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WGSS 392J/692J: Feminisms and Environmental Justice 
  
Professor K. Asher (kasher@umass.edu)       Term:  Fall 2020    
Class time: MW 2:30-3:45pm (synchronous meetings via Zoom https://umass-
amherst.zoom.us/j/98916680841. Use link from Moodle to join the seminar sessions) 
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 11am-12 pm (open hours) and by appointment  
Use this link for office hours https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/j/99662812922 
Course mailing lists: wgss-392j-01-fal20@groups.umass.edu; wgss-692j-
fal20@groups.umass.edu or better yet use Quick Mail via Moodle    
 
Course Description 
While feminism and environmental justice are both political projects of social change, 
their objects or objectives are not the same. As we sink into the 21st century, amid 
looming fears of ecological catastrophes and socio-economic crises, is a conversation 
between these two projects likely to be productive for both struggles, or are their goals at 
odds with each other?  This class will examine the perceived, existing, and potential links 
(or disjuncts) between feminism and environmental justice. Our interdisciplinary inquiry 
will be guided by questions such as:  What is understood by the terms, “feminism” and 
“environmental justice”?  How have “nature” and the “environment” figured in feminist 
writings and feminist ideas of justice?  Conversely, how do “women,” “gender” “race” 
“sexuality” figure in ideas and struggles for environmental justice?  Are these ideas 
explicitly or implicitly “feminist”?   
 
Course outcomes:  Enable students to 
v Contextualize 21st century “environmental justice” and feminist struggles within broader 

histories and debates about economic globalization and social change 
v Recognize and assess the various linkages between economic development, the environment, 

and social struggles (including for gender, racial, class, sexual freedoms)  
v Understand the analytical parameters of the capitalist mode of production and feminist 

perspectives on sex/sexuality, gender, race, society, and nature. 
v Apply political economic and feminist theories to analyze social and environmental 

problems, especially current justice struggles of your choice 
v See the complex, contradictory and power laden connections between the “local” and the 

“global,” i.e. think transnationally 
v Develop strong reading, thinking, and writing skills  
v Engage critically and self-reflexively in theoretical debates and political actions for a just 

world for humans and non-humans. 
 
What this course is NOT about 
v “Women,” indigenous and other communities as victims or alternatively “Avatar” style 

“saviors” of the world’s environment 
v Technical, policy or legal solutions to complex problems 
v “Plural” views of the world where we add different perspectives to one frame 
v feminist or other “models” of environmental justice 
 
Required Readings   
v Haraway, Donna. 2003. Companion Species Manifesto.  Prickly Paradigm Press.  
v Other readings on Moodle or through links below 
v A writing guide such as Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference, and a style manual such as 

Hacker’s A Pocket Manual of Style (both published by St Martin’s Press, NY), or Strunk and 
White’s Elements of Style. 4th edition.  Longman. 
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Pre-requisites: This is an advanced level interdisciplinary seminar open to undergraduates and 
graduates, and as the instructor I will make sure that everyone gets to learn at their level and pace. 
have a solid working knowledge (through course work or self-study) of some core concepts that 
are the prerequisites for the course such as political economy of development, feminism, and 
social theory. You don’t need to understand all the material perfectly but we won’t cover basics 
in the seminar. So do consult material covered in the resources listed in the email sent in July 
(copy on Moodle) and from past WGSS courses to refresh your understanding of prerequisites. 
 
Course approach: Recognizing that learning is not an individual endeavor, this seminar has 
always been a feminist experiment in building and sustaining intellectual and political 
communities. The virtual classroom and remote learning pose new challenges and 
opportunities.  So let’s make a CLASS PACT to engage in  Collective/Collaborative Learning to 
Amplify Support and Sustain (each other) for Playful/Patient Attempt/Aim to 
Compassionately/Carefully Think Together (and work for Transformative Justice).  The logistics 
and policies below (including the assignments, course work, and grades) are designed to help us 
mobilize the course approach. 
 
