
SEX AND DEATH IN GLOBAL POLITICS
Department of  International Relations, School of  Global Studies

Spring Term 2014

Convener: Dr Paul Kirby
Arts B374

p.c.kirby@sussex.ac.uk

1

mailto:p.c.kirby@sussex.ac.uk


INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

Sex and Death in Global Politics is a module about gender and violence, and the many different 
areas of  the social world where they meet. War and other forms of  collective violence seem 
to be everywhere in world affairs, but it has often been commented that the many 
manifestations of  gender may be less visible to us. At times aspects of  gender violence (such 
as war rape) seem to enter into the realm of  academic International Relations, whilst some 
questions (such as the inclusion of  homosexuals in the military) have relevance for public 
policy and national culture. But many other issues (such as media representations of  gender 
violence, the continuum between 'peace' and 'war' violence, or the connection between 
armies and prostitution, and so on) are more commonly discussed within sociology, political 
theory and history.

So although this module is formally part of  a course of  study on International Relations, it 
also takes in perspectives and arguments from history, sociology, political philosophy, 
anthropology, media studies and (predictably enough) feminist, gender and queer studies. As 
well as being 'multi-disciplinary', the module is also intended to be both theoretical and 
empirical. Given the subject matter, it is also inevitably political and normative, and we will 
investigate not only concepts and data, but also arguments about how gendered 
relations ought to be. At some points this will mean thinking about particular government 
policies, whilst at others we will need to take a broader view. 

Further information on the module as a whole can be found below (on the classroom 
contract, presentations, assessment, and general study materials). There is also a glossary on Study 
Direct covering terms that are rather specific to gender and feminist theory, and which you 
may not be familiar with at the beginning of  the module. Each week has a dedicated section 
featuring questions for class discussions, essential readings, further readings other materials 
that you will need to draw on when writing your assessed essays.

We meet on Mondays in Arts C233 from 1-4pm, as follows:

• Thinking About Gender, Violence and War (20 January)

• Gender in War, Society and Culture (27 January)

• Imperial Gender (3 February)

• Militaries and Masculinities (10 February)

• Women at War (17 February)

• Queer Wars (24 February)

• Wartime Sexual Violence (3 March)

• Gendercide and Femicide (10 March)

• Preparing for the Assessed Essay (17 March)

• No Class: Essay Planning (24 March)

• Sex Industries at War and Peace (31 March)

• Sex and Death in Popular Culture (7 April)
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Module Aims and Structure

By the end of  the course, students should have a strong grasp of  the many issues covered in 
the course and be able to:

• identify and summarise the core academic debates about gender and violence in 
global politics;

• compare and contrast historical and conceptual material on a broad range of  
questions;

• critically interpret recent empirical and theoretical controversies related to global 
patterns of  gender and violence;

• appraise the connection and disconnection between issues of  gender violence and 
other aspects of  international relations; and

• develop your own analysis of  a selected issue related to the module.

The Classroom Contract 

We have the advantage of  three hours together each week, which will allow us both to 
attend to the complexities of  texts, and to situate them more broadly within our topic. 
Although there are a lot of  people on the module, our progress will nevertheless be more-or-
less proportional to the energies devoted. These pages are our structure. Put otherwise:

The “syllabus,” in [one] sense, represents the letter of  the contract. A good syllabus isn’t 
just a reading list, it’s a plan of  action: “Here’s what we’re going to be doing. Are you in?” 
A good syllabus lists both my commitment to you as your teacher (This is what I will be 
teaching you) and your commitment to me as a student (This is what you will need to do in 
order to learn). The commitment, as I understand it, is mutual.

The classroom is a space of  work, but also one of  discovery. Our subject matter is inevitably 
political, and may therefore elicit strong positions. This is not to be feared, but the classroom 
is also intended as a safe space. If  you find some of  what we discuss triggering, there are 
ways for us to support each other in working with those issues (I will cover this in more detail 
in our first session).

My role is to situate our topics, to facilitate discussion, and to provoke thought. There are no 
points for agreeing with me, and I will not always offer thoughts that reflect my own 
position. As Max Weber put it almost a hundred years ago:

The primary task of  a useful teacher is to teach his students to recognise 'inconvenient' facts 
- I mean facts that are inconvenient for their party opinions. And for every party opinion 
there are facts that are extremely inconvenient, for my own opinion no less than for others. I 
believe the teacher accomplishes more than a mere intellectual task if  he compels his 
audience to accustom itself  to the existence of  such facts. I would be so immodest as even to 
apply the expression 'moral achievement,' though perhaps this may sound too grandiose for 
something that should go without saying.
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This idea of  the teacher is an attractive one, if  not uncontested. But since you are also 
advanced students, I will seek to unify our study not just through some common thematics, 
but also by outlining a number of  claims of  my own about violence and gender.

Readings and Class Discussion

Each week, there are a number (usually 3-4) core readings. Everyone attending class should 
have read all of  these articles or chapters, and should come prepared to discuss them. You 
may find it helpful to make some brief  summary notes of  the texts as you work through 
them, and then to sketch out brief  answers to the discussion questions before class. This is 
preferable to simply trying to remember the salient points after the fact.

It is true that some of  the readings are quite long, and that others are quite involved. Do not 
let this put you off. Our task, after all, is in-depth analysis. In some cases, there will be 
arguments made (say about gender as a construction) that are familiar to you. Try to identify 
the most important sections of  a piece, and direct your attentions predominantly to those. I 
will situate the readings the class before, which should help. Occasionally, it will be 
appropriate for you to choose between two essential readings in a set, rather than completing 
them all, and I will let you know when this is the case. Above all, remember that it is always 
better to read something, however partially, than nothing at all.

Readings are arranged broadly in the order that you should approach them each week. The 
readings have been chosen either because they offer different perspectives on the same issue, 
or because they deal with different sub-themes of  some larger issue. In other words, it 
is worth the effort to engage with them all. Where a reading is a chapter from a longer book by the 
same author, you should assume that the whole book will be of  value for the purposes of  
essays or more sustained analysis.

Discussions, “Presentations” and Controversies

Presentations are a useful way for students to engage in more depth with a topic, and to 
develop a conversation in class. However, they can also tend towards the descriptive and end 
up following a predictable PowerPoint format. Far from adding dynamism to the classroom, 
they can instead discourage reading and bore their audience.

Instead of  presentations by one or two students, this module features a number 
of controversies, or discussion topics. These are more focused sub-themes within a week, 
sometimes building on an essential reading or prominent event. Seven weeks on this module 
(weeks 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11 and 12) include such controversies.

Four or five students will commit to working on a week's controversy, and to beginning a 
discussion of  these points each week. For each controversy, there are a number of  additional 
readings provided that you can draw on, although students may also wish to engage with less 
academic material in developing their discussion. There is no need to prepare text-heavy 
PowerPoint slides, although groups may wish to display some images or provide hand-outs 
for the class.
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What A Discussion Controversy Is:

• An opportunity to explore one aspect of  a topic in more depth
• A short collaborative project that you actively engage in with other students
• An intervention into an existing debate, which may mean that different students take 

on different sides of  the controversy
• A classroom conversation that you will begin and lead
• An argument that you will take a (perhaps tentative) position on, and be prepared to 

defend to others
• A preamble to a set of  questions for class consideration, which you should include

What A Discussion Controversy Isn't:

• A summary of  further readings
• A mere description of  the literature ("author A says; author B says")
• Your view on the essential readings (which everyone will have done anyway)

Assessment

Sex and Death in Global Politics is assessed by a 7,000 word essay, due on Monday 12 May 
2014. Unlike on other modules that you may have taken, there are not set questions to 
answer. Instead, students come up with their own questions, which have to be agreed 
with the convener (me) by Week 12. Questions must be on a topic covered in this 
module. 

Consultation Hours

I am available to discuss these and any other issues relating to the course during my term-
time consultation hours, which are on Mondays from 11.30-12.30 and on Tuesdays 
from 12.00-13.00 in C374 (which is on the same corridor as the other IR Faculty offices 
and accessible through the Global Studies Building, Arts B). I may also be able to meet 
students outside of  these hours by appointment, although this will depend on other 
commitments. I can also be reached by email at p.c.kirby@sussex.ac.uk.

General Study Materials

Reading lists are by necessity partial, not only because they select from a wide range of  
existing literature, but also because they tend to neglect non-academic sources of  argument. 
In many cases, academic debates are themselves in motion, and relevant contributions may 
well emerge during the course of  the module. The below resources cover general texts (which 
may be useful in explaining basic concepts), academic journals (which you can browse through 
for contemporary material) and web resources (which often engage with and draw on 
arguments that we will look at, but also present ideas in a rather different way to academic 
texts).
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General Texts

Jean Bethke Elshtain, Women and War (Chicago, IL: University of  Chicago Press, 1995).

Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of  International Politics (Berkeley, 
    CA: University of  California Press, 2000).

Cynthia Enloe, Maneuvers: The International Politics of  Militarizing Women's Lives (Berkeley, CA: 
   University of  California Press, 2000).

Joshua S. Goldstein, War and Gender: How Gender Shapes the War System and Vice 
   Versa (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001).

Laura J. Shepherd (ed) Gender Matters in Global Politics: A Feminist Introduction to International 
Relations (London: Routledge, 2009).

J. Ann Tickner, Gendering World Politics: Issues and Approaches in the Post-Cold War Era (New York, 
NY: Columbia University Press, 2001).

Jacqui True, The Political Economy of  Violence Against Women (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2012).

Academic Journals

The following journals are good places to look for discussions of  gender and violence, either 
because they are devoted entirely to gender issues or because they are receptive to critical 
discussions of  security and global politics which incorporate feminist and gender 
perspectives:

Alternatives: Local, Global Political
Feminist Review
Feminist Theory
Gender and Society
Hypatia: Journal of  Feminist Philosophy
International Feminist Journal of  Politics
Men and Masculinities
Millennium: Journal of  International Studies
Politics and Gender
Sexualities
Signs: Journal of  Women in Culture and Society
Women's Studies International Forum

These more general IR journals are also worth looking at for contemporary discussions of  
collective violence (with or without an explicit gender perspective):

Armed Forces and Society
Civil Wars
Conflict, Security and Development
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Ethics and International Affairs
International Political Sociology
International Security (rarely features discussions of  gender, but this is changing)
Journal of  Conflict Resolution
Journal of  Peace Research
Security Dialogue
Media, War and Conflict

Web Resources 

The following collection of  sites largely focus on gender, but some deal only with war and 
violence:

International Organisations, Research Groups and Think Tanks

The Boston Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights
The Institute for Inclusive Security
Institute for War and Peace Reporting 
International Crisis Group 
PeaceWomen
The Refugee Law Project
UN Women (UNIFEM)
UN Women Watch
UN Women, War and Peace
United States Institute of  Peace 

Data Resources

Human Rights Watch
UN Women and Gender Data
The WomanStats Project
Women Under Siege Sexual Violence Cases
World Bank Gender Data

Blogs

Danger Room (Wired's security blog)
The Disorder Of  Things
Feministe
Kings of  War
openSecurity
Sociological Images
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1. THINKING ABOUT SEX AND DEATH

Summary

In this first week we will take a general view of  the connections between gender and 
violence. More specifically, we are interested to understand what a gender perspective does 
to our understanding of  violence in its different forms, from 'domestic violence' to 'post-conflict' 
spaces to 'national security'. This means looking beyond war alone, but also beginning to 
consider some of  the complexities of  gender, particularly as it relates to different identities 
(or the intersection of  identities). As well as looking at varieties of  gender violence, we also 
begin in this week to think about different conceptual approaches to our topic. International 
Relations, like other academic disciplines, has over the last decades between strongly 
criticised for its lack of  attention to gender. Since this criticism has most often come from 
feminist scholars, this has also led to a series of  debates around the content and value of  
feminist analysis, as compared to traditional non-feminist inquiry, to a purportedly less-
politicised 'gender studies' or to approaches which combine gender analysis with a 
perspective on race, class or other relevant categories. The question for us will be how to 
relate all of  this to the global politics of  violence. 

Discussion Questions

1. What does feminism have to do with security studies, and vice-versa?
2. What acts should be included on a continuum of  gendered violence? What are the 

merits and risks in using the idea of  a 'continuum' in this way?
3. Is there a special method for studying gender and violence? If  so, what does it look 

like?
4. Are there distinctly 'feminist' and 'gender' approaches to world politics? How do they 

differ?
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5. What is 'intersectionality' and why does it matter?
6. What are the limits to 'gender' as a term of  analysis?
7. Is the study of  sex and death political? How?

Essential Readings

Cynthia Cockburn, 'The Continuum of  Violence: A Gendered Perspective on War and 
    Peace', in Wenona Giles and Jennifer Hyndman (eds.) Sites of  Violence: Gender and Conflict 
    Zones (Berkeley, CA: University of  California Press, 2004), pp. 24-44.

Iris Marion Young, 'The Logic of  Masculinist Protection: Reflections on the Current 
    Security State', Signs: Journal of  Women, Culture and Society, Vol. 29, No. 2 (2003), pp. 1-25.

Kimberlé Crenshaw, 'Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence   
    Against Women of  Colour', Stanford Law Review, Vol. 43, No. 6 (1991), pp. 1241–1299.

Also read at least some of  these very short contributions:

J. Ann Tickner, 'Feminist Security Studies: Celebrating an Emerging Field', Politics & Gender, 
    Vol. 7, No. 2 (2011), pp. 576-581.

Carol Cohn, '"Feminist Security Studies": Toward a Reflexive Practice', Politics & Gender, Vol.  
    7, No. 2 (2011), pp. 581-586.

Valerie M. Hudson, 'But Now Can See: One Academic's Journey to Feminist Security 
    Studies', Politics & Gender, Vol. 7, No. 2 (2011), pp. 586-590.

Annick T. R. Wibben, 'Feminist Politics in Feminist Security Studies', Politics & Gender, Vol. 7, 
    No. 2 (2011), pp. 590-595.

Lauren Wilcox, 'Beyond Sex/Gender: The Feminist Body of  Security', Politics & Gender, Vol. 
    7, No. 2 (2011), pp. 595-600.

Laura Sjoberg, 'Looking Forward, Conceptualizing Feminist Security Studies', Politics & 
    Gender, Vol. 7, No. 2 (2011), pp. 600-604.

Recommended Debate: Feminism, Gender and International Relations

R. Charli Carpenter, 'Gender Theory in World Politics: Contributions of  a Nonfeminist 
    Standpoint?',International Studies Review, Vol. 4, No. 3 (2002), pp. 153–165.

'Forum: Gender and International Relations', International Studies Review, Vol. 5, No. 2 (2003), 
    pp. 287–302.

Tickner, J. Ann, 'You Just Don't Understand: Troubled Engagements Between Feminists and 
    IR Theorists', International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 41, No. 4 (1997), pp. 611-632.

Jones, Adam, 'Does "Gender" Make the World Go Round?: Feminist Critiques of  
    International Relations', Review of  International Studies, Vol. 22, No. 4 (1996), pp. 405–429.

Carver, Terrell, Molly Cochran and Judith Squires, 'Gendering Jones: Feminisms, IRs, 
    Masculinities', Review of  International Studies, Vol. 24, No. 2 (1998), pp. 283-297.

Jones, Adam, 'Engendering Debate', Review of  International Studies, Vol. 24, No. 2 (1998), pp. 
    299–303.
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Further Readings

Ackerly, Brooke A., Maria Stern, and Jacqui True (eds) Feminist Methodologies for International 
    Relations (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006).

Blanchard, Eric, 'Gender, International Relations, and the Development of  Feminist 
    Security Theory', Signs: Journal of  Women in Culture and Society, Vol. 28, No. 4 (2003), pp. 
    1289-1312.

Brown, Wendy, 'The Impossibility of  Women’s Studies', in Edgework: Critical Essays in 
    Knowledge and Politics (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005).

Butler, Judith, 'Merely Cultural', Social Text, No. 52/53 (1997), pp. 265-277.

Buzan, Barry and Lene Hansen, The Evolution of  International Security Studies (Cambridge: 
    Cambridge University Press, 2009).

Caprioli, Mary, 'Feminist IR Theory and Quantitative Methodology: A Critical 
    Analysis', International Studies Review, Vol. 6, No. 2 (2004), pp. 253-269.

Enloe, Cynthia, Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of  International Politics(Berkeley, 
    CA: University of  California Press, 2000).

'Forum on Intersectionality', Politics and Gender, Vol. 3, No. 2 (2007), pp. 229-280. (multiple 
    contributors)

Hemmings, Clare, Why Stories Matter: The Political Grammar of  Feminist Theory (Durham, NC: 
    Duke University Press, 2011).

hooks, bell, Ain't I A Woman?: Black Women and Feminism (London: Pluto, 1987).

Hooper, Charlotte, 'Masculinities, IR and the 'Gender Variable': A Cost-Benefit Analysis for 
    (Sympathetic) Gender Sceptics', Review of  International Studies, Vol. 25, No. 3 (1999), pp. 
    475-491.

