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MODULE IP31620 

Women and Military Service 
 
 
 
Introduction 
This module is about the roles which women have played and continue to play in and in relation to 
militaries from the First World War to the post-9/11 conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. The main 
focus will be on women soldiers, but there will be the opportunity to explore at least some of the 
other ways in which women support or oppose the work of militaries. The module will begin with 
some consideration of the concept of gender and how that concept has been applied to women’s 
and men’s roles in militaries. The very idea of women as soldiers has long been contentious, even 
(or perhaps especially) for feminists, and both sides of the academic (and popular) debates on this 
topic will be explored. Students will examine historical and contemporary cases, such as the First 
and Second World Wars, the Persian Gulf War of 1990-91 and 21st century conflicts, making use of 
the personal accounts of women who were involved in these conflicts as well as the academic 
literature. Students will also consider the involvement of women in civil wars and wars of resistance, 
looking at examples from around the world and examining the similarities and differences between 
women’s experiences in state militaries and their experiences in non-state forces (as well as what 
happens to the women when non-state forces are victorious and are transformed into state 
militaries). The concept and practice of military culture will be discussed as well as possible links 
between military culture and sexual discrimination and abuse in the military. Students will explore 
the debates which link citizenship with military service as well as debates about women in combat 
roles. 
 
 
 
 
Module Convenor: 
Dr Jenny Mathers 
Room 1.4, International Politics Building 
Tel. 01970 622705 
Email: zzk@aber.ac.uk 
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Lectures (50 minutes each) 
 
Attendance at lectures is not compulsory but it is recommended, as lectures will provide valuable 
background information and introduce issues which will be developed in seminar discussions. 
 
1. Why study the relationships between women and military service?   

2.   Nature versus nurture in the creation of soldiers  

3. Women and the international peace movement at the start of the 20th century  

4.   Women’s active support for war: 1914-1918 

5.   World War II: American women in military service  

6. World War II: Women’s military service in other combatant countries  

7.  World War II: Women and resistance movements  

8. World War II: Women and wartime intelligence 

9.   Women in civil wars and wars of resistance: China, Spain, Nicaragua  

10.   Women in civil wars and wars of resistance: Vietnam, Palestine, Africa 

11. Discrimination, abuse and scandal   

12.  Domestic violence in military families  

13. Women in peacekeeping missions 

14. 9/11 and after: women’s military roles in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq  

15.  Universal military service: women in the Israeli Defence Force 

16. Limits on military service: debates about women in combat roles 

 
There will be a revision class before the examinations begin. 
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Seminars (50 minutes each) 
 
Attendance of seminars is compulsory. Students who miss a seminar must provide an 
explanation for their absence to the module convenor, and absence from seminars will be 
dealt with in accordance with departmental policy. 
 
Students are expected to prepare for each topic and contribute to the discussion. Students often 
ask how much preparation they should do for each seminar, and a good rule of thumb is that you 
should expect to read at least 3-4 sources to prepare adequately for a seminar. 
 
Students will be asked to prepare brief comments on specific aspects of seminar topics and present 
them to their seminar groups as (timed) 3 minute presentations. Students will also be asked to 
make comments and ask questions following other students’ presentations.  
 
Seminar performance will be assessed. Each student will be given a mark for their 
performance in each of the 8 seminars, and a separate mark for their 3 minute presentation. 
Any excused absences will be removed from the equation. Any unexcused absences will 
result in a mark of zero for the seminar concerned. The 9 marks will be averaged to form the 
mark for seminar performance, which will comprise 10% of the module mark. 
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1. Gender and militaries    
 
Women have always been involved in wars and militaries, although the extent of their participation 
is still being discovered and debated. This seminar will provide an opportunity to discuss some key 
concepts and debates which will be relevant for the entire module, and will focus around the 
following questions in particular: 
 

a) What are some of the ways in which militaries and wars are gendered? 
b) How useful is Elshtain’s framework for understanding women’s and men’s roles in war 

(beautiful souls versus just warriors)? 
c) Why do feminist scholars disagree about the appropriate relationship between women and 

militaries? 
d) Why is conscription so rarely extended to women? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2.    Women and the First World War  
 
The First World War was the first occasion in modern times when significant proportions of the 
women in Western societies were mobilised by their governments to work in support of war. The 
discussion in this seminar will consider the ways in which women supported and opposed the war 
and debates about the impact of the war on women’s lives in the postwar period. 
 

a) What kinds of new work opened up to women during the First World War and what role did 
gender play in women’s wartime work?   

b) Why did the war create such sharp divisions within the women’s suffrage movement? 
c) In what ways did women claim the right to citizenship during the war? 
d) To what extent did the war lead to major social and political change in the combatant 

countries? 
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3.    Women and militaries in the Second World War  
 
If the First World War witnessed large numbers of women contributing to their countries’ war effort, 
then the Second World War was remarkable for the acceptance of women into military service on a 
large scale by several of the combatant countries, notably Britain, the United States and the Soviet 
Union. This seminar will consider women’s military roles as well as the relationships between 
civilian women and (male) soldiers. 
 

a) What was the nature of military roles which women performed in the combatant countries? 
What restrictions were placed on those roles? 

b) In what ways did women soldiers demonstrate their femininity? Why was it important for 
them and others that they do so? 

c) Did women nurses in the military conform to gendered expectations of women’s participation 
in war? 

d) In what ways did civilian women challenge social norms in their relationships with male 
soldiers? 

 
 
 
4. Women in covert roles during the Second World War  
 
Many women participated in the Second World War by engaging in some form of covert activity, 
whether as part of an organised group or as individuals, although the nature and extent of women’s 
involvement in covert roles is still being discovered. This seminar will consider their experiences 
and the significance of gender in their involvement. 
 

a) What roles did women play in partisan groups? 
b) In what ways were women involved in wartime espionage?  
c) What were some of the means of resistance for those women living in Nazi Germany who 

did not support the regime?  
d) Were there significant differences in the gendered nature of women’s covert roles and their 

roles as members of a uniformed armed force during the Second World War?  
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5.    Women in civil wars and wars of resistance 
 
Many countries have experienced (and are experiencing) conflict on their own territories against an 
“internal” enemy. This seminar will discuss the roles that women have played in such conflicts, with 
a particular focus on women’s participation in armed groups, using examples drawn from Europe, 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. 
 

a) How can we account for similarities in the nature of women’s participation in civil wars and 
wars of resistance? How can we account for differences? 

b) How do women’s roles in these conflicts compare with the roles played by women in the 
First and Second World Wars? 

c) What relationship can we see between women’s participation in an internal conflict and the 
position of women in politics, society and the armed forces in the post-conflict order? 