Moodle: Registered students have access to the course’s Moodle page and the class lists (wgss-
392J-01-fal20@groups.umass.edu and wgss-692J-01-fal20@groups.umass.edu. I am going to try 
and combine them). Given the remote nature of classes this semester, Moodle is your first port 
of entry for instructions, updates, readings, submit assignments, ask questions, etc. Use your 
university email (yourname@umass.edu) and check Moodle regularly.  Contact IT 
(it@umass.edu) if you have any problems. 
 
Email etiquette:  I welcome appropriate email queries and will respond to them within a 
reasonable amount of time (24-48 hours is normal). Before you email, review the syllabus and 
Moodle to check whether your question has already been answered. For example, office hours, 
due dates, assignment instructions, etc. are listed there, as are all changes and updates (I will give 
you plenty of warning!). For a distinction between appropriate and inappropriate email, 
familiarize yourself with Emails as Professional Correspondences or Email Etiquette.    
 
Office Hours are listed above and updated on Moodle.  I strongly encourage you to stop by with 
questions about class material, brainstorm research ideas, talk about topics that sparked your 
intellectual curiosity, discuss your performance in class, or follow up on specific queries.  In 
Covid times, we really appreciate connecting with our students! However, do keep in mind that 
office hours are not the space to review course material you missed or entertain inquiry such as “I 
was absent, what did I miss?”  Talk to your study buddies, check on Moodle for that!  
 
Academic Honesty Statement:  Since the integrity of the academic enterprise of any institution 
of higher education requires honesty in scholarship and research, academic honesty is required of 
all students at UMass.  Academic dishonesty is prohibited in all programs of the 
University.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, 
and facilitating dishonesty.  Appropriate sanctions may be imposed on any student who has 
committed an act of academic dishonesty.  Instructors should take reasonable steps to address 
academic misconduct.  Any person who has reason to believe that a student has committed 
academic dishonesty should bring such information to the attention of the appropriate course 
instructor as soon as possible.  Instances of academic dishonesty not related to a specific course 
should be brought to the attention of the appropriate department Head or Chair.  Since students 
are expected to be familiar with this policy and the commonly accepted standards of academic 
integrity, ignorance of such standards is not normally sufficient evidence of lack of intent 
(http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/). 
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Course Accessibility and Accommodation Statement: UMass, Amherst is committed to 
providing an equal educational opportunity for all students.  The course takes the UDL principles 
seriously and the class material will be available in multiple formats via Moodle for all students. 
Details about the course modality are in the pages that follow.  In addition, Disability Services 
(DS) provides services to students with disabilities: http://www.umass.edu/disability/ and keeps 
documentation on file of physical, psychological, or learning disability. If you need 
accommodations contact DS and us within the first two weeks of the term so that we can work 
together to meet your learning needs. A letter from DS is not sufficient excuse for late or missed 
work or absences. If, after consulting the syllabus, you anticipate missing classes or think you will 
need alternative formats and timelines for assignments, please contact us well before the 
assignment deadline to make arrangements.  

If you need to record class lectures as part of ADA accommodations, please check with us 
first. Recordings and note sharing for ADA accommodations are for your use only and may not be 
distributed or sold. Other campus resources are found here: 
https://www.umass.edu/studentlife/single-stop 
 
Pronoun Statement:  We will gladly address you by the name you prefer and use gender 
pronouns that correspond to your gender identity. Please advise the class and us on your name 
and pronoun preference, and the proper pronunciation of your name.   

Assignments, Grades, and Ground Rules: 
• Attendance and Participation (incl. how you engage your peers)  25% 
• 3 Reading Reviews  Sign up here:      20%   
• Midterm Assignment  (due Oct 9)       25% 
• Final Assignment  (due Nov 30)      30% 
 
Attendance and Participation: The success of the class depends on instructors and students 
being virtually and intellectually present in the course (remember the CLASS PACT?!).  Both 
class sessions will be synchronous (held during class time via Zoom—see top of the syllabus and 
Moodle for links). Synchronous sessions will be interactive with lots of discussions in break out 
groups facilitated by prior annotations via Persuall (undergrads Mondays, and grads on 
Wednesdays) 
 The success of the class depends on the instructor and students being virtually and 
intellectual present in class. We will strive for discussions that expand your knowledge and 
understanding, and reveal the pleasure of critical intellectual inquiry. It is a skill that requires 
practice and like other academic skills it is useful far beyond the classroom. So try not to miss 
class.  Of course, being a little late or leaving a little early occasionally is understandable 
(especially given Zoom fatigue!).  I also understand having to miss class because of legitimate 
reasons (illness, injury, death of a loved one). However, over three absences will impact your 
grade negatively as multiple absences affect your participation grade.   

