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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will examine the role of gender in crime and criminal justice and will cover 
the following topics from a cross-cultural perspective: 1) Globalization and its effects on 
women and men; 2) The gendered nature of offending and its explanations 3) the 
gendered nature of victimization and the intersection between victimization and human 
rights abuses: intimate partner and family violence, the effects of international conflict, 
prostitution/trafficking, slavery, sexualized torture, and female genital mutilation; 4) the 
gendered nature of social control; women and men as criminal justice professionals.  
Special emphasis will be placed on the intersection of gender with race, ethnicity and 
class, including indigenous peoples. 
 
TEACHING STYLE: Classroom lectures, seminars by guest speakers, video 
presentations, classroom discussions, case studies, student participation and workshops. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
Students will be able to: 

- Advance their knowledge of issues pertaining to gender and the criminal justice 
system both at the national and international level 

- Apply a range of theories to studying women, men and international criminal 
justice 

- Address gender issues from a global point of view 
- Understand the difficulties involved in comparative cross-cultural research 
- Focus or narrow down further their interests for future research 
- Develop critical thinking towards theory and practice    

  
REQUIREMENTS: 
 

1. Assigned readings should be completed before each class.  Everyone must read all 
the readings.  Each student will be assigned one reading to present to the class.  
Instructions are at the end of the syllabus.  

2. Each film will involve writing a reaction paper.  This involves critiquing the film 
as well as connecting it to the readings.  Instructions at the end of this syllabus. 

3. There will be an in class final exam, which will be open book and essay-based. 
4. A research paper is required (10-15 pages, double-spaced). Details appear at the 

end of this syllabus. DUE MARCH 28th. Further details will be discussed in class.  
The best research paper will be submitted to John Jay’s Finest and/or to the 
American Society of Criminology International Division’s Student Paper 
Competition. 

5. Other short assignments may be given. 
 

N.B. No make up tests or exams will be given unless medical documentation is 
provided. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
This class runs largely as a seminar.  For this reasons, regular attendance is important.  
Good performance on the assignments will require knowledge of material presented in 
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classes. Hence, any absence will be likely to affect grades. Missing more than two week’s 
classes (4 absences) will result in a reduced grade.  
 
CLASSROOM GUIDELINES: 
1. ARRIVE ON TIME. Late arrival is disruptive to the students and the professor. 
2. REMAIN IN THE CLASSROOM FOR THE ENTIRE PERIOD. Once you have 
entered the classroom you may only leave for an emergency or with the professor’s 
permission. 
3.  PAY ATTENTION TO THE LECTURE OR DISCUSSION GOING ON IN THE 
CLASSROOM.  Classroom activities are centered on teaching and learning.  Any activity 
that does not contribute to these processes is not allowed. 
4. FOOD MAY NOT BE BROUGHT INTO OR CONSUMED IN THE CLASSROOM.   
5. NO CELL PHONES, UNLESS YOU HAVE AN IMPENDING EMERGENCY IN 
WHICH CASE YOU SHOULD SET YOUR RINGER TO VIBRATE. 
 
Violating any of the above listed rules may result in a reduced grade. 
GRADING: 
 
Final grades will be determined as follows: 
Final exam      25% 
Article summary and presentation  10% 
Film reaction papers    10% 
Research paper    35% 
Attendance, punctuality, participation 20% 
      100% 
 
Grade points:  93.0-100.0 = A; 90.0-92.9=A-; 87.1-89.9 = B+; 83.0-87 = B; 80.0-
82.9=B-; 77.1-79.9 = C+; 73.0-77.9 = C; 70.0-72.9=C-; 67.1-69.9=D+; 63.0-67.0=D; 
60.0-62.9=D-; below 60 = F. 
 
The research paper will be turned in using www.turnitin.com.  As you may already know, 
John Jay College subscribes to “Turnitin,” an on-line plagiarism prevention service.  I 
require all students to submit either a hard copy of their paper or an electronic version for 
“turnitin.” on the due date as proof of having met the deadline.  However, no grade will 
be given unless an electronic version is submitted to www.turnitin.com, Assignments 
submitted to Turnitin will be included in Turnitin's restricted access database solely for 
the purpose of detecting plagiarism. Students may not submit an electronic version of a 
written assignment to Turnitin in advance of the due date to "test" the assignment's 
originality. Students may not submit original material for this course that has been or is 
being used for written assignments in other courses.   New users will need to log on (see 
the upper right hand corner of the homepage).  Our class ID is 1770563 and our password 
is Barberet. 
 
Late papers will lose five points for each day late. 
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CUNY POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Academic Dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and is 
punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion, as provided 
herein. 
 