 
 
 
6.  Gender and militaries revisited 
 
Militaries have their own distinct cultures: sets of values, assumptions, ways of behaving and 
relating to insiders and outsiders. This seminar will explore the role that women and gender play in 
the creation and maintenance of those cultures. 
 

a) How important are masculinity and femininity in the culture of militaries? 
b) What can we learn about military culture from the resistance to the introduction of women 

into previously all-male environments, such as military academies and certain military roles? 
c) Why do sexual harassment, abuse and assault seem to persist in militaries? 
d) How do military families fit into military culture? How can we understand the incidence of 

domestic violence in military families? 
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7. Women soldiers in the post-Cold War period 
 
Since the late twentieth century and especially since the end of the Cold War the numbers of 
women joining state militaries around the world has increased and the nature and number of roles 
which women soldiers perform in many of those militaries has expanded. This seminar will explore 
some of these changes and consider whether they represent fundamental shifts in the ways that 
women experience military service.  
 

a) Did the Persian Gulf War of 1990-91 mark a watershed in the attitudes of the United States 
towards the participation of women soldiers in war?  

b) Should we interpret the expansion in the use of women soldiers in the post-9/11 conflicts in 
Afghanistan and Iraq as progress? 

c) Are women better suited to the task of carrying out peacekeeping missions than men? 
d) How relevant is gender to women’s military roles in the post-Cold War period? 

 
 
 
 
8. Citizenship and military service  
 
This final seminar returns to some of the questions which began the module, with a particular focus 
on some of the most controversial issues surrounding the relationship between women and 
militaries.  
 

a) What can we learn from the experience of the Israeli Defense Force about the conscription 
of women for military service? 

b) Why is the idea of women in combat roles so controversial in many countries?  
c) Is Martin Van Creveld correct to argue that the introduction of women into the military 

femininizes and diminishes the armed forces? 
d) Should citizenship be linked to military service? 
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Assessment 
Students will be assessed by a combination of seminar performance, essay and exam. Seminar 
performance will be worth 10% of the module mark. There will be one 2,500 word essay worth 40% 
of the module mark, and a 2-hour examination at the end of the semester which is worth 50% of the 
module mark. In the exam you will be required to answer two questions from a choice of eight. 
 
 
Essay 
Students should choose one question from the list below and write an essay which addresses it.  
Sources to be consulted can be found in the appropriate section of the reading list.  Essays should 
be approximately 2,500 words long (that is, within 10% of 2,500 words) and should be typed or 
word processed.  The essay should be handed in to the Departmental Office on Monday, 16 
November 2009, e-mail your electronic copy by 2.30pm and hard copy to be submitted by 
4.30pm, please see further guidelines on blackboard on ‘How to hand in your essay’.   Please 
leave generous margins for comments. 
 
 
Some tips on writing essays 
 

• Address the essay question. The single biggest problem that many undergraduates have in 
writing essays is failing to address the question. You need to read widely and to 
demonstrate your understanding of the topic, but do that by addressing the question directly. 
An essay which presents all the information you were able to find out about the topic but 
without a focus on the question will not get a very high mark. 

 
• The opening paragraph or two should introduce the reader to the essay. You may or may 

not choose to do this by telling the reader your conclusions or a summary of your answer to 
the essay question, but you should at least indicate where the essay is headed. 

 
• The closing paragraph or two should conclude the essay. You should take this opportunity 

to draw together the themes, summarise your argument and suggest some conclusions. 
 

• The essay should make an argument.  
 

• An argument is not a set of unsubstantiated assertions. You need to provide supporting 
evidence for the statements that you make.  

 
• You must acknowledge your debt to other scholars if you have used their ideas or their 

words. You should do this in accordance with the accepted Department styles for 
referencing, set out in Writing and Referencing in Interpol.  

 
• Every essay should include a bibliography of sources consulted. This list should be 

arranged in alphabetical order by the surnames of the authors.  
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• The research base for your essays should be as strong as possible. It is not sufficient to rely 
only on sources which provide an overview of the topic. You should read chapters, articles 
and books which are focussed on that topic to gain a deeper understanding of the relevant 
issues. 

 
• Pay attention to the presentation of your essay. It should be as well-written as you can make 

it. It should be clear. If the reader has to struggle to understand your argument, then you 
haven’t done your job very well. Do everything you can to ensure that you have used words 
correctly, that you have spelled words correctly, that your essay is grammatically correct and 
that you have used the appropriate punctuation. If in doubt, ask a friend to read through the 
final draft before you submit it. 

 
Essay Questions  
 
1.  Do you agree with Cynthia Enloe that “women may serve the military, but they can never be 

permitted to be the military”? 
OR 
 Some liberal feminists argue that if women join the armed forces in sufficient numbers and 

achieve enough high-ranking positions, then the character of the military will be changed by 
their presence and their actions, making it less masculine. Do you agree? 

 
2. To what extent did women challenge gendered expectations of their behaviour during the 

First World War? 
 
3. How did combatant countries in the Second World War balance the need for women to 

adopt unconventional roles to support the war effort with the maintenance of social norms? 
 
4. How important was gender in the covert roles that women played in the Second World War? 
 
5. Do women participate in civil wars and wars of resistance on an equal basis with men?    
  
6. What role does military service play in the construction of gender identities in civilian 

society? 
 
7. How significant are the restrictions on the military roles which women soldiers can perform in 

post-Cold War militaries? 
 
8. Should women be conscripted for military service? 
OR 

Do you agree with John Keegan that “warfare is…the one human activity from which 
women, with the most insignificant exceptions, have always and everywhere stood apart”? 

OR 
 Should all restrictions on women serving in combat roles be removed?
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Reading List 
 
Students are advised to read at least 3-4 sources in preparation for each seminar. The reading list 
is organised by seminar topic and each topic begins with a few items of essential reading which all 
students are advised to read in preparation for the seminar. All essential reading is available online 
– in most cases essential reading items are articles from journals which are available electronically 
using the Voyager catalogue but otherwise the chapter or article listed under essential reading is 
available as a pdf file on Blackboard. 
 