 If missing class is unavoidable, know that it is your responsibility to catch up on what 
you missed. Mobilize the CLASS PACT and set up a “study buddy” with whom you can 
exchange notes, review material, and check in about course related issues.   
 
Study Buddy 1: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Study Buddy 2: __________________________________________________________ 
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Preparation and Reading:  Good participation and great conversations rest on good preparation.  
So do the assigned work, including the readings, before the class period for which it was 
assigned.  Annotating readings via Persuall prior to class will help you practice close reading to 
identify main theme(s) and examine the premise of an argument critically.  Close reading fosters 
critical analysis and active discussions. Good discussions go beyond agreements and 
disagreements. They entail listening, thinking, talking, and asking questions of the material and of 
each other.  Practice Zoom Etiquette! 

Annotations via Perusall and on your own will also help you keep notes on other readings 
and materials. For instance, highlight key quotes (don’t forget to write the full citation with page 
numbers to avoid risking plagiarism), on how an author makes an argument, how the terms of one 
article relate to the broader course themes.  Keep in mind that notes are for your own use (or to 
share with your peers).  You may NOT sell these notes to outside vendors, nor make audio or 
video recordings of class lectures and discussions without my permission.  
 
Zoom etiquette:  
• Mute your microphone to help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute 

your microphone when you are not speaking. 
• Be mindful of background noise when your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that 

could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers, eating crunchy food, sitting next to a 
loud cat… 

• Use the web camera at least occasionally. When you do, position your camera so that it is 
focused at eye level, and is in a stable position. That helps create a more direct sense of 
engagement with other participants.  

• Limit distractions!  We can’t stress this enough especially because smartphones make us 
decidedly unsmart about focusing on the task at hand. So please turn off notifications, close 
or minimize programs and apps you are not using, clear your desk so that only relevant class 
material is visible.   

• Avoid multitasking (I have to keep reminding myself of this, and this is why I have a dog and 
do dog training – for real!). You'll retain the material better if you refrain from emails, text 
messaging, other work during the class and focus on the discussion. 

• Prepare in advance by reading and keeping notes  

Research and writing: Go beyond wikipedia and google! UMass libraries (click the Menu 
button on the upper right) have excellent resources and amazing professional staff to help you 
meet your learning goals.  So learn to use them and to do library research. 
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Much as I love Calvin and Hobbes, I don’t you to share his understanding of academic writing! 
At WGSS we believe that writing is a crucial tool for learning and an invaluable skill for 
communicating what you learn. Details about written assignments are on Moodle.  Check out 
some of the excellent resources available to you, including http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ (one of 
the most extensive lists of handouts on writing and research help).  You can also get free writing 
help at the Writing Center. Take a copy of the assignment instructions and your draft response to 
your session. Engage your editing process by articulating what you want the tutor to focus on in 
addressing your work.    
Finally, all written assignments: 
v May be discussed with your peers or with me during my office hours  
v Must be submitted by the stated deadlines. Late assignments forfeit your right to 

comments and cost you half a letter grade for every day that your work is late. So learn to 
manage your time. (check out time management resources on Moodle) 

v May be revised and resubmitted accepted within two weeks of receiving comments back 
from the instructor. Note that resubmitting a paper does not guarantee a higher grade.  In 
fact, cursorily rewritten work that does not address the concerns in the first submission may 
receive a lower grade than the original. 

v Should comply with the Checklist of Written Work guidelines (see below).  
v Will be graded according to the criteria listed below. 

 
CRITERIA FOR GRADING WRITTEN WORK 

A = a well-organized, lucidly written paper free of mechanical errors (or oral argument) that 
indicates your thorough understanding of the material and your interesting insights or 
critical responses to it.  In a phrase, an A paper is a “perfect 10” paper. 