Definitions and Examples of Academic Dishonesty 
 
I. Cheating is the unauthorized use or attempted use of material, information, notes, study 
aids, devices or communication during an academic exercise. 

 
The following are some examples of cheating, but by no means is it an exhaustive 
list: 

• Copying from another student during an examination or allowing another to copy 
your work. 

• Unauthorized collaboration on a take home assignment or examination. 
• Using notes during a closed book examination. 
• Taking an examination for another student, or asking or allowing another student 

to take an examination for you. 
• Changing a graded exam and returning it for more credit. 
• Submitting substantial portions of the same paper to more than one course without 

consulting with each instructor. 
• Preparing answers or writing notes in a blue book (exam booklet) before an 

examination. 
• Allowing others to research and write assigned papers or do assigned projects, 

including use of commercial term paper services. 
• Giving assistance to acts of academic misconduct/ dishonesty. 
• Fabricating data (all or in part). 
• Submitting someone else’s work as your own. 
• Unauthorized use during an examination of any electronic devices such as cell 

phones, palm pilots, computers or other technologies to retrieve or send 
information. 

 
II. Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writings as your 
own. 
The following are some examples of plagiarism, but by no means is it an exhaustive list: 

• Copying another person’s actual words without the use of quotation marks and 
footnotes attributing the words to their source. 

• Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without 
acknowledging the source. 

• Using information that is not common knowledge without acknowledging the 
source. 

• Failing to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments. 
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Internet plagiarism includes submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers, 
paraphrasing or copying information from the internet without citing the source, and 
“cutting & pasting” from various sources without proper attribution. 
 

    TEXTS AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS: 
 
Since this is an evolving field of interest, no standard textbook is available. Journal 
articles and internet sources are on reserve in John Jay library at www.lib.jjay.cuny.edu 
under SOC333.  The password is gender. Books from which chapters have been assigned 
are on regular reserve in the library.   

 
COURSE OUTLINE1 

(Readings with an * are those to be presented by students) 
 
Week 1: Introduction to the course; gender & crime.  
(January 31) Film: Tough Guise 
 
Natarajan, M. and Ciobanu, M. (2005) “Gender and International Criminal Justice” in 
Natarajan (Ed.) Introduction to International Criminal Justice.  New York: McGraw-
Hill. 
Flavin, J. (2001) “Feminism for the Mainstream Criminologist: An Invitation.”  Journal 
of Criminal Justice, 29:271-285. 
Steffensmeier, D. and Schwartz, J. (2004) “Contemporary Explanations of Women’s 
Crime”.  In Price, B.R. and Sokoloff, N.J. (Eds.) The Criminal Justice System and 
Women: Offenders and Prisoners, Victims and Workers.  New York: McGraw-Hill. 
On reserve. 
 
Week 2: Gender, globalization, development and human rights  
(February 7)   
 
Bunch, Charlotte (2006) “Women’s Rights as Human Rights: Towards a Re-Vision of 
Human Rights.  Chapter 2 in Lockwood, Bert (Ed.) Women’s Rights: A Human Rights 
Quarterly Reader.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 
Connell, R.W. (1998) “Masculinities and Globalization.”  Men and Masculinities, 1/1:3-
23. 
World Bank (2001) Engendering development through gender equality in rights, 
resources, and voice http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/servlet/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2001/03/01/000094946_01020
805393496/Rendered/PDF/multi_page.pdf 
 
Week 3: International organizations, gender and criminal justice  
(February 14) Guest lecturer: Professor Ji Hyon Kang.  Film: Through Chinese Women’s 
Eyes.  Library assignment distributed, due next session.   
 
                                                
1 I reserve the right to modify this syllabus to incorporate events, speakers or film showings that arise and 
are relevant to the learning objectives of this course. 
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Jiaxiang, Wang (1996) “What are Chinese Women Faced with After Beijing?” Feminist 
Studies, 22/3:497-501. 
Connell, R.W. (2005). “Change Among the Gatekeepers: Men, Masculinities and Gender 
Equality in the Global Arena.”  Signs, 30/3:1801-1825. 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm 
Oxford, Connie G. (2005) “Protectors and Victims in the Gender Regime of Asylum.”  
National Women’s Studies Association Journal, 17/3:18-38. 
 
February 21 – NO CLASS 
 
Week 4: CSW Event on Improving the Treatment of Women and Girls in Prison. 
(February 28)  Details TBA. 
 