Students who wish to purchase a book for this module can find the following at the Arts Centre 
bookshop, which is useful for six of the eight seminar topics: 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) 
 
 
Links to relevant websites will be placed on Blackboard. 
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Topic 1: Gender and militaries 
 
Essential reading: 
Jean Bethke Elshtain, ‘Women and War: Ten Years On’, Review of International Studies, Vol. 24, 
No. 4 (1998) (online journal) 
 
Annica Kronsell and Erica Svedberg, ‘The Duty to Protect: Gender in the Swedish Practice of 
Conscription’, Cooperation and Conflict, Vol. 36, No. 2 (2001) (online journal) 
 
 
Further reading: 
Elisabetta Addis, Valeria E. Russo and Lorenza Sebesta (eds) Women Soldiers: Images and 
Realities (Macmillan, 1994) chapter 2 
 
Carol R. Berkin and Clara M. Lovett (ed) Women, War and Revolution (Holmes and Meier, 1980) 
chapter 3 
 
Birgit Brock-Utne, Feminist Perspectives on Peace and Peace Education (Pergamon, 1989) 
chapters 2 and 3 
 
Helena Carreiras, Gender and the Military (Routledge, 2006) chapters 2 and 3 
 
Miriam Cooke and Angela Woollacott (eds) Gendering War Talk (Princeton University Press, 1993) 
chapters 8, 10 
 
Jean Bethke Elshtain, Women and War (Basic Books, 1987) part 2 
 
Jean Bethke Elshtain and Sheila Tobias, eds, Women, Militarism and War (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1990) chapters 6, 8, 10 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Does Khaki Become You? The Militarization of Women’s Lives (Pandora, 1988) 
chapters 1-2, 4-5, 7-8 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases (University of California Press, 1990) chapter 1 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarising Women’s Lives (University of 
California Press, 2000) chapters 2 and 3 
 
Mary Evans (ed) The Woman Question, 2nd Edition (Sage, 1994) chapter by Cohn 
 
M.D. Feld, ‘Arms and the Woman: Some General Considerations’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 
4, No. 4 (1978) 
 
A. Harris and Y. King, Rocking the Ship of State: Towards a Feminist Peace Politics (Westview, 
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1989) chapters 3, 4, 6 and 7 
 
Joshua S. Goldstein, War and Gender (Cambridge University Press, 2001) chapter 1 
 
Margaret Randolph Higonnet et al, eds, Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two World Wars (Yale 
University Press, 1987) chapter 2 
 
Ruth Howes and Michael Stevenson (eds) Women and the Use of Military Force (Lynne Rienner, 
1993) chapters 2, 3, 4, 10 
 
Anne E. Hunter (ed) On Peace, War and Gender: A Challenge to Genetic Explanations (The 
Feminist Press, 1991) Part 2 
 
Eva Isaksson (ed) Women and the Military System (St Martin’s Press, 1988) chapters 4-7, 14-15 
 
Alison M. Jagger (ed) Living with Contradictions: Controversies in Feminist Social Ethics (Westview, 
1994) Part 7A: Militarism  
 
Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Judith Reppy (eds) Beyond Zero Tolerance (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1999) chapter 3 
 
K.L. Koo, ‘Confronting a disciplinary blindness: Women, war and rape in the international politics of 
security’, Australian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 37, No. 3 (2002) 
 
Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin (eds) The Women and War Reader (New York University 
Press, 1998) chapters 1-2, 4 and 14 
 
Sharon Macdonald, Pat Holden and Shirley Ardener (eds) Images of Women in Peace and War 
(Macmillan, 1987) chapters 6 and 11 
 
Barbara Melosh (ed) Gender and American History since 1890 (Routledge, 1993) chapter 8 
 
Mary K. Meyer and Elisabeth Prugl (eds) Gender Politics in Global Governance (Rowman and 
Littlefield, 1999), chapter 7 
 
J. Nagel, ‘Masculinity and Nationalism: Gender and Sexuality in the Making of Nations’, Ethnic and 
Racial Studies, Vol. 21, No. 2 (1998) 
 
V. Spike Peterson, Gendered States (Lynne Rienner, 1992) chapters 1-4 
 
Jan Jindy Pettman, Worlding Women: A Feminist International Politics (Routledge, 1996) part 2 
 
June Purvis, ed, Women’s History: Britain 1850-1945 (Routledge, 2000) chapter 12 
 
Betty A. Reardon, Sexism and the War System (Teachers College Press, 1985) 
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Mady Segal, ‘Women’s Military Roles Cross-Nationally: Past, Present and Future?’, Gender and 
Society, Vol. 9, No. 6 (1995) 
 
Ruth Seifert, ‘The Second Front: The Logic of Sexual Violence in Wars’, Women’s Studies 
International Forum, Vol. 19, Nos 1-2 (1996) 
 
Inger Skjelsboek and Dan Smith (eds) Gender, Peace and Conflict (Sage/International Peace 
Research Institute, 2001) chapter 4 
 
Jill Steans, Gender and International Relations: An Introduction (Polity Press, 1998) chapters 1, 4 
 
Judith Hicks Stiehm, Women and Men’s Wars: Special Issue of Women’s Studies International 
Forum (Pergamon, 1983) see articles by Elshtain, As and Stiehm 
 
J. Ann Tickner, Gender in International Relations: Feminist Perspectives on Achieving Global 
Security (Columbia University Press, 1992) chapter 2 
 
Jennifer Turpin and Lois Ann Lorentzen, The Gendered New World Order (Routledge, 1996) 
chapter 12  
 
Marguerite Waller, Frontline Feminisms (Routledge, 2001) chapter 11. 
 
Nira Yuval-Davis, Gender and Nation (Sage, 1997) chapter 5 
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Topic 2: Women and the First World War 
 
Essential reading: 
Kathleen Kennedy, Disloyal Mothers and Scurrilous Citizens: Women and Subversion during World 
War I (Indiana University Press, 1999), chapter 1 (pdf file on Blackboard) 
 
Krisztina Robert, ‘Gender, Class and Patriotism: Women’s Paramilitary Units in First World War 
Britain’, International History Review, Vol. 19, No. 1 (1997) (pdf file on Blackboard) 
 
 
Further reading: 
Johanna Alberti, Beyond Suffrage: Feminists in War and Peace 1914-1928 (Macmillan, 1989) 
chapters 2-3 
 
Joan Beaumont, ‘Australian Citizenship and the Two World Wars’, Australian Journal of Politics and 
History, Vol. 53, No. 2, 2007 
 
Carol R. Berkin and Clara M. Lovett (ed) Women, War and Revolution (Holmes and Meier, 1980) 
chapter 11 
 
Marc Calvini-Lefebvre, ‘”Women! Your Country Needs You!” Fleeing Feminism or Gendering 
Citizenship in Great War Britain?’, Minerva Journal of Women and War, Vol. 2, Number 2 (2008) 
 
Miriam Cooke and Angela Woollacott (eds) Gendering War Talk (Princeton University Press, 1993) 
chapter 6 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 4 
 
Jean Bethke Elshtain and Sheila Tobias, eds, Women, Militarism and War (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1990) chapter 7 
 
Ute Frevert, Women in German History (Berg Publishers, 1993) chapter 13 
 
Susan R. Grayzel, ‘Mothers, Marraines and Prostitutes: Morale and Morality in First World War 
France’, International History Review, Vol. 19, No. 1 (1997) 
 