B = a paper (or presentation) that offers evidence of your understanding of the material, but in 
which your points are obscured due to mechanical errors, lack of organization, inadequate 
evidence and/or insufficiently developed arguments.  

C = a paper in which the student’s understanding and response to the material is unclear or 
largely obscured due to any one or more factors listed under B.   

D, F = indicate that students are submitting unacceptable work. 
slash grades (B/B+). This means that the assignment is tending towards the higher grade but is 

not there yet.  If you do better in the next assignment of a similar nature, the prior one will 
automatically be graded higher. 

Note:  A grade less than C is not a passing grade for graduate students 
 
 
GRADE CHART   

 Out of 10 Out of 5 GPA 
A 9.3 - 10 4.7 - 4.9 4 
A-  8.6 - 9.2 4.3 - 4.6 3.7 
B+ 7.9 - 8.5 4.0 - 4.2 3.3 
B 7.2 - 7.8 3.6 - 3.9 3.0 
B- 6.5 - 7.1 3.3 - 3.5 2.7 
C+ 5.8 - 6.4 3.0 – 3.2 2.3 
C 5.1 - 5.7 2.6 – 2.9 2.0 
C- 4.4 - 5.0 2.3 –2.5 1.7 
D+ 3.7 - 4.3 2.0-2.2  1.7 
D 3.0 - 3.6 1.9 – 1.7 1.0 
F 2.7 – 2.9   
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Checklist for Written Work for Prof Asher, AKA her 20 COMMANDMENTS! 

1. I have a central argument or a main point and I state it clearly. 

2. I define the key terms on which my argument is based. 

3. I have developed my argument systematically and organized my points clearly. That is, my points 
follow from each other and speak to my central argument. 

4. I substantiate my claims with supporting evidence, and cite relevant sources using a correct and 
consistent format. Prof Asher prefers the author-date style: 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 

5. By the middle of my paper, I have lost neither clarity nor focus. 

6. I make clear transitions between my points and between paragraphs and sections. 

7. The passive voice has not been used by me. Instead, I use the active voice.  

8. I have edited my paper and it is free from repeated errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar, and I 
have used short sentences and made sure that my sentences do not run on like this one does.  

9. My sources are formatted correctly and consistently, as is my Reference List.   

10.  In my introductory and concluding remarks, I neither over generalize nor make banal claims.  Rather, 
I begin and conclude with insightful remarks about my topic. 

 

Logistical and Mechanical details checklist 

1. My paper has a title.  It tells my reader what my paper is about.  

2.  My name, course name and number, type and number of the assignment, and the date of this paper 
appear single-spaced in the upper left-hand corner of the first page.  

3. I have used a legible font, double-spaced my writing, and used 1.25-inch margins. 

4. I have numbered all the pages of my assignment 

5. I have STAPLED all the pages of my assignment.  Prof Asher will not accept paper clipped papers. 
Not applicable in Covid times! 

6. I am NOT including a cover page or a report cover with my assignments. 

7. I have submitted my paper on time and in the format indicated on the assignment. Rubric for naming 
electronic documents: Your Last Name_Assignment_Course#_Term, e.g. 
Asher_Final_392J_Fall2020 

8. I know that Prof Asher does not accept papers via email. I know that late papers lose half a letter 
grade for each day the paper is late, and forfeit the right to comments.  

9. I have NOT plagiarized (http://www.umass.edu/writingprogram/geninfo/plagiarism.html) 

10.  I have conferenced my assignment at the Writing Center (http://www.umass.edu/writingcenter/) if 
necessary, or at the very least addressed the issues in Section V of Strunk and White’s The Elements 
of Style. 
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Course Schedule: This is a working course schedule and I will add, edit, remove readings once we 
get a better sense of your needs.  I will give you plenty of advance warning, and make sure all 
readings are on Moodle. Also remember that we will plan the second half of the semester 
collectively.  Do note however, that the readings listed under each week are for that week.  That is, 
please read the listed material before coming to class.  
 Given the great experiment in remote teaching/learning this semester, we will use Persuall  
to collectively annotate readings, and guide our discussions.  
 