Sudbury, J. (2004) “Women of Color, Globalization and the Politics of Incarceration” in 
Price, B.R. and Sokoloff, N.J. (Eds.) The Criminal Justice System and Women: Offenders 
and Prisoners, Victims and Workers.  New York: McGraw-Hill. On reserve. 
Walmsley, Roy (2006) World Female Imprisonment List.  Available at 
www.prisonstudies.org 
 
Week 5: Global Women’s Activism 
(March 7) Film: Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo 
 
*Graybill, L. (2004) “Women’s Rights and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission: 
An Unfinished Agenda.”  In Pickering, S. and Lambert, C. (Eds.) Global Issues, Women 
and Justice.  Sydney: Sydney Institute of Criminology Series 19. 
*Spees, Pam (2003) Women’s Advocacy in the Creation of the International Criminal 
Court: Changing the Landscapes of Justice and Power.  Signs: Journal of Women in 
Culture and Society 28/4:1233-1254. 
*Abreu Hernandez, Viviana M. (2002) “The Mothers of La Plaza de Mayo: A Peace 
Movement.”  Peace & Change, 27/3:385-411. 
 
Week 6. Global Crime Prevention and Gender 
(March 14) 
 
Shaw, M. “Gender and Crime Prevention”.  www.crime-prevention-intl.org 
Shaw, M. “Developing Trust: International Approaches to Women’s Safety.”  
www.crime-prevention-intl.org 
 
Week 7. 
Femicide, Intimate partner violence and sexual assault around the world 
(March 21)  Film: Crimes of Honour 
 
World Health Organization (2002) World Report on Violence and Health.  Geneva: 
WHO.  Chapters 4 (“Violence by Intimate Partners”) and 6 (“Sexual Violence”).  On 
reserve. 
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*Sev’er, A. and Yurdakul, G. (2001) “Culture of Honor, Culture of Change: A Feminist 
Analysis of Honor Killings in Rural Turkey.”  Violence Against Women, 7/9:964-998. 
*Natarajan, M. (1995), Victimization of Women: A Theoretical Perspective on Dowry 
Deaths in India. International Review of Victimology. 3: 297-308. 
*Hajjar, L. (2004)”Religion, State Power and Domestic Violence in Muslim Societies: A 
Framework for Comparative Analysis.”  Law and Social Inquiry, 1-38. 
 
Week 8: Sex work, Prostitution and Trafficking in Human Beings. 
(March 28) Film: Sex Slaves.  Your research paper is due today. 
 
*Scott, J., Minichiello, V., Marino, R., Harvey, G.P., Jamieson, M. and Browne, J. (2005) 
“Understanding the New Context of the Male Sex Work Industry.”  Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 20/3:320-42. 
*Outshoorn, J. (2005) “The Political Debates on Prostitution and Trafficking of Women.”  
Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society, 12/1:141-155. 
*Farley, Melissa (2004) “’Bad the for the body, bad for the heart’: Prostitution Harms 
Women Even if Legalized or Decriminalized.”  Violence Against Women, 10/10:1087-
1125. 
*Kempadoo, Kamala (2004) “Prostitution and the Globalization of Sex Workers’ Rights” 
in Price, B.R. and Sokoloff, N.J. (Eds.) The Criminal Justice System and Women: 
Offenders and Prisoners, Victims and Workers.  New York: McGraw-Hill. 
 
APRIL 4 – NO CLASS (Spring Break) 
 
Week 9: Militarization, armed conflict and gendered violence: gendercide, child 
soldiers, sexual assault during war, peacekeeping, refugee status. 
(April 11)  
 
*Jones, A. (2000) “Gendercide and Genocide.” Journal of Genocide Research, 2/2:185-
211. 
*Stephen, L. (2004) “Militarisation, gender and ethnicity in Southern Mexico.”  In 
Pickering, S. and Lambert, C. (Eds.) Global Issues, Women and Justice.  Sydney: Sydney 
Institute of Criminology Series 19. 
*Carey, Henry F.(2001) “‘Women and Peace and Security’: The Politics of Implementing 
Gender Sensitivity Norms in Peacekeeping.” International Peacekeeping, 8/2:49-68. 
*Fox, Mary-Jane (2004) “Girl Soldiers: Human Security and Gendered Security.” 
Security Dialogue, 35/4:465-479. 
*Carlson, E.S. (2006) “The Hidden Prevalence of Male Sexual Assault During War: 
Observations on Blunt Trauma to the Male Genitals.”  British Journal of Criminology, 
46:16-25. 
*Farwell, N. (2004) “War Rape: New Conceptualizations and Responses.” Affilia, 
19/4:389-403. 
 
Week 10.  Bodies, Souls and International Criminal Justice: Female Genital 
Mutilation, Gender and Torture 
(April 18) Film: Warrior Marks 
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*Boyle, E.H. (2000) “National Politics as International Process: The Case of Anti-
Female-Genital-Cutting Laws.”  Law and Society Review, 34/3:703-37. 
*Oosterhoff, P., Zwanikken, P. and Ketting, E. (2004) “Sexual torture of men in Croatia 
and other conflict situations: an open secret.” Reproductive Health Matters, 12/23: 68-77. 
 