Hudson, Heidi, ''Doing' Security As Though Humans Matter: A Feminist Perspective on 
    Gender and the Politics of  Human Security', Security Dialogue, Vol. 36, No. 2 (2005), pp. 
    155-174.

Hutchings, Kimberly, '1988 and 1998: Contrast and Continuity in Feminist International 
    Relations', Millennium: Journal of  International Studies, Vol. 37, No. 1 (2008), pp. 97-105.

Keohane, Robert O., 'International Relations Theory: Contributions of  a Feminist 
    Standpoint', Millennium: Journal of  International Studies, Vol. 18, No. 2 (1989), pp. 245–253.

Keohane, Robert O., 'Beyond Dichotomy: Conversations between International Relations 
    and Feminist Theory', International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 42, No. 1 (1998), pp. 193–197.

McCall, Leslie, 'The Complexity of  Intersectionality', Signs: Journal of  Women in Culture and S
    Society, Vol. 30, No. 3 (2005), pp. 1771-1800.

Millennium: Journal of  International Studies, Vol. 17, No. 3 (1988); Vol. 27, No. 4 (1998); and Vol. 
    37, No. 1 (2008) [two special issues and a forum on gender at ten year 
    intervals in one of  the first journals to feature discussions of  feminism and 
    global politics]

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade, Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing 
    Solidarity (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2003).
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Phillips, Anne, 'What's Wrong with Essentialism?', Distinktion: Scandinavian Journal of  Social 
    Theory, Vol. 11, No. 1 (2010), pp. 47-60.

Segal, Lynne, 'Gender, War and Militarism: Making and Questioning the Links', Feminist 
    Review, No. 88 (2008), pp. 21-35.

Sjoberg, Laura, 'Introduction to Security Studies: Feminist Contributions', Security Studies, 
    Vol. 18, No. 2 (2009), pp. 183-213.

Stern, Maria and Marysia Zalewski, 'Feminist Fatigue(s): Reflections on Feminism and 
    Familiar Fables of  Militarisation', Review of  International Studies, Vol. 35, No. 3 (2009), pp. 
    611-630.

Squires, Judith and Jutta Weldes, 'Beyond Being Marginal: Gender and International 
    Relations in Britain', The British Journal of  Politics and International Relations, Vol. 9, No. 2 
    (2007), pp. 185–203.

Sylvester, Christine, 'Empathetic Cooperation: A Feminist Method For IR', Millennium: 
    Journal of  International Studies, Vol. 23, No. 2 (1994), pp. 315–334.

Sylvester, Christine, Feminist Theory and International Relations in a Postmodern Era (Cambridge: 
    Cambridge University Press, 1994).

Tickner, J. Ann, 'Continuing the Conversation', International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 42, No. 1 
    (1998), pp. 205–210.

Tickner, J. Ann, Gendering World Politics: Issues and Approaches in the Post-Cold War Era (New York, 
    NY: Columbia University Press, 2001).

Tickner, J. Ann, 'What Is Your Research Program? Some Feminist Answers to International 
    Relations Methodological Questions', International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 49, No. 1 (2005), 
     pp. 1–21.

Walby, Sylvia, Jo Armstrong and Sofia Strid, 'Intersectionality: Multiple Inequalities in 
    Social Theory', Sociology, Vol. 46, No. 2 (2012), pp. 224-240.

Wibben, Annick, 'Feminist Security Studies' in Victor Mauer and Myriam Dunn Cavelty 
    (eds) The Routledge Handbook of  Security Studies (London: Routledge, 2009).

Wibben, Annick, Feminist Security Studies: A Narrative Approach (London: Routledge, 2011).

Young, Iris Marion, 'Gender as Seriality: Thinking About Women as a Social 
    Collective', Signs: Journal of  Women in Culture and Society, Vol. 19, No. 3 (1994), pp. 713-738.

Yuval-Davis, Nira, 'Intersectionality and Feminist Politics', European Journal of  Women's Studies, 
    Vol. 13, No. 3 (2006), pp. 193-209.

Zalewski, Marysia, '"Well, What is the Feminist Perspective on Bosnia?"', International Affairs, 
    Vol. 71, No. 2 (1995), pp. 339-356.

Non-Feminist Readings on War and Security (you may find these useful as 
contrasting approaches, but you can also draw on readings from other conflict and security 
modules)

Barkawi, Tarak and Shane Brighton, 'Powers of  War: Fighting, Knowledge and 
    Critique', International Political Sociology, Vol. 5, No. 2 (2011), pp. 126-143. 
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Booth, Ken, 'Security and Emancipation', Review of  International Studies, Vol. 17, No. 4 (1991), 
    pp. 313-326.

Buzan, Barry, Ole Wæver and Jaap de Wilde, Security: A New Framework for Analysis (Boulder, 
    CO: Lynne Rienner, 1997).

C.A.S.E. Collective, 'Critical Approaches to Security in Europe: A Networked 
    Manifesto', Security Dialogue, Vol. 37, No. 4 (2006), pp. 443-487.

Campbell, David, Writing Security: United States Foreign Policy and the Politics of  Identity, Revised 
    Edition (Minneapolis, MN: University of  Minnesota Press, 1998)

Neocleous, Mark, Critique of  Security (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2008).

Paris, Roland, 'Human Security: Paradigm Shift or Hot Air?', International Security, Vol. 26, 
    No. 2 (2001), pp. 87-102.

Rothschild, Emma, 'What Is Security?', Daedalus, Vol. 124, No. 3 (1995), pp. 53-98.

Waltz, Kenneth N., Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New York, NY: Columbia 
    University Press, 2001).

Williams, Michael C., 'Words, Images, Enemies: Securitization and International 
    Politics', International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 47, No. 4 (2003), pp. 511-531.

Wolfers, Arnold, '"National Security" as an Ambiguous Symbol', Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 
    67, No. 4 (1952), pp. 481-502.
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2. GENDER IN WAR, CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Summary

In this second week we turn to theoretical and historical questions about the relationship 
between gender in peace and in war. It is commonly claimed that the 'domestic' character of  
states (their political systems, economic models and territorial history) influence and even 
determine how and when they fight with other states (for example, in the idea that 
democracies do not go to war with each other). Gender and feminist analyses extend this 
view to historical relationships between men and women, and so try to understand how 
different internal gender arrangements might affect external politics. But peacetime society 
and culture does not only shape war-making: it is also shaped in turn by war. This is most 
famously the case in relation to changing patterns of  labour during the World Wars. We will 
examine two texts on those changes (Milkman and Higonnet and Higonett), before turning 
to a more contemporary analysis of  militarism, gender and society (Enloe) and a broad 
account of  the transformation of  voting rights in the 20th century (Towns). This will leave us 
with a better sense of  how war has been historically linked to gender labour, equality and 
rights. And in a still wider sense, these are questions that open up the relationship of  women 
and men to nationalism, the state and the conditions for peace.

Discussion Questions

1. In what ways did World War II transform the role of  women? What were the limits of  
these changes?

2. Does the idea of  a 'double helix' help us make sense of  the history of  gender and 
war?

3. What does soup have to do with war?
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4. How and why did women's suffrage spread in the 20th century?
5. Considering these four readings together, what do we learn about, and what problems 

arise in the study of, war, militarism, gender and society?

Essential Readings

Ruth Milkman, 'Redefining "Women's Work": War Mobilisation and the Sexual Division of  
    Labour', in Gender at Work: The Dynamics of  Job Segregation by Sex During World War 
    II (Urbana, IL: University of  Illinois Press, 1987)

Margaret R. Higonnet and Patrice L.-R. Higonnet, 'The Double Helix', in Margaret R. 
    Higonnet et al. (eds.) Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two World Wars (New Haven, CN: Yale 
    University Press, 1987), pp. 31-47.

Cynthia Enloe, 'How Do They Militarize a Can of  Soup?', in Maneuvers: The International 
    Politics of  Militarizing Women's Lives (Berkeley, CA: University of  California Press, 2000), pp. 
    1-34.

Ann E. Towns, 'Women's Suffrage and the Standards of  Civilization', in Women and States: 
    Norms and Hierarchies in International Society (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 
    pp. 81-121.

Further Resources

The History Channel on American women in World War II: 
http://www.history.com/topics/american-women-in-world-war-ii/interactives/inside-wwii-
interactive

A graphically-dated but excellent Library of  Congree video on Rosie the Riveter: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04VNBM1PqR8 

A 1940s Signal Corps information video on women in the military: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enYgk47gQi8 

Further Readings

Ashworth, Lucian M., 'Feminism, War and the Prospects for Peace: Helena Swanwick 
    (1864-1939) and the Lost Feminists of  Inter-War International Relations', International 
    Feminist Journal of  Politics, Vol. 13, No. 1 (2011), pp. 25-43.