Susan R. Grayzel, Women’s Identities at War: Gender, Motherhood and Politics in Britain and 
France during the First World War (University of North Carolina Press, 1999) 
 
Susan R. Grayzel, Women and the First World War (Longman, 2002) 
 
Maurice Weiner Greenwald, Women, War and Work: The Impact of World War I on Women 
Workers in the United States (Greenwood Press, 1980) 
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Nicoletta F. Gullace, The Blood of Our Sons: Men, Women and the Renegotiation of British 
Citizenship during the Great War (Palgrave Macmillan 2002) 
 
M. Healy, ‘Becoming Austrian: Women, the state and citizenship in World War I’, Central European 
History, Vol. 35, No. 1 (2002) 
 
Margaret Randolph Higonnet et al, eds, Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two World Wars (Yale 
University Press, 1987) chapters 7 and 8 
 
Janet Lee, War Girls: The First Aid Nursing Yeomanry in the Great War (Manchester University 
Press, 2005) 
 
Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin (eds) The Women and War Reader (New York University 
Press, 1998) chapter 13 
 
Billie Melman, Borderlines: Genders and Identities in War and Peace 1870-1930 (Routledge, 1998) 
chapters by Bet-El, Petrone, Gelblum, Lamm, and Thebaud 
 
Lucy Noakes, Women in the British Army: War and the Gentle Sex 1907-1948 (Routledge, 2006) 
chapters 3 and 4 
 
Tammy M. Proctor, Female Intelligence: Women and Espionage in the First World War (New York 
University Press, 2003) 
 
Martin Pugh, Women and the Women’s Movement in Britain 1914-1959 (Macmillan, 1992) chapter 
2 
 
Angela K. Smith, The Second Battlefield: Women, Modernism and the First World War (Manchester 
University Press, 2000) part I 
 
A.K. Smith, ‘The Pankhursts and the War: Suffrage Magazines and First World War Propaganda’, 
Women’s History Review, Vol. 12, No. 1 (2003) 
 
Judith Hicks Stiehm, Women and Men’s Wars: Special Issue of Women’s Studies International 
Forum (Pergamon, 1983) see article by Costin 
 
Richard Stites, The Women’s Liberation Movement in Russia: Feminism, Nihilism and Bolshevism 
1986-1930 (Princeton University Press, 1978) chapter 9 
 
Deborah Thom, Nice Girls and Rude Girls: Women Workers in World War I (I.B. Tauris, 1999) 
 
P. Ward, ‘Women of Britain Say Go: Women’s Patriotism in the First World War’, Twentieth Century 
British History, Vol. 12, No. 1, 2001 
 
Janet S.K. Watson, ‘Khaki Girls, VADs, and Tommy’s Sisters: Gender and Class in the First World 
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War’, International History Review, Vol. 19, No. 1 (1997) 
 
Julie Wheelwright, The Fatal Lover: Mata Hari and the Myth of Women in Espionage (Collins and 
Brown, 1992) 
 
Angela Woollacott, On Her Their Lives Depend: Munitions Workers in the Great War (University of 
California Press, 1994) 
 
Susan Zeiger, In Uncle Sam’s Service: Women Workers with the American Expeditionary Force 
1917-1919 (Cornell University Press, 1999) 
 
Susan Zeiger, ‘She didn’t raise her boy to be a slacker: motherhood, conscription, and the culture of 
the First World War’, Feminist Studies, Vol. 22, No. 1 (1996) 
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Topic 3: Women and militaries in the Second World War 
 
Essential reading: 
D’Ann Campbell, ‘Women in Combat: The World War II Experiences in the United States, Great 
Britain, Germany and the Soviet Union’, Journal of Military History, Vol. 57 (1993) (online journal) 
 
Leanne McCormick, ‘”One Yank and They’re Off”: Interaction between US Troops and Northern 
Irish Women 1942-1945’, Journal of the History of Sexuality, Vol. 15, No. 2 (2006) (online journal) 
 
 
Further reading: 
Paul Addison and Angus Calder (eds) Time to Kill: The Soldier’s Experience of War in the West 
1939-1945 (Pimlico, 1997) chapter by Pennington 
 
Joan Beaumont, ‘Australian Citizenship and the Two World Wars’, Australian Journal of Politics and 
History, Vol. 53, No. 2, 2007 
 
Carol R. Berkin and Clara M. Lovett (ed) Women, War and Revolution (Holmes and Meier, 1980) 
chapter 2 
 
Ben Bousquet and Colin Douglas, West Indian Women at War (Lawrence and Wishart, 1991) 
 
Tom Brokaw, The Greatest Generation (Pimlico, 2002) in section “Women in Uniform and Out” 
chapters about Colonel Mary Hallaren, General Jeanne Holm, Margaret Ray Ringenberg and Mary 
Louise Roberts Wilson; in section “Shame” chapter about Martha Settle Putney 
 
D’Ann Campbell, ‘Servicewomen of World War II’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 16, No. 2 (1990) 
 
K. Cornelsen, ‘Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II: Exploring Military Aviation, 
Encountering Discrimination and Exchanging Traditional Roles in Service to America’, Journal of 
Women’s History, Vol. 17, No. 4 (2005) 
 
John Costello, Love, Sex and War (Collins, 1985) chapters 2, 3, 4 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapters 6, 7 and 9 
 
Jean Bethke Elshtain and Sheila Tobias, eds, Women, Militarism and War (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1990) chapter 5 
 
Ute Frevert, Women in German History (Berg Publishers, 1993) part 4 
 
M.M. Hampf, ‘”Dykes” or “whores”: Sexuality and the Women’s Army Corps in the United States 
during World War II’, Women’s Studies International Forum, Vol. 27, No. 1 (2004) 
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Eva Isaksson (ed) Women and the Military System (St Martin’s Press, 1988) chapters 2 and 3 
 
Kathi Jackson, They Called Them Angels: American Military Nurses of World War II (Praeger, 
2000) 
 
Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Judith Reppy (eds) Beyond Zero Tolerance (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1999) chapter 6 
 
P.G. Min, ‘Korean “Comfort Women”: The Intersection of Colonial Power, Gender and Class’, 
Gender and Society, Vol. 17, No. 6 (2003) 
 
Lucy Noakes, Women in the British Army: War and the Gentle Sex 1907-1948 (Routledge, 2006) 
chapter 6 
 
Reina Pennington, ‘Stalin’s Falcons: The 586th Fighter Aviation Regiment’, Minerva: Quarterly 
Report on Women and the Military, Vol. 18, Nos 3-4 (2000) 
 
Sonya O. Rose, ‘Girls and GIs: Race, Sex and Diplomacy in Second World War Britain’, 
International History Review, Vol. 19, No 1 (1997) 
 
