affected Lquaﬂy " Taileend &fﬁiaga‘a where the g}ez:idaf;wmﬁgéss or
i é%m are .:ziw:z% mien—are able to organize & nitl sangam ot water associa- y
better off than villages without them. This is because the peddamanshuly

: erud v ziiagm that do not organize pitl sangams receive little water and h;wf:
ot

- and hie to support the increasing population base. ‘The consequences of this for
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aduciion, or the informal sector where working conditions and wages for -
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ie %mr:}m of work, s Do e R o
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¢ enclavé—from the chief &ngmwx‘ fo the ditch tender. The aﬁmem are

s tocation of their offices far from most. canal mi%ages Only the pedda- i
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‘»ﬁ with Wi“igdimﬁ engineers’ and other gm‘emmmt officers. At critical
¢ crop season when water gets. very scarce, they may be accompanied o &
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This puts an extra and unacknowledged burden on these women. :

. it iy community men who are hired. for the. xfrigatwn ;g}bﬁ; that ﬁave bﬁm. ' .
o' the introduction of the canal; these include the jobs of water guards,
'%é‘ sators, or Jaborers employed on coftract: for %:he ta:ﬁa of m;g:nmg plots.
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Transformations in the Sexual Division of Labor, Workl

g m‘&éﬁ-{f&mﬂ}i g}%‘ i’i&éﬁ_ iﬁiﬁ}g}’;‘ Process

" Vibmen in égnm&ﬁmf mm ﬁﬂ}fgw;{ﬁfﬁ?m :
?@ﬁkfmﬁf {}rg{mg:ﬁﬁgm {zf §@3§ws

?’sﬁ&in’zu s?m@rmmm on s?@ 4
very hittle work avalable, Inthe d
was raintall, and this is §§§§ iiaa*
{3% m g ifmm xﬁ oTaE

‘ih{:t mmé&cﬁ a‘y&ix wi_,g_g; *;}%?i fad
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yzﬁ_iﬁ;@;g ét&;.i\i}.@ plack cotton sotls 1 the areq cannnt iw work
the practice in all other parts of the country, only ma
though women may assistin clesring the Tields am
team and seed drill to sow groundiut aml s i
woman may follow the imm aﬁhgﬁﬁzmmw 8¢ Lainied o
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sive task that Jeaves a blackish powson on the hands, womes
meal when they are émm v this work s gs nOU T Ingest
and stringing tobacco garlands are also considered §*‘f§‘§"£§.§:§§‘: .
women msr% on curing the %mvm for 34 months,
' &fﬁfx’ ;aimtmg mm is hﬁk Wm‘% for mu‘:‘ms’% o mgim‘é
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Guantity of cotton to be picked . Gumpus or Lfé%iig"é% of women and :

- responsibility for harvesting groundont and sorghum. For w;mu;ém% harve

- uprooting the plant; piukag the ;}ﬁd& aff the stems. and binding the stens

. again ﬁmgﬁa}&d to clean the nuts and %% them, For mrﬂ?aam harvest

- cutting the cobs off the stems, and %:m{:mw %?‘aa, aiﬁ
emploved to thresh and winnow the grain. o

~The irrigated agricultural pym}m%xa:«n cycle starts wzﬂf; he ?{; i ol syt

- gam? by the authorities of the Ez‘nga{mﬁ {}a,gzsgi;m}am §§%{: smm §3§%%’;§%§ o oror
$£ason s’ immp%amaé high yield variety (HY V) rice gdés}? Ploughing b
and building and repairing bunds are all male fasks: leveling work s done |

- Nurseries are. tended for 25 ‘days, after which women’s tabor ¥ used oxel

| transplanting. Men procure and apply water, brosdeast fertilizer, and spray 1 i
Weeding, which is done at least twice, ix women's work. Harvesting ope erations—