Caprioli, Mary and Mark A. Boyer, 'Gender, Violence, and International Crisis', The Journal 
    of  Conflict Resolution, Vol. 45, No. 4 (2001), pp. 503-518.
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3. IMPERIAL GENDER 

Summary

Last week focused on how gender politics within states are affected by war, and how war and 
conflict may effect them in turn. Following on from Ann Towns' account of  global 
hierarchies, we now turn to one historical co-implication of  gender and violence: that of  
empire and imperialism. We are interested not only in the imperial past, but also on its 
legacy and transformation in the present. Anne McClintock's rich analysis of  imperial 
gender, and its relationship to other aspects of  the social world, such as the family and the 
rise of  commodities, provides the background for that discussion. Heather Streets' account 
of  'martial races' in the British Empire adds another concrete example of  empire's effects. 
Patricia Owens offers an updated account of  the links between knowledge of  the Oriental 
other and violence via a reading the Abu Ghraib torture scandal. Finally, Chandra 
Mohanty's criticism of  feminism in terms of  its relationship to coloniality connects 
substantive accounts of  imperial gender with the more general questions of  intersectionality 
which we began to think about in the first week.

Discussion Questions

1. How is gender related to colonialism and its legacies?
2. Consider McClintock's claims about the connection of  commodities, empire and 

gender and Streets' view of  the connection between military strategy, race and 
gender. How convincing do you find their arguments?

3. Are contemporary examples of  gendered violence imperial? If  so, how?
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4. Can we talk of  'orientalism' or 'colonial discourse' in our thinking about gender? 
What are the implications of  such a critique?

5. Is (some) feminism and gender rights activism a kind of  colonial discourse? How?

Essential Readings
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    Sexualities in Contemporary India (Seagull Books, 2007).

Dawson, Graham, Soldier Heroes: British Adventure, Empire and the Imagining of  
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4. MILITARIES AND MASCULINITIES 

Summary

This week we turn to the first in a series of  contemporary sites where gender meets violence. 
We start with the place of  men in militaries, or, more specifically, the idea of  military 
masculinity - which means taking in more than just biological 'men'. The central contention 
of  this literature is that there is a specific social construction (or a series of  linked social 
constructions) which governs appropriate behaviours in certain settings, and which is 
assigned the name of  'masculinity'. Sandra Whitworth provides a clear introduction to many 
of  these ideas in her analysis of  men in UN peacekeeping. But this idea has also been 
refined and challenged in a number of  ways, whether in terms of  how masculinities are 
constructed (Belkin) or of  how they function in different military settings (Higate). We will 
also look at an analysis of  how masculinity and heteronormativity may be bad for men 
(Jones) and debate whether, and how, men benefit systematically from militaries, male 
identity and violence.

Discussion Questions

1. What is military masculinity? How is it different from other forms of  masculinity?
2. What is the relationship between 'military masculinity' and 'men'? Try and think of  

some examples?
3. Is it more useful to think of  masculinity in terms of  hierarchies or brotherhoods?
4. How are homosexuality and heterosexuality related to military culture?
5. Is military masculinity bad for men? According to what measures?
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Adam Jones, 'Straight as a Rule: Heteronormativity, Gendercide, and the Noncombatant 
    Male', Men and Masculinities, Vol. 8, No. 4 (2006), pp. 451-469.
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Anand, Dibyesh, 'Anxious Sexualities: Masculinity, Nationalism and Violence', The British 
    Journal of  Politics and International Relations, Vol. 9, No. 2 (2007), pp. 257-269. 
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    Cultural Research, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2004), pp. 51-74.

Carver, Terrell, Gender Is Not A Synonym For Woman (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 1996).
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    No. 4 (2008). pp. 389-404.

Hutchings, Kimberly, 'Cognitive Shortcuts: Masculinity Discourses in Theories of  
    Contemporary International Relations', in Jane L. Parpart and Marysia Zalewski 
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    Books, 2008), pp. 23–46.
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    in International Relations (London: Zed Books, 2008).

Streicher, Ruth, 'Fashioning the Gentlemanly State: The Curious Charm of  the Military 
    Uniform in Southern Thailand', International Feminist Journal of  Politics, Vol. 14, No. 4 
    (2012), pp. 470-488.
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5. WOMEN AT WAR 

Summary

It is often assumed that war-making is not only inherently masculine, but also restricted to 
men. However, this close associated has come under repeated challenge, and in this week we 
turn to the relationship of  women to war, and to the contrasting politics of  'masculinity' and 
'femininity' as shifting constructions for understanding violence. On the one hand, this 
requires an analysis of  the role that women have historically played in violence (Goldstein 
and Alison). But it will also lead us to look at where women have adopted what are usually 
thought of  as 'masculine' roles, and where men have in turn become 'feminised' (Ortega). 
We will ask how representative such examples are, how they matter, and what relation they 
might have to policy debates about women and war, for example in the exclusion of  women 
from combat roles in many Western armies, particularly those of  the United States of  
America (MacKenzie). Instead of  a controversy discussion, the last part of  the class will be 
given over to a presentation by Dr Synne Lastaad Dyvik on Female Engagement Teams, 
followed by a Q&A (so you may wish to read up on these all-female units before the class).

Discussion Questions 

1. What is 'the historical record' of  female combatants? What can we conclude from it? 
And are there any limits to what lessons we can learn?

2. Considering also last week's discussion of  masculinity, what does it mean to 'gender 
security'?

3. How close is the associated relationship between 'women' and 'femininity' in times of  
war?
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4. Should women be excluded from combat roles in today's armies?
5. Can violence be good for women?

Essential Readings

Joshua S. Goldstein, 'Women Warriors: The Historical Record of  Female Combatants', 
    in War and Gender: How Gender Shapes the War System and Vice Versa (Cambridge: Cambridge 
    University Press, 2001), pp. 59-127.

Miranda Alison, 'Women as Agents of  Political Violence: Gendering Security', Security 
    Dialogue, Vol. 35, No. 4 (2004), pp. 447-463.

Luisa Maria Dietrich Ortega, 'Looking Beyond Violent Militarized Masculinities: Guerrilla 
    Gender Regimes in Latin America', International Feminist Journal of  Politics, Vol. 14, No. 4 
    (2012), pp. 489-507.

Megan H. MacKenzie, 'Let Women Fight: Ending the US Military's Female Combat 
    Ban', Foreign Affairs, Vol. 91, No.6 (2012), pp. 32-42.

Further Resources

Major Sergeant Julia L. Watson, 'Female Engagement Teams: The Case for More Female 
Civil Affairs Marines', Marine Corps Gazette [note images and references at foot of  
    article]

Annick Wibben and Keally McBride, 'Counterinsurgency and Gender: The Case of  the 
Female Engagement Teams', e-IR, 17 July 2012

Paul Kirby, 'Female Terrain Systems: Engagement Officers, Militarism and Lady Flows', The 
    Disorder Of  Things, 4 November 2012

Laura Sjoberg, 'What's Wrong with FETs?: Thoughts from Gendering Global Conflict', The 
    Duck Of  Minerva, 16 October 2013

Discussion regarding the female combat ban on Melissa Harris-Perry's show with members 
of Service Women's Action Network (SWAN).

Lawsuit brought by a number of  female marines and SWAN against Leon Panetta 
(http://servicewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/HegarvPanettacomplaint.pdf) on 
the grounds that the female combat ban was unconstitutional, November 2012

Coverage of  the lawsuit in Time and the Los Angeles Times.

Tom Bowman, 'Marines: Most Female Recruits Don't Meet New Pullup Standard', National 
    Public Radio, 27 December 2013

Edward H. Carpenter, 'Apples and Oranges and Women in the Military', The Duck Of  
    Minerva, 6 February 2013

White House promotional video on Female Engagement Teams: 
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0kLp9RkGF8 
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Further Readings:

Åhäll, Linda, 'The Writing of  Heroines: Motherhood and Female Agency in Political 
    Violence', Security Dialogue, Vol. 43, No. 4 (2012), pp. 287-303.

Åhäll, Linda, 'Motherhood, Myth and Gendered Agency in Political Violence', International 
    Feminist Journal of  Politics, Vol. 14, No. 1 (2012), pp. 103-120.

Alison, Miranda, 'Cogs in the Wheel?: Women in the Liberation Tigers of  Tamil 
    Eelam', Civil Wars, Vol. 6, No. 4 (2003), pp. 37-54.