R. Samuel (ed) Patriotism: The Making and Unmaking of British National Identity, Volume 2 
(Routlege, 1989) chapter 12 
 
Dorothy Sheridan (ed) Wartime Women: A Mass-Observation Anthology (Mandarin, 1991) chapter 
17 
 
Matthew Stibbe, Women in the Third Reich (Arnold, 2003) chapters 2 and 4 
 
T. Stone, ‘Creating a (Gendered?) Military Identity: The Women’s Auxiliary Air Force in Great Britain 
in the Second World War’, Women’s History Review, Vol. 8, No. 4 (1999) 
 
Yuki Tanaka, Japan’s Comfort Women (Routledge, 2001) 
 
Patricia J. Thomas, ‘Women in the Military: America and the British Commonwealth’, Armed Forces 
and Society, Vol. 4, No. 4 (1978) 
 
Barbara Brooks Tomblin, GI Nightingales: The Army Nurse Corps in World War II (University Press 
of Kentucky, 1996) 
 
Tova Yedlin (ed) Women in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union (Praeger, 1980) chapter 8 
 
Pan Yihong, ‘Feminism and Nationalism in China’s War of Resistance against Japan’, International 
History Review, Vol. 19, No. 1, 1997 
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Topic 4: Women in covert roles during the Second World War 
 
Essential reading: 
Paula Schwartz, ‘Partisanes and Gender Politics in Vichy France’, French Historical Studies, Vol. 
16, No. 1, 1989 (online journal) 
 
Juliane Furst, ‘Heroes, Lovers, Victims: Partisan Girls during the Great Fatherland War’, Minerva: 
Quarterly Report on Women and the Military, Vol. 18, Nos 3-4 (2000) (pdf file on Blackboard) 
 
Further reading: 
Elizabeth Roberts Baer and Myrna Goldenberg, Experience and Expression: Women, the Nazis 
and the Holocaust (Wayne State University Press, 2003) chapter 7 
 
John Costello, Love, Sex and War (Collins, 1985) chapter 12 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 8 
 
Hanna Diamond, Women and the Second World War in France 1939-1948: Choices and 
Constraints (Longman/Pearson, 1999) Part One 
 
Margaret Randolph Higonnet et al, eds, Behind the Lines: Gender and the Two World Wars (Yale 
University Press, 1987) chapter 10 
 
Eva Isaksson (ed) Women and the Military System (St Martin’s Press, 1988) chapter 3 
 
Dalia Ofer and Lenore J. Weitzman (eds) Women in the Holocaust (Yale University Press, 1998) 
part 3  
 
Sybil Oldfield, Women Against the Iron Fist: Alternatives to Militarism 1900-1989 (Blackwell, 1989) 
chapter 6 
 
Alison Owings, Frauen: German Women Recall the Third Reich (Penguin, 1995) chapters: “The 
ambivalence of avoidance”, “I was alone and I had the whole city against me” and “A modest 
woman of the resistance” 
 
Martin Pugh, Women and the Women’s Movement in Britain 1914-1959 (Macmillan, 1992) chapter 
9 
 
Matthew Stibbe, Women in the Third Reich (Arnold, 2003) chapter 6 
 
Margaret C. Weitz, Sisters in the Resistance: How Women Fought to Free France 1940-1945 (John 
Wiley, 1995) 
 
Tova Yedlin (ed) Women in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union (Praeger, 1980) chapter 9 
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Topic 5: Women in civil wars and wars of resistance 
 
Essential reading: 
P. Johnson and E. Kuttab, ‘Where have all the women (and men) gone? Reflections on gender and 
the second Palestinian intifada’, Feminist Review, No. 69 (2001) (online journal) 
 
Aaronette M. White, ‘All the Men are Fighting for Freedom, All the Women are Mourning Their Men, 
But Some of Us Carried Guns: A Race-Gendered Analysis of Fanon’s Psychological Perspectives 
on War’, Signs, Vol. 32, No. 4 (2007) (online journal) 
 
Further reading: 
 
Africa 
Jill M. Bystdyzienski, ed, Women Transforming Politics: Worldwide Strategies for Empowerment 
(Indiana University Press, 1992) chapter 9 (Uganda) 
 
J. Cock, ‘Women and the Military: Implications for Demilitarization in the 1990s in South Africa’, 
Gender and Society, Vol. 8, No. 2 (1994) 
 
Miranda Davies, Third World, Second Sex (Zed Books, 1983) chapters 6 and 9 (Zimbabwe), 
chapter 7 (Namibia), chapter 10 (Eritrea) 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 13 (Algeria) 
 
Ruth Howes and Michael Stevenson (eds) Women and the Use of Military Force (Lynne Rienner, 
1993), chapter 13 (South Africa) 
 
Eva Isaksson (ed) Women and the Military System (St Martin’s Press, 1988) chapter 11 (Algeria)  
 
Sharon Macdonald, Pat Holden and Shirley Ardener (eds) Images of Women in Peace and War 
(Macmillan, 1987) chapter 5 (Kenya) 
 
Judith Hicks Stiehm, Women and Men’s Wars: Special Issue of Women’s Studies International 
Forum (Pergamon, 1983) see article by Thompson (Zimbabwe)  
 
Mary Ann Tetreault, Women and Revolution in Africa, Asia and the New World (University of South 
Carolina Press, 1994) chapters 2 (Mozambique), 3 (Zimbabwe) and 4 (Angola) 

 
China 
Carol R. Berkin and Clara M. Lovett (ed) Women, War and Revolution (Holmes and Meier, 1980) 
chapter 7 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 5 
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Christina K. Gilmartin, et al (eds) Engendering China (Harvard University Press, 1994) chapter 9 
 
Mary Ann Tetreault, Women and Revolution in Africa, Asia and the New World (University of South 
Carolina Press, 1994) chapter 6 
 
 
Nicaragua 
Jill M. Bystdyzienski, ed, Women Transforming Politics: Worldwide Strategies for Empowerment 
(Indiana University Press, 1992) chapter 10 (Nicaragua) 
 
Ruth Howes and Michael Stevenson (eds) Women and the Use of Military Force (Lynne Rienner, 
1993), chapter 12 (Nicaragua) 
 
Eva Isaksson (ed) Women and the Military System (St Martin’s Press, 1988) chapter 12 
(Nicaragua)  
 
Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin (eds) The Women and War Reader (New York University 
Press, 1998) chapter 17 (Nicaragua)   
 
 
Palestine 
N. Abdo, ‘Women, war and peace: Reflection from the Intifada’, Women’s Studies  
International Forum, Vol. 25, No. 5 (2002) 
 
Haleh Afshar (ed) Women and Politics in the Third World (Routledge, 1996) chapters 10-11  
 
Ebba Augustin (ed) Palestinian Women: Identity and Experience (Zed Books, 1993) part 2 
 