Week 1:  Introduction to the class, its key terms, and its participants  
M, Aug 24: Our perceptions of feminism, environmentalism, and justice 
v View selections from The Shoreline Project http://theshorelineproject.org/#!/shoreline 
v Evans, Kate. The Carbon SuperMarket. (Moodle) 
v Discussion:  What do I understand by environmental justice? Feminism? What do I want to 

learn about them and the links between them?  How do I expect the class to help me meet my 
learning goals?  How do I expect to contribute to the class?   

 
W, Aug 26:  Feminism and Environmental Justice 
v https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3376-racial-capitalocene  
v https://civiclaboratory.nl/2017/12/29/feminist-anti-colonial-science/ 
Annotate one of the following via Persuall (via Moodle no later than noon on Wednesday) 
v Ebron, P and A. Tsing. 2017. Feminism and the Anthropocene: Assessing the Field through 

Recent Books.  Feminist Studies 43 (3): 658-683.    
v Cochrane, Regina. 2014. Climate change, buen vivir, and the dialectic of Enlightenment: 

Toward a feminist critical philosophy of climate justice. Hypatia 29 (3): 576–98.  

ASSIGNMENT 1: Post your learning goals on Moodle by 5pm by Fri, Aug 28. Read your 
classmates’ responses before class on Monday Aug 31.  
 
 
Week 2:  Feminisms and Environmental Justice:  A Provisional Introduction  
M, Aug 31:  
v Haraway, Companion Species Manifesto.   
v Collect key terms, concepts, and readings to follow up on Haraway 
 
W, Sept 2:   
v Haraway discussion continued.    
v Asher, K. 2017. Thinking Fragments: Adisciplinary reflections on Feminism and 

Environmental Justice. Catalyst: feminism, theory, technoscience 3(2): 1-28 
http://catalystjournal.org/ojs/index.php/catalyst/article/view/132 

 
 
Week 3:  Feminisms, Environmental Justice, Science and Nature (continued) 
M, Sept 7:  
v Chpts 5 ( Women-of-Color Feminism(s) on the World Stage) and 8 (Ecofeminism) in 

Feminist Thought: A More Comprehensive Introduction. (access via Moodle) 
v Haraway, Donna. 1988. Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the 

Privilege of Partial Perspective. Feminist Studies 14 (3): 575-599 (Full article, or excerpt in 
the Fem Theory Reader, 391-403). 

v https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-environmental/ (Just take a skim) 
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W, Sept 9:  
v Di Chiro, Giovanna. 1995. Nature as Community: The Convergence of Environment and Social 

Justice. Pp. 298-320 in Cronon, William. ed. 1995. Uncommon Ground:  Toward Reinventing Nature.  
WW Norton. 

Required background especially for undergrads:  
v The Statement of the Combahee River Collective (1979)  
v Grewal, Inderpal and Caren Kaplan. 2006. Gendered Identities in Nations and States. Pp. 149-154 

in “An Introduction to Women's Studies: Gender in a Transnational World,” Grewal, Inderpal and 
Caren Kaplan, eds. NY: McGraw-Hill. 2nd Edition. 

  
 
Week 4: The Multiple Genealogies of Environmental Justice 
M, Sept 14:  
v Harvey, David. 1996. Introduction and The Environment of Justice in Justice, Nature and the 

Geography of Difference. Blackwell. (Moodle) 
v Peluso, Nancy and Michael Watts 2001. Violent environments. Pp. 3-28 in Violent 

Environments, N. Peluso and M. Watts, eds. Ithaca/London: Cornell University Press. 
 
W, Sept 16:  
v Pulido, Laura. 2015. Geographies of race and ethnicity 1: White supremacy vs. white 

privilege in environmental racism research. Progress in Human Geography 39 (6): 809-817. 
v ____. 2016. Geographies of race and ethnicity II: Environmental racism, racial capitalism and 

state-sanctioned violence.  Progress in Human Geography 41 (4): 524-533.  
v ____. 2017. Geographies of race and ethnicity III: Settler colonialism and nonnative people 

of color. Progress in Human Geography  42 (2): 309-318.  
 