Alpern, Stanley B., Amazons of  Black Sparta: The Women Warriors of  Dahomey (London: Hurst, 
    2011).

Barry, Ben, 'Women in Combat', Survival, Vol. 55, No. 2 (2013), pp. 19-30.

Bloom, Mia, 'Female Suicide Bombers: A Global Trend', Daedalus, Vol. 136, No. 1 (2007), 
    pp. 94-102.

Bloom, Mia, Bombshell: The Many Faces of  Women Terrorists (London: Hurst, 2011).

Campbell, D'Ann, 'Women in Combat: The World War II Experience in the United States, 
    Great Britain, Germany and the Soviet Union', The Journal of  Military History, Vol. 57, No. 
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6. QUEER WARS 

Summary

'Queer' has many meanings, and in this week we will investigate several of  them. Although 
associated in everyday speech with an insult directed towards (suspected) homosexuals, in 
academia and activism it has over the last decades come to mean not only attention to the 
lives and experiences of  lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans* (LGBT) people, but also to an 
entire way of  looking at the world. As struggles for gay rights have progressed, criticisms 
have also emerged of  how that discourse has become assimilated into more traditional 
notions of  state power and global hierarchy. 

These complexities demand a somewhat lengthier collection of  essential readings than 
might be the case in other weeks. Thus we move through an account of  a conscious attempt 
to queer the nation and subvert 1990s homophobia (Berlant and Freeman) to the much 
more recent idea of  homonationalism (Puar and Rai), the relationship between ideas of  gay 
rights and Orientalist politics (Massad), the idea of  a queer approach to contemporary issues 
of  sexuality and violence (Rao), and finally to the thus-far unexamined role of  trans* 
questions in security studies (Shepherd and Sjoberg). We will have grounds to revisit some of  
our discussion of  imperialism and homosexuality from Week 3 in light of  some of  these 
arguments. Reflecting last week's discussion of  female soldiering today, our controversy is 
homosexuality in the US military, both before and after the repeal of  the policy of  'Don't 
Ask, Don't Tell'. 
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Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean to have a 'queer' approach to war and politics?
2. What do we learn from the transition from Queer Nation (as analysed by Berlant and 

Freeman) to Homonationalism (as diagnosed by Puar and Rai)?
3. Have gay rights today become complicit in homonationalism and/or orientalism? If  

so, how?
4. How does a trans* perspective change our understanding of  security? What might it 

add to existing ideas of  gender and sexual equality?
5. Why have militaries been so reluctant to allow gay men to serve openly?

Essential Readings

Laurent Berlant and Elizabeth Freeman, 'Queer Nationality', boundary 2, Vol. 19, No. 1 
    (1992), pp. 149-180.

Jasbir K. Puar and Amit S. Rai, 'Monster, Terrorist, Fag: The War on Terrorism and the 
    Production of  Docile Patriots', Social Text, Vol. 20, No. 3 (2002), pp. 117-148.

Joseph Massad, 'Re-Orientating Desire: The Gay International and the Arab World', Public 
    Culture, Vol. 14, No. 2 (2002), pp. 361-385.

Rahul Rao, 'Queer in the Time of  Terror', in Third World Protest: Between Home and the 
    World (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), pp. 173-195.

Laura J. Shepherd and Laura Sjoberg, 'Trans-Bodies In/Of  War(s): Cisprivilege and 
    Contemporary Security Strategy', Feminist Review, No. 101 (2012), pp. 5-23.

Controversy: Homosexuality in the US Military

Elizabeth Kier, 'Homosexuals in the US Military: Open Integration and Combat 
    Effectiveness', International Security, Vol. 23, No. 2 (1998), pp. 5-39

Tarak Barkawi, Christopher Dandeker, Melissa Wells-Petry and Elizabeth Kier, 'Rights and 
    Fights: Sexual Orientation and Military Effectiveness', International Security, Vol. 24, No. 1 
    (1999), pp. 181-201.

Judith Butler, 'Contagious Word: Paranoia and "Homosexuality" in the Military', in Excitable 
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Aaron Belkin et al. One Year Out: An Assessment of  DADT Repeal's Impact on Military 
    Readiness (Palm Center, September 2012)

Further Resources

Aaron Belkin discusses the repeal of  Don't Ask, Don't Tell on DemocracyNow!: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0tNyYGUtuI 

Lieutenant Dan Choi, 'Made To Be Broken': https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBpweLRwrjc 

A DemocracyNow! Debate on militarism and Don't Ask, Don't Tell: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Qp0V5Juh1c (Part One) 
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    Review, No. 100 (2008), pp. 120-143.
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7. WARTIME SEXUAL VIOLENCE 

Summary

Of  all aspects of  gendered violence, war rape has perhaps received the most attention. This 
has particularly been so in recent years, with the idea of  rape as a weapon of  war being 
adopted on a wide scale. In this week, we will focus on and unpack this idea in several stages. 
First, we will look at a classic statement of  why we should think of  rape as a 'cultural' act, as 
a deliberate tactic and as importantly linked to war as a political act (Seifert). This will be 
followed by a close analysis of  how combatants and perpetrators themselves represent 
wartime sexual violence in one contemporary conflict (Eriksson Baaz and Stern). The final 
two readings will then further complicate some common claims about rape in war, either by 
challenging the idea of  it as directly instrumental (Buss) or by arguing for an analysis of  
variation in rape in different contexts (Wood). Our controversy focuses on the politics of  
measuring and representing rape, and on one recent bold claim about the historical pattern 
of  war rape.

Discussion Questions

1. What possible explanations are there for the occurrence of  sexual violence in war and 
conflict settings?

2. Is rape a weapon of  war? If  so, how?
3. Can we draw any firm conclusions about global patterns of  wartime sexual violence?
4. Are there political or analytical problems with recent attention to wartime sexual 

violence?
5. How is war rape connected to other forms of  gender violence?
6. What should we do about wartime sexual violence?
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Essential Readings

Ruth Seifert, 'The Second Front: The Logic of  Sexual Violence in Wars', Women's Studies 
    International Forum, Vol. 19, No. 1/2 (1996), pp. 35-43.

Maria Eriksson Baaz and Maria Stern, 'Why Do Soldiers Rape?: Masculinity, Violence, and 
    Sexuality in the Armed Forces in the Congo (DRC)', International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 53, 
    No. 2 (2009), pp. 495-518.

Doris E. Buss, 'Rethinking 'Rape as a Weapon of  War'', Feminist Legal Studies, Vol. 17, No. 2 
    (2009), pp. 145-163.

Elisabeth Jean Wood, 'Armed Groups and Sexual Violence: When Is Wartime Rape 
    Rare?', Politics & Society, Vol. 37, No. 1 (2009), pp. 131–161.

Controversy: The Politics of  Representing War Rape

Dara Kay Cohen and Amelia Hoover Green, 'Dueling Incentives: Sexual Violence in 
    Liberia and the Politics of  Human Rights Advocacy', Journal of  Peace Research, Vol. 49, No. 
    3 (2012), pp. 445–458.

Tia Palermo and Amber Peterman, 'Undercounting, Overcounting and the Longevity of  
    Flawed Estimates: Statistics on Sexual Violence in Conflict', Bulletin of  the World Health 
    Organization, Vol. 89, No. 12 (2011), pp. 924–925.

The Human Security Report Project, Human Security Report 2012: Sexual Violence, Education and 
    War: Beyond the Mainstream Narrative (Simon Fraser University, 2012), Chapters 1 and 2.

Responses to the Human Security Report 
(the below and others are collected at the HSR2012 Tumblr):

Lauren Wolfe, 'Rape in War: Are We Getting It Wrong?', Women Under Siege, 10 October 
2012

Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, 'Some Caution in Reading the Human Security Report', IntLawGrrls, 
15 October 2012

Megan MacKenzie, 'War Rape is Not Declining', The Duck Of  Minerva, 17 October 2012

Andrew Mack, 'A Rejoinder to Megan MacKenzie', The Duck Of  Minerva, 19 October 2012

Paul Kirby, 'The Cursory Pedant: War Rape, the Human Security Report and the 
Calculation of  Violence', The Disorder Of  Things, 24 October 2012

Amelia Hoover Green, Dara Kay Cohen and Elisabeth Jean Wood, 'What's Wrongs with the 
Human Security Report and the "Global Decline Claim"?', The Duck Of  Minerva, 1 
November 2012

Andrew Mack, 'Global Trends in Conflict-Related Sexual Violence: A Response to Green, 
Cohen, and Wood', The Duck Of  Minerva, 14 November 2012
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Further Resources 

Stop Rape Now: a website and campaign by the UN against sexual violence in conflict
Some recent documentaries about wartime sexual violence (some available online):

Another War (2010): a film by the Norwegian Refugee Council about rape in Liberia. 