Week 11.  Gender and criminal justice professions: lawyers, police officers, judges and 
court personnel, correction officers, probation officers, victim service workers. 
(April 25) Guest speaker: Stacy Strobl, Women in Policing in Eastern Europe  
 
Brown, J. and Heidensohn, F. (2000) Gender and Policing: Comparative Perspectives.  
New York: St. Martin’s Press.  Chapters 3-4. On reserve.   
*Natarajan, M. (2001). “Women Police in a Traditional Society: Test of a Western Model 
of Integration”, International Journal of Comparative Sociology, XLII (1-2) 211-233. 
*Santos, Cecília M. 2004. En-Gendering the Police: Women’s Police Stations and 
Feminism in São Paulo. Latin American Research Review 39/3:29-55. 
 
Week 12: Gender and Terrorism 
(May 2)  Film: No More Tears Sister 
 
*Cunningham, Karla J. (2003) “Cross-Regional Trends in Female Terrorism.”  Studies in 
Conflict and Terrorism, 26:171-195. 
*Kimmel, Michael S. (2003) “Globalization and its Mal(e)contents: The Gendered Moral 
and Political Economy of Terrorism.”  International Sociology, 18/3:603-620. 
 
Week 13: Gender and Criminality  
(May 9)  Film: Mary Full of Grace 
 
*Steffensmeier, Darryl and Schwartz, Jennifer (2004) “Trends in Female Criminality: Is 
Crime Still a Man’s World?  In Price, B.R. and Sokoloff, N.J. (Eds.) The Criminal Justice 
System and Women: Offenders and Prisoners, Victims and Workers.  New York: 
McGraw-Hill. 
 
Week 14: 
(May 16) Catch Up Week.  Review for Final Exam. 
 
Final Exam: May 23, 2007 [12:00-2:00 p.m.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructions for Article Presentations (10 minutes + class discussion) 
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1. Read your article thoroughly.  Do a little background work and tell us something 
about the author(s) and the journal where the article is published. 

2. Prepare a powerpoint presentation on the article and an accompanying one-page 
handout to be distributed to the class (be sure to make enough copies).  Both should 
include (a) a clear summary of the article and (b) a critique. 

3. Prepare 5 discussion questions for the class.  These should stimulate a discussion 
about your article, which you will lead at the end of your presentation.   

 
Instructions for Film Reaction Paper (one page, 1.5 line spacing) 

In narrative form, please cover your answers to the following questions: 
What was the film’s primary purpose or thesis, in your opinion? 
How well did it achieve its aim? 
How was gender addressed in the film? 
What was your personal reaction to the film? 
How does the film relate to class readings? 
 

Research Paper 
Identify two different programs designed to prevent one type of gendered crime, 
victimization, or similar injustice, following the concepts of same that we have been 
using in class.  By prevent, we mean stopping something from occurring in the first place 
(such as public information programs), reducing its seriousness, lethality or spread (such 
as direct intervention programs to help victims, or demotivate offenders), or reducing its 
reoccurrence (such as legal interventions, or direct treatment programs).  Only one of 
these programs can be in the USA.  These programs can be local, national, or 
international in scope: compare programs that have the same kind of scope.  The 
programs must exist or have existed in reality (they cannot be plans or proposals, and if 
they have been discontinued, they should be recent programs, e.g. in the last five years) 
and they must address gender.   You can use all kinds of sources: webpages, newspaper 
articles, journal articles, pamphlets, or books. 
 
In your paper you should: 

1. Describe the type of crime, victimization or injustice that you have chosen 
(briefly). 

2. Describe the two prevention programs you have found, and why you have chosen 
them. 

3. Describe the cultural issues inherent in each program. 
4. Describe the gender issues inherent in each program. 
5. Describe the theory inherent in each program – why is it supposed to work? 
6. Critically evaluate any evidence that shows that it works/worked or not. 
7. Conclude: what lessons can be learned? 
 

Feel welcome to use materials in foreign languages, if you are able to do so.10-15 pages, 
doubled spaced, 12 point type, default margins, APA style.  Minimum number of 
references: 15. 
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SOC 333 Extracurricular Activities Write-Up Form   

 
Please use this form to summarize the event you attended in order to apply for one extra 
credit point. 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Event:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Event:__________________ Time: __________ Place: ____________________ 
 
 
Please answer the following questions.  Your answers should take up the entire sheet of 
paper. 
 

1. Please summarize what you learned at this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How did this event relate to class readings and discussions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Please critique the event.  How could it have been improved? 
 

 
 