 
Week 5:  Whither Gender/race/sexuality in Environmentalism and Environmental Justice? 
M, Sept 21 
v Katz, Cindi & Kirby, Andrew. 1991. In the Nature of Things: The Environment and 

Everyday Life. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 16(3): 259-271. 
v Collard, Rosemary C., Harris, Leila M., Heynen, Nik, & Mehta, Leyla. (2018). The 

antinomies of nature and space: Introduction. Environment and Planning E: Nature and 
Space, 1(1–2), 3–24. https://doi.org/10.1177/2514848618777162 

 
W, Sept 23 
v Alaimo, Stacy “Nature,” Deboleena Roy, “Science Studies” and Rosi Braidotti “Post Human 

Feminist Theory” from Handbook of Feminist Theory.  In Oxford Handbook of Feminist 
Theory, Disch, Lisa and Hawkesworth Mary, eds. Oxford University Press. 

 
 
Week 6: Conceptualizing Environmental Justice in a Transnational Frame 
M, Sept 28:  
v Haraway, D. (2015). Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene: Making 

Kin. Environmental Humanities, 6, 159–165. (Supplement with 2019 review of Making Kin) 
v Katz, Cindi. 2001. On the Grounds of Globalization: A Topography for Feminist Political 

Engagement  Signs 26 (4): 1213-1234.  

W, Sept 30:  
v Katz, Cindi. 2001. Vagabond Capitalism and the Necessity of Social Reproduction. Antipode 

33(4), 709-728. 
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v Marilyn Strathern, Jade S. Sasser, Adele Clarke, Ruha Benjamin, Kim Tallbear, Michelle 
Murphy, Donna Haraway, Yu-Ling Huang and Chia-Ling Wu. 2019. Forum on Making Kin 
Not Population: Reconceiving Generations. Feminist Studies 45(1): 159-172. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.15767/feministstudies.45.1.0159  

 
Week 7: Revisiting your understanding of Feminisms and Environmental Justice  
M, Oct 5: Peer review Midterm drafts. Bring 3 hard copies of your essay drafts to workshop 
with your peers.  The drafts should contain 

1. The organizing theme(s) of your essay, and a tentative title 
2. An outline of the essay, and a draft of each subsection (or at least a short description) 
3. A preliminary bibliography of your sources 

 
W, Oct 7:  No class! Take a break and then revise your Midterm.  There is also an excellent virtual 
symposium on Confronting the Climate Crisis: Feminist Pathways to Just and Sustainable Futures, 
organized by https://genderandsecurity.org/ on October 7, 8 and 9, 2020.  I’ll send you a link. 
 

Midterm due (via Moodle) by noon Friday, Oct 9 
 
 
Week 8:  Planning week – I’ll send you some reading but also do the following 
M, Oct 12:  Guest panel with Anthony Dest (anthropology, Lehman College/CUNY), Shreyas 
Sreenath (anthropology, Bowdoin College), Sushmita Chatterjee (WGSS, Appalachian State), 
and Annie Shattuck (Geography, Indiana University) on diverse approaches to feminism and 
environmental justice….Suggested reading/material from  

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeZoPACOOVU (Anthony Dest) 
• Sushmita invoked Marx (Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1814, and Spivak’s 

Planetary Love 
• Shreya has sent a pdf of Du Saraswati’s short story, which I will put up on Moodle. 
• https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1359183515622966 (Annie Shattuck suggested 

Max Liboiron’s article and https://civiclaboratory.nl/clear-lab-book/ 

W, Oct 14:  
v Finalize themes/groups for second half of the semester (see end of syllabus for some possible 

options) 
v Bring a list of readings/themes for second half of the semester 
 

Weeks 9-13:  Session topics to be selected and led by students 
Week 9: Social (Re)production: Debates and Parameters on Current and Future Modes 
Collect keyterms and debates about social (re)production under capitalism, which we will parse 
next week via the writings of Marx, Federici, Katz, Doreen Massey, 
M, Oct 19:  Selections from 
v Anna Tsing’s Mushroom at the End of the World (UMass has ebook: GF21 .T76 2015) 
 
W, Oct 21: Ruthie Gilmore on abolition justice 
v Gilmore, Ruth W. 2017. Abolition geography and the problem of innocence. In: Johnson, TG, 

Lubin, A (eds) Futures of Black Radicalism, New York and London: Verso, pp. 225–240. 
v Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2017.  In the Shadow of the Shadow State. Pp. 41-52 in INCITE! 