The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo (2007): an American film-maker travels to the DRC 
and interviews combatants and perpetrators.

The Invisible War (2012): a documentary about rape within the US military.

Gender Against Men (2009): a documentary from the Refugee Law Project in Uganda

Further Readings

Allen, Beverly, Rape Warfare: The Hidden Genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia (Minneapolis, 
    MN: University of  Minnesota Press, 1996).

Boose, Lynda E., 'Crossing the River Drina: Bosnian Rape Camps, Turkish Impalement, 
    and Serb Cultural Memory', Signs: Journal of  Women in Culture and Society, Vol. 28, Vol. 1 
    (2002), pp. 71–96.

Brownmiller, Susan, Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1975).

Buss, Doris E., 'The Curious Visibility of  Wartime Rape: Gender and Ethnicity in 
    International Criminal Law', Windsor Yearbook of  Access to Justice, Vol. 25 (2007), pp. 3–22.

Butler, Christopher K., Tali Gluch, and Neil J. Mitchell, 'Security Forces and Sexual 
    Violence: A Cross-National Analysis of  a Principal-Agent Argument', Journal of  Peace 
    Research, Vol. 44, No. 6 (2007), pp. 669–687.

Cahill, Ann J., Rethinking Rape (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2001).

Card, Claudia, 'Rape as a Weapon of  War', Hypatia: A Journal of  Feminist Philosophy, Vol.11, 
    No. 4 (1996), pp. 5–18.

Carpenter, R. Charli, 'Recognizing Gender-Based Violence Against Civilian Men and Boys 
    in Conflict Situations', Security Dialogue, Vol. 37, No. 1 (2006), pp. 83-103.

Cohen, Dara Kay, 'Female Combatants and the Perpetration of  Violence: Wartime Rape in 
    the Sierra Leone War', World Politics, Vol. 65, No. 3 (2013), pp. 383-415.

Diken, Bülent and Carsten Bagge Laustsen, 'Becoming Abject: Rape as a Weapon of  
    War', Body and Society, Vol. 11, No. 1 (2005), pp. 111–128. 

Engle, Karen, 'Feminism and Its (Dis)Contents: Criminalizing Wartime Rape in Bosnia and 
    Herzegovina', The American Journal of  International Law, Vol. 99, No. 4 (2005), pp. 778–816.

Eriksson Baaz, Maria and Maria Stern, The Complexity of  Violence: A Critical Analysis of  Sexual 
    Violence in the Democratic Republic of  Congo (DRC) (Uppsala: SIDA, 2010).

Eriksson Baaz, Maria and Maria Stern, Sexual Violence as a Weapon of  War?: Perceptions, 
    Prescriptions and Problems in the Congo and Beyond (London: Zed, 2013).

Hansen, Lene, 'Gender, Nation, Rape: Bosnia and the Construction of  Security', International  
    Feminist Journal of  Politics, Vol. 3, No. 1 (2001), pp. 55–75.
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Harrington, Carol, Politicization of  Sexual Violence: From Abolitionism to Peacekeeping (London: 
    Ashgate, 2010).

Henry, Nicola, War and Rape: Law, Memory and Justice (London: Routledge, 2011).

Human Rights Watch, The War Within The War: Sexual Violence Against Women and Girls in 
    Eastern Congo (New York, NY: Human Rights Watch, 2002).
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    Violence (London: Zed Books, 2001), pp. 55-88

Weaver, Gina Marie, Ideologies of  Forgetting: Rape in the Vietnam War (Albany, NY: State 
    University of  New York Press, 2010).

Wood, Elisabeth Jean, 'Variation in Sexual Violence During War', Politics and Society, Vol. 34, 
    No. 3 (2006), pp. 307–342.

Žarkov, Dubravka, The Body Of  War: Media, Ethnicity, and Gender in the Break-up of  
    Yugoslavia (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2007).
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8. GENDERCIDE AND FEMICIDE 

Summary

Having examined the complexities of  wartime sexual violence, we turn to other, more 
diffuse forms of  gendered killing. These exist not just in situations of  war and social conflict, 
but also situations of  nominal peace, indeed of  political stability and economic prosperity. 
Whilst we have examined many forms of  gendered violence already, the acts analysed in this 
week share the special characteristic of  being aimed at the elimination of  persons on the 
basis of  their gender, either because they are perceived as combatants by virtue of  their 
gender identity alone (Carpenter), because the society they live in does not value the gender 
they possess at birth (Sen and Hudson), because they are victimised in a particular socio-
economic situation as adults (Rodriguez) or because they are victims of  attacks apparently 
based on the special status they are expected to hold within families and communities (Abu-
Lughod).

Discussion Questions

1. What are the forms taken by sex-selective killing? How are they similar, and how 
different?

2. Does the mass killing of  men in the Balkans change how we think about gendered 
harms in war? How, and with what consequences?

3. Why does femicide persist?
4. Is gendercide and femicide the problem of  particular cultures or societies? Which 
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ones?
5. Is femicide in Mexico linked to neoliberalism? 
6. What are the limits to the idea of  femicide in the case of  Ciudad Juárez?
7. How robust is the idea of  'honour crime'? Should such acts be considered on the 

same spectrum as femicide and gendercide?

Essential Readings

R. Charli Carpenter, '"Women and Children First": Gender, Norms, and Humanitarian 
    Evacuation in the Balkans, 1991-95', International Organization, Vol. 57, No. 4 (2003), pp. 
    661-694.

Amartya Sen, 'More Than 100 Million Women Are Missing', New York Review of  Books, Vol. 
    37, No. 2 (1990).

Valerie M. Hudson, 'The Missing Girls of  China and India: What Is Being Done?', 
    Cumberland Law Review, Vol. 41, No. 1 (2009), pp. 67-78.

Sergio Gonzalez Rodriguez, 'Assembly/Global City' and 'Femicide Machine', in The Femicide  
    Machine (Los Angeles, CA: Semiotext(e), 2012), pp. 26-39, 71-98. 

Lila Abu-Lughod, 'Seductions of  the 'Honor Crime'', differences: A Journal of  Feminist Cultural 
    Studies, Vol. 22, No. 1 (2011), pp. 17-63.

Controversy: Femicide and Neoliberalism in Ciudad Juárez

Lydia Alpizar, 'Impunity and Women's Rights in Ciudad Juárez', Human Rights Dialogue, Vol. 
    2, No. 10 (2003).

Amnesty International, Mexico: Intolerable Killings: 10 Years of  Abductions and Murders of  Women in 
Ciudad Juárez and Chihuahua     (2003).

Evelyn Nieves, 'To Work and Die in Juárez', Mother Jones, (May/June 2002).

'The Exchange: Charles Bowden on Juárez, "Murder City"', The New Yorker, 24 May 2010

Melissa W. Wright, 'Necropolitics, Narcopolitics, and Femicide: Gendered Violence on the 
    US-Mexico Border', Signs: Journal of  Women in Culture and Society, Vol. 36, No. 3 (2011), pp. 
    707-731.

Shae Garwood, 'Working to Death: Gender, Labour and Violence in Ciudad Juárez, 
    Mexico', Peace, Conflict and Development, No. 2 (2002)

The Vice Guide to the Female Journalists of  Juarez, July 2012

Further Resources

Holly Watt, Claire Newell and Zahra Khimji, 'Abortion Investigation: Available on Demand 
- An abortion if  it's a boy you wanted', The Telegraph, 23 February 2012

'Sex-Selective Abortion "Widely Practiced" by UK Ethnic Groups', Huffington Post, 15 
January 2014

Rahil Gupta, 'On sex-selective abortion, we must not make a fetish of  choice', The Guardian, 
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Frances Ryan, 'Campaigns against sex-selective abortion are misogyny disguised as 
feminism', The New Statesman, 16 January 2014
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Baxi, Pratiksha, Shirin M. Rai and Shaheen Sardar Ali, 'Legacies of  Common Law: 'Crimes 
    of  Honour' in India and Pakistan', Third World Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 7 (2006), pp. 1239-
    1253.

Buchanan, David, 'Gendercide and Human Rights', Journal of  Genocide Research, Vol. 4, No. 1 
    (2002), pp. 95-108.

Bumiller, Elisabeth, May You Be The Mother Of  A Hundred Sons: A Journey Among the Women of  
    India (Fawcett, 1991).