~ reaping and mm}mgg followed h‘g zhruhmg and wmmmma«wm‘s mmu& oui by groups
of women and men,
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& the plots, Women transplant the seedlings into the fur-
s or three fimes during the crop cycle by the women and

15 the ma;m ngs m %%nv %{?{se‘zd xm*«am Kn a&ditiﬁn o the agﬁ» o
susary to grow the tainfed crop, women shell twice the quantity of
%am;w by the men once or iwm Harvesting, whmh is by groups,
o the ﬁmm%‘w z;& mmmﬂ«eﬁwa as rg,qmmgi %}y i'amied g:mxmdnut
both pahie
G division wf &ii‘}f\}{ ‘ﬁmi assigns women s:;f !ﬁn @m% ﬁaw aﬁd caaie, to
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e couon requires 112 woman-days per acre. and compared mth 23_ days. .
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Crop . fin Woman- -Days per &cm}

“Rainfed sorghum 25
Ranfed whacco 35

Rainfed cotton - A4

- Irrigated cotton 1 -§2% :
Irrigated cotton seed ng
- Rainfed groundnut 23
Irrigated groundnut A
lerigated paddy rice il 53
e g8

- Trrigated onion

* “Includes children.
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unlike in monocrop rice amd wheat arcas, fhere s o

 Andhra Pradesh studied. The various cropping cyoi
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. Women agricultural laborers are eimploved for apps
~ Augast to April. Butas Mencher and Saradamon; (19 .':Ii\
woman works varies even within the same village deg

- marital status, husband’s contribution, and so forth, Addiy
" fabor demand, the length of the working day 15 inureased, by

. infants, who cannot leave their children alose from % axitn 7 9a
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it Libg, P

~ In the hierarchy of laborers (permanent, regular casy
- at the lower end (Sen; 1982). Unlike men, who may be em
- attached laborers for a year, women ¢an never be sure of hei
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- their families. Thus, the ideology of gender, which assigr
- work within the household to women, has 3 direct ¢
- work outside the house. That is; although worien work.
- the security of regular, assured work,
- The insecurity attending women’s work is intensified by changing el
. tion as traditional networks of responsibility fall apast. For ger
- lowest class and castes have worked as agricultural laborers o cool
belong to privileged classes and castes. Although the form of coolic
e womnen as kashram (hardship), and avert production selutions conting
of ;heSj@ production relations has undergone dramatic éﬁaﬁgé {Maes, 1988 B
 according to Ramlamma. an elderly woman whose hushand has been 3 chise
- more than 30 years, in the days before the caral * ‘practically the whele village™ v
__ zf*g*g%? by the biggest landowning family in one of the villages.”® All those ¢
| an ; ;ﬁgfht;{’f{} a;:mm 3@%}%&&};@3&;&@ would receive remuneration.
ST loday, omly about 50 women are emploved by the family during the s
i a-s-élreg‘ﬁar casual workers or those who are “free to work for thers if e
- hent employer has no work” (Mencher and Saradamoni, 1982). OF these 50 winmen, of
: ka around the house for the sahukar or patron during
; %m‘ the relarive Smurztyﬁift}i:;; I:}(;kw;aékat: ;h&; fﬁkﬁ? ’X’hf:a{: xwmmzmmwmé% g}i
s dring s of pk oy sy OGSt . el whal s
where saional elaons o o exi . they s my e e O
- peasant can be fairi_y sure of his iabéf.g'upm ﬁu =Y are not free wage laborers. The rien
be burdened by a wage bill during the sla. i

E oo

_ 6 the i rmg the agricultural ¢ycle, and he need not'
- bargain for adequate wages 1o '5 the slack months. But the laborers are in no position 10
a8 e iborer s '{‘iéﬁiéd‘ 4 gg:;wzsga&e_ for those off-seasons. The emergence of women
D e e o T EEERRR SUCALDArOnage m shick mionthe - 0o el Tl e
- The chances of 2 woman 1r L rORAgE in slack months, e e