Women of Color Against Violence: The Revolution Will Not Be Funded: Beyond the Non-
Profit Industrial Complex.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 
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http://hamtramckfreeschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Gilmore-Ruth-W.-In-the-shadow-
of-the-shadow-state.pdf 
v Prison and Class Warfare, Interview with Ruthie by Clément Petitjean 

http://www.historicalmaterialism.org/interviews/prisons-and-class-warfare (summary of the 
book) 

v Film: Geographies of Racial Capitalism with Ruth Wilson Gilmore, An Antipode Foundation 
film https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CS627aKrJI 

v Recorded video of Naomi Murakawa talking to Ruth Wilson Gilmore on Covid-19, 
Decarceration, and Abolition: How should abolitionists respond to the coronavirus 
pandemic? https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/128-ruth-wilson-gilmore-on-covid-19-
decarceration-and-abolition How can we achieve urgently needed decarceration for the 
millions of people caged in jails, prisons, and immigration detention centers? Abolitionism 
doesn’t just say no to police, prisons, border control, and the current punishment system. It 
requires persistent organizing for what we need, organizing that’s already present in the 
efforts people cobble together to achieve access to schools, health care and housing, art and 
meaningful work, and freedom from violence and want 

v Podcast:  Ruthie Gilmore makes the case for Abolition 
https://theintercept.com/2020/06/10/ruth-wilson-gilmore-makes-the-case-for-
abolition/?menu=1 

	
 
Week 10: Parsing the Parameters of Social (Re)production 
M, Oct 26   
v Kloppenburg, Jack Ralph. 2004 (1998). pp. 22-27 in First the seed: the political economy of plant 

biotechnology, 1492-2000. 2nd Edition. University of Wisconsin Press. (Moodle)  
v Wolf, Eric. Chapter 3 (Modes of Production) in Europe and the People without history. 

University of California Press. (Moodle)  
v What is Neoliberalism? (w/ Lisa Duggan, Miranda Joseph, Dean Spade and others, 

9.35mins): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kL4p3llmHk 
v Revisit Katz, Cindi. 2001. Vagabond Capitalism and the Necessity of Social Reproduction. 

Antipode 33(4), 709-728. 
 
W, Oct 28:   
v Osborne, Peter. 2005. So-Called Original Accumulation and Colonialism: the Hideous Pagan 

Idol of Progress. Pp. 101-121 in How to Read Marx.  New York: W.W. Norton. (Moodle) 
v Marx, The Secret of Primitive Accumulation (1847) from Capital I available here 

https://www.marxists.org/, or if you have access to the The Marx-Engels Reader, you can 
read the short excerpt (pp. 432-438).  If you can’t access either, the Osborne is enough 

v Federici, Silvia. (2004). Caliban and the Witch:  Women, the Body, and Primitive 
Accumulation. Brooklyn, NY:  Autonomedia, and/or 

v Federici 2012. Revolution at Point Zero: Housework, Reproduction, and Feminist Struggle. 
Oakland: PM Press.  Skim selections form Part II: Globalization and Social Reproduction, 
Feminism and the Politics of the Common in an Era of Primitive Accumulation (2010) [you 
should be able to locate a copy online or via the library, read all or selections but whatever 
you read, do so carefully.  Caliban and the Witch is better for “colonial” issues while 
Revolution at Point Zero has great essays linking gender, reproduction and household labor] 

v For an excellent review of Social reproduction literature including Katz’s piece, see the 
section on Itineraries of Social Reproduction in Gidwani, Vinay & Priti Ramamurthy. (2018). 
Agrarian questions of labor in urban India: Middle migrants, translocal householding and the 
intersectional politics of social reproduction. Journal of Peasant Studies, 45(5–6), 994–1017. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2018.1503172 Also on Moodle 
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Supplemental (these are SUPERB but optional readings) 

v Mies, Maria.  Patriarchy and Accumulation on a World Scale: Women in the International 
Divison of Labour. Preface by Federici, Chapters 3,4, 5 (ebook available via UMass Library) 

v Haraway, Donna. 1991. 'Gender' for a Marxist Dictionary: The Sexual Politics of a Word, pp. 
127-148 in Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature. NY: Routledge.   