Carey, David and M. Gabriela Torres, 'Precursors to Femicide: Guatemalan Women in a 
    Vortex of  Violence', Latin American Research Review, Vol. 45, No. 3 (2010), pp. 142-164.

Dyson, Tim, 'Causes and Consequences of  Skewed Sex Ratios', Annual Review of  Sociology, 
    Vol. 38 (2012), pp. 443-461.

Epstein, Cynthia Fuchs, 'Great Divides: The Cultural Cognitive, and Social Bases of  the 
    Global Subordination of  Women', American Sociological Review, Vol. 72, No. 1 (2007), pp. 1-
    22.

Fong, Vanessa L., Only Hope: Coming of  Age Under China's One Child Policy (Stanford, CA: 
    Stanford University Press, 2004).

Fong, Vanessa L., 'China's One Child Policy and the Empowerment of  Urban Daughters', 
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Fregoso, Rosa-Linda and Cynthia Bejarano (eds.) Terrorizing Women: Feminicide in the 
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    Population and Development Review, Vol. 29, No. 2 (2003), pp. 163-196.

Gupta, Monica Das, 'Explaining Asia's "Missing Women": A New Look at the Data', 
    Population and Development Review, Vol. 31, No. 3 (2005), pp. 529-535.

Holter, Oystein Gullvag, 'A Theory of  Gendercide', Journal of  Genocide Research, Vol. 4, No. 1 
    (2002), pp. 11-38.

Hudson, Valerie M. and Andrea M. den Boer, Bare Branches: The Security Implications of  Asia's 
    Surplus Male Population (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2004).

Hvistendahl, Mara, Unnatural Selection: Choosing Boys Over Girls, and the Consequences of  a World 
   Full of  Men (PublicAffairs, 2012).

Jones, Adam (ed.), Gendercide and Genocide (Vanderbilt University Press, 2004).[this collects 
    together papers previously published as articles, many of  which are also 
    listed individually here]

Jones, Adam, 'Why Gendercide? Why Root-and-Branch?: A Comparison of  the Vendée 
    Uprising of  1793-94 and the Bosnian War of  the 1990s', Journal of  Genocide Research, Vol. 
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    8, No. 1 (2006), pp. 9-25.
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    Lea Biason (eds.), Women in an Insecure World (Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of 
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Welchman, Lynn and Sara Hossain (eds.) 'Honour': Crimes, Paradigms, and Violence Against 
    Women (London: Zed, 2005).
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    566.

39



9. PREPARING FOR THE ASSESSED ESSAY 

This module is assessed by a 7,000 word assessed essay on questions created by students, 
but agreed with the convener (me) by Week 12. Questions must be on a topic covered in this 
module.

In this session, we will begin work on these essays. In preparation, think about the topics we 
have covered so far, and have a look at the topics still to come. Think about which topic you 
are most interested in, and which specific issue or sub-theme within that topic you would like 
to write about. If  there is more than one topic that interests you, prepare a short list.

Before the seminar, sketch out some ideas and notes for each of  the topics that you are 
interested in. If  you can, draft a few questions that might serve as the basis for the essay. 
Begin to think about what literatures need to be included in the answer to the question. 
What material is perhaps related but not absolutely necessary to an answer to this question? 

During the session, we will explore issues around choosing a topic and structuring an answer, 
and on managing your work load. There will be an opportunity to discuss specific essay 
ideas, so do come prepared. This week and next will both also serve as an opportunity to 
catch up on reading.

Essays should use Chicago (footnote), Harvard or American Sociological Association (both 
in-text) referencing system. The important thing is for the referencing to be consistent.

10. NO CLASS: ESSAY WORK

In this week, we will not meet for a class. Instead, this is an opportunity to conduct further 
research for your assessed essay and to develop a detailed essay plan. Extended office hours will 
be available in the final weeks for discussion of  the plans and advice before the submission of  
the assessment in May.
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11. SEX INDUSTRIES AT WAR AND PEACE 

Summary

This week deals with a number of  related, but not synonymous, issues: prostitution, sex 
trafficking and human trafficking. In turn, each of  these areas is subject to considerable 
dispute, right down to conflicts over terminology itself  ('sex work', 'slavery', 'trafficking', and 
so on). Each is also ambiguously related to exploitation and organised violence: for example, 
military prostitution clearly intersects with the hierarchies of  armed force, but it is not 
necessarily the direct result of  violence, and may even be less related to violence that are 
more apparently 'peacetime' examples of  migration or sex work. Such debates also take 
place against the background of  controversies in philosophy and political theory: for 
example, is there something specially wrong about treating human bodies as commodities.

Discussion Questions

1. Is prostitution a special kind of  harm?
2. In what ways is sex work militarised?
3. Is Weitzer right about sex-trafficking campaigns? How can better understand the 

realities of  exploitation, migration, trafficking and labour?
4. What do we learn from the example of  male sex work in San Francisco?
5. How should ethical conclusions about prostitution and trafficking influence how we 

study them?
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Essential Readings

Anne Phillips, 'It's My Body and I'll Do What I Like With It: Bodies as Objects and 
    Property', Political Theory, Vol. 39, No. 6 (2011), pp. 724-748.

Katharine H. S. Moon, 'Partners in Prostitution', in Sex Among Allies: Prostitution in US-Korea 
    Relations (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1997), pp. 17-47.

Ronald Weitzer, 'The Social Construction of  Sex Trafficking: Ideology and 
    Institutionalization of  a Moral Crusade', Politics & Society, Vol. 35, No. 3 (2007), pp. 447-
    475.

Smith, Nicola J., 'Body Issues: The Political Economy of  Male Sex Work', Sexualities, Vol. 15, 
    No. 5-6 (2012), pp. 586-603.

Controversy: Global Governance and Sex Trafficking

Jo Doezema, 'Now You See Her, Now You Don't: Sex Workers at the UN Trafficking 
    Protocol Negotiation', Social and Legal Studies: An International Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1 (2005), 
    pp. 61-89.

Janet Halley, Prabha Kotiswaran, Hila Shamir and Chantal Thomas, 'From the 
    International to the Local in Feminist Legal Responses to Prostitution/Sex Work, and Sex 
    Trafficking: Four Studies in Contemporary Governance Feminism', Harvard Journal of  Law 
    and Gender, Vol. 29, No. 2 (2006), pp. 336-423.

BBC World Trafficking Debate, January 2011 (watch all five parts)

See also examples of  official documents on the sex trade and human trafficking from 
national and international bodies, for example the UK Home Office's First Annual Report of  
the Inter-Departmental Ministerial Group on Human Trafficking (October 2012)

Further Resources

Trafficking: New Slave Trade or Moral Panic?, a 2010 London debate on trafficking and feminism: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H44IyOJgLnU

Stacely Dooley Investigates: Sex Trafficking in Cambodia, BBC3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NJzI1_jX5RI

Further Readings

Agathangelou, Anna M. and L.H.M. Ling, 'Desire Industries: Sex Trafficking, UN 
    Peacekeeping, and the Neo-Liberal World Order', Brown Journal of  World Affairs, Vol. 10, 
    No. 1 (2004), pp. 133-148.

Agustin, Laura Maria, 'The Cultural Study of  Commercial Sex', Sexualities, Vol. 8, No. 5 
    (2005), pp. 618-631,

Agustin, Laura Maria, Sex at the Margins: Migration, Labour Markets and the Rescue 
    Industry (London: Zed, 2007).
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Andrijasevic, Rutvica, 'Beautiful Dead Bodies: Gender, Migration and Representation in 
    Anti-Trafficking Campaigns', Feminist Review, Vol. 86 (2007), pp. 24-44.

Aradau, Claudia, 'The Perverse Politics of  Four-Letter Words: Risk and Pity in the 
    Securitisation of  Human Trafficking', Millennium: Journal of  International Studies, Vol. 33, 
    No. 2 (2004), pp. 251-277.

Aradau, Claudia, Rethinking Trafficking in Women: Politics Out of  Security (Basingstoke: Palgrave  
    Macmillan, 2008).

Bernstein, Elizabeth, 'Sex Work for the Middle Classes', Sexualities, Vol. 10, No. 4 (2007), pp. 
    473-488.

Bernstein, Elizabeth, Temporarily Yours: Intimacy, Authenticity and the Commerce of  Sex (Chicago, 
    IL: University of  Chicago Press, 2007).

Cabezas, Amalia L., Economies of  Desire: Sex and Tourism in Cuba and the Dominican Republic ]
    (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 2009)

Chew, Lin, 'Global Trafficking in Women: Some Issues and Strategies', Women's Studies 
    Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 1-2 (1999), pp. 11-18.