. : of a woma AL e e L e
oF It # il 'attaéhe;gz:?g a .rﬁgular__mmmi laborer are higher if she s marrigd
e f?j&_bﬁi:_au&f; fecruitment of labor by Jarge and middle-



- laborers from unirrigated regions who stay un

_ ; g : _thas WAZES 4re (ie,mrmme& only by the market forces o
1o be tacit agreement among the peddarmanshi
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'Amyém L 15 ammm’i msa&i work fﬁr wﬁmh mdméuai
ge or & piece rate. For some operations, such as trans-

v &imé'«;@ when a worian aimﬂ niot fmd work, ‘;he receives no income;
5T m}t w%s%immi %&} &m of wamm w0 mg;}@ﬁ ééziy mwai wafh;rg

umﬁéimm ;3%‘%‘%’%3“3&‘1} %mt a}an g{*ﬂdcr {ixs;santzm in Wages, ar@ BX-
5 OF a@mm‘émia paid per person per day for casual labor in
: 3 It is apparent that the highest wages are received for
m& zmmg}iiﬂazfz% and harvesting, where in g narrow window of time 2
- be accomplished. Gumpus have varying numbers of pwph, éepeﬁdmg
plot 1o be worked, Usually a group consists of related households, and
y hngs. %—%ﬂih men ﬁmi M}mm ;‘mm gr{mp‘; aad tm women are ?axd the E&
5 Hésﬁﬁ : :
aid adower w age %ﬂr ;i§§ a{hax tmk&, whw& th& %exnai division @t i@b&r o
"f‘imzam men pive for this is that women are weaker than men. and

g
e
R
1’?1&: ¢
?_{}}f.
onth

Catis s viach work as men; therefore, their productivity s ic}wan Besides, they
sail fiine of our ancestors that is the way things have been.” Wage discrimi-
Hatx « vision of the male as the primary breadwinner and the. male wage asthe

;m;%% income. Thus, the ideology of patnars,hy ant:i the sexual division. -
3 stﬁ‘% ter undervalue women's labor. _ L
o are paid for jobs such as plucking gmimcinﬁté, -sheﬂi’;zg gmugdnms _far i
triging tobaceo g.,,gsfianﬁx A woman’s productivity is gauged by how much
5 been able to accomplish, regardless o
work means women spend Jong hours doing intensive and arduous tasks.
¢ very jobs that are defined as light because they are done in the jandowner’s
ihe x:si%%ﬁr threshing floor, not in the. ﬁﬂld@. Thi
been effective in keeping the number of men doing theea ;ebs low; thisisinthe .
ests of the higher classes, who would have to.pay higher pzecﬁ: rates if the men WEre -
'amgﬁaé b The Equal Remuneration Act of 1976, which stxpuiateg that men and women
be paid "agmé piece raies when the work Is “f:i&manstrabiy identical”” does. ;mt mke into |
- accoury the :Lm that often there are 1o male counterparts with whom women can claim
ﬁ“ﬁzﬁczim Thus. the state. does not overcome the patnarehal pregudzces or stmcmmi ift-
. eguglities in ﬁs?mmg wm&m work as excimweiy women’s work. - : '_ _
. Bince the introduction of the irrigation-HYV package, all wages except the h“’f""ﬁ“ :
ing of foodgrains—paddy and sorghum-—are paid in cash and offet no hedge against
mﬁaﬁmﬁ When there is an increase in demand for Tabor during piammg, ot harvesting.