v Spivak, G. 1995. Ghostwriting. Diacritics 25.2: 65-84  
v Also check out the work of feminist economists and feminist geographers like Dorothy 

Smith, Diane Elson, Kathi Weeks, Doreen Massey among others 
v There is also a bunch of recent work including by Jason Moore and others that parses how 

“nature” is a source of value for capital. It is grounded in the ideas above. So Jesse, I hope 
that even if we don’t read Moore, Merchant, and others together, the work this week will 
enable you to understand these works better/critically  

 
Week 11: Waterscapes, Cityscapes and Justice   
Monday, Nov 2:  
v Ranganathan, M. and E. Bratman. Forthcoming. From Urban Resilience to Abolitionist 

Climate Justice in Washington, DC. Antipode. 
 
Nov 4 
v Malini Ranganathan & Carolina Balazs (2015) Water marginalization at the urban fringe: 

environmental justice and urban political ecology across the North–South divide. Urban 
Geography 36 (3): 403-423, DOI: 10.1080/02723638.2015.1005414  

v Cronon, William. 1992. Nature's Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West. WW Norton. 
(selections on Moodle)  

 
Recommended, Secondary/supplemental/ background or specific readings 
v Malini Ranganathan (2020) Empire’s infrastructures: racial finance capitalism and liberal 

necropolitics, Urban Geography 41 (4): 492-496, DOI: 10.1080/02723638.2019.1659054 
v https://antipodeonline.org/ 
v https://www.societyandspace.org/ (which publishes the most critical work on urban political 

ecology) 
v Gibson-Graham, J K. The end of Capitalism as we know it.  
v For more see google doc 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pK8_W8BdFmvWKZV2HIPdYvV3XCGGumkgnz8f
M0QhF3w/edit# 

 
Week 12: Animal Studies 
M, Nov 9 
W, Nov 11 
v Reread Haraway, Companion Species Manifesto 
v Boisseron, Bénédicte. 2018. Afrodog: Blackness and the Animal Question. Columbia 

University Press. Read Pp. 1-21 available here  http://cup.columbia.edu/book/afro-
dog/9780231186650 

v Govindrajan, Radhika. 2018.  Animal Intimacies: Interspecies Relatedness in India’s Central 
Himalayas. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press (Selections on Moodle) 

v Optional: Bateson Book Forum: https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/bateson-book-forum-
animal-intimacies 
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v Ficek, Rosa. 2019. Cattle, Capital, Colonization: Tracking Creatures of the Anthropocene In 
and Out of Human Projects. Cultural Anthropology 60, Supplement 20. Download from 
Rosaficek.wordpress.com/publications/ 

v Collard, Rosemary-Claire and Jessica Dempsey. 2019. Two icebergs: Difference in feminist 
political economy. Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space 52 (1): 237-247 case 
study on caribou – good continuity with social reproduction discussion 

v Salazar Parreñas, Juno. 2017. “Introduction.” Gender: Animals. Macmillan Interdisciplinary 
Handbooks. Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference USA (Moodle) 

v Check out these selections (to get one sense of what is out there): 
https://www.dukeupress.edu/explore-subjects/browse?AuID=1163517 

 
Week 13: WRAP UP 
M, Nov 16: Speculating Futures ... Fictional and otherwise for Louis, Leslie, Care, Meghna  

• Octavia’s Brood (selections on Moodle) https://www.akpress.org/octavia-s-brood.html 
•  a short story by Hari Kunzru titled "Drone" (https://granta.com/drone/) (focus on the role 

of fabulation in postcolonial, decolonial, and feminist praxis) 
• a short 2009 film from Kenya titled Pumzi by Wanuri Kahiu 

(https://vimeo.com/46891859). 
 
W, Nov 18 LAST CLASS: PEER workshop of drafts or outlines of your final assignment, 
instructions on Moodle.  
 
 
UPLOAD FINAL ASSIGNMENT ON MOODLE BY NOON, NOV 30 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT SEMESTER! 
 
 