Jill M. Bystdyzienski, ed, Women Transforming Politics: Worldwide Strategies for Empowerment 
(Indiana University Press, 1992) chapter 10 
 
Miranda Davies, Third World, Second Sex (Zed Books, 1983) chapter 5 
 
F.S. Hasso, ‘Discursive and Political Deployments by/of the 2002 Palestinian Women Suicide 
Bombers/Martyrs’, Feminist Review, Vol. 81 (2005) 
 
Tumar Mayer, Women and the Israeli Occupation (Routledge, 1994) chapters 1-7 
 
Julie Petect, Gender in Crisis: Women and the Palestinian Resistance Movement (Columbia 
University Press, 1991) 
 
Simona Sharoni, Gender and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: The Politics of Women’s Resistance 
(Syracuse University Press, 1995) 
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Spain 
Jim Fyrth (ed) with Sally Alexander, Women’s Voices from the Spanish Civil War (Lawrence and 
Wishart, 1991) 
 
Mary Nash, ‘”Milicianas” and Homefront Heroines: Images of Women in Revolutionary Spain 1936-
1939’, History of European Ideas, Vol. 11 (1989) 
 
Mary Nash, ‘Women in War: Milicianas and Armed Combat in Revolutionary Spain 1936-1939’, 
International History Review, Vol. 15, No. 2 (1993) 
 
Kathleen Richmond, Women and Spanish Fascism (Routledge, 2003) 
 
 
Vietnam 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 10 
 
Sandra C. Taylor, Vietnamese Women at War: Fighting for Ho Chi Minh and the Revolution 
(University of Kansas Press, 1999) 
 
Mary Ann Tetreault, Women and Revolution in Africa, Asia and the New World (University of South 
Carolina Press, 1994) chapter 5 
 
William S. Turley, ‘Women in the Communist Revolution in Vietnam’, Asian Survey, Vol. 12, No. 9, 
1972 
 
Karen Gottschang Turner with Phan Thanh Hao, Even the Women Must Fight: Memories of War 
from North Vietnam (John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 1998) 
 
 
 
Other conflicts 
S. Benton, ‘Women Disarmed: The Militarization of Politics in Ireland 1913-23’, Feminist Review, 
Vol. 50 (1995)  
 
Barbara Evans Clements, Bolshevik Women (Cambridge University Press, 1997) (Russia) 
 
Nikki Craske, Women and Politics in Latin America (Polity Press, 1999) chapter 7 (overview) 
 
Miranda Davies, Third World, Second Sex (Zed Books, 1983) chapter 8 (El Salvador) 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Does Khaki Become You? The Militarization of Women’s Lives (Pandora, 1988) 
chapter 6 (overview) 
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Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin (eds) The Women and War Reader (New York University 
Press, 1998) chapter 18 (Zapatistas)  
 
Rita Manchanda, Women, War and Peace in South Asia: Beyond Victimhood to Agency (Sage, 
2001) chapter 6 (Nepal) 
 
Judith Hicks Stiehm, Women and Men’s Wars: Special Issue of Women’s Studies International 
Forum (Pergamon, 1983) see article by Aguilar-San Juan (Philippines) 
 
Richard Stites, The Women’s Liberation Movement in Russia: Feminism, Nihilism and Bolshevism 
1986-1930 (Princeton University Press, 1978) chapters 9-12 (Russia) 
 

Mary Ann Tetreault, Women and Revolution in Africa, Asia and the New World (University of South 
Carolina Press, 1994) chapters 7 (Korea), 8 (Indonesia) and chapters 18-19 offer overviews and 
reflections 
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Topic 6: Gender and militaries revisited 
 
Essential reading: 
L.L. Miller, ‘Not Just Weapons of the Weak: Gender Harassment as a Form of Protest for Army 
Men’, Social Psychology Quarterly, Vol. 60, No. 1 (1997) (online journal) 
 
Regina Titunik, ‘The First Wave: Gender Integration and Military Culture’, Armed Forces and 
Society, Vol. 26, No. 2 (2000) (online journal) 
 
 
Further reading: 
Sandra Albano, ‘Military Recognition of Family Concerns: Revolutionary War to 1993’,  
Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 20, No. 2 (1994) 
 
Betty Alt, Following the Flag: Marriage and the Modern Military (Praeger, 2006) chapter 5 
 
J.N. Baldwin, ‘Female Promotions in Male-Dominant Organizations: The Case of the United States 
Military,’ Journal of Politics, Vol. 58, No. 4 (1996) 
 
J.C. Campbell et al, ‘Intimate Partner Violence and Abuse Among Active Duty Military Women’, 
Violence Against Women, Vol 9, No. 9 (2003) 
 
Missy Cummings, Hornet’s Nest: The Experiences of One of the Navy’s First Female Fighter Pilots 
(Writer’s Showcase, 1999) chapters 1-3, 6, 8 and 9 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 19 
 
Karen Dunivin, ‘Military Culture: Change and Continuity’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 20, No. 4 
(1994) 
 
Kathleen P. Durning, ‘Women at the Naval Academy: An Attitude Survey’, Armed Forces and 
Society, Vol. 4, No. 4 (1978) 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Does Khaki Become You? The Militarization of Women’s Lives (Pandora, 1988) 
chapter 3 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases (University of California Press, 1990) chapter 4 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarising Women’s Lives (University of 
California Press, 2000) chapters 4-6 
 
J.M. Firestrone and R.J. Harris, ‘Sexual Harassment in the United States Military: Individualized and 
Environmental Contexts’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 21, No. 1 (1994) 
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J.M. Firestone and R.J. Harris, ‘Perceptions of effectiveness of responses to sexual harassment in 
the US military, 1988 and 1995’, Gender, Work and Organization, Vol. 10, No. 1 (2003) 
 
Juanita M. Firestone and Richard J. Harris, ‘Changes in Patterns of Sexual Harassment in the US 
Military: A Comparison of the 1988 and 1995 DoD Surveys’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 25, 
No. 4 (1999) 
 
Juanita M. Firestone and Richard J. Harris, ‘Sexual Harassment in the US Military: Individualized 
and Environmental Contexts’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 21, No. 1 (1994) 
 
Margaret C. Harrell, ‘Army officers’ spouses: Have the white gloves been mothballed?’, Armed 
Forces and Society, Vol. 28, No. 1 (2001) 
 
Melissa S. Herbert, Camouflage Isn’t Only for Combat: Gender, Sexuality and Women in the 
Military (New York University Press, 1998) 
 
Donna M. Hughes, Katherine Y. Chon and Derek P. Ellerman, ‘Modern-Day Comfort Women: The 
US Military, Transnational Crime and the Trafficking of Women’, Violence Against Women, Vol. 13, 
No. 9 (2007) 
 
Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Judith Reppy (eds) Beyond Zero Tolerance (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1999) chapters 1-2, 8-10 and 12 
 
Michael Kimmel, ‘Saving the Males: The Sociological Implications of the Virginia Military Institute 
and the Citadel’, Gender and Society, Vol. 14, No. 4 (2000) 
 
Brenda L. Moore, ‘African-American Women in the US Military’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 17, 
No. 3 (1991) 
 
M. Morris, ‘By Force of Arms: Rape, War and Military Culture’, Duke Law Journal, Vol. 45, No. 4 
(1996) 
 
Robert F. Priest, Alan G. Vitters and Howard T. Prince, ‘Coeducation at West Point’, Armed Forces 
and Society, Vol. 4, No. 4 (1978) 
 
Leora N. Rosen and Lee Martin, ‘Sexual Harassment, Cohesion, and Combat Readiness in US 
Army Support Units’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 24, No. 2 (1997) 
 
Leora N. Rosen, Kathryn H. Knudson and Peggy Fancher, ‘Cohesion and the Culture of 
Hypermasculinity in US Army Units’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 29, No. 3 (2003) 
 
Mady Wechsler Segal, ‘The Military and the Family as Greedy Institutions’, Armed Forces and 
Society, Vol. 13, No. 1 (1986) 
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Randy Shilts, Conduct Unbecoming: Gays and Lesbians in the US Military (St Martin’s, 1993) 
chapters 14 and 44 
 
Judith Hicks Stiehm, Arms and the Enlisted Woman (Temple University Press, 1989) chapters 1, 4 
and 7 
 
S. Trinka, ‘Living a Life of Sex and Danger: Women, Warfare and Sex in Military Folk Rhymes’, 
Western Folkore, Vol. 54, No. 3 (1995) 
 
R.N. Weber, ‘Manufacturing Gender in Commercial and Military Cockpit Design’, Science 
Technology and Human Values, Vol. 22, No. 2 (1997) 
 
Laurie Weinstein and Christie C. White (eds) Wives and Warriors: Women and the Military in the 
United States and Canada (Bergin & Garvey, 1997) chapters 1-3, 7-10, appendix 
 
Suzanne Wood, Jacquelyn Scarville and Katherine S. Gravino, ‘Waiting Wives: Separation and 
Reunion among Army Wives’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 21, No. 2 (1995) 
 
Rachel Woodward and Patricia Winter, ‘Discourses of Gender in the Contemporary British Army’, 
Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 30, No. 2 (2004)  
 
Sara L. Ziegler and Gregory G. Gunderson, Moving Beyond G.I. Jane: Women and the US Military 
(University Press of America, 2005), chapter 6 
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Topic 7: Women soldiers in the post-Cold War period 
 
Essential reading: 
S. Sunindyo, ‘When the Earth is Female and the Nation is Mother: Gender, the Armed Forces and 
Nationalism in Indonesia’, Feminist Review, Vol. 58, No. 1 (1998) (online journal) 
 
Sara L. Ziegler and Gregory G. Gunderson, Moving Beyond G.I. Jane: Women and the US Military 
(University Press of America, 2005), chapter 7 (pdf file on Blackboard) 
 
 
Further reading: 
Elisabetta Addis, Valeria E. Russo and Lorenza Sebesta, eds, Women Soldiers: Images and 
Realities (Macmillan, 1994) chapters 5-7 
 
Jean Boulegue, ‘”Feminization” and the French Military: An Anthropological Approach’, Armed 
Forces and Society, Vol. 17, No. 3 (1991) 
 
Helena Carreiras, Gender and the Military (Routledge, 2006) chapters 4-7 and conclusion 
 
Christopher Dandeker, ‘New Times for the Military’, British Journal of Sociology, Vol. 45, No. 4 
(1994) 
 
Christopher Dandeker and M.W. Segal, ‘Gender Integration in Armed Forces: Recent Policy 
Developments in the United Kingdom’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 23, No. 1 (1996) 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird (eds) A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 15 
 
S. Dohkgoh, ‘Attitudes Toward Female Integration in the Korean Military’, Korean Journal of 
Defense Analysis, Vol. 15, No. 1 (2003) 
 
Mazurana Dyan, Gender, Conflict and Peacekeeping (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005) chapters 5-8 
 
Cynthia Enloe, The Morning After: Sexual Politics at the End of the Cold War (University of 
California Press, 1993) chapters 1, 3, 6 and 7 
 
Mary-Jane Fox, ‘Girl Soldiers: Human Security and Gendered Insecurity’, Security Dialogue, Vol. 
35, No. 4 (2004) 
 
Paul Higate, ‘Peacekeepers, Masculinities and Sexual Exploitation’, Men and Masculinities, Vol. 10, 
No. 1 (2007) 
 
Ruth Howes and Michael Stevenson, eds, Women and the Use of Military Force (Lynne Rienner, 
1993), chapter 7 
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Krista Hunt and Kim Rygiel, eds, (En)Gendering the War on Terror: War Stories and Camouflaged 
Politics (Ashgate, 2006) chapters 3 and 4 
 
Sheila Jeffreys, ‘Double Jeopardy: Women, the US Military and the War in Iraq’, Women’s Studies 
International Forum, Vol. 30, No. 1 (2007) 
 
Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Judith Reppy (eds) Beyond Zero Tolerance (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1999) chapter 7 
 
Gerhard Kummel, ‘Complete Access: Women in the Bundeswehr and Male Ambivalence’, Armed 
Forces and Society, Vol. 28, No. 4, 2002 
 
Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin, eds, The Women and War Reader (New York University 
Press, 1998) chapter 12 
 
Mary K. Meyer and Elisabeth Prugl, eds, Gender Politics in Global Governance (Rowman and 
Littlefield, 1999) chapter 3 
 
Charles C. Moskos, John Allen Williams and David R. Segal, eds, The Postmodern Military: Armed 
Forces after the Cold War (Oxford University Press, 2000) chapter 2 
 
Louise Olsson and Torunn L. Tryggestad, Women and International Peacekeeping (Frank Cass, 
2001) 
 
A.O. Quester and C.L. Gilroy, ‘Women and minorities in America’s volunteer military’, 
Contemporary Economic Policy, Vol. 20, No. 2 (2002) 
 
H. Smith, ‘The Dynamics of Social Change and the Australian Defense Force’, Armed Forces and 
Society, Vol. 21, No. 4 (1995) 
 
Judith H. Stiehm, ‘Peacekeeping and Peace Research: Men’s and Women’s Work’, Women and 
Politics, Vol. 18, No. 1 (1997) 
 