Cho, Seo-Young, Axel Dreher and Eric Neumayer, 'Does Legalized Prostitution Increase 
    Human Trafficking?', World Development, Vol. 41, No. 1 (2013), pp. 67-82.

Daigle, Megan, 'Love, Sex, Money, and Meaning: Using Language to Create Identities and 
    Challenge Categories in Cuba', Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, Vol. 38, No. 1 (2013), pp. 
    63-77.

Day, Sophie, 'The Re-emergence of  'Trafficking': Sex Work Between Slavery and 
    Freedom', Journal of  the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 16, No. 4 (2010), pp. 816-834.

Doezema, Jo, 'Ouch! Western Feminists' 'Wounded Attachment' to the 'Third World 
    Prostitute'', Feminist Review, No. 67 (2001), pp. 16-38.

Doezema, Jo, Sex Slaves and Discourse Masters: The Construction of  Trafficking (London: Zed, 
    2010).

Farley, Melissa, 'Prostitution, Trafficking, and Cultural Amnesia: What We Must Not Know 
    in Order to Keep the Business of  Sexual Exploitation Running Smoothly', Yale Journal of  
    Law and Feminism, Vol. 18 (2006), pp. 101-136. 

Holsopple, Kelly, 'Pimps, Tricks, and Feminists', Women's Studies Quarterly, Vol. 27, No. 1-2 
    (1999), pp. 47-52.

Jeffreys, Sheila, The Industrial Vagina: The Political Economy of  the Global Sex Trade (London: 
    Routledge, 2009).

Kara, Siddharth, Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of  Modern Slavery (New York, NY: Columbia 
    University Press, 2009).

Kay Hoang, Kimberly, 'Economies of  Emotion, Familiarity, Fantasy, and Desire: Emotional 
    Labor in Ho Chi Minh City’s Sex Industry', Sexualities, Vol. 13, No. 2 (2010), pp. 255-272.

Kelly, Liz, '"You Can Find Anything You Want": A Critical Reflection on Research on 
    Trafficking in Persons Within and Into Europe', International Migration, Vol. 43, No. 1-2 
    (2005), pp. 235-265.
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Kesic, Vesna, 'A Response to Catharine MacKinnon's Article "Turning Rape Into 
    Pornography: Postmodern Genocide"', Hasting Women's Law Journal, Vol. 5 (1994), pp. 267-
    280.

Limoncelli, Stephanie A., The Politics of  Trafficking: The First International Movement to Combat the  
    Sexual Exploitation of  Women (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010).

Lobasz, Jennifer K., 'Beyond Border Security: Feminist Approaches to Human 
    Trafficking', Security Studies, Vol. 18, No. 2 (2009), pp. 319-344.

MacKinnon, Catharine A., 'Turning Rape Into Pornography: Postmodern Genocide', in 
    Alexandra Stiglmayer (ed) Mass Rape: The War Against Women in Bosnia-Herzegovina (Lincoln,     
    NE: University of  Nebraska Press, 1994), pp. 73-81.

MacKinnon, Catharine A., 'Pornography as Trafficking', Michigan Journal of  International Law, 
   Vol. 26 (2005).

Miriam, Kathy, 'Stopping the Traffic in Women: Power, Agency and Abolition in Feminist 
    Debates over Sex Trafficking', Journal of  Social Philosophy, Vol. 36, No. 1 (2005), pp. 1-17.

Nussbaum, Martha C., '"Whether from Reason or Prejudice": Taking Money for Bodily 
    Services', Journal of  Legal Studies, Vol. 27, No. S2 (1998), pp. 693-724.
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    Routledge, 2007)
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    History of  the Vibrator', Hypatia, Vol. 21, No. 2 (2006), pp. 45-61.
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12. SEX AND DEATH IN POPULAR CULTURE 

Summary

In the final week we turn to popular culture, and to debates around the role of  
representations of  gendered violence therein. We all consume culture, usually on a daily 
basis, and debates rage about the meaning and effect of  plots, characters and tropes found 
in film, literature and art. We will begin with two sustained analyses of  how men and women 
are represented in popular culture, first in relation to masculinity and the Vietnam War 
(Jeffords), and then in terms of  the role of  women and the feminine in horror (Creed). We 
then evaluate two classic statements on one distinct form of  media - pornography (Dworkin 
and Segal). Both claim a feminist perspective, but share little else, at least on the surface. In 
addition, we will make time to discuss representations of  gender in contemporary film and 
television, most likely in terms of  the film Zero Dark Thirty(2012).

Discussion Questions

1. How are masculinity and femininity often represented in popular culture?
2. Think about some different representations of  masculinity and femininity in popular 

culture. How diverse are they? What unites them, if  anything?
3. Can we reliably speak of  the effects of  representations of  gendered violence on 

violence behaviour itself ?
4. Should we follow the approach of  Andrea Dworkin or Lynne Segal when it comes to 

pornography?
5. Should we regulate popular representations of  gendered violence?
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Essential Readings

Susan Jeffords, 'Fact, Fiction, and the Spectacle of  War', in The Remasculinization of  America: 
    Gender and the Vietnam War (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1989), pp. 1-53.

Barbara Creed, 'Kristeva, Femininity, Abjection' and 'Horror and the Archaic Mother: Alien', 
    in The Monstrous-Feminine: Film, Feminism, Psychoanalysis (London: Routledge, 1993), pp. 8-
    30.

Andrea Dworkin, 'Against the Male Flood: Censorship, Pornography, and Equality', Harvard 
    Women's Law Journal, Vol. 8 (1985), pp. 1-29.

Lynne Segal, 'Only the Literal: The Contradictions of  Anti-Pornography Feminism', 
    Sexualities, Vol. 1, No. 1 (1998), pp. 43-62.

Controversy: Analysing Gender Media

In your group, choose a film (or documentary, or TV show, or other cultural product) that 
seems to you to reveal important issues about gender and violence. Prepare an analysis of  
the work to present in front of  the class.

You may wish to choose from one of  the following films:  Full Metal Jacket; Lust, Caution; 
Django Unchained; In The Land of  Blood and Honey; or Before Night Falls.

Further Resources

Helen Hester, 'Dirty Books: Pornography, Censorship and the Naked Word', Litro, 25 
February 2013

Mark Kermode's review/rant of  Sex and the City 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uHeQeHstrsc 

Further Readings

Bleiker, Roland, 'The Aesthetic Turn in International Political Theory', Millennium: Journal of  
    International Studies, Vol. 30, No. 2 (2001), pp. 509-533.

Bleiker, Roland, Aesthetics and World Politics (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).

Bridges, Ana J., Robert Wosnitzer, Erica Scharrer, Chyng Sun and Rachael Liberman, 
    'Aggression and Sexual Behavior in Best-Selling Pornography Videos: A Content Analysis 
    Update', Violence Against Women, Vol. 16, No. 10 (2010), pp. 1065-1085.

Caputi, Jane, Goddesses and Monsters: Women, Myth, Power, and Popular Culture (Madison, WI: 
    University of  Wisconsin Press, 2004).

Carter, Sean and Derek P. McCormach, 'Film, Geopolitics and the Affective Logics of  
    Intervention', Political Geography, Vol. 25, No. 2 (2006), pp. 228-245.

Carver, Terrell, 'GI Jane: What are the 'Manners' that 'Maketh a Man?', British Journal of  
    Politics and International Relations, Vol. 9, No. 2 (2007), pp. 313-317. 
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Carver, Terrell, 'Cinematic Ontologies and Viewer Epistemologies: Knowing International 
    Politics as Moving Images', Global Society, Vol. 24, No. 3 (2010), pp. 421-431.

Chouliaraki, Lilie, The Spectatorship of  Suffering (London: Sage, 2006).

Crane-Seeber, Jesse, 'Learning About Gender, War and Nationalism from Movies', 
    International Studies Review, Vol. 14, No. 4 (2012), pp. 625-627.

Coulthard, Lisa, 'Killing Bill: Rethinking Feminism and Film Violence', in Yvonne Tasker 
    and Diane Negra (eds) Interrogating Postfeminism: Gender and the Politics of  Popular Culture 
    (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2007), pp. 153-175.

Dittmer, Jason, Popular Culture, Geopolitics and Identity (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 
    2010).

Donald, Ralph and Karen MacDonald, Reel Men at War: Masculinity and the American War 
    Film (Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, 2011).

Dworkin, Andrea, Pornography: Men Possessing Women (London: The Women's Press, 1981).

Eberwein, Robert, Armed Forces: Masculinity and Sexuality in the American War Film (Piscataway, 
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