-the money wage rate increases. Peak demands for labor are also met by using migrant
til the end of the harvest, thus dampening -

scarcity. Howevel, this does not mean

' potential increases in wages caused by tamperary

Ju or Big Men as. 10 how much should be i

' ers- around the minimum
paid. The ra aid to men and women hove
e e cultivators increase the

_“ﬁ‘ceﬁhﬁry for family subsistence. Pat_emahs&c reiatmnamps with

wzmm nay receive g share of the amount her gumpu or growp

i the time it has taken. Such a systeny

e social stigma of doing i:ght'_' T

f demand and supply; there seems -
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. _dmw tmm ﬁﬁid\mrk a8 the new »zuhum mdke;s wam&n 5 W{}rk m‘mﬁ'}ie é"; :
to the home, while sxmuitanews}y endewmg men, whose. wives are m

| - tions, in the region smdzed neither women from marginal nor middle-class
~ households have thhﬁra‘wﬁ from fieldwork. Excag}i for the Kammes and K«

: _tm,imzf::ai argamzatmn of labor, even the smaﬁesi cultivator needs to hire 1o

| ‘kind but i in cash wagfss family labor is nsazi as much as pmm%&ie Mg}m}a ¢1, 1 _f‘fi,x_}-aﬁc_ 2

: G tabor market. While the men of these hausehaiés, bmy ﬁmms&ims with gmzﬂ processin
. and aak:: and’ iam:i preparatmn durmg the dry season, the women ngmm thr irriga

; :-_'.:di‘{}h} and ':,»tmf:im‘% of expimtatmn cambmf: 1o p‘mh women fmm nmrgm&‘ “uiiwam
- households out to find work, swelling the: ranks of the labor reserve and dﬁgyrﬁssm

o _3 §“3t met,

S de wos

o laborers,

g émm‘s Vi

| '-jdegsendem hm}s&wwm with grﬁatar premge (Mies, 19853) {\:}mmw %u

s this did not seem to be as impm‘mm f@r a man s mm{; aﬂd ;}m&t;g& m in m%g

i Indxa (Epstein, 1962). . - _
o In fact, as we haaze seen, wzth the mtmduetma e:}! zmg&imn amgé ¢

- at certain times in the crop eyele. To s minimize the cost of hired mm; ne z{m er g:saz»zi i

W mtms;i‘g of 1mgaied agmuimm the purc?za&e of labor. and HYV xa,a;,és chemical fert
- izers, and pesticides, instead of their organic. ‘substitutes, entails a higher inves
- outlay. Because these households do not have investable ‘éﬁf;ﬁt&bﬁﬁ ii‘zz{‘% av¢ forced
_-_'.ﬁmmw E}ﬁen this is from the rmh {:ukwamrs at usurious rates of inte mﬁ, {24
; :dﬁﬁﬁm? Even if the bﬂrmwmgs are from the mtzanahzed banks, the financial ir
-~ of the new mode of praducnen forces the women of these haméheiﬁ% ot wm ’ﬁi&ﬁ wag_

_villages to work as wage laborers. Thus, as in the case of agmuimm% §d§”sa; orS,

© wages, ‘*i’et_wﬁhéut ihmr cﬁntr;butmn ﬂ‘, is. unixkeiy that f.»mniy guhazq&mw g’gw&g Wgui

o Tizf: camibmma ﬁf wameﬂ sf m}éd}ewclass euinvamr famxhes aﬁhke t%m wf W mm ]
_.'_i:zgr;mimmi laborers, is relatively invisible. ‘In fact, these women pé&y a crifical role 1
- the supervision of éay to-day agncuiwrai cp&ratzcms This entails managing: the labo

[ _-__f;}rw and sgeing ma: warkem arg pr{}vxded with suppixea such as :;ez,dﬁ for . w‘wmg o
- fertilizer. I addition, women cultivators ofter j join in field activities, pushing the pace 0
. coolie W{}mﬁ}’i aﬂd {:c}rrectmg them as they wmk dk}ﬁg&i{iﬁ Inthe pmcaw these women
- :-_saizzm One Woman agmmiturai laborer a day’s work and aontribuie to the axgémiaimn of
3 women of the lowest classes: Women of these hcm%haié% are not c«:)mpemamﬁ for their
o :mmk cithier as supervisors or as Jaborers, ciaar%y without their work i woluld be