Bruce Tucker and Priscilla L. Walton, ‘From “General’s Daughter” to “Coal Miner’s Daughter”: 
Spinning and Counter-Spinning Jessica Lynch’, Canadian Review of American Studies, Vol. 36, No. 
3 (2006) 
 
Sean P. Walsh, ‘The Roar of the Lion City: Ethnicity, Gender and Culture in the Singapore Armed 
Forces’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 33, No. 2 (2007) 
 
Laurie Weinstein and Christie C. White, eds, Wives and Warriors: Women and the Military in the 
United States and Canada (Bergin & Garvey, 1997), chapter 5 
 
R. Woodward and P. Winter, ‘Gender and the Limits to Diversity in the Contemporary British Army’, 
Gender Work and Organization, Vol. 13, No. 1 (2006) 
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8. Citizenship and military service  
 
Essential reading: 
J. Robbins and U. Ben-Eliezer, ‘New Roles or “New Times”? Gender Inequality and Militarism in 
Israel’s Nation-in-Arms’, Social Politics, Vol. 7, No. 3 (2000) (online journal) 
 
R.C. Snyder, ‘The Citizen-Soldier Tradition and Gender Integration of the U.S. Military’, Armed 
Forces and Society, Vol. 29, No. 2 (2003) (online journal) 
 
 
Further reading: 
Elisabetta Addis, Valeria E. Russo and Lorenza Sebesta, eds, Women Soldiers: Images and 
Realities (Macmillan, 1994) chapter 7 
 
Joan Beaumont, ‘Australian Citizenship and the Two World Wars’, Australian Journal of Politics and 
History, Vol. 53, No. 2 (2007) 
 
Aaron Belkin and Melissa Levitt, ‘Homosexuality and the Israel Defense Forces: Did Lifting the Gay 
Ban Undermine Military Performance?’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 27, No. 4 (2001) 
 
Carol Cohn, ‘How Can She Claim Equal Rights When She Doesn’t Have to Do as Many Push-Ups 
as I Do? The Framing of Men’s Opposition to Women’s Equality in the Military’, Men and 
Masculinities, Vol. 3, No. 2 (2000) 
 
Gerard DeGroot and Corinna Peniston-Bird, eds, A Soldier and a Woman: Sexual Integration in the 
Military (Longman/Pearson, 2000) chapter 14   
 
M.C. Devilbiss, ‘Gender Integration and Unit Deployment: A Study of GI Jo’, Armed Forces and 
Society, Vol. 11, No. 4 (1985) 
 
Cynthia Enloe, Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarising Women’s Lives (University of 
California Press, 2000) chapter 7 
 
Jean Bethke Elshtain, ‘”Shooting” at the wrong target: a response to Van Creveld’, Millennium, Vol. 
29, No. 2 (2000) 
 
Ilene Rose Feinman, Citizenship Rites: Feminist Soldiers and Feminist Antimilitarists (New York 
University Press, 2000) 
 
Azar Gat, ‘Female Participation in War: Bio-cultural Interactions’, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 
23, No. 4 (2000) 
 
Galia Golan, ‘Militarization and Gender: The Israeli Experience’, Women’s Studies International 
Forum, Vol. 20, Nos 5-6 (1997) 
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Joshua S. Goldstein, War and Gender (Cambridge University Press, 2001), chapters 3-5 
 
Stephanie Gutman, The Kinder, Gentler Military: Can America’s Gender Neutral Fighting Force Still 
Win Wars? (Scribner, 2000) 
 
Darlene M. Iskra, ‘Attitudes Toward Expanding Roles for Navy Women at Sea: Results of a Content 
Analysis’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 33, No. 2 (2007) 
 
Philip A. Kalisch and Margaret Scobey, ‘Female Nurses in American Wars: Helplessness 
Suspended for the Duration’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 9, No. 2 (1983) 
 
Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Judith Reppy (eds) Beyond Zero Tolerance (Rowman and Littlefield, 
1999) chapters 4-5 and 11 
 
Caroline Kennedy-Pipe, ‘Women and the Military’, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 23, No. 4 
(2000) 
 
Xiaolin Li, ‘Chinese Women in the People’s Liberation Army: Professionals or Quasi-
Professionals?’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 20, No. 1 (1993) 
 
Sharon Macdonald, Pat Holden and Shirley Ardener (eds) Images of Women in Peace and War 
(Macmillan, 1987) chapter 6 
 
Pam Maclean, ‘An Almost Universal Scheme of National Service in Australia in the 1950s’, 
Australian Journal of Politics and History, Vol. 52, No. 3 (2006) 
 
Veronique Pin-Fat and Maria Stern, ‘The Scripting of Private Jessica Lynch: Biopolitics, Gender and 
the “Feminization” of the US Military’, Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, Vol. 30, No. 1 (2005) 
 
George H. Quester, ‘Women in Combat’, International Security (spring 1977) 
 
Leora Rosen et al, ‘Cohesion and Readiness in Gender-Integrated Combat Service Support Units: 
The Impact of Acceptance of Women and Gender Ratio’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 22, No. 4 
(1996) 
 
Leora Rosen, Paul Bliese, Kathleen Wright and Robert Gifford, ‘Gender Composition and Group 
Cohesion in US Army Units: A Comparison Across Five Studies’, Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 
25, No. 3 (1999) 
 
Orna Sasson-Levy, ‘Feminism and military gender practices: Israeli women soldiers in “masculine” 
roles’, Sociological Inquiry, Vol. 73, No. 3 (2003)  
 
Orna Sasson-Levy, ‘Contradictory Consequences of Mandatory Conscription: The Case of Women 
Secretaries in the Israeli Military’, Gender and Society, Vol. 21, No. 4 (2007) 
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Orna Sasson-Levy and Sarit Amram-Katz, ‘Gender Integration in Israeli Officer Training: 
Degendering and Regendering the Military’, Signs, Vol. 33, No. 1 (2007) 
 
Rosemarie Skaine, Women at War: Gender Issues of Americans in Combat (McFarland & 
Company, 1999) chapters 2, 5-12 
 
Judith Hicks Stiehm, Arms and the Enlisted Woman (Temple University Press, 1989) chapters 8 
and 9 
 
Martin Van Creveld, ‘The Great Illusion: Women in the Military’, Millennium, Vol. 29, No. 2 (2000) 
 
Martin Van Creveld, ‘Less Than We Can Be: Men, Women and the Modern Military’, Journal of 
Strategic Studies, Vol. 23, No. 4 (2000) 
 
Laurie Weinstein and Christie C. White (eds) Wives and Warriors: Women and the Military in the 
United States and Canada (Bergin & Garvey, 1997), chapter 6  
 
Sara L. Ziegler and Gregory G. Gunderson, Moving Beyond G.I. Jane: Women and the US Military 
(University Press of America, 2005), chapters 3 and 4 
 