- magxmz& ¢ for their families m maintain their class p{}smﬂns When the men of these'
- classes go ?za {he imid:‘ 10 supervise coolie work, zhey do not aﬂ::maih %{}ﬁ their mﬁds o

wk, because that is. as.ﬁmmﬁ}f uﬁaﬁc&pmhie Only women in the very rit

0y
o
ﬁi :;i‘;;:ji& arg not involved in supervision these days (although- ti‘zey were just two
BE 8 3%“3_ a “’iﬁiﬁ‘ 3313@5??2&%&‘: or %ﬁ?ﬁi‘ﬁh@? is hwe{i in a{iémﬁn to many a%ttas,hﬁ

'.'?“m'? ii jjgmﬂicg{;?i; m}m the Kﬁmmﬂs uza;se: is :}catwmt};y bes:&use &ﬁh{}ﬂﬁﬁ %:he:
en Tie case m;ﬁ v;im;% i’???ﬂia%w;; they are aspiting for the position of a new ruf
o masenting i fﬁ?’ rates the way patriarchal ideology works hand in hand. wit
. o assert casle ami &33&;& m;aermr:t}r Fmr;amhai dammamm b!g Kamma me-
; i w t?; “‘é%&:ﬁm the hauaehmii such as caring. ’fﬁr the. cattle. Kamma me '
o s e fon being lazy and leing their womenolk work in e
comtrol of the old hpod ﬁf these men. Cmremiy the economic, p{}’im&ﬂ'
Ul sieand it naterial necessity for their women to be out

i :gm m the %;&iésx
e g the i mng(sm or. bm ding. {3&‘}1&!

Mzﬁﬁs mg., mfa am afgamzm



ame ?@*fm‘i éhw mim%&te that before the s,;mai thé: av&mge

_-Eamff&?&neﬁ ;ﬁm{i.ls*rigaﬁm CrallEe SR e D e DY

- ;z z%’&z. ‘w%%aa{ﬁ ic:%i mmmaﬁ m mppﬁn mm Kamma m}rms as the 7

on w%zr,ra, gaimn,}mi ﬁe:}mmatmn did not mdzxéa prmcrsptmm on

have fallen hﬂavﬂy on women in margmai and middle-class cultiva-
: )é“é%af‘{gaﬁﬁﬁ‘sf iﬁﬁf& %}aa: hem izttie re:shapmﬂ Gf preaxmmg pamarchai e

i §§%’§§§§iﬁéﬁ;§ﬂﬂ‘$ fe}r }}e?eiﬁpment ?ﬂiiﬂ}

hier the mmﬁ %md bemﬁtad iimm women agrxculmrai iats»:)rer& dﬁfi I
sy replied o, = Aithcmgh they acimswiadgez that the demand for labor
sl _mmﬁa ﬁzmkmm or h&rd‘;th Thai is, working and living conditions
wﬁg& ‘The wages they receive in cash et sg}em xmmedzateiy on émiy’- o
: i at the discretion of the men.’ 5 The women said they could not -
{ the men to assert c{}mm} over the cash income becayse “we cannot -
eriain income 10 Taise 2 fﬁmﬁ} and *it is the man of the house. w%m'_ﬁ .
grgencies.” In the days before canal irrigation, they said, ‘whatever
en eartied as. daily laborers or attached laborers was in ium;i amﬁ thfs ¥
red for ?zuwamm mﬁqump&zx}ﬁ {hmﬂghﬁui the year : i
m«&‘gm&% saﬁiw&ier honseholds mm;ﬁameé that not Gaiy has. thezf wark' i
‘gwn farms m@r%&ﬁ{i but $o has the mvsgimmﬁ ﬂ&cawar} 10 z%agf i
' ':mﬁ:ﬁxam As a result, they are forced to work as agncnimmi laborers on
;. The HYV rice they grow Is sold; and an mferior variety of rice is :
o ;ﬂ?‘&?iﬁ mﬁwm;}mﬂ At the end of eac?& seasoit, lpans are rﬁg:smd with h;gh L

£, %mm}g no. mvutabk, surpkxs ami é}ﬁ C}cki c«f gamm}f fmﬁ mﬁ f:mz« .

mi ‘§§}z:, Wmmﬁ f}f the iarger landﬂwnmg des‘;é;f:s aﬁﬁi &a&ic& smd thﬁy i‘i&é F
o1 had §}em::f%teé ‘from the canal. But it is the men who mﬁm‘si the surpl uses o’
e, g‘mmmﬁaﬂy because the women de not eara cash incones. The menof
s went further 1o say; ot oniy have we: %}mﬁﬁ:&d but agricaltwral labor has |
troo” First, iﬁae&: men gammeé out that real wages of agricul Itural workers have i
& male attached laborer got§
o guintals of m‘sswmﬂﬁ ané Rs. 5%»18@% m mfia} 5 g:rzcm* whereas, today the ammgx, i
- attached mm«m gets }%g ’?8@{}42{}(} In fact, the izsue. of wh&thw seal xmﬂm have’
increased or aiwmxse{% as @ rmﬂt of agnmlmmi mmﬁsﬁmimn % iiﬁ?mﬂ?}k ng‘;ﬁé
- they argued that %muimmi laborers and margma} cultivators have »shﬁm% their u}ﬁ*. i
- sumption i'mm‘s from inferior grains 1like sorghum t SUperior and more costly. gmm i
- ke rice; m fact. d§€§‘§£}i§g§h tice is b{}i:!;dﬁ% C{Bﬁ‘%iiéf,‘i“ﬁé mpafwr "y mrz:ffmzm, LIS
- nutritions. ™ Third, according to the men of the Jarger | fandowning classes, the !
o come of laborers and uﬁmaiﬂr@ has. increased. In fact, 4 \;ﬁ}xmmmé gmrs ﬂf %@s;:-m .
. crense in aﬁmg}m&hk income s, spent by inen of ali- Slasses: and &&i{:ﬂ of ?W*’”mi( ’T‘*““”_
3 mmpimn ‘tea, beedis {czgﬁrm{:«;} tixié}; {alcohol) movies, gam -
o This xp{:mm& is taken for gra*&imﬁ as’ m:arm@i ‘male ;’szar%gzzz 28 ..*‘af‘ :
- __-ihr;mof%z it means that mmx,hai& earmngs are éammﬁhui {see Ais
L omont, @%”'} A{*{:@fdzgxg o N maiﬁ snformant, ﬁ‘m Qﬁaﬁiﬁ?_'_&?{':
Vi ﬁ@%ﬂ his %z}amasm %ﬂﬂrm%d in the Ezm 15 vears! i G
- C A third set of assessments about’ the Benefits of o m% m’iwwg}_ a0 Eene w
i imm ﬁ?i}m ;iﬁfs m&f: dw&gpmsm gzﬂmmm mi;%zm {w in u“%s phicit “"‘ﬁmg}‘“ e

. ﬁlxﬁ% ﬁa}“ i 13
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benef]

ion. {mméﬁ the home, the economic and physical burdens of agricul-
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mdxa haﬂ: bf:en in a comfartabie 90%1&1@31 w:tiz F{,.Q;&fai i

last ten years or so. Igfmrzrzg j;;z

~ availability of ia@dgmns over the: |
moment the problem af hunger among. i}@e income deficient: households of
w more than full. and there 15.€

~economy, the country’s granaties aré no
-grain. storéd up to prevent any famine which may. ﬁmur in the fores
gmﬁcant is the fact that the pace of

e future. In this context, no tess st
. output ggmmh} has. bem noticeably higher ! than the rate at which the g,; 5

. .twﬁ ifzas baaﬁ mueasmg (&myha% adde{i} i‘ i)hawam i%?; ;} 12’3

' _I}ua m ir rwatmm
